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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. ; February 1967 
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER. 


Dear Fellow Ficld Naturalists, 


This issue of the Newsletter marks the first for the year 
1967. Because of difficulties that arose during December 1966, the issuc 
for that month was not available for posting until January, which then made 
it impracticable +o publish one for the first month of the new ycar. How- 
ever, arrangements by the Secretary, Nr. Bolgraver, for printing the News- 
letter promise an uninterrupted period of publication, provided of course, 
that mombers continuc to provide the content matter. Members are invited 
to either continue to submit , in the case of the more or less regular con= 
tributors, or to commence contributing articles on any subject of interest 
to fellow ficld naturalists. 


Members have approved the altcration of the name of the News— 
letter to !The Latrobe Valley Ficld Naturalist', a title now more suitable 
to tho amtter which it contains, and this will be done as soon as the ap- 
proval of. the P.NM.G. Department has been obt:.ined. : 


Membors will be interested t° know that copics have been 
sent, on request, to the National Library, at Canberra. 


General Mecting, Friday 24th. February 1967: 

The first meeting for 1967, tc be held at the Yallourn State 
School, commencing at 7.30 peM. on Friday the 24th, February, will comprise 
a talk by Mr. John Landy (yest the famous John Landy) on 'Insect Protective 
Mechanisms!. Although this is to be a lecture by an expert entomologist, 
Mr. Landy has promised that it has been prepared for digestion by the lay 
enthu@iasts and will be illustrated by suitabie coloured slides. This will 


be a worthy start for the new year's programme. — 


Programme for 1967. 


The programme for 1967 is the. last page of this Newsletter, 
and is as positive as it has been possible for the Secretary and others of 
the Executive to make it. Members will again be grateful for those experts 
who have undertaken once again to give of their time, knowledge and exper- 
ienco to help in the cause of natural history, and those of us who are an— 
xious to ineroase our knowledge and therefore our enjoyment. i 


Excursion Saturday 25th. February 1967: Excursion Secre— 
tary, Miss Nancy Rossiter, back with the Club once again after a world jaunt, 
has provided the following information on the excursion; 


‘Tho excursion will be a visit to thouhoue of Mr. Courtenay 
at Yinnar, to see his insect collection. This will take place in the after 
noon following a working bee at the Hazelwoud Arboretum in the morning, and 
a picnic lunch there, leaving for Mr. Courtenay's at 1.45 p.m. : 


The working bee will start at 10 a.m., and plenty of trans- 
port should be available for those without cars. The arboretum is full of 
interest for all gardeners and native plant enthusiasts, nd members should 
take this opportunity to become better acquainted with the project — thoy 
will find it a most rewarding experience, especially is they take some part 
in the care of the trees. 

-— ID. Rossiter -—— 
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A Note On The Small Tongue Orchid by Mrs. Bon Thompsons 

(Cryptostylis leptochila). On the September excursion to Darla— 
murla, we were shown the leaves of tongue orchids. We went back at the endac 
of September hoping to find the flowers but at the first stop found only 
leaves — but did find Elbow Orchids, Tall Lobelia and Creeping Goodenia. 


At the next stop we were more fortunate and found buds but, after 
much searching and no flowers, we returned to the car to find one out in 
bloom. The Small Tongue Orchid is a very unusual orchid — the tongue is 
uppermost and is’a beautiful deep maroon color with black glands in two even 
LOWS © The name Cryptostylis means thidden style!, so we looked for the col- 
umn. This appears to be a jelly-like mass with a triangular lid on the top. 
Under the point of the lid is a dark spot — lifting the lid revealed the pol- 
len masses ina !V! shape which fitted into its underside. When we touched 
the dark spot the polien masses detached and we had the sticky dark spot and 
the pollen masses on our tiny stick. 


As we had not exerted any pressure when we touched the flower we 
wondered if this was part of the pollination. There is a lot of movement 
in the tongue, and when the bud opens the tongue is slightly bent forward 
towards the centre of the flower. It takes about half a day for it to get 
into position where it is*pointed right back to display all its beauty. As 
it matures the short lateral lobes of the tongue come together to hide the 
centre of the flower and the end of the tongue once more comes forward until 
it is almost semi-cireular. 


These are, of course, the observations of a very amateur laymant 
== Bon Thompson =o 


The Friendly and Trustful Black & White Fantails by Mrs. Muriel 
Smith of Trafalgar: 


A Few weeks ago, I was attracted by the sound of birds who were 
upsetaabout something. Suspecting a hawk or cat I went along to investi- 
gate and found a Wagtail with three babies on the rail of a fence near the 
end of the cowyard. The little Mother was in great distress, coaxing, scold— 
ing and demonstrating in her endeavours to get them to fly. Constantly on 
the move — a short flight to the other side of the yard, back and up on the 
rail again. Mother Wagtail flew in full of advice only to be driven off by 
Dad who, until now unseen was obviously on guard close by. 


From time to time I looked their way and saw that the little Moth- 
er had got first one babe and then another to leave the rail and try their 
wings. They would fly to the ground and then back to the rail, and their 
little tails would move with an awkward up and down movement more often than 
from side to side. 


The third baby refused to leave the rail. 


(Cont'd overene 


S 
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Some half an hour from the time I first saw them I went down to 
close 2 gate, and walked over to them. ‘There he was, sitting on the rail 
and calmly preening himself and shaking the light misty rdin from his:-feath- 
ers I knew that the adult birds were not afraid of me, but marvelled at 
how trusting were the little ones. 


As the two active ones flitted around: my feet I could have put 
out my hand and touched the little bird on the rail, yet he sat there in- 
tent only on making himself beautiful. 


Four days later I saw them again around the same spot — all were 
now very active - their tails had grown and now swung sideways with ease. 
They were not now so obviously babies, but they had not lost any of their 
trust in me. 


= Muriel Smith -———~ 


The Lyrebird and the Big Log by T AND T Moretti: 


We were unlucky to have to leave the Baw Baw excursion on the 
Sunday, but decided to make the most of the trip back and to inspect the 
'Big Log! . We were surprised to find that if the log had been solid it 
would have supplied enough wood material for two houses. 


We parked by the roadside and set off up the track near an old 
Sawmill site. On the way we saw Lyre-bird mounds and, on arriving at the 
Log, found that it was very slippery after some overnight rain. I scrambled 
onto the log as a vantage point to see around, and while I was at the big 
end a Lyre-bird hopped on the small end and paraded along the log towards 
MG I left as quietly as possible by sliding down a tree and left the 
bird in possession of the log. It was prohably a hen bird as it was not 
really shy. (7 ) However, we were enjoying the wonderful view when a car— 
load of noisy people arrived - the Lyre-bird then walked around the log 
and off into the scrub. 


——- 2. & 2. Moretti, —— 


A reference to Acacia terminalis by lire. Hrn Homann: 


One of the most beautiful of our acacias, A, terminalis, has 
been flowering most abundantly since the end of January. This member of 
the wattle family grows into a large and shapely tree, The leaves are 
feather-like, but much larger and coarser than our common silver or black 
wattles. ; 


The flowers are cream in colour and borne on the end of the 
branches in large but lossely arranged bunches. I expect it was this hab- 
it of flowering which led to its being named terminalis. 


This wattle, originally a native of Queensland, has been widely 
planted. One very fine specimen grows in the garden of lirs. Purvis on the 
west side of Moore Street, lioe, near the Hospital Annexe, while another 
fine one is on the west side of Monash Road, eee not see from the 
Gunn's Guily intersection. 


me Ern Homann -- 
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Conservation and the Role of the Natural Resources Conservation 


League: By C. Sibley Hlliott. ‘Victoria's Resource!s ' December 1966 - 
February 1967. ; aaa oes ss a, 

‘This paper was presented by Mr. Elliott to the Corangamite Re- 
gional Convention held Colac Civic Hall, 10. October, 1966. 


In recent numbers of 'Victoria'ts Resources! you will find more 
than one definition of conservation, but none of these. conflicting with the 
others, and all emphasising the fact that it is not sufficient to think in 
terms of one particular natural resource — or, indeed in terms of various 
. resources considered individually. True conservation plans for the wise, | 
enduring use of land, water, forests, oven spaces, air, rivers and seashoresy| 
with due regard to the fauna and flora involved. ‘ The attainment of its peak 
of effectiveness requires a concerted and integrated effort; demands that 
personal hobby horses be subjugated to the requirements of one overall prob— 
lem and demands facts as a basis on which to work. There is no place for™ 
ideas that will not stand up to critical analysis, and well-intentioned but 
ill-founded enthusiasm can bring ridicule ani disdain instead of the public 
Support necessary for success. 


To set our thinking along right lines, I am going to borrow one 
of the other definitions of conservation. This is - "The maintenance of the 
naturul world in a state of physical and biolugical balance which promises _ 
to serve the foreseeable needs of mankind". You will note that the defini- 
tion implies utilization, but sustained utilization, to meet man's needs. 


Bearing that definition in mind, an relating it to our present 
day concern, it will have a somewhat salutary eifect on our thinking if we 
consider that the wealth of natural resources in our country, and indeed in 
every country of the world, one hundred years agu was appreciably greater 
than it is today, when the needs of a rapidly anc steadily increasing popula- 
tion have to be catered for. 


Let us remember this and ask ourselves, "What will the position 
be in another hundred years? Will I have done anything to stop the waste 
that is whittling away the world's reserves as the need for them increases? 


Let us look back far beyond a hundred years to the very early 
days of the world, when now non-existent plants and :nimals were engaged in 
a tremendous struggle for existence, not only agains what we commonly term 
‘natural enemies', but also against catastrophic upheavals and climatic 
changes. 


| 
. 
In that era were laid down the beginnings of some of the resource? 
on which we draw today — coal for example. But the point I want to make is | 
that it was a period of change beyond the control of man, even ii he had been | 
armed with the knowledge of today. 


By the time modern man had become an established entity the world 
was old; and much more docile, and presented to him an inheritance rich in 
natural resources. It is no cause for wonder if man at that time gave no 
thought to the possible depletion of his treasure trove. It is no cause for 
wonder if he knew nothing of the finely balanced ecology that had been es— 
tablished, or of the dire consequences of upsetting that balance. 
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What is a cause for wonder is that present-day man, with highly 
developed scientific understanding in many fields in addition to that of 
ecology, can remain so blind or so callously indifferent to the aoa waste 
that enters so often into his chosen way of life. 


[I want to refer to predators, and two aspects of their relation 
to biological balance. We use the word 'predator! quite frequently, apply- 
ing it to those animals and birds that prey on others. It is also used 
in the wider sense of ‘plunderer! or 'pillager!. 


The predatory animal or bird is what it is simply because this is 
the way in which its species has survived in the struggle for existence. Fur- 
ther in its natural habitat, it is by its very nature one of the important 
factors in the ecological balance that is so important to man. 


Man, the predator in the wider sense, can claim no such justifica- 
Por for his actions, which must be put down to either greed, or wilful re- 
fusal to accept the knowledge that now exists relating to the consequences of 
his pillaging. 


This can be illustrated by exampies drawn from other countries, 
and it is for you to think about our own Australian resources in the light 
of these experiences. The first example cco.1es from Africa. To the hunt-—- 
ers of the world the African lion has long presented a tempting challenge 
bo skill and courage. The fact that he is « predator has been but an added 
reason for destroying him. With such game ia mind no self-respecting hunt- 
er would consider shooting the attractive hariless little deer which also 
live in some lion country, providing an importxnt source of food for the 
lions. So it was that, in one particular arez, the lions became heavily 
reduced in numbers while the deer, with so many of their natural enemies re- 
moved, nultiplied prolifically. The attractive, harmless little deer, now 
so plentiful that it could no longer survive oy the food supply in its norm 
al haunts, roamed in search of food, and became pests, ravaging farm lands. 
Man had upset the balance of nature. 


The second example appeared in an English provincial paper last 
January , and the facts in it are indisputable, the journalistic style of the 
report serving to impress them on the mind more deeply than a bare statement 
of the facts would do. The report deals with the serious direct and indir- 
ect results of the over—fishing of anchovies off the coast of Perue I quote- 
eoo'The anchovy is back, in the cold Pacific off the shores of Peru, and the 
big Peruvian fishmeal industry has heaved a Se ge) Sigh of relief. The 
fish are back, but for how long? 


Although shoals are sighted and boats evgiktowaitt bring back as 
much as they can to fill the never-satisfied maw of th. processing plants, 
there is no longer the apparently silver stream that there used to be. That 
was before the intoxication of the fishmeal bonanza went to evryone!s head 
and the industry, after just ten years of existence, pusned Peru into the pos— 
ition of the world's leading fishing nation with a total of 8,700,000 tons of 
fish caught in 1964, 98% of which was anchovy for the fishmeal plants. 


At present it is only too obvious that even the prolific anchovy 
has its limit - and the limit has now been reached... 
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Warning voices against over-fishing have been raised during the 
past few years, but they were always overruled by other opinions based on 
current economic pressures than on provision for the future or on scientific 
fact. The truth is that it is difficult to establish with certainty the 
relative importance of all the factors leading to the appearance and disap- 


“pearance of the anchovy at different seasons. Last year, however, no one 


could have failed to read the signs. For the first time the Peruvian Gove 
ernment decreed a close season on anchovy fishing for August, the time when 
the fish generally disappear into deeper vaters for spawning. At the end 
of this period there was still no sign of the shoals and the fishing boats 
searched fruitlessly for another month. Only towards the end of October 
were there indications of a return of the anchovy and even then, only in noo 
erate quantities, often of simall young fish which should have been — but 
were not - thrown back. ‘The situation hag not noticeably improved since. 


Those who have suffered most fron the lack of the anchovy have 
been the pelicans and the guano birds, whici breed on the Peruvian offshore 
islands and live almost exclusively off thi; tiny fish. Ten years ago thei 
was an estimated 35 million seabirds on the coast of Peru; now the estimate 
is only three million. Last August and Sei1tember Lima fish markets were in. 
vaded by thousands of starving pelicans, whi_e other birds emigrated or just 
died at sea. The number of birds has been .eclining gradually over recent 
years and it has been calculated that some 1¢é nillion starved to death dur- 
ing the anchovy dearth in 1965. Apart from tne tragedy to the birds them 
selves, their loss has badly affected another Peruvian industry, that of 
the guano fertilizer produced by the birds and later collected for use by 
small farmers in all parts of the country. This fertilizer is excellent 
and cheap and can be replaced only by much more exoensive synthetic imports: 
In 1955 the birds produced 336,000 tons of guano, while in 1965 the figure 
was down to 154,000 tons. 


The National Fertilizer Corporation has already stated that the 
1966 crop of guano is likely to be only 55,000 tons, and that the vroduct 
will have to be strictly rationed. To make up the quantity of fertilizer , 
needed Peru will have to spend some £4m. of foreig1 exchange. In siodecaiitl 
years this figure will tend to rise unless even larger sums are invested in 
fertilizer manufacture. To protect the birds! nesting grounds and to safe- 
guard their food supplies there is a regulation thal no vessel may fish 
within a five-mile redius of the more important islaqds and a three~mile rad 
ius of lesser ones, but patrolling is inadequate, «nc the regulation is in 
effect a dead letter. The latest development annoui.ced by the president 
of the National Committee for the Protection of Natur] Resources, is that 
an International conference on this theme will be orgenised in Peru this 
year and that the subject of the vanishing anchovy wili be on the agenda." 


Once more man, in this case, by his greed, has upset the ae 
of nature to his own detriment. 


The papers presented at the Colac Convention dealt with the om 
servation of water, conservation of soil, conservation of forests, and cons . 
vation of fish and wild-life. All of these, in additicu to their om in- © 
dividual importance, have a bearing on an established ecological balance. 

Wisuse of any one of ‘them can arise from either ignorance or greed, or both 
combined. f 
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% Ae ; It is the hope of those who organised the Convention that all 
who attended it would go away ‘Conservation Minded'. Those who did might 
well remember some very apt words spoken by the late President Kennedy of 
the U.S.A. the year before his assassination: "In the work of conservation, 
time should be made our friend, not our adversary. Actions deferred are 
frequently opportunities lost, and in terms of fimancial outlay, dollars 
invested today will yield great benefits in the years to come." ip ays 
safe to say that President Kennedy never heard of the Natural Resources 
League of Victoria, but in that statement he unwittingly epitomised the 
role of the League. One can turn to the Memorandum of Association of the 
League and find some 37 objectives listed. One can refer to its activit-— 
ies since it took over from the Forests Campaign in 1951, thereby becoming 
responsible for an interest in other natural resources as well as forests, 
and one will find quite an impressive record of achievement. All of these 
d@an be seon for the reading in publications that you can obtain for the ask- 
ing. They are worth reading, but having read them you will still lack a 
definition of the most important feature of its role. 


This, I suggest, is ceaseless siriving; by all means that it 
can command, to enlist individuals, societi.s and organisations in this 
Steta to the ranks of those determined to prevent waste and misuse of our 
national resources, and to assure that no op ortunity of taking preventive 
measures should be lost because of action deserred. Conventions may well 


become one of the most important means by which general interest in conser— 


vation can be aroused, but they can also be @ complete failure if those who 
attend them experience but & passing wave of cathusiasm, and then lapse in- 
to disinterest. 


Whether the Corangamite Regional Co wention will go on record 
as being a success or a failure is, partly and .argely in the hands of those 
who attended. : 


cosy CG. Sibley Blliot oe 


A Few Diuris: by Mrs. Fe Gladstone of Beechworth: 


'Diurist means 'two-tails! and refers tc the long double-tails 
that generally hang down from the quaint diuris flowers unique to Australia. 
Theses grow in N.E. Victoria. — Most of us have novived the 'Golden Moths! 
diuris, often found in large numbers among grasses c. roadsides. or in pad~ 
docks. hoy seem to prefer sof canary-yellow and wich a large flat golden 
labellum, and two wide-spreading petals, with one hoo.ed over the centre of 
the flower ( and held parallel under the labellum are she two tails), they 
look like a swarm of daimty golden moths flickering abcut the grass. Biur- 
is {two-tail), pedunculata (stalked), is the name of this lovely Australian 


blossom. 


An carly Spring diuris is the Leopard Orchid (D. maculata (spot- 
ted). It is up to 11 inches high, and a brown spotted on orange colour 
distinguishes its flowers, often four or five on one brown stem. . Petals 
stalked whicj make it alert with two pricked 'cars' blotched on back with 
irregular brown spots. The labellum has three-lobed apncarance, the centre 
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one higher, like a saddle shape with two raised lines down the centre. It 
grows in bush and in rocky clefts, also in bush paddocks and on roadsides 
and is a favourite of children. 


Often growing with the Leopard Orchids is one of a paler primroso¢ 
Diuris palachila; with spade-shaped labellum, which is quite distinct fron 
the threco—lobed labellum of the Leopard Orfhid. Sometimes it is. found that 
the colours vary and make imentification of an individual stom difficult, 
but the labellum of cach diuris gives 2 clue to its identity, oven the col- 
our may sometimes vary. 


A lovely purple shade with very long ‘tails' is the purple Diuris! 
punctata, which is greatly prized as one of our most beautiful orchids. Tt 
grows tall, with two long green leaves at the base, in swampy country usualll 
and ha four or five on one grecn, stout sten. Petals are heliotrope-purpl?e: 
two of them like ears and one broad spreading in the centre, with the label- 
lum flaring above the two green channclicd long tails (often crossed) , like 
a tiny purple apron. 


In November a very stout and conspicuously handsome diuris. grows — 
up on a robust grecn stem. This is Diuris sulphurea, the Tiger Orchid, so- 
calicd by the children, as the sulphur yellow has two distinct spots’of bro 

almost like two brown eyes. Here should be marked the recurved top hooded 
petal (dorsal sepal it should be calied correctly, I think) , and on the laba 
cllum, which is three-lobed yellow, arc two brown blotches near the tip - 
one on cach side. 


This has two stalked petals, one on cach side, and the 'stalks' 
are browne The two 'tails' are longer than the labellum, and are brownish 
with sometimes crossed, but most oftcn parallel position bolow and behind 
the flower. The whole appearance is alert yet remote, like a real wild 
creature. As Douglas Stewart wrote in His poem !Mahonoy's Mountain! : | 


"Nothing but the huge grey silence, the trees and — look, 
There where the mountain breaks on its granite peak, 
The double—tailed orchid, O like some fairy-talo fox, 
Whistlod from Earth by a wilder call than ours, 

Pricks up its yellow cars and stares through the mist." 


(F. Gladstone) 
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Programme of Mectings and Excursions For 
: 1967. 
January 27. General Mectings: A Sereening of Nature Films. 


January 28th. 
— .29/30th. Long Woek*ond Excursion to the Baw Baw Plateau. 


February 24. General Mceting: Talk by Jir. John Landy: "Insect Protective 


Mechanisms". 
uy} De Excursions: Morning, ore Bee at Hazelwood Arboretum. 
: Afternoon, insects at the home of Mr. Courtenay. 
March 31. General Meeting: Talk by Mr. Poter Turner, "Hlementary Biol- 
; ogy"! 
April 1. ‘Excursion, to be arranged by Mr. Turner.’ 
April 28. Goneral Meeting: Talk by Mes. Ellen Lyndon: "Pungi", 
GOnCTa Le Meets Fung 
29. Excursion: Leader Dr. McLennan. to South Cascade. 
30. Excursion to Traralgon Sout! Nature Reserve and Morwell 
National Park. 
May 26. Genoral Mocting: Talk by Mr. King: "Naturo'. 
27. . Excursion to Darlimurla: Leider Mr. King. 
June 23. General Meeting: Illustrated talk "Building Stones", 
24. Excursion. Welshpool Quarry; 
(Speaker and Leader to be advised) 
July .28. — General Meeting: Talk by Dre Brian Smith "Shells". 
296 Excursion; To a beach for ficl« work on Shells. 
August 25. General Meeting: Screening of suitable natural history films, 
; including birdlife. 
26. Excursion: Stony Creek area — Birdwatching — Leader Mr. PF. 
; Ee. Joncse 


September 22. General Mecting: Talk by Mre F.J.C. Rogers: "Acacias". 
23. Excursion: To the Blackwarry Scenic Road led by Mr. Rogers. 


October 13. General Meeting: Taik by Mr. Lightbody: "Bird Photography". 
21. Goneral Meeting: Dr. L.H. Smith: "Some Aspects on Bikol 
: Parks. 
eae Excursion: To gone potontial Resorvés in our BG EriDeeR 


November 4/5. Excursion to Wilson's Promontory: Leciljer Miss Jean Galbraith. 
"Wildflowers". 


pyil, General Meeting: Miss.Ashton: "Aquatic Plante! 
25% Excursion; To .the Pools On Anderson's “'rack: Leader Miss 
- Ashton. 


All Meetings are, of course, held at the Yallourn State School, and e>mmence 
at 7.30 pemee Particulars may be obtained irom the Secretary, 
Mr. S. Boelgraver. 
Annual General Mecting on puss March, prior to the ordinary Goneral Mecting, 
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Notice of Annual General Meeting. 
Notice is given that the Annual General Mecting of the Latrobe 
Valley Field Naturalists Club will be held at the Yallourn State School 
at 7.30 pam. on Fridey 31st March 1967. 
Business of the Meeting will be as follows: 
1. To present the Annual Report of the President, Mr. Ern Homann. 


2. To present the Treasurer's Report, by Mr. E. McElroy. 


3. To elect officers to the vacancies of President, one vice— 
President, and a Treasurer. 


4. hny other business of which due notice has been given, 


HE. Homann. 
(President). 
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d t DATS. ccccecvcecvescne 
Nomination Form. ; he ie Sih 
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the person nominated, agree to carry out the duties of the pssition if 


elected thereto. 


Signature of Proposer ero oe oC OC HEFT OT FOC HOF FLCOC OO OCH OOO 


Sighature of Seconderecceccssccerceecrecccccccc cece 
Signature of Person Nominated. 2 OOS CLONE RE STAT AE I SEO 


(To be handed or “posted to the Secretary prior to the date.of the Annual 
General Mecting) 


—--— LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB ---- 


Office Bearers: 


President: Mr. B. Homann, 84 Hennessey Street, Moe. 

atesident 

Senior Vice-President: Mr. Je Peterson, 43 Barry Street, Morwell. 
Vice-Presidents: Messrs. F.—. Jones and G.T. Scanlan. 


Treasurer: Mr. E. McElroy. 35 Latrobe Street, Morwell. 

Assistant Treasurer: lirs.e Fe Kinniburgh, Elgin Street, Morwell. 

Excursion Secretary: Miss N. Rossiter, Railway Avenue, Yallourn. 

Assistant Excursion Secretary; Mrs. L. Padfield, 42 Strzeleckie Rd, Yallourn. 


Publicity Officer: Mrs. Bon Thompson, Traralgon South. 
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Objects Of The Club: 

1. To promote the study, enjoyment and conservation of nature; 

2e To encourage an interest in the various aspects of natural history; 
3. To hold regular meetings and arrange for suitable speakers; 

4, To organise excursions or field days for study purposes. 


Meetings of the Club: 

General Meetings of the Club are held on the 4th. Friday of each month at 
the Yallourn State School, commencing at 7.30 p.m... 

Visitors are always welcome. ; 


Excursions: 


Excursions of the Club are in the nature of field days for the purpose of 
Studying some aspect of natural history in the field. 
Particulars of meetings and excursions are published in the monthly newsletter. 


Subscriptions. } 
The annual subscription, which includes the copy of the monthly Newsletter, 
is 10/~ for an individual, 1/- for juniors, and 15/~ for a family. 


This Newsletter: 


Is intended to provide members with information regarding meetings, excur— 
Sions etc., and also to isntruct and to entertain. It is a Club effort, 
and is dependent upon members for its content matter, 

Contributions are invited and should be addressed to the Honorary Editor, 
(if. G.T. Scanlan, c/o Latrobe Valley Commnity Hospital, Yallourn. 
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AN APPRECIATION . 


This issue of the "Latrobe Valley Naturalist" has been printed on 
and by the Club's own duplicator, a new machine generously ‘donated 
by Mr. R.N. (Bob) Auchterlonie, of "Glenaveril", McDonald's Track, 
Hast Narracane 0 oko bly) ate ely 


Recurring difficulties in printing the Club paper, formerly known 
as the "Monthly Newsletter", induced Mr. Auchterlonie to make an of- 
fer which was gratefully accepted ané should enable a higher standard 


of printing to be effected, the regular issue of the paper, and the ; 
printing of additional matter in the way of Supplements and, in gen— 
eral, increase the value of the "L.vV. Naturalist" to members. | 

The Duplicator is the well-known Gestetner 310, electrically oper— | 
ated and for use with stencils. Cost - $300 plus or minus some com 


Mr. Auchterlonie is, of course, a well-known member, of long stand- 
ing of the Latrove Valley Field Naturalists Club. He has been lecture 
er and leader of meetings and excursions respectively - he is a very 
competent field botanist and has prepared a ‘key' to the Eucalypts, in. 
particular those to be seen within easy distance of his home — he hag | 
been and is an active worker in connection with the Hazelwood Arboretull 
and an inspiration to others thereby — possessed of ‘green fingers! as 
is evidenced by his well grown and interesting garden of Australian 
plants (trees and shrubs)- 


eeoe00e00 


The Editor is particularly grateful 1 


CESUO Has 


George T. Scanlan. 
0/0 TeV. C. Hospital, | 
YALLOURN. VICT. | 
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March 1967. 
Dear Fellow Field Naturalists, 


General Meeting and Annual General Meeting: 


The Annual General Meeting and the ordinary monthly General Meet— 
ing will be held on Friday 3lst. March at the Primary School, Yallourn, com 
mMencing at 7.30 peme. The speaker will. be Mr. Peter Turner, of Sale, and he 
Will introduce the subject: "Water and Plants" - an aspect of plant biology. 


The business of the Annual meeting will take precedence and will 
consist of the following: 5: 


1. Presentation of the President's Annual Report; 
2. Presentation of the Treasurer's Report; ‘ 
3. Declaration of officers to fill vacancies; 

4. Any other business. 


Excursion Saturday lst. April: The Excursion Secretary advises 


that Mr. Peter Turner will lead the excursion on the Saturday following the 
General meetings to the southern shores of Lake Wellington. in order to des— 
Cribe the aquatic plants to be found there, and their special adaptations 
to the environment. Here there are extensive swamps formed, it is said, 
by the deposition of sediment, and the vegetation is related to the envir— 
Onment. eet? 


- Miss Nancy Rossiter asks that members meet on the north side of 
Lake Gutheridge on the Saturday morning at 10 o'clock. Those needing trans— 
port or more information about the excursion should first get in touch with 
their usual contacts, and then ring Miss Rossiter. 


Executive Meeting Friday the 3rd. March: Some of the matters 


discussed at the meeting which was held at the home of Mr. & Mrs. Ted McFIl— 
Toy, at Morwell were: ; = ee 

: Donation of Funds for a Duplicator: This is also referred to 
Slsewhere in this issue. Discussion centred on the aspect of whether or 
not Club printing was sufficient to justify possession of an expensive 
machine. It was decided that circumstances did justify the purchase, and 
Mr. Bob Auchterlonie's offer to donate sufficient money was accepted with 
eratitude. — pecan 
Change of name — Newsletter: Tt will be seen from the outer 
Cover that the name of this little paper is now the "Latrobe Valley Natural- 
ist." he cover is of a temporary nature only, and Mrs. Kk. Jacobson, the 
Srtist, has in hand the redesigning of the cover to enable new stencils to 
be obtained. Approval of the change by the Assistant Director, Postal Ser— 
Vices Division of the P.M.G. Department, has been obtained to what is prob- 
ably a mich more appropriate title than ‘newsletter! 


Contributors in particular, and members in general will be inter 
ested to know that a copy of each issue is now required to be sent to the 


(1) 
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Wational Library, Canberra, commencing with this issue, following a perusal 
of two earlier issues by the National Librarian. 


Contributions to the "Naturalist". Contributions are required 
to keep the Club paper alive, interesting and worthwhile. Members are in- 
vited to contribute articles of any length, on any subject within the wide 
compass of the term ‘natural history or science!. Authoritative papers on © 
‘aspects of natural history, particularly relating to Gippsland, will be con 
Sidered for separate printing. These could include survey lists of flora 
and/or fauna of special areas - it is intended to print, for instance, a list 
of plants, not necessarily exhaustive, to be found in the Traralgon South 
Reserve, and perhaps at Darlimurla. 


Annual Subscriptions; These are now due, and members are asked 
to make payment to the Treasurer, Mr. E. McElroy, or his assistant, Mrs. Pe 
Kinniburgh. Copies of the "Latrobe Valley Naturalist" can only be sent to (| 
financial members of the Club - this is a requirement for registration — and’ 
in order to retain the benefits of registration, subscriptions must be paid 
as they’ become due. 


Publicity: Publicity for the Club is necessary, not for monetary 
reasons, but in order that our aims and objectives may be known to as many as 
possible. Mrs. Bon Thompson, of Traralgon South, the Club's publicity of— \ 
ficer, is to be congratulated on her successes with the newspapers in the are 
The Club is grateful also to the proprictors of the various newspapers for 
the coverage they have given and are giving to Club activities. 

Australian Content in Shire Gardens: The Shire of Morwell, in its 
Councillors and Officers, has shown keen and intelligent interest in presex— | 
vation, conservation and in growing Australian native plants (shrubs and ! 
trees) wherever practicable. It is believed that the proportion of Australia) 
-plants to the total planted is in the region of 65%. The wisdom, and res— 
ulting beauty of this is already apparent, and an excellent example has been 
made for the townspeople and the successors of the present Councillors, whic 
“it is hoped will be followed. bee : ys 


>’ 
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Forclwood Arboretum: A small number of members of the Club com 
tinue to carry out essential weeding and other tasks at the Arboretum. I+ 
will be necessary to replant a large number of trees during this year, and 
more helpers will be required. 


Visitors to Club Meetings and Qutings: It is pleasant to see so 
many visitors at Club meetings and excursions, many of them members of othet 
Clubs in the Valley or eisewhere, They are always very welcome. | 


Alteration of Meeting Night - Executive Committee: It has been 
decided to hold future meetings of the Executive Committee on the Monday 
following the monthly general meeting. The next meeting will be held at 
the home of Mr. & Mrs. Jim Peterson, 14 Barry Street, Morwell, at 7-30 p.m. 
Friday 3rd. April-1967. ; 
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A RARE VISITOR TO VICTORIA: Bird Note by Miss Nancy Rossiter. 


Great excitement has been caused in ornithological circles by the discovery 


of the rare Turquoise Parrot nesting in ranges in Northern Victoria. 


These parrots are described by both Cayley and Gould as probably nearly ex- 
tinct and have only been sighted in Victoria four times in this century. 


On a bird-watching expedition in the late afternoon of October 30th. last, 
Mr. Roy Wheeler, the well-known ornithologist, and the writer sighted a small 
yellow and blue parrot perched in a dead gum tree. It was identified immed— 
iately by Mr. Wheeler as the rare Turquoise Parrot. After perching only 
long enough for recognition it was off and no more was seen of it that even- 
ing. ; 


Next morning we were back at the same spot as soon as possible and in about 
ten minutes after arrival saw two of these parrots feeding on the ground. A 
closer and longer viewing was obtained and identification confirmed.: 


Mr. Wheeler had to return to Melbourne that day, and left me to make further 
observations with the object of discovering whether they were nesting in the 
area or merely birds of passage. Over the next eleven days I made frequent 
Sightings of the parrots, usually of the male, sometimes of a male and fem 
aie, and once of two pairs — however, no nests were discovered. 


I was fascinated by the beautiful colouring of the male bird with his bril- 
liant blue head and wings, bright yellow breast and olive green back. The 
female only seemed to have a suggestion of blue about the bill, and was not 
Seen often enough for a detailed observation of the plumage except that her 
breast was also a bright yellow. 


Red patch on the wing as shown by Cayley didn't seem to be always visible. 
Just after alighting or ruffling of the feathers it was very noticeable, but 
gradually disappeared under other feathers when thereowas no movement of the 
Wings. Recorded as eating only seeds, it was startling to see the male 
devour in quick succession - two dry red-box leaves and a cape-weed leaf. 


A report on the parrots was sent to Mr. Wheeler and the next act in the 
drama opened with the arrival of Mr. Len Robinson (the parrot expert) and a 
friend who hoped to photograph the birds. Taken to the parrot area early 
in the morning, they returned at lunch-time very jubilant, with the news 


_ that they had seen ten males, some numbers of females, and had discovered 


their nests - one with eggs, one with egg-shells, and one with baby birds. 
They spent the rest of that day setting up hides and cameras and next morn- 
ing left at 5 a.m., not returning till 6 p.m.. They said they had got some 
Splendid shots, especially of the male birds and also of nests and young. 
Further shots are to be taken of the altter throughout their development. 


And so the. 1966 appearance of the Turquoise Parrot in Northern Victoria has 
been noted and its status as a bona fide resident established and recorded, 


aeee N. Rossiter AD6D 
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TREASURES OF THE BUSH. BY Mrs. F. Gladstone, Beechworth, Vict. 


One of the blisses of the early Spring is to find a small cluster of Blue 
Caladenias (Caladenia caerulea). Sky-blue blossoms, daintily held about 
four inches high on a slender stem, they blossom on rocky hillsides, often 

_ grouped here and there in cleft or glade, from the bottom slopes to the sum 


mit; under the shrubs, and often with the pink caladenias nearby or in 
drifts of rock fern. 


The stem of the Blue Caladenias is wiry and purplish-brown, and just one 
grows on each stem, The petals are outspread in a platform with one behind 


the column, and the, labellum is on a claw, broad, threc-lobed with recurved 
centre with two rows of yellow calli to tip. 


The whole effect is of the essence of carly Spring's pastel tonings and dairy 


_iness: of the freshness and newness of springing blossoms after Winter's ra 
in the bush. 


'Biue Fairies! (Caladenia deformis) is often found in August and September 
too, and is very like the former, but has a green stem more stout in size, 
and has a purple callus, in four or five crowded rows on the labellun. 


'Pinkk Fingers! Caladenia (C. carnea) (Carnea meaning flesh-coloured) is the 
pink caladenia often seen in carly Spring among the hills. Usually dwarf 
and slender it has one, and sometimes two or three blossoms on one stem. Tho 
four pink and dainty petals and sepals are spread out like fingers of a hand: 
The labellum is curved and one petal is slightly bent over it. The distin 
guishing feature of this little flower is the transverse linear red markings, 
on labellum and on column. ‘The scattered glimpses of these little flowers; 
verying from decp pink to almost white, is very pretty, lifting their tiny 
blossoms above the dry leaves of the bush floor, 


Later in the season we can find Caladenia angustata, under the timber. It 
carries several flowers and is called Musky Caladenia by the musky perfume 
about its white flowers. The petals are often tippod pink and pink on out 
side of petals, and on labellum and hooded dorsal sepal leaning over it. 


Galadenia cucullata, our hooded caladenia, is open in October —- November, 
and has several poised blossoms on its slender six inch stem. The sepal | 
at the back of the column is strongly inarched forming a concave hood over — 


the column — flowers are 'bronzy! -on back of petals and white to palest 
pink above. Dark Purple labellun... 


Caladenia dilatata, the Fringed Spider Orchid is of a different type of 
caladenia for its segments extend to long filaments ending in points. The 
lebellun is the cqnspicuous show-point of the flower, for it has a rich 
deep purple tip curved under, and crowded purple calli down its centre. The 
Sides are green and serrated or fringed and upturned, giving the flower a 
poised look. Often in groups of five or more in the flickering bush-lit 


native setting, this orchid has all the aloof, remote atmosphere of the 
silent outback. 


It is a heart-catching experience +o see the Spider Orchid when away from 

your home hills. At once you are back in the bush near silvergrey granite 
boulders, among the straight dark-stemmed pines (Callitris ...) and the bluc- 
white trunks of hill—gums with the outflung graceful branches throwing leaf- 


shadows which the breathing wind moves now revealing, now concealing, the 
Spider Orchids. . 
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Here, another Caladenia grows, flowering in September, the'red' Spider 
(Caladenia patersonii) which is a tall, larger blossom, and the stem and 
oblong leaf at base are covered with fair hair. This blossom has’a red- 
maroon look, the labellum crimson—purple and not fringed at each side, but 
covered with four rows of dotted red-coloured calli. The tapered spider— 
like filiformed petals quaintly poised, are often three or four inches long, 
and in the native setting with the bush-lit artistry of camouflage, merge 
into their surroundings, and to detect one in its exquisite upheld perfec- 
tion, is a rich joy -— from the Hand of God. 


eoce F. Gladstone evee 
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"CHILDREN AND FOOLS ...!! by Miss Jean Galbraith. 


A correction of an item in the December issue. 


You all know the end of the title saying above |} I. cantt claim to be a 


. child, so qualified for the other category when I said (December Newsletter) 
_ that the fruits of all our ballarts (Exocarpos) are green. I had not then 


seen the fully ripe fruits of HE. stricta. 


I have now seen them, through the kindness of Mr. & Mrs. Thompson. 


The fruits are like shining black heads sitting on fruitstalks like pearls, 
for the "brownish—-red" stalks I described in December had become translucent 
pearly white by January. 


I still think Pale-fruit Ballart is not a good name. The stalk is pale, ~ 
but the fruit is black, and 'Jet-fruit Ballart! would be more appropriate. 


esse Jean Galbraith seoe 


e@osocereoeeoneeeceeoeoeeosode 


LIZARD PRODUCTION AT BORONIA. by Mr. Reg Stephens. 


Whilst digging in some new ground about three weeks ago, I found six white 
eggs about the size of the smallest of birds' eggs. Not having seen any- 
thing like them in my 46 years in the Latrobe Valley I transferred them to 


a large tin with some moist soil and awaited results. After about two 


weeks there was still no apparent change, and I felt guilty of having inter 
fered with nature and of having terminated some young lives. 


Curiosity overcame my patience and I decided to take a risk on one them. The 
soft shell was carefully pierced whereupon a, tiny lizard promptly emerged 
and took ‘cover under a gun leaf. So I dampened the ground around him so 
that he wouldn't perish from dehydration and covered his hideout with a bag. 
He was still there all next day, and quite lively when disturbed, but he 
had gone on day '3'. 
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Today (February 23rd) I found that the other five eggs had hatched and 
there were five very lively little lizards about 2" long. Not being ace 
quainted with the ingredients of a lizard'ts diet I felt that I could not 
imprison them any longer, so they were liberated in the vegetable garden 
where many adults of the same variety have been scene. My wife wonders 
if the juveniles are already united with their parents. 


But please tell me, dear fellow field naturalists, how many of you, like 
myself, would NOT have recognised these ¢! long white soft-shelled eggs 
for what they were ? 


eeeo Rege Stephens. eevee 


SOMETHING ABOUT HARVESTMEN. by Mrs. Bllen Lyndon, 


There is a4 rather interesting little animal living in some of the gardens 
hereabouts that I have not met with in other localities. These are tho 
spider-like creatures known as Harvestnen. They are not really spiders at 
all, but belong to the mites (Order Acari). Arachnologists do not include 
them in popular handbooks on spiders and it is often difficult to find out 
anything about then. 


Spiders have two parts, the head~chest bearing the legs is divided by a nar 
row waist from the body, whereas most of the other arachnids have the abdo~ 
men and. cephalothorax joined across their whole breadth. In harvestmen the 
abdomen is divided into six segments and the two eyes are placed back to 
back on a bump or tubercle of varying shape. There are no spinning organs 
such as spiders have. Although Harvestmen can squeeze thenselves very flat 
to hide in narrow spaces, they produce a surprising turn of speed when they 
“ise on the four pairs of long walking legs whei are seven jointed like 
those of spiders. rast - 


The Victorian Naturalist of November 1946 published an article @ealing with 
Harvestmen written by Mr. R.A. Dunn. (I well remember certain field excur- 
Sions with the F.N.C.V. when the Dunns, father and son, would peel off 
sheets of bark and lovingly examine ths most horrific tarantulas, or Hunted 
man) Mr Dunn's paper deals in detail with the major differences between 
Harvestmen and spiders, and he remarks that, because of the very long and 
‘Slender legs they are invariably confused with the 'Daddy Longlegs! spider. 
They are nocturnal creatures and large ones can be found during daylight 
hours resting flat behind the doors of sheds, while hordes of the smaller 
ones hide in empty flowerpots, under tins and fallen leaves about the gar 


. den. They range in size from miniatures to big ones with the longest of 


the eight legs up tp 2" in length, the oval bodies in the centre of these 
like swollen grains of wheat. They like damp conditions and cannot live 
without water, Their food list includes caterpillars, centipedes, spiders 
vier in the live state or dead, and they are not averse to cannibalisn, 

It. energency the legs may be cast off and new ones grown somewhat, I gather, 
after the manner of the little skinks that shed their tails. Eggs, up to 
20 in number,.are-laid in hdles in the ground or under stones, and the young 
are replicas of their parents except in color and size. They may moult as 
many ag nine times before maturity is reached. LA 5 bik 


(cont'd Page 7) 
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Tt seems we have here an animal that is not only interesting and handsome 
in itself, but is distinctly beneficial to the home gardener, for all man- 
ner of caterpillars, at least, are high on the list of garden pests this 
dry season. Our Harvestmen are surely worthy of further study by some en- 


thusiastic young naturalist. Specimens forwarded on request $ 
eece Elien Lyndon eeoe 
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INSECTS: A reference to a talk by Mr. John Landy by the Hditor. 


Mr. John Landy, entomologist, talked to members at the general meeting on 
Friday the 25th. February on the subject of; "Protective Mechanisms in In- 
-sects!', providing a necessarily brief but fascinating glimpse into the 
world of insects . His talk was illustrated by slides of a particularly 
high standard, and it is probable that at least some of the members present 
were inspired to resolve at least to attempt a study of some branch of this 
vast subject. 


Defence mechanisms operated in insects in. ways of great diversity and com 
plexity and were devised, primarily, for survival, of the individual and 
thereby, of the species. Some of the methods were a matter of instinctive © 
behaviour, such as where the insects had taken to living beneath the ground, 
under stones or the bark of trees, or where the insects actually bored into 
living or dead timbers. Some insects, because of their form in the stages 
of metamorphism (the cycles from the egg to the adult) adopted different 


patterns of defence. “Other insects, as a result of adaptation to environ— 


ment and conditions, had acquired such characteristics as a hard outer body 
which resisted or repelled the onslaughts of predatory animals; while in 
some others, colouration and markings provided camouflage Pu a measure of 
protection. 


The latter method was illustrated by a butterfly which in repose had all the 
appearance of a leaf, even to the apparently caterpillar nibbled notches in 
the wings, and the veining of a leaf. 


'Freezing!, by which an insect remained completely still in an See to 
avoid nsyaraysgnai talon was another method while somewhat similar was the habit 
common to many of the beetles to feign death, even to the extent’ Gs lying 
on the back with Gees pathetically pointing skywards. 


The viewing by a number of members of the comprehensive collection at the 

home of Mr. J.H. Courtenay at Hazelwood on the Saturday whereby insects re- 
ferred to by Mr. Landy could be seen in actual specimens (although deceased), 
of beetles, moths and butterflies was of .real value because of the intro- 
ductory talk the night before. 


e@ace Gees beheld 
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THE BAW BAW PLATEAU: 


Excursion Australia Day Weekend.-— 28th. - 30th. January 1967. Report by 
Miss Betty Kemp. 


Warned of a warm day and a stiff climb to the top, the more cautious membe 
left early for the Alpine Lodge we had engaged at Mt. Baw Baw Village, ar- 
“‘riving before lunch in beautiful weather. This was a combined excursion 
with 20 — 30 members of the Botany Group of the Field Naturalists Club of 
Victoria, who had taken another lodge and also shared ours. More hardy 
members camped out, notably Miss Jean Galbraith who was able to be with us 
for Saturday and Sunday morning, and led the excursions on those days. 


Flowers were abundant right from the back door, early discoveries just acr 
the home streamlet being patches of pale blue Sky Lilies (Herpolirion nova 
zelandiae) peeping from the grass, of Trachymene humilis like little pink; 
pincushions without pins surrounded by flat pale green leaves, and of ‘iy 
mauve-white Fan Flowers (Scaevola hookerii) - all flat to the ground. 


There were clumps of pretty blue Veronica nivea with cosmos—like foliage, 
shapely but prickly Richea continentis in creamy-white flowers; Mountain 
Pepper (Drymis xarpphila) with its pretty circular leaf arrangement and V 
hot to the tongue; a very small—leaved Heath (Epacris brevifolia); pale pi 
Euphrasia and Hpilobium with its pink flowers at the end of a long thin pé 
pod. Here also were patches of green Leek Orchids (Prasophyllum alpinum) 
with here and there the pretty White Leek Orchid (P. suttonii) with mauve 
markingse : 


Iiverywhere were long-stemmed wild Violets (Viola hederacea ) ». and the tiny 
white Alyssum-like Woodruff (Asperula Gunnii) hugging the ground. Among® 
these and continuing into the tree line (all Snow Gums - E. pauciflora) wé 
many large white Silver Daisies (Celmisia longifolia); pink Grass Trigger 
plants (stylidium graminifolium); large golden Billy Buttons (Craspedia uw! 
flora); and the white daisies of the shrub Olearia phlogopappa, var. sub- 
repandra. 


Up the valley, along the ski pole line, there were small streams and poof 
some dry, with Sphagnum and other Mosses and plenty of Snow Grass (Poa A 4 
tralis). Richea, Sky Lilies, Billy Buttons abounded, and may large yell’ 
Daisies on single stalks (Senecia pectinata), and golden Everlastings. Ag! 


Silver Daisies and Trigger—-plants were abundant amongst the trees. 


Beyond the home run, we climbed through a rough patch of bush where the 4) 
leaves of the wild Violet and the geraniumlike leaves of Pennywort (Hy dz! 
cotyle pendunculata) nade sodt green carpets, from which arose the white | 
Plowers of Oxalis lactea (like Sourgrass), and Libertia pulchella, ats d# 
white cups raying out from a single stem. Climbing still, over streams’ 
ground spoygy with moss and Sphagnum, we came upon large patches of mauv? 
Veined Sun Orchids (Thelymitra venosa), and the striped white Mountain gel 
tian (Gentianella montana) mainly in bud, and Pineapple Grass (Astelia). 

There were the red strap~like leaves of the Sandew (Drosera arcturi); a j 
flowers and many leaves of the Bird Orchid (Chiloglottis cornute); and 
Trigger-plants, Epilobium, Silver Daisies and Olearia phlogopappa. A pe 
ty sight everywhere were the Callistemon Sieberi covered with soft yellot 
brushes and many seed boxes, and Orites lancifolia with its cream hair1l 


7 
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flowers indicative of the Grevillea family to which it belongs. But a 
sad sight was the mass of twisted dead limbs of the snow gums killed in 
the 1939 bushfires which devastated the mountain range. These still rose 
above the tops of the new generation of snow gums in twisted series, but 
in due course will be hidden. 


Further on, in an alpine meadow, we passed clear pools containing tadpoles, 
and found the Alpine Water Fern (Blechnum perna—marina); a Club Moss with 
large clubs (Lycopodium scariosum), the recumbent sprawling Mountain Plum 
Pine (Pedacarpus aplina) with tiny pink male cones; and the Marsh Marigold 
(Caltha intraloba) with its peculiar lobed leaves, which is found under the 
overhang of the melting snow and flowers before the snow melts. Baeckea 
gunniana was in pink bud, promising a good show of fragrant tea—tree-like 
white flowers; while Mountain Heath (Epacris paludosa) was still in white 
flower. Near the summit we found the Bush Pea (Pultenea muellerii), low 
growing, with small yellow poa-shaped flowers, and the pretty little Pime- 
lea alpina with tiny pink and white flowers massed at the end of the stem. 


On the summit (at last) where it was comparatively flat, the open spaces 
between the Snow Gums and flat light brown rocks were Saamesihesl with Trigger- 
plants; Silver Daisies, and Billy Buttons. The carpet continued down the 
north side with black granite rock showing through the grassy slopes inter— 
spersed with Snow Gums. Here also was the shrub Helichrysum secundiflorun 
with small white many-petalled daisy flowers and - scgpaeaey dL CERISS at the 
flower branchlets. 


Next morning, Sunday, dawned cold, grey and sightless; but by 9 o'clock we 
_were on our way down the road toward the turntable. The mist was lovely 
on the purple-brown burrs of the Bidgee-widgee plant and on the tiny Poran- 
‘thera microphylla. with its equally tiny white flowers. .As we wandered down 
the road examining the flora on either side, we recognised many of our 
friends of the upper valleys — the tiny Woodruff, wild Violets, Pennywort, 
Fan Flower, Puntenea Muellerii and Helichrysum secundiflorun. Here also 
were the Andean Carraway (Oreomyrrhis oriopoda ?) with attractive purple 
seeds; the low spreading Raspwort (Halogaris); Cotula with finished yellow 
flowers; Beard Heath (Leucopogon gelidus) with small red berries; Senecio 
vellioides in bud with long blue-green leaves; and Senecio linearafolio with 
many heads of yellow daisy flowers and large serrated leaves. Coprosna 
nitida, looking like a Cretageous without prickles, was in flower but incon 
Spicuous, the female flowers very small with two long styles, and the male 
flowers larger with four long antlers. Very conspicuous throughout the 
bush were the mauve-white flowers of the Mint Bush (ProstAranthera cuneata) 
whose cuniform leaves are narrower at the base. Also seen were the Mother 
Shield Fern, Pittosporun bicolor with green berry fruit and leaves green on 
top and white beneath, and the Baw Baw Berry (Wittsteinia vacciniacea) that 
is found only on Baw Baw, Lake Mountain and Donna Buang. — 


Lower down the road we noticed 2 difference in the flora. Amongst the Snow 
Gums there were now appearing Eucalyptus dalrympleana (Mountain Gum) with 
round blue-green leaves; Silver Wattles (Acacia dealbata); and the coppery 
foliage of young liyrtle Beeches (Nothofagus cunninghamii ) ; while the Mint 
Bush was taller, almost tree size. The mist was still heavy in the tree 
tops and looking up one could see, dimly, the gaunt white arms of dead giants. 
_ killed in the '39 fires, raised as if in supplication against a repetition 
of that holocaust. Horo wore Libertia pulchella and Olcaria phlogopappa 
again, the large berrics of the Tasman Plax-lily (Dianclla tasmanica); dop- 
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rosma hirtella with the hard rough leaves and greenish-yellow flowers with 
six large anthers in the centre of the leaf clusterss Senecio vellioidés 
crammed with flowers; Elderberry Panax (Tieghemopanax sambucifolius) with | 
ash-like leaves, and pink-flowered Epilobium confertifoliun. By 2 strean-— 
let we found Hard Water Fern (Blechnum procerum), Bay Water Fern (B. fluv- 
iatile) showing the fertile fronds finer and separate, and Oxalis.lactea 
again. 


Turning off the road, we olimbed an old jeep track back up the mountain, 
finding Bird Orchids up the path both side and centre. Here were more and 
taller Beeches, Sassafras (Atherosperma moschatum) with its serrated leaves, 
and young Silvertops (E. Sicberiena). A rather tired party finally and 
gratefully reached the top road again and thanked Miss Galbraith for her 
help and guidance, as she was leaving us after lunch. | 


After lunch, the mist having lifted to reveal dull clouds, a group hiked uff 
the home valley to the right summit, making further discoveries on the way (}) 
On @ rock in the valley we found the tiny and rare creeping alpine Wild | 
Cherry (Exocarpus nanz) with red berrics, and Lichen (Pixie Cups) with fruit 
pale green trumpets showing pale grecn powder (spores) inside. Also seen | 
were Coprosma repens, a Lagenophora, and the Stalked Water-Milfoil (Myrio— 
phyllum pendunculatum). At the turn to the right summit we came upon a | 
large wombat hole — suddenly the writer fell into it ... — and shortly af-— © 
ter had the excitement of finding a white Trigger—plant in the midst of | 
many pink ones under the trees. Trampling carpets of wild Violet amd Pen 
nywort leaves, we climbed onto large grey rocks, on top of which was dis- 
covered a small frog —- how it got there we could not fathom. Returning by 
a short cut (straight down) to the valley, some of us then set off over our 
previous day's route to tho left summit, finding a wonderful patch of Sun— © 
dews in a wide bay of a boggy stream and patches of Pineapple Grass with 
flowers and red oval fruit. Two More heaths were seen — Epacris serpyl- | 
lofolio with tiny pointed leaves; and E. petrophila with tiny blunt leaves. 
“A pretty sight was two mosses together - Polytrichum juniperenum with light — 
brown fruits, surrounded by a fine furry moss (Dicronella). On the way | 


back, high up, we had the pleasure of wetching a number of Flame Robins on (} 
the edge of the forest. : 
| 


Night brought thunder, lightning and rain, and a wonderful view from the 
lookout across the Latrobe Valley where the lights of the towns shoed dimly! 
Floodlit Hazelwood Power Station stood out well. Lightning played along 
the clouds over the Strzeleckie hills and regularly shot to earth in a 
straight line behind Hazelwood, while we ourselves were bathed in bright 
light as thunder rolled and crashed behind us. Here wos another side of 
Nature — wonderful and terrible in its might. 


Next morning, with the promise of another fine day, a group hiked five miles 
north across Mt. St. Philloc to Mustering Flats, climbing 150! higher than 
Baw Baw. Flora was somewhat the same as on Baw Baw but there were carpets 
of the prostrate Heath (Pentachondra pumila) studded with red berrics. They 
came upon three White-lipped Snakes which (white-lipped ?) made off. 


Altogether 130 species of plants were identified during the weekend. In ad- 
dition, some members of the Club (led by Mr. Frank Jones) and of the Victor 
ian eee eT Research Group, » cues in gathering data for research 
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into the migratory habits of Flame Robins, and several mist nets were up 
in the home vailey. 


Everyone agreed that it was a very enjoyable and worthwhile weekend, shared 


with our Melbourne confreres, and we are looking forward to meeting them 
again for the South Cascade excursion in April. 


cooe Be Kemp @eos 
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SPHAGNUM MOSS IN THE LOWLANDS. by Mrse Bon Thompson. 


Recently we visited a private property at Traralgon South to investigate 

the number of swamp heath plants (Springelia incarnata) growing there. We 
Found the plants, which will commence flowering in the Autumn, and to our 
delight we also found areas of sphagnum moss and umbrella fern (Glaichenia 


_ microphylla). 


There have been pockets of sphagnum moss found in the lowlands in recent 
years, but, of course, the large areas are in alpine regions. This moss 
was in areas surrounding natural soaks. There were many little plants in 
the moss — the swamp isotome (Isotome fluviatilis); brroklime (Gratiola 


_peruviana); the little blue lobelia (Lobelia alata); swamp mazus (Mazus 


pimulo) similar to little monkey flowers; two varieties of myriophyllum 
(Myriophyllum verrucosum and pendunculata) small plants with tiny flowers 


‘similar to raspwort. 


In this area, although not actually in the moss, grows Helichrysum rosmarini- 
folium, another plant usually growing in alpine areas. We also found this 
plant growing at Yallourn North. Miss Galbraith has kindly identified these 
plants. 


Not far away ia an arca of land that has been cleared and here we found the 
creeping raspwort (Haloragis micranthra), and a very tiny sundew (Drosera 
pygmaea ). It is only about half an inch across, the leaves are stalked 
from the centre to make a ring, in the centre is a c.ump of fine white hairs 
or stipules, and from this comes the very’ fine flower stalks about one inch 
high, with tiny red buds and white flowers, one to each stalk. 


Suict oa 


+see . Bon Thompson Brarats 
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BOOKS : New and Reprinted - by the Editor. 


"What Bird Is That ?" by Neville W. Cayley. $5675- 344 ppe 


This valuable work on Australian birds was first published in 1931 

and has gone through numerous reprintings to the present edition, which 
has been revised and enlarged by A.H. Chisholm, K.A. Hindwood and A.R. 

_ McGill, and published this year (1967). 


In this bird book, the bird species are arranged under four main divisions, 
instead of in chapters: Forest~frequenting birds; Birds of the Heathlands 

and Open Country; Birds of Lakes, Streams and Swamps; and Birds of the 4 
Ocean and Shore. These divisions have been further subdivided, and the 
book is a most convenient ,and ready reference — probably invaluable for ( 
both the expert ornithologist and the interested amateur. 


"A Handlist of the Birds Of Victoria! by W. Roy Wheeler. (1967). 


Mr. “Wheeler isa forner pues ene of the Royal Australasian Ornithologists 
Union, and Secretary of the Bord Observers Club of Victoria, and this hand— 
list fills a longfelt want in relation to Victorian birds. It records all 
the specics of birds which are known to have been seen and described in Vic- 
toriae As a handlist it is not intended as a means of identification, but 
would be a valuable addition to "What Bird is That". 


"A Field-list of the Birds Of Canberra and District! (1967) 30c. 


Published by the A.C.T. Branch of the Royal Australasian Ornithologists Uniom™ 
This is essentially a field book, and is designed to provide ready reference 
in graphic form to the birds of the A.C.T. 


A Continent in Danger" by Vincent Serventy. $5.65 (1966) 240pp-+ 
Vincent, has published several works, all authoritative, on various themes 

of a natural history nature, but principally connected with native fauna. 
This book is one of the 'Survival! books, and would appear to be very COL 
petently written and produced. — 


Mr. Serventy has produced a book which can be enjoyed as well ag pointing a 
message. The foreword by Colin Willock concoludes with: "I am thrilled | 
with Vin Serventy's book, not only because it is a good natural history 
book full.of guts as well as of information, but because I think it can do 
a great deal to awaken people to the need to work fast to prevent this par 
ticular lost world from becoming lost for ever."! 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS 


CLUB. 


Office Bearers; 


President: Mire He Homann, 34 Hennessey Ste, Moe. 

Vice-Presidents: Messrs. J. Peterson (Senior), F.E. Jones, G.T. Scanlan. 
Treasurer: Mr. BE. McElroy, 35 Latrobe Street, Morwell. 

Assistant Treas. Mrse Fe Kinniburgh, Elgin Street, Morwell. 

Excursion Secretary: Miss N.T. Rossiter, Railway Avenue, Yallourn. 

Asstt Exc. Secty. Mrs. L. Padfield, 42 Strzeleckie Road, Yallourn. 
Publicity Officers Mrs. Bon Thompson, Traralgon Southe 

Hon. Editor: Mr. G.T. Scanlan, c/o L.V.C. Hospital, Yallourn. 


Hon. Secretary: Mr. S. Belgraver, 179 Lloyd Street, Moe. 


Meetings : 


General meetings of the Club are held on the 4th. Friday of each month 
- at the Yallourn State School, commencing at 7-30 Pele 
Visitors are welcomed. 


“Excursions: 
These are in the nature of field days and are held, usually on the day fol- 


lowing the monthly general meeting . 
The programme should be referred to for particulars of meetings 


and excursions. 


: . Subscriptions: 
Annet: ‘sunscriptions bécomé due following the pebruary general neéting each 
_ year and are as follows: Sas 


‘Single subscriptions — adults oe 
juniors lOc. 
Ree ’ mes families $1.50 


| -The-subseription includes 2 copy of the "Latrobe Valley Naturalist" 


a) 


* 


- Contributions to the Naturalist: - 


Are invited and may be sent to the Editor at the above address. 
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Dear Follow Ficld Naturalists, 


lWecting and Excursion Notes from the Exeursion Secrotary, Miss. 
Nancy Rossitor: 


Goneral Mocting Friday 28th. Aprils Tho talk on this night will 
be by Mrs. Ellen Lyndon, of Leongatha and her subject will bo "Fungi. Thoro 
is a great varicty of these lowly plants, and this is a most appropriate tint 
of ycar for information on, at loast, those of tho fungi which might safcly 
be gathercd and catene 


Excursion; On the wock-ond of April 29th. - 30th. the Club aul 
be acting as host to the Field Naturalist Glub of Victoria, and it is hoped 
that as many of our membors as possible will attend theo outings arranged 
for Saturday 29th. and Sunday 30th... ' 


On the Saturday, <t South Cascade, fungi will be the subject for 
study, following upon Mrs.» Lyndon's talk on Friday evening. Mcmbers arc 
asked to moot at Parker's Corner, 2z tiles beyond Bxica on the Thomson Val- 
ley Road, at 9.30 @.me.. A -. 


The Melbourne ficld naturalists will bo net by represontatives 
of the L.V.F.N.C. 25 Moc and piloted hy them to South Cascade later in the 
day o 


Cn Sunday 30¢h. the Hazolwood Arboretum is to be visited in the 
morning and it is cuggested that our menbers be there at about 10 aemoe Tho 
party will leave the Arboretun at enproxinatoly 11.30 aen. and proceed to 
the Martin Walker Reserve for lunch, This reserve is on the corner of Mid 
dle Crock Road and Gilbort's Track. - 


__ ra the eftcrnoon the panty is to visit the now National Park at @ 
Foster's Gully, Yinnar, aftor which out visitors will,leavo on their return 
journey to Melbourne. oe ae 
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Contoring of Life Memborship Certificates: 


A Special General Mecting of mombers of the Club, which took tho 
form of a social cvening, was held at the Yallourn State School on Friday 4 
7th. April for the purposo of presenting tivo members of the Club, Miss Joan 
Galbraith and. Mr, Bob huchtorlonic with Lito Menbership Certificates, for 
outstanding service to the Club and, thereby, to'the cause of natural his— 
tory education, preservation, and conservation. ce +% 


Tho President, Mr. Eo Honann, in making the presentations, out— 
lined the association of cach with the Club, and referred to the special 
‘contributions which thoy hud made, ‘Tho Certizicatos were designed by Mrse 
K. Jakobson, and incorporated the Club enblen = the Flying Duck Orchid ~— and 
its mottots "Protcot and Mjoy™. Ms 
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‘Hotes of the Executive i 


pene “he eee nS of the. meocarire was hela at the home of Mire & Mrse 
Jim Detereen onthe night of April 3rd., and the following is a summary of 
some of the matters discussed: — 
Key to the Ferris: The only part of this to now come from the 
, author, Mr. Peter Turner is the preface, and this useful. 2 Sure to the Vic- 
torian ferns is awaited with interest. “ 


Photoflora 1968: It was stated that popular Photoflora, at which 
“during: the last showing, some local members of the L.V.F.N.C. and also the 
_ Warragul Club had excellent coloured slides of flora accepted and shown, 
‘will probably be conducted during February to April 1968. This advance ad- 
vice will enable those menbers intending to SE SH NSIS to do alnost a! 
Te eae oes cycle of 'blooming' photography. Si 


re Educational Programme: The “programme for. gered in a faut his= 
tery ade Ss wes planned to commence this year had to. be deferred because 
of an inability to obtain the services of a suitable teacher for the essential 
preliminary classes in biology... However, investigations and enquiries are 
‘Still being made, and if and when a teacher is available members. will be ad= 
vised. The interest expressed in the proposed classes and the specialised 
- classes; to follow was considerable, and was a further indication of the grow 
: 208 interest in these atterso 


‘Annual Subscriptions: There is still a number of Saisystencigy evans 
due and outstanding, and members are asked to become financial. as soon as 
‘possible. ' The Club is not urgently in need of the funds involved, but 

is required to comply with the ‘Naturalist! registration conditions, that 

it be posted and supplied only to those members who are financial. The 
amount to be paid, if you are in arrears, can be ascertained by referring to 

the rates set out on the inside of the back COVELy 


The Hazelwood Arboretum: A great deal of duSUBTEeia Se: Prone is 
still going on in connection with the Arboretum on the top road side of the 
5 Hazelwood Pondage. As stated in the last 'Naturalist! it is hoped to make 
“a-planting on Saturday 6th. May of 'frost-hardy' trees, and more willing 
workers are required to make this successful, as well as for other mainten- 
ance work. Members have carried out a survey of what:trees remain growing 
in the area, and although losses since the original planting have been heavy, 
the scheme still holds a great deal of promise. Many of the trees, particu- 
larly probably in the acacias, hakeas and some other varieties, are naking 
good progress. It is suggested that members who have not seen much of what 
. has been happening there pees find a visit - not Tecra aay to work ~ very 
interesting.” 


~ This paper ar and contributions: Some long Beads person is credited 
with having said some thing to the effect that 'the poor are always with ust 
a statement true but without the meaning which it fornerly had — and it can 
be said with truth that the Editor. consistently pleads for contributions to 
the Latrobe Valley Naturalist. However, the plea is not one which comes 
from selfish motives - it is felt that some good’ comes from its publication 
each month - and the intention is to help fulfil the objects for which the 
members have formed themselves into a Club. Please help to spread the nes~ 
sagé; Protect and Enjoy - Preservation and Conservation } 
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The Annual Genéral “Meeting: - ~ The business: ‘of the Annual Ger 


eral Meeting of members preceded that of the nornal aces meeting, and 
Une > ERTOLSCORERESS are briefly (SURE MSNScEL as follows: - 


The chairman for the meeting Was | iy Ern none President of thé 
See and re-elected for the ensuing set 


; Increase in menberships There Was @ gratifying increase in mem 
Ea ea eR 
bership during the year. _ 


Guest Speakers and Excursion Leaders; Reference was made to the 


generous response of spcialist naturalists to requests to lecture to members 
on @, variety of matters of natural history interests. The Club has been moé) 
fortunate in the calibre of its speakers and leaders. 


Officers of the Club: The President nade ‘reference fo the work 4 
formed in the interests of the Club and of the members by the officers: i ‘b 
cluding the Hon. Secretary, Mr. Simon Belgraver; The. Excursion Secretary, 
Miss Jean Rossiter and her assistant, Mrs. L. Padfield, who carried out the 
quite extensive work associated with arranging excursions’ etCe§ Mr. Reg. 
Stephens, former Publicity Officer and his successor, Mrs. Bon Thompson; the 
Editor of this magazine and officers of the Executive Committee. © 2 4 


Car Stickers; Special reference was made +o the work of Miss 
Betty Kemp in the distribution of the Car Stickers, designed by Mrs. K. Jac 
obson. A total of 2,300 stickers had already been sold and distributed to 
field naturalist and similar clubs throughout Australia. . These were for | 
the purpose of recognizing fellow field naturalists by wearing the sticker 
_ on the rear window of cars and other vehicles, and the Segyea itches had been 
‘wonderfully successful. 


Creation of Reserves: Mr. Homann stressed that the Pci many, and 
nest important function of the Club was -to encourage the appropriate author- 
ities to reserve suitable areas as fauna and flora reserves, and to assist 


other organisations to tris end. Sone of the nore BELEN ‘ARREE Felons were: 
ROR ele cae ‘south of Taeeab. where was to be enievebalel the rare a 
Orchid. 


Boola—Boola Reserve, about north of Tyers, where a wildfloner ee 
is now in being. 


And in progress: Darlimurla and the South Cascades area. “Teahien 
. is an area in which assistance has been given by members of this Club in E, 
“and fauna surveys, and South Cascade area is facing the threat. of being oro 


Whitelaw! s @rack, about south of Han ewenty 
O 
completely for the purposes of weter conservation by utilizing the waters of 


:» the Thonson River. Representations were made to the Parlianentary Works CoM 


_ Bites On behalf of thé Club by .Mr. Jim Peterson. | 


~The Sale Common and Gellion's Run: The Sale. Piola Waturaliste Club 
“sand other organizations are “are being supported, in efforts to reserve at least 
ee of ‘HEISE ALAS e 


peloton: PMGHCECL OTN Meaurelatets 


a 
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LAKE VICTORIA: Report of the Bxcursion to the southern shores 


of Lake ENCE on See BES ius April: by Miss Betty Kempe 


A rainy nig ain and 2 digtat cloudy morning lowered hopes for an- 
other fine day for the excursion to the southern shores of Lake Victoria, 
but Mother Nature again. favoured US, the OAS steadily improving en 
route. 


The first port of ae was at Sale's Lake Guthridge —- man-made 
sanctuary for nany water birds which appeared. quite used to human beings. 
As our car travelied around the lake verge to the meeting place, a hand— 
some Hastern Swamp Hen, with blue breast and red beak and pate, casually 
moved to one side to let us passe Up to 19 species of birds had been seen 
here, among them Black Swans, Pelicans, three species of Cormorant (Little 


Black, Black and Little Pied), Goots, Dusiy Moor Hens, Eastern Swamp Hens, 


Ducks (Grey Teal, Chestnut Crested Teal, Black, Blue Bill, Musk and Hard 
Head). Much wejeeaiane takes place by ce flood creek alana sails the lake, 
and here Mr. Peter Turner, excursion leader from Sale, mentioned. FAS USHERS 
lunch-time concerts by Reed Warblers 


Rainbow Trout, Buropean Carp up to 12" and BRls have been found 
in the. Lake. 


Water plants included Red Azolla (Azolla filiculoides) that 
floats in dense red patches on the surface; Tall Spike-rush (Eleocharis 
sphacelata); and iiel-grass (Vallieneria Sue TUS) a subnerged plant which 
has spread considerably in the lake and which has an interesting method of 
pollination, the male and fonale flovers being on separate plants. In Miss 
Galbraith'ts simple and clear description, ‘The fenale flowers on spirally 
coiled stalks, which straighten to allow the flowers to float on the sux— 
face; when tho sae +4 stalked male flowezs, becoming detached from the plant, 
are floating near to po.linate then. The stalks then recoil while the 
fruit matures, ph straighten to bring it to the surfuee when ripe," 


The nex stop was by Sale Common where there was mich. water, 3! 
deep in parts, and many birds - White Bgrets, Yellow-billed and Royal (black 
billed) Spoonbills, all three species.of Cormorants, Marsh Terns (with thous- 
ands of nests), and the Ducks and Swans seen on Lake Guthridge, Grebes 
nest here and Cattle Egrets have been seen, but not the Little Bgrets. There 
is. also a large Ibis rookery with both White.and Straw-necked . Ibis, and Glos— 
sy Ibis have been MESS to come here fron Se -sStricken northern Austra— 
lide ; 


4 eth Continuing our journey, we paused at the near end of Loch Sport 
roade Here the land was flat and sandy with low shrubs alongside the road 
suited to withstand dry conditions. On many the leaves were tiny (to pro- 
tect against loss of moisture), hard or spiked. There were many Heaths — 
Pink Beard Heath (Leucopogon ericoides); Common Heath (Epacris impressa) not 
yet flowering; Daphne Heath (Brachylona daphnoides) which has a very frag- 
rant honey scent; a Myrtle Heath - the Common Fringe-Myrtle (Calytrix tetra~ 
gone.) with aronatic leaves and finished flowers showing long fine.hairs con- 
ing from the calyx. Als 30 noted were the autumn flowering Bossia hotero- 


‘phylla with flattened stems and orange-yellow pea flowers, somewhat like the 
Genistas; Shrubby Platysace (Platysace lanceolata); and a member of the Pars— 
ley family, Aanthia pilosa with 3 - 5 lobed hairy ee ey 3 lobed wath 


: | | 
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with the middle lobe larger and itself usually 3 lobed. There was Spike 
Wattle (Acacia oxycedrus) already in bud with young catkins growing from 
the base of the sharp-pointed stiff green leaves, and the Shrubby Sheoke 
(Casuarina distyla) with many tiny oblong cones, 


Moving on along the road, now bordered with Tea-tree and nany 
fine banksias, we turned off to the right along Campbell's Causeway to 
Trig Point on the Ninety Mile Beach for lunch. Our path crossed Lake 
Reeve mud flats pertly covered with water and carpeted with colourful suc- 
culents which we had no time to indentify as we splashed and skidded through 
‘the mud and puddles of the causeway. Blue sky, green sea, white surf and 
golden sand nade a perfect picture, offset by the dull green of the Tea—tree 
and pale grey of the Salt—bush with its peculiar woolly stick-like foliage, 
adnirably suited to withstand both dry and salty conditions. 


Lunch over, we returned across the causeway and continued on to 
a salt marsh on the other side of Loch Sporte Here our erudite leader, 
with the road for a blackboard, explained the process of osmosis whereby 
water is attracted through a membrane (such as a plant or cell wall) from 
a solution of low concentration to one of high concentration - salt in the 


case of salt marsh plants. Thus a plant will store up a lot of salt in orde? 
to keep the water in. 


The salt marsh was a low open area surrounded by tall Tea~tree, 
with a salt—caked creck winding through undulating carpets of red and green ~ 
@ pretty scene with the blue sky reflected in the water. As would be ex- 
pected in such a salty environment, many of the plants were succulents with 
fleshy leaves swollen with water salty to the taste, liverywhere were the 
bright green Beaded Glasswort (Selicorni.e australis) with smooth jointed 
fleshy stems like strings of beads; the Seablite (Suaeda maritima) with 
many small red sausage—like leaves; and the prostrate Rounded Noonflower 
(Mesembryanthenun australe) whose cylindrical,leaves ranged from green to 
scarlet. Selt-grass grew up in long fronds among the succulents. Here 
also we found Brookweed (samolus repens) whose small pink flowers have tiny /{] 
scales between the petals; Swamp-weed (Selliera radicans) with fleshy spoon” 
shaped leaves and which has a Fan—flower type pale pink flower; and Common 
Sea—heath (Frankenia peuciflora) with tiny leaves spreading mat-like and 
small palest pink flowers, Further away from the creek grew taller shrubs - 
Showy Cassinia (Cassinia spectabilis) with large aromatic leaves growing vers 
closely up and around the woolly stens topped by a fuzzy mass of tiny pale 
brown flowers (finished ?): Swamp Dock with long spikes of yellow flowers, 
and a fresh looking aromatic-leaved Thryptomene. 


Onward to the Lakes National Park on Sperm Whale Head, glimpsing 
more mysterious mud flats and water surrounded by tall bush and seeing many 
Banksias, old and young. We travelled through the park to Pt. Wilson on 
the south shore of Lake Victoria, noting here more succulents (Noon Flower) 3 
a small grass-leaved white Daisy (Brachycoma graminifoliun) 3 and a Trefoil 
with yellow pea flowers. After a welcome cuppa we were joined by Mr. F.C.W- 
Barton, Park Ranger, who had led us on a previous excursion to the Park. ~ ~ 


Eventually we had to nake a start on the long way home, after Mr. 
Peter Turner was;suitably thanked on members! behalf by Mr. Thompson. 


@ene Be Kemp cove 
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AUTUMN LEAVES: by Mr. Bob Auchterlonie. 


"That time of year thou mayst in me behold 
When yellow leaves, or none, or few, do hang 
Upon those boughs which shake against the cold, 
Bare ruintd choirs, where late the sweet birds sang..." 


‘Thus observed Shakespeare, though alas | his own enjoyment of 


that particular time must have been both premature and fleeting if, as we 


are told, he departed this world in his fifty-third year. But perhaps 
man's expectation of life was shorter in the Sabisihcetaibn century than it is 
today. 


Be that as it may, the actual season for not only astuiliens leaves, 
but scarlet and crimson ones, and every conceivable blending of these col- 


“ours is again at hand, Bich a few comments on how it all comes about meby not 


be out of place. 
First of all, it must be stated that this annual autre display 


is produced entirely by deciduous trees and shrubs introduced from the North= 


ern Hemisphere, and forms no part of Nature's plan for Australia. “Our nat- 
ive trees and shrubs , with a few minor exceptions are ‘evergreens, and growth 
proceeds throughout our comparative’ y nild wintors. In Europo and North Am- 


erica, it is a difforont story. In the sovere wintor climos of thoso ro= 


gions, only trees with spocially adaptod leavos, such as conifers, retain 
their foliago over winter. Thore would be no -purposo, and only risk of 
linb breakage, in broad-leaved trocs doing so, so these latter deal with tho 
situation: by discarding thoir leaves in the Autumn or‘ the 'fallt, as our An 


‘erican frionds would say, and go through tho winter with bare limbs; but bo- 


fore doing so, thoy turn on that display of coloured lcaves nels wo. associ- 
ate with the autumn. 


Although surprisingly fow people are awaro of it, sigiiee N is 
one of the most important substances on this carth, for without it plants 
could not grow, and all animal lifc, including man, would starve. Chlorophyll 
plays a vital part in tho plant's most important activity, which we know as 
photo-synthesis,; or tho converting of carbon dioxide from the air firstly 
into sugars, which are ultimately transfornod into starch, fats, cellulose 


_ete., which form the great bulk of the plant!s mako-up. It is green in 


colour, is formed in the leaves in the presence of light, and the moro fav— 
ourable the conditions of light, tomporature, moisture and soil nutrionts, 


_ the more chlorophyll is formed, honce tho darker groen of the leaf, and the 
more vigorous the plant's growth. Chlorophyll is used up by the plant prac~ 


tically as soon as it is produced, it is not storcd up for any longth of 
time, conscquently, if its production is hold up through unfavourablo condi- 
tions of tomperature, Doe eue or any other cause, tho plant!s growth must 


‘slow down and coasc. 


In addition to chlorophyll, plants may. contain in varying quan— 
tities, one, or both of two other groups of substances which have a bearing 
on loaf colour. Tho first of thoso arc the carotenoids, an almost ocvor 
present group of plant pigments, yellow in colour. Thoy occur in all parts 


ith ie, : Ae Seer PALO Ae 
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of the plant, leaves, fruits, ycllow flowors, sccds and bark. During ac- 
tive growth, the’quantity of carotcnoids in plant Joavos is so very much 
less than chlorophyll that their prescnee is completely obliterated or 
masked by the grecn colour of the lattor. 


The other group of substances, anthocyanins, are rod, purple 
Ari blue pigments, which arc also ovor-present in the sap of certain plants. 
Like the carotenoids, these occur in much lossor quantity than chlorophyll, 
and are normally similarly masked. They are responsible for theso colours 
in flowers, and fruits such as applcs, plums and grapos. Nutricnt defi- 
_cioncics, and cxcessive or EISRUPEA@ a Isbeh soil moisture can causc excessive 
anthocyanin production. Tat 


The full purpose of these two lattor groups is not Knowne It 

... has been suggested that thoy may play a minor rolo in the process of photo- 
, synthesis. . But it sooms likely that thoir most important function is to 
impart the red ,: yollow or bluc colours to the flowers, in order to attract 

“insocts and ensure pollination, and to render fruits attractive, and so on- 

Cou the disporsal of their scods. 


Tho. stage is now sot for the autumn colour carnival...» , Short— 
oning daylight hours, longer nights, lower tomporatures, signal the approach 
of the trees' winter rost period. Chlorophyll production begins to slack- 
. ON, slowly at first, then with’ quickening tempo as tho scason advances, un- 
Susi aliy ait boing uscd up fastor than it is boing produced. Soon the stago 
28 reached when, there is no longer sufficicont.to mask the ever-present car 
- otenoids and anthocyanins, and the latter start to show up through the | 
_.gkoon, ‘gradually to become the dominant cclours for a bricf gay poriod prior 
_ to oventual, fall.. Leaves of trcos such as Poplars, Willows, Tulip Troo, | 

English. Maple, low or lacking in anthocyanin, become yollow only, whilst 
; others such.as Beech, Japanese and Canadian Maplos, Rhus otce, rich in this | 
substanco, take on tho darkor reds and crimson. Othors, such as the Eng—- © 


lish Qak, and tho Plane Treo, low in both substances, assumo a more noutral 
TUssOv: Tone S é 


= Pho process can usually bo scon in roverso - in Spring. From bud= — 

. burst until they are fully grown, the leaves of those spocics rich in an 
sthocyanins show the rod colouring until such time as chlorophyll. production . 
gots. under way in quantity sufficiont to submerge it. 


aa -A season of normal rainfall is conducive to- saul nena anteinae 

Dry autunns with hot northerly winds procuce poor colours, scorching, and | 

premature fall. Finally, fallen leaves still have a purposo to fulfil. Thoy 

are a valuable source of humus, so necessary for maintaining the soil in | 
good physical condition and preventing crosione Dontt burn thom 1 


Pianta Bob Auchtcrlonic. and 
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BIRD-—BANDING PROJECT s by F.E. Joncse 


A Study of the Movenents of Honoy-caters in Relation to the flow. 
ering of Native Plants. : 


In accordance with current bird—banding policy requiring banders 
to specialize in a specific project, the above project has becn submitted to, 
and subsequently approved by the C.S.1I.R.0. Division of Wildlife Researche 


The objectives of the project are to ascertain: 


a) the concentration and novenent of Honey~eaters as affected by 
the flowering of native plants:(mainly Eucalypts and Banksias). 


b) the degree to which various species are dependent upon nectar 
from these plants. 


c) whether the same individual birds return to the same areas in 
successive seasons. 


d) which species remain in an area regardless of the availability 


of nectare 


e) whether return of birds is fortuitous or instinctive. 
The methods being used to achieve these aims are as follows:- 
1. Regular nist netting and banding in selected areas, whether 
the main nectar producing plants are flowering or note 


‘= 2. Investigation of any localities where any plant is flower- 
ing heavily, and banding in these areas if practicable. With some banding 
in non-flowering areas for comparison. : 


3. Banding of all nestlings found in the banding areas. — 


The project is to be of 10 years duration, and we hope to band 


approximately 1,000 birds in a yeare 


Since we started bird—banding in 1965 we have banded over 2,000 
birds, and of these 995 have been Honey-eaters of 18 species, so we have 
only to continue our banding over the proposed period, paying particular at— 
tention to Honey-caters, and we should be able to follow the project through 
to a successful conclusion. ; 


There are several obvious plant/bird relationships, such as New- 
Holland Honey-eaters and Hill Banksia (B. spinulosa); Wattle-birds and Coast—_ 
al Banksia (B. integrifolia), but with the Bucalypts and their erratic flow 
ering habits the position is not so clear. It has been noticed that in the 
Cowarr district the flowering of the Red Box (E. polyanthenos) every second 
year coincides with the influx of White-naped Honey-eaters and the Crescent 
Honey-eaters, and an increase in the numbers of other Honey-eaters, but as 
the anount of nectar varies according to seasonal conditions the number of 


birds can be expected to fluctuate also. 


The factors that govern tho’ flowering of EBucalypts are often ob— 
soure, and if the birds can anticipate a heavy nectar yield in a particular 
area and travel from afar to the land of plenty, then their instincts pro- 
Vide better judgement than humans have of these things. 
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(Bird-banding Project- Cont'd) 

_ Our bird-banding in recent weeks has been of rather a negative 
nature, mostly concerned with proving that few. Honey-eaters occur in certain 
Eucalypt areas while the trees are not flowering, although quite a few birds | 
were netted around water in the dry late Summer and early Autumn periods. 
This method however, resulted in many birds which we are not banding now 
being caught, and we are looking forward to the tine when we can put our: 
nets among the Autumn flowering Eucalypts. Red Ironbark (E. sideroxylon) 


has begun to flower and looks, promising, and should be followed up this year | 
by the Red Box, 


| 
We should not forget that many of the aims of our project could 

be achieved by observation alone, but for a real insight into the reasons 

-for bird movements and the variation in the birdlife in our study areas, fi 


| 


many birds must be banded and some of then retrapped over a nunber of year 


eeeo F.E. Jones 9p eee | 
| 
BULTERFLY MIGRATION STUDY IN AUSTRALIA: by Hllen Lyndon. 
[iL ete ney DE : 


It may not be generally known that there is a butterfly marking 
schene in progress at the present tine somewhat sinilar in operation to that 
of the banding of the birds. A tiny printed sticker is folded over the 
_ edge of the upper wing - it in no way impedes the flight of the butterfly 

wearing providing that it has been correctly applied, and that the insect 

is sufficiently large and robust +o carry the label. 4A little experinenta- 
tion soon clears up this point and enables the operator to judge at a glance 
whether the butterfly is Suitable for narking. 


The study of long distance butterfly migration originated fron th) 
the Australian Museum in Sydney, and particulars may be obtained by writing 
to the Curator of Insects there. The stickers bear a serial number anda 

-'please return to Sydney Muscum', ‘They are white and can be seen plainly 
on a butterfly in flight. Anyone seeing a narked butterfly could help by 
netting it and sending in the nunber given on the tag together with details 
of place and date of capture. If the insect is dead just forward the tag, | 

| 


or rather the wing with the tag on, 
_ Two lines of investigation are being used: 


ate hs «> 1. Observations and recording of flight direction, both of in | 
‘dividuals and of massed flights; 


he 2. Marking and release of specinens, in particular of the Wan 
derer (sonetines called the Monarch), and the Caper White (not the Cabbage 
White). However, an species nay be marked and partiwulars recorded on | 
the forms supplied, in fact, the hore narked and released the better. In 
N.S.W. School teachers have found this a practical exercise for children, ) 
and we have in our club a teacher so cooperating. 


ne Absolute accuracy is necessary in this work, and Dr. Comnonts — 
little handbook is recommended as a guide. _Comoperators are asked not to. 
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(Butterfly Migration Study Cont'd). 


give flowery accounts of their work to the press, nagazines ete ‘eat at 
asked and was granted permission to send in a note to this journal. There 
nay be other members who might like to. assist. Observation of butterfly 
species seen on club outings could add interest to our field days and in- 
prove our knowledge of lovely things that often pass by unnoticed. 


eo0ee He Lyndon ; eece 


gn dln AN OUTING WITH THE BARRIER bres aaa FIELD NATURALISTS: by 
Mrs. Enid Newnhan of Sale... 


mn June of 1966, Ausullg on @ holiday at eaetae Hill, my husband 
and I were invited by the Vice-President of the Barrier Field Naturalists 
Glub (Mr. Geoffrey Lithgow B.Sc.) to join one of their excursions. On the 
following Sunday. norning therefore,: at the Post Office corner in Argent | 
Street, we joined the party consisting of sone thirty or forty passengers 
ina bus, and 4 number of cars ready to move off. We travelled at first 
in a northerly direction, passing the site of the old Mt. Gipps Station 
from which, in 1883, boundary rider Charles Rasp discovered the fabulous 


’*‘nineral wealth of Broken Hill. 


About ten niles further on was the honestead of Windalpa Station 
and, having obtained permission, we travelled several niles on through the 
station property until we reached a creek bed — or, rather, a dry water 
course as they are called in this country. On either side were two bare 
rocky hills called 'The Paps!, and here we stopped, those, interested in nin— 


-eralogy searching the area for black tourmaline, which was to be found as 


loose crystals in the bed of the water course, or embedded still in the rock 
Matrixke Tournaline is a complicated silicate containing boron and alunin- 

ium, (and several other netals). It has striated (i.e., channelled or groov- 
ed) crystals. 


After a picnic lunch the party divided into two groups - Botany 
and Geology ~ and we joined the latter. Mr. J.&. Baker explained the nat— 
ural features of the areca, and the interesting rock specinens as we wandered 
along the watercourse. We were diverted, after a time, to inspect the nest 
of an cagle, and to see a rare species of Eucalyptus (EH. gillie), the seeds 
of which had been collected when some 30 years before, Albert Morris, the 
botanist, had begun his noted plantations around Broken Hill, in order to 
prevent the overwhelming of the city by the prevalent duststorms. Both of 
these interesting matters were at the top of one of the hills, and the first 
easy grade enabled us to discuss and examine the unusual things to be seen, 


‘including the 'dead finish! Wattle’ (A. ee oe ae and the various 


Species of Chénopodiaceac. 


Clinbing upward we “passed an abandoned mine shaft, a timber 


shored hole of unknown depth. A little over half way to the top the grade 


grew stesper, and the. loose stones moved uncomfortably under the feet, bound— 
ing down the slope behind us, and reminding me, at least, that the pobton 
was a long way down, and the open mine shaft also below. 


‘ 
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(Broken Hill F.N.C. Cont'd) 


A little further: on and the going was like climbing a steep cliff. 
Hastily I burdened my husband with the camera and collecting bag as my two 


id hands and feet just didn't seem enough to hang on with. Then it was that 


Senior) Longmans Australian Neture Series: 


we reached the rare species of Eucalyptus, but by then I had lost all in- 
terest in the subject of botany - it took all my powers of concentration 


to hang on. Still further up we reached a cave, but it and the eaglets 


nest no longer held-any interest for te. 


Others of the party had become very helpful with aikelas as to 
where to step, what to hold on to, while others virtually hauled me up over 
the last ghastly crag. The striking view from the top was admired before 
commencing the descent on the other side of the hill. This was not any- 


_ where so steep and. the watercourse wes soon reached. Unbelievably, to ne, 


sone of the nore hardy members of the party -now again set off to clinb an- 
other hill, in order to view a fault. 


Later, over a refreshing cup of tea, members of the party gath- 


ered to.show and discuss their mineral and botanical 'finds!, and ‘the can 
eras clicked as the enthusiasts obta vined records of the outing. 


This was a memorabie experience } 


eveo He Newnhan - @000 


A BOOK REVIEW : _ by Miss Jean Galbraith. 


'Tnsects and Their Habits! John Child): illustrated by Margaret © 


9 cents. 


This latest arrival in the series edited by riselestials Biemoosiey is if 


‘tended for older children, but has much of interest for adults also. The 


Natur. Series, n. with 13 titles, was described to me this week by a teach- 
er as "A teacher's dream —- just what the doctor ordered !", and apparently 
both children and adults enjoy and learn from these books on the branch of 
natural history bees find nost teres usnee For pay this is ES heh of 
insects. 


The SnEvouta eee. Boek in the series 'Insects! was for younger 


headers and described insects! growth, structure and behviour. The new 
booklet describes seven of the largest insect orders and tells something of 


the habits of their nembers under such headings as "How insects obtain air 
«++ oxygen ... food ... water "3 "How they see, hear, and smell," we are _ 
given glimpses of a realn as absorbing and. wonderful as any in nature, and 
helped to learn more by our own observation and reading. ‘The book, like 
others in the series, is illustrated in colour. It includes a list of 
books for further reading and a list of sugg sien nugee to do!, 


eree Teen Galbraith eogee 
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Editorials 


General Meeting - for Mey 1967: Members are asked to take spec 


ial note of the change of date for the May Meeting.. This is now to be held 


on Friday the 19th.. May, at the usual place of meeting, the Yallourn State 
School at 7-30 peMece- The speaker will be Sir Robert Blackwood,-and his 
subject some aspect of marine biology, of which he has a deep interest -and 
Wide knowledge . This will relate to shells of the seashore, and will be 
followed on Saturday the 20th. May by an excursion to Waratah Bay, which 
will be led by Sir Robert. The fact that low tide on the 20th. is at about 


Paseheleae ‘governed the change of dates of the meeting and excursion. 


Sir Robert Blackwood is Chancellor of Monash University and has 
had a most impressive academic and business carcer, which is still continu- 
ing, of course. embers are urged to attend, with as many of their friends 


as possible, both the meeting and the excursion to Waratah Bay. 


The Executive Meeting Monday lst.May: This was held at the home 
of President and Mrs. Ern Homann, lioe, and the principal items discussed are 
as follows: - 


“Change of neeting and excursion as already referred +0, and the 


* meeting place: for the excursion, which will be, as is usual for most of the 


Club excursions to South Gippsland, at the Mecniyan - Dumbalk junction on 
the South Gippsland Hi hwa; > ab 10 am. 


CAH. Spring Sfoneisil at Mt, Boauty: Miss Jean Galbraith report- 
ed that the School will be held at the usual popular Mt. Beauty between 28th. 
October and 6th. November. She will be again leading the Botany Group, and 
the School can be strongly recommended for a varicty of experiences. And if 
the route taken is by way of Bairnsdale, along the Omeo Highway; thenco the 
Alpine Highway over the High Plains, Hotham Heights, past Mt. St. Bernard and. 


. down to Harrietville, and over the Tawonga Gap with a botanist as guide and 


companion, @n experience to be long remembered will Ins repeated. 


Hazolwood Arborctum: On the advice of. Mr. Bob Auchterlonie it was 
agreed that the conditions were too dry for the proposed planting of about 
200 trees at the Arboretum. This dod not deter a number of members however, 
who were the consistently active workers on planting and maintenance, from 


. attending and carrying out many usoful taks, including the preparation of 


the ground fora possible planting when and if the rains come.” 


Natural History Medallion: The Exechtive has now joined. asin 


other organisations in nominating Miss Joan.Galbraith for the award of the 


medallion for 1967. This is awarddd cach year for outstanding contribu- 
tions in the ficld of natural history. We wish Miss Galbraith well-desor- 


" ved success. 


sone ha Garleioin . ered 
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MOE BELLBIRDS 3 by Mr. Ern Homann, 


During a residence of over sixteen years in the Latrobe Valley, 
I knew of no nearer colony of Bell-Miners (Manorina melanophrys) than the 
long-established colonies at Glen Cromie, north of Warragul, and at Picnic 
Point, both on the Tarago River. These colonies have been at. the.same lo 
cations for nearly 60 years to.my knowledge, and have probably been there 
much longer. The birds almost always have running water near at hand and 
Seem, in Victoria at least, to avoid the dense forest country, preferring 
' the smaller eucalypts and scrub. 


Driving along the Old Sale tee some 8 miles) west of Moe, at 
the end of March, I was very surprised to hear the sound of a bellbird. R 
‘turning on the 2nd. of May I investigated more closely and found that there 
_ was a colony of some dozen birds, They seemed to have taken complete pos— 
Session, much to the dismay of the White-plumed Honey-eaters, since. they 
were briskly chased away by the Bellbirds. There is a sluggish creek in 
the area, and along the road grow Mess-mate Stringy~bark, Peppermint Gums 
and the usual shrubs of our district, : 


; Where did these birds come from ? They were certainly not 
there at the end of January. Perhaps an area has been bulldozed where a 

colony was established and its inhabitants, displaced by the destruction 

of their habitat, have found this new spot where I hope they will settle. 


<= E. . Homann | SSE 


THE SOUTH CASCADE CREEK EXCURSION SATURDAY 29TH. APRIL: by Mrs. 
; Bon Thompson. 


About 8 cars set out from Parker's Corner and others were eae 
ready at South Cascade or joined the excursion later. Members of the Vic- 
torian Field Naturalists Club, from Melbourne, arrived by bus at about 1.30 
peme Although members of the L.V.F.N.Club had been through the South Cas~ 
cade area in the morning, many accompanied the Melbourne folk in the after— 
noone 


The lovely blue berries of the Tasman Plax-lily (Dianella tase 
manica) and the Purple Appleberry (Billardiera longiflora) started the walk 
off on a happy note. The red berries of the Rough Coprosma (Coprosma hin 
tella) were few but very bright. The Hard Water-fern (Blechnum procerum) 
covered much of the ground in this area. The first fungi to catch the eye 
were the tiny blue pixie parasols, They were seen in many areas along the 
walk and always delighted us. Small golden-coloured fungi and the little 
brown parasols on long slender stems were discovered before we reached the 
bif Myrtle-beech (Nothofagus funninghamii). Above our heads were birds! 
nests — a big’ scattered nest and the trim cup-shaped nest of the Pink Robin. 
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(3) May 1967. 
(Excursion cont'd) 
After crossing over the slippery bridge there were many filmy 


ferns, Finger Ferns (Grammitis billardieri) and Lance Water-fern (Blechnum 
lanceolatum). Here also were cinnamon-coloured coral fungi and long—stem- 


-med flimsy parasols. The orange fungi had gills that connected low down 


on the stem. Looking back into the gully from a clear place was a lovely 
view with the very shapely pointed Sassafras tree (Atherosperma moschatum) 

in the centre. We were fortunate to find the black snail, indigenous to 
Australia. It had scarlet edges to its foot and underneath was all scar 
let. Tae shell seemed to be set at an angle rather than straight up as in 
the garden snail. It was not as timid as the garden variety and the many 
photographers had little difficulty in positioning it. Batswing fern (His- 
tropteris incisa) was shooting up new fronds; the Ray Water-fern (B. fluvia- 
tile) grew near the tracks; the Shiny Shield~fern (Ctenitis shepherdii ~ (Wake— 


field) by the water's. edge, and the Mother Spleenwort (Asplenium bulbiferum) 


further up the track. More of the fungi here were the blue fungi, sticky- 
topped orange fungi, 2 thick-stemmed variety with a tiny top, tiny red um 
brellas and then the big splash of white fungi on a log looking like huge 
flowers (almost 6" across) with frilled edges. In this area the photo-— 
graphers were very busye A group of cinnamon-coloured fungi made more 


beautiful by a backdrop of dried treefern leaves was delightful. 


The next fungi to attract the photographers were the large fawn— 
topped variety, about 8" across, with pale gills and an inch wide frilled 
skirt halfway down the stem. These were forest mushrooms. On rounding 
a big tree we were agin delighted with a bracket fungus which grew in lay- 
ers, and the dew drops hanging from these layers made a beautiful picture 
which somebody named the !Fairy Chandelier', Soon we reached the highest 
point of the track and thankfully commenced the downward journey. We grad~ 
ually left the ferns behind, the plant life becoming more shrublike.: The 
Mountain Correa (Correa lawrenciana) had many yellow-green flowers. From 
here on we had to watch the track as there were three Lyrebirds! mounds to 


_ be negotiated. We heard a Lyrebird imitating the Whipbird and Thrush, but 


did not see one. Mr. Jones reported seeing Pilot Birds and Lewin Honey- 
eaters during the day. 


[The Blderberry Panax (Tieghemopanax sambucifolius) had both green 
flowers and grey-blue berries on the bush. The little mat-like Alpine Cotula 
(Cotula alpina) showed its yellow flowers. Still there were fungi ~ here 
were the fawn !Woolly Berets!, clumps of yellowish brown fungi growing from a 
central base, and the many very dark blackish umbrellas that almost filled a 
hole beside a stump. The forest Groundsel with the leaves encircling the 
stem (Senecio velleioides) was still flowering and the red berries were on 


_the Banyalla (Pittosporum bicolor). On the side of the road the Austral 
_ Elderberry (Sambucus gaudichaudianun) was displaying its lovely. lemon—colour- 


ed translucent berries and another spectacular fungus was growing on the bank. 
Many of the bushes and trees with neither flower nor fruit, but identified 


during the day included. Cascade Everlasting (Helichrysum thyrsoideum) 3 Common 


Dogwood (Cassina aculeata); Sandfly Ziera smithii); Mountain Pepper (Drimys 


lanceolata); Austral Mulberry (Hedycarya augustifolia); Musk Daisy—bush (0Ol- 


earia argophylla); Snow Daisy—bush (Dlearia lirata); Hazel Pomaderris (Poma— 
derris apetala) and Blanket~leaf (Bedfordia salicina). ; 
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(Excursion cont'd) 


Mrs. Lyndon had an extensive collection of fungi on her 'displayt 
table, and she spent much of her time naming varieties produced by the many 
enthusiasts. She told how fungi are important in the function of breaking 
down the debris on the forest floor and converting it to humus to enable the 
soil microbes to further convert the humus to 2 form suitable for use by the 
plants. 


Sat Be Thompson ——— 


IN QUEST OF BIRDS ALONG RINTOULS CREEK: by J. & HE. Collins. 


February 1967: The day was warm with a light breeze. The creck 
was very ‘low, in places trickling through rocks, in other spots dry, broken 
by crystal clear pebbly pools. 


Minutes after.the noise of our arrival by car had died away, the 
beautiful mimicry of the Lyrebird began. The sound we made walking in the 
creek didntt worry the bird, perhaps it was making too much noise itself. We 
left the creek where we thought we were close enough to see the bird. However, 
it was a different story when we took to the scrub — the song ceased and we 
heard the bird retreating. Our attention was diverted by a male Golden Whist- 
ler feeding silently in the Tea-tree ehove our heads. We sat down to watch 
him catching little moths and other irsccts, The silence brought loud song 
from our elusive friend the Lyreb*rd, thea . soft clucking sound followed by 

a quick dash around us in an arc — baci to where we had first disturbed hin. 


Outwitted, we returned to the creek to see Brown Thornbills and 
insta little Grey Fantails. Blue Wrens were around the ferny pools close to 
the bank. Rufous Fantails with their little brood flitted in the Tea—tree 
nearby to where we found a nest containing young on a previous visit. A neo 
at the nest showed that it was still in good condition, and firmly attached 

to the branch. The reddish-brown material in the nest blended well with the 
rufous colour on the bird. White~naped Honeyeaters shrieked at us as we dis- 
turbed their play. They appear to spend much of their time pursuing one an 
other. My friend remarked that they resemble miniature Penguins when they ar 
are still. It was noted that their nest, found the same day as that of the 


_. fantails and in use at the same time had deteriorated greatly, now appearing 


as a scruffy bundle hanging . from the Wattle tree. 


A rustling sound attracted us and a Taree (tacit snake wriggled 
out of a crack in a fallen dead tree. We could not agree on its name, but 
it was photographed and then measured, by noting its head and tail position, 

allowing it to move on, then applying the tape measure to the position. 49 
inches long plus two inches for the curved parts ! Once the snake realised 

it was being pursued it beat a hasty retrest, and we departed in the opposite 

direction, secing snakes on every log txerceafter. Another was encountered — 
lying on warm smooth stones. It didn't ec, “pear to be aware of our presence, 
although we were barely ten feet away. We tossed small stones towards it 
but the snake remained motionless until one of us moved towards it, then like 
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The approach to Rintoul's Creek is here from Tyers township up the | 
old road through the Boola Boola Forest and on to the Moe-Walhalla Roads 


to turn off opposite the track into W3, which leads to the Tyers limestone 
deposits and quarry as well as the diversion pipes of the Tyers River. 
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(Birds along Rintouls Track Cont'd). 
a flash it doubled back on itself and slithered into covers 
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We had lunch at a Spot where we had seen a pair of Rose Robins 

- on a previous visit. No luck this time, in fact the place seemed to be de~ 
void of birds. Leaving most of our gear we moved slowly upstream. Another 
Golden Whistler was flitting Silently about in a Wattle tree ~ black, white 
and a pure vivid yellow in the bright sunshine. A small flock of Red—browed 
Finches darted in and out of Christmas Bush, probably feeding on the seeds, 


We selected a pool to observe and sat astride a log. It was 
about 3 o'clock. 4& Rose Robin with two young birds arrived to play in the 
wattle, and we watched them for fifteen minutes, their grey and rose pink 
toned softly with the Silver-grey foliage. I turned to see a Wonga Pigeon 
drinking at a little pool and, hardly daring to move lest we frightened it, @ 
we sat like corkscrews, peering at the bird through binoculars. It finished 
drinking and, watching us carefully, crossed the pebbly creek bed and silent- 
ly disappeared into the undergrowth. : 


As this seemed to be a 'watering spot! it became necessary to make 
ourselves less conspicuous. We were duly rewarded ~ a pair of Lewin Honey— 
eaters flew into a lafge Blackwood tree Opposite us. These are trim birds, 
brownish olive-green, darker on the head with a bright yellow ear tuft. The 
Rose Robins were still in the Wattle; Rufous Fantails were feeding in the Tear 
tree below, and in the distance Gang~gangs were calling, gradually coming 
closer until they reached a sucalypt overlooking the pool. ‘The group was 
made up of two young birds — one male, one female, and an adult female. The 
young male had a red head and an untidy looking crest, and constantly squab-— 
bled with the female in order to get closer to the mother, who, to our de 
light, fed each fledgling in turn. They, were so close that binoculars were= 
n't necessary. Much-louder Screeching heralded the arrival of six yellow 
tailed Black Cockatoos Coming in to perch in the Blackwood. How clumsy 
they looked walking along the branches. The Black Gockatoos and the Gang 
gangs flew off, but we still had the Robins and Fantails for company as well 
as a Cuckoo which we did not positively identify. ‘ 


; The sound of crackling and scratching to our right was coming 
closer and within half an hour a male Lyrebird hopped on to a log just ten 
feet away, and a shaft of late afternoon sun shone through his beautiful 
tail. We tried very hard to look like part of the surroundings — alas ~ 
he wasn't fooled and hopped off the log and disappeared. 


Now homeward bound and feeling very stiff, we paused at the Wonga 
Pigeons! drinking place - the little pool held no more than a cupful of water 
and soon it would be dry. 


Lower down the creek where the last. rays of the sunshine played 
on crystal clear water many small birds were active. Yellow-faced and White- 
naped Honeyeaters were dipping in the water. Silvereyes, some with quite 
bright yellowish olive plumage and Brown Thornbills bathed at the edge of 
the water. A Rufous Fantail bathed at a pool with a dead limb hanging over 
Elstle I do not think any bird of equal size can boast a more beautiful tail 3 
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Time was running out, now we were hurrying but still managed 
to see an almost tame Olive Whistler. Back at the crossing we enjoyed 
acup of tea. A great commotion was going on ina eucalypt — the sounds 
were hard to match with any bird we could think of — and my friend then 
suggested that it was that of Bower birds, and when they moved lower into 
the trees this was seen to be so. I am at a loss to describe their noise, 
but ny fompanion, Miss Jean Galbraith, described it as: "Like a sick start— 
er motor of a tractor oe" 


With the laughter of the Kookaburras in our ears we packed bas-— 
kets and climbed into the car. The trip to the main road was two and a 


_ haif miles, and in the disappearing daylight we recognized Bronzewing Pig- 


eons, Crimson and Eastern Rosellas, and other birds as they crossed the 
track. Bird lovers in search of the less common Victorian birds will 
find this area very rewarding. 


SEEDING OF BLACKWOODS: by Mr. E. Homann. 


Late in January I noticed that the Blackwoods (Acacia melanoxy— 
lon) along the Narracan Creek were carrying a great quantity of seed. This 
was followed in the first week in February by a trip up the Morwell River 


- Road near Boolarra. One would have thought that the blackwoods were hay— 


ing a strange late blooming, so thickly were they covered with brownish 

seed pods. The ground along the road beneath the trees was thickly sov— 
ered with opened seed pods, and the small black seeds were.thick upon the 
ground being easily found by noticing the coral pink funicle almost sur- 
rounding each seed. This funicle reminds me of a lifebelt round the seed 
and it is thought that, since blackwoods frequently grow by streams, seeds 
falling into the water are supported for a time by the funicle, and are car— 
ried along with a chance of establishing a new plant further down the stream. 


-———— BH. Homann ——— 


‘LIFE ON THE AUSTRALIAN SEASHORE! a_zeviow of Gladys McKeon's 


book by Miss Jean Galbraith. 


Amongst the newer books of great. value to field naturalists Glad— 
ys McKeonts Life on the Australian. Seashore is exactly what we all want 
when at the seashore, though it will be appreciated especially by students 
of marine biology. 


Mrs. McKeon combines. the several aici lds which are needed by the 
maker of the best type of popular reference book. She has the necessary 
knowledge - all and more than is needed for the work — the gift of orderly 


eee enone Vet eyes uu retisive (8) oa set Tissue No. 41. 


(Book Review Cont'd) 
and simple yet graphic writing which the scientist's accuracy combines with | 
the teacher's clarity; of enthusiasm which warms the writing without making — 
it anything but what it is, a reference book for students, and the artistic 
ability which has enabled her to illustrate it with 25 beautifully draw 
plates (one in colour) illustrating almost 500 species of shells, seaweeds, 
fish and other sea creatures, coastal plants and coastal birds. 


Common names are given opposite the plates and at the end these 
are listed with their technical names. 


Reference to cach species in the text is followed by a heavy 
type reference to the plate illustrating it. The first eight chapters deal 
with the shore and tidal life in an orderly progression from the Sausael 215% Gs, 
(the one~celled Protozoa) to the most complicated (fish). ; v7 


Chapter 9 is titled ‘Chordata! (Birds): Odds Sin Ends!, and af- 
ter dealing briefly with shore birds discusses all those exciting. odds and 
ands commonly found on beaches - tracks - eggs; bits of goose barnacles — 
bones; while Chapter 10 deals with shore plants; seaweeds (39 species are 
illustrated); mangroves, spinifex, Sree ED noonflower Ge pig face) and 
the rest. ; 


It is a relatively expensive book (34. 95). but for that price it 
gives one a great deal. At the other end of the scale in price and sim 
plicity (but no less accurate) is the very readable and informative (and at— 
tractively illustrated) 'Seashores'by Beryl John, in Longman's Australian 
Nature Series. It costs 45 cents and though intended for. children. (and 
sure to be eppreciated by them) will be useful to any adult who has not al- 

~ feady god general knowledge of shore life. JI shall certainly take it 
next time om to the beach where one might not risk the. Tames book. 


seo Eek celta ome tale ee aaa @ 


| A VISIT T0 A MARBLE QUARRY by Tony Moretti. 


. On the 2nd. April of this year, the day after the excursion to 
sale ekinl Sperm Whale Head, we went to see Mr. Frank Jones, who was engaged 
in bird—banding for the V.0.R.G., and he took us to the Toongabbie Marble 
Quarry near the Thomson River. On the way in we met up with a man who had 
failed to find the quarry and was on his way out again. ©. We stopped at the 

“tree*on the track marked Me Q. ' and ate our lunch. While we were here.the 
searcher returned and asked for directions to the quarry, which we gave him 

“and he went on his way). passing out of sight carrying his Sieh fees eat dish 
gas a spade, and a dog trailing along behind him. 


“After lunch we loaded our goar into the Land Rover, are then 
set off down the walking track, loaded with a miner's pick to gather speci- 
-. mens. When we reached the quarry we saw where the man before us had been 
. shovelling some dirt. .We picked around and found some good. Specimens of 
marine fossils in the limestone rocks. . These we put in a bag which we put _ 
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(Visit. to Marble Quarry Cont'd) 


under a tree and set off up a track above the quarry (not the one we had 
come in on) where we found a shaft, at least 60 feet deep. As a stone 
was dropped down the shaft we stepped away from the edge as it did not 
sound very inviting for a plunge as an early morning dip. ; 


Wo clovwly climbed mp the track which wes very steep, and at the 
top crossed the track we had followed on the way down. This made our re- 
tuen trip shorter by about ten minutes. On the way down we retrieved the 
bag of specimens and eventually arrived back at the Land Rover. Here we 
had something to drink ond then went to Carter's Block, where there were 
some apple trees. We tried some of the fruit which did not have codlin 
moth in them, and could see where the parrots had been eating them. 


Some leaf specimens were picked up for a school project — we 
found a wheel with a driving shaft attached as though it had been used to 
drive something along at some much earlier period. We then drove back 
to Mr. Frank Jone's camp, identified the leaves we had picked, and set off 
to our own home. 


---— Tony Moretti Sm 


NOVEMBER IN THE HILL COUNTRE OF NORTH-EAST OF VICTORIA: by Mrs. 
Frances Gladstone of Beechworth. j 


Daphne Heath was out in cream bells on the sprawling bushes, and 
abigls among it was Dillwynia floribunda in orange spikes of pea-shaped flow —- 
ers, and a little further along the rocky ridge was a stiffer, shorter 
branched pea, Dillwynia parviflora, with vivid yellow-gold end brown blos-— 
SOMS. The pink seed—pods of Acacia buxifolia swung in among the grey—blue 
foliage of the box-like shrub, and delight*ul it was to come upon a patch 
of flower-thronged heath-myrtle (Micromyrtus ciliata) in November, for the 
flowers deepen in colour for many weeks and are deep pink and crimson by 
then. With softly golden foliage they mete a drift of oe a toned 
pinks and crimsons. 


Green-ho.-2 Orchids {furry tongues! (Pterostylis barbata) looked 
a translucent green in the early gold of day.as they showed under the gnarl- 
ed branches of fringe myrtles, sprav.led down a rocky slope. 


We found in a rocky rift, amid brown moss, four rusty-hoods and 
a fow steps away past a fallen stringy bark trunk, one more red—fan hood, 
crisp and curved exquisitely. These rusiy-hood type of Orchid (Pterostylis 
squamata) merge into their surroundings with subtle camouflage. Spider Or- 
chids (Caladenia dilatata) moved splendidly in the wind, with the wild grace 
- of the bush-born. 


A vivid orange splash of colour drew us to a clustered throng of 
‘Hoary Sunray, grey-foliaged little plants with bright everlasting flowers 
_(Helipterum albicans) which brighten up roadsides during that month. Ina 
stand of native pine among rocky outcrops 'Tigers! (Diuris sulphurea) rock- 
ed in the soft air, poised between pine trunks and lichen-silvered boulders.. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist. ~— Issue No. 41. 
(10) a, May 1967. . 
(N-East Hill Country Cont'd) 4 


Their two outheld and upheld petals, above the flower, clear yellow and ut— 
terly right to balance the shape of the two tails and yellow-brown labellum 
at the centre of the flower. 


“Birds flitted about, spilling golden notes into the air. Ruf- 
ous Whistlers and now and then the creaky thread of grey fantails song 
amongst the pines, enriched the morning. Fringe Myrtle (Calytrix tetera- 
gona) fair and white-lit in the morning sun was out in starry blossoms, 
covering whole hillslopes with sprawling white-laden loveliness. Higher 
on thé hill were rocky slopes of rock-fern (Cheilanthes tenuifolia) in 
climbing grecn groups, mingled With tawny mosses; and clefts red—blossoming 
pimpernel, with a few brilliant bluc-blossoming pimpernel; small golden dan- 
delions, and pink centuary opening eardy hlooms, cee it IEEE flowering all 
summer long, 


We crossed a mountain creek, its low bubbling murmur part of the 
living bush tapestry as was.a bell-magpie passing with moths in its bill, 
flying down hill, probably feeding a young one. Shifting leaf shadows 
patterned the streim bush-ground where tiny shivery grasses carpeted among 
dry leaves, sticks. ferns and rocks, mekxing a delicate mist of utter loveli- 
less. 


Buch secrets horn here and there -- a rock-fern hiding an 
eXQuiss te Caras U of s 
and two mossed rounde 


toned artistry. Mire i 


np 


tlace fora fronds between a sloping boulder 
cnes, making a triangle ov rock—-garden full of green 

OC: ELaCe Fern is Asplenium flabellifoliun. Crevices 
caught with chocolate flowers (Dickorogon strictus ), shivery grass, tiny 
eta callitris graced vith whocl-sheped cobweb gossamer, and interset 
with ferns and mess, were five feet or more above the ground.» In cliff- 
sided bouldezs, sovs of the mo.y gariens overhung by big rocks dripped 
gently with clear waver for weeks after VARIN. Bordering the fern gardens 
were moss and sundive, often I noticed grecn-hood leaves and gnat.orchidst 
flat cirenler leaves thrce fect or so alove ground level in spilled native 
mulch from the trees. 


We passed notive pine (Callitri:s endlichera) stands so thick and 
straight stemmca only ferns grew with them. Here great boulders were 
softened by siiver-gr.y cresping lichen, and frills of green rock ferns, 
which oose from crack or ledge, creating little windblown gardens; and to 
clothe granite outlines bluebells (jahlenborgic consimilis) sway in gentle 
balance, where they find zoothold to cling in rocl:-cliff positions, and hold 
“out their bells with consummate grace. 


Bonsai ike star hair clutching a four inch ledge, struggled up 
least six feet before the crooked stem ravaged to fling out six sprays of 
white stars amid meagre leaves, Svarha iz is the Asterotricha ledifolia. 
Trailing little yellowish tang?-i delicate plants grow nearby in another 
cleft - Forest star—-wort Reins flaccida), decorating a miniature cliff 
garden with beauty. Plough-share Wattle (A. vomeriformis) looks subtly 
at home in its native sejting sprawled over a rock face from a high crevice. 


Hovea heterophylla, the blue-bonnct of early Spring (August) was 
sev eke rounded seed pods on one slope, and Hardenbergia violacea teealllt a 
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a féw late purple clusters brilliant against grey rocks. Now a plant of 
' twining glycine held out its three-leaved hands and pink-blossoming shoots 
for a climbing supposrt on a great rocke Hibbertia linearis with the large 
clear yellow blossoms was out in full and merged its grey foliage into the 
rocky hillside. It appeared so much at home that the soft beauty of the 
blooms seemed at once to absorb and reflect the glory of the golden morn- 
inge There were green spears of another crevice grower, the Nodding Blue 
Lily (Dianella revoluta) which held up intricate branching flower stems sup~ 
porting brilliant blue flowers with bright stamens like a tiny lighted 
orange flame circled by blue. 


The next observed crevice held the native kangaroo grass (Them 
eda australis) gracefully, and little orange flowers and neat leaves of 
native hypericum japonicum, which both harmonize in tawny tonings with a 
stunted pine on a horizontal ledge. An overhanging stringy-bark sapling 
held a baby robin which a mother robin came and fed near a pine where a 
bright scarlet male robin watched. Grey fantails sang their high song like 
a stringed instrument, and two yellow-tailed thornbills flitted by. A diuris 
in elfin pose on a tall stem leaned from a leafy crevice, with four blooms 
of yellow and brown elegance. From ahead in a slope of the rocks small 
gnarled bonsai red gum curved white trunks amongst 2 moving sea of white 
blossoming myrtle. At one side was a stand of callitris with the granite 
outcrop of the hill summit above. 


Across the valley wafted the mingled scents of daphne heath, 
pine, myrtle and eucalypt, a gathering of bush essence which became expres 
sed in the bubbling of the creeks voice and positive joy outspilled in a 
rufous whistler's golden song, as well as in the bush fragrances. A large 
lizard crawled here too, his well-worn home rock cleft held his extended 


tail shining in the morning sun. Pink Portulaca (Calandrinia calyptrata) 
made a cute miniature rock garden of plump pink leaves and tiny pink blos= 
SOMS. Further on Isotoma with sky-blue blossoms and lacy foliage made a 


cluster of striking beauty against its rocky environment. 


A little fringe-creeper (Thysanotus patersonii) beautified a 
dry leafy bank between rock and black callitris trunks, turning 2 wedge of 
space into enchanted land, with fringed purple flowers twining a dry stick, 
glorifying their native setting. (If picked they die instantly). Ina 
rock on a high peak was a jutting wedge full of leaf mulch spilled down a 
steep south side and there grew lovely blue veronica, arching out long 
leafy arms with six inch spikes of saxe-blue blossoms above shoulder level. 
Blanket~fern curled softly. green in shady nooks of rock, and moss bordered 

the sheltered fernery. A baby male scarlet robin, looking fresh and bright, 
caught a grub and settled on a pine trunk to bang and then swallow it in 
time honoured robin fashion. , ea 


The wind carried a spherical mist of dandelion seed head and it 
lodged on a ledge — nature was planting the garden for the next November } 
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“= A GEOLOGICAL NOPE: by GT. Scanlan; -7 t-te 
Retehine from the Healesville Wildlife Sanctuary on a recent 
Saturday, with three friends as company, I came by way of Woori Yallock 
down through Yellingbo to Cockatoo, heading for Pakenham and the Princes 
Highway. We had passed, in tho distance, Mt. Donna Buang, sta nding com 


“ paratively high and at this time of the yoar, clear of snow. The vegeta- 


tion once the road turns off at Woori Yallock is 1+ particularly impres-— 
sive, but fortunate to survive in an area which has been ravished for a 


long time by European man. The topography is rounded, indicating long 


periods of crosion effecting a levelling of a former high country. It was 

at about six miles north of Pakenham, just before reaching Pakenham Upper, 
that we drove into, and I promptly stopped in, a longish, recently cut roa 
caus which provided the nein feature of interest ina day's outing. : 


Hore, the length almost of the cutting on the ‘up! side was a. 


* classic example of an anticline — of folding and its result - in fresh con- 


dition, which is to say that the rocks of which it wes composed were not 
yet showing any special signs of the weathering which exposure would cause 
‘it to be reduced to the attenuated lines and conditions of similar evidences 


of folding elsewhere. This was an anticlinal fold of beautiful symmetry , 


and even to the unitiated its pattern in the cleanly cut rockface would have 
been of great interest. Readers are aware of the definition of a fold, but 
have probably not had the opportunity to observe them in the condition of 


‘the one we saw at Pakenhan Upper... In iis "Outlines of: Structural Gcolo- 
gy" Professor Sherbon Hiils states thats “An anticline is an upwardly, con- 
“yex flexure (fold) in which a given bed intersects tho: samo horizontal 


plane in both limbs." In his more popular (or bottor known) "Phy siography 


of Victoria" he stated that : "Crumples or wrinkles in strata are tormed 
. folds; those forming ridgos aro anticlines, and those forming troughs, 


synclincs...'!' Jo the gconetrician the former definition is the most ac- 


curate, while to you and to me probably the latter mcans most. It is an € 


easy matter to imagine an anticline as an arch, in this case perfectly | syle 


-motrical, and the reverse is, of course, a a syncline. 


find 2 few weeks 280, I. returned from Kya vbram to ‘Yellourn by way 
of Bendigo and Castlemaine. In the letter town I saw, again, the anticlinal 
fold in Lyttleton Strect, which is illustrated in Sherbon Hills. Bendigo 
provides many. cxamples of anticlines in what ore known in mining circles in 
particular as-'saddle OGL ee eet Bendigo 37 anticlines were known to exist 


in 2 width of seven miles, and 24 saddlc reefs occurred in 2 depth of 2,200! 


in one,mine. The recfs occurred between beds of sandstone and slate Rae 


rn 


- were formed, so it is said, by tho deposition of silica in cavities formed 


by the. bending or arching over of two beds. Tho gold was found richly in 
these reefs which lay between the hard ca ep or 'peak! of the anticlines and 


-the saddle itself. . The saddle reefs were of great size, and in many casos 
-immenscly rich... - Another oxemD Ee: of intense folding is to be scen on 


‘ale Brica—Welhalla Road. 


The Pakenhan Upper anticline is ‘well worth the short SERCH IGNE 
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Wdacboriekts 


Dear Fellow Field Naturalists, 


General Meeting Friday 23rd. June: "Building Stones of Victoria" 
is the subject of a taped, coloured slide illustrated lecture which will 
comprise the main part of the June meeting. This interesting talk, with 
. &@ number of excellent slides, was prepared by a member of the Geology group 
of the Victorian Field Naturalists Club, and readily made available to the 
2) _ L.V.F.N.C., for which we are grateful. 


As usual, the meeting will be held at the Yallourn State School, 
and commence at 7.30 pom. As always, visitors will be welcome. 


Excursion Saturday 24th. June: This excursion was to have been 
to the quarry at about 15 miles from Welshpool for the purpose of viewing 
a rock face typical of the geology of the area, and other interesting 

-. places in South Gippsland. It was not possible to arrange for a leader, 
however, and an excursion to this area has been deferred to a later occas— 
ion. .. It has now been decided to indulge in a preview of an area which, 
although botanically interesting now, will be many times so in the spring, 
when the boronias, grevilleas and a host of other native plants will be in 
glorious blooming. The projected route has many scenic attractions, and 
the natural features: of the country to be visited will also interest the 
geologist and the ordinary bushlover. 


Members. are asked to meet outside the Saleyards at Warragul at 
10 a.m. or earlier, so that a fairly carly ‘start may be made.e The route 
will be from Warragul along the Princes Highway to Drouin, past the old 
Robin Hood Hotel on its western side to the Labertouche turn-pff at about 
seven miles from Drouin. The direction of travel is then northerly to 
the locality of the first of three Wildflower Reserves along the Gentle 
Amnie Road, about five miles from the Princes Highway » We will pass and 
probably not recognize, the eminence of Gentle Annie, which rises to about 
2200'. Where the road meets the Tarago River (a tributary of the Bunyip) 
we turn and travel in an easterly direction with the river to our north, 
until reaching the Warragul—Noo jee Road at Neerim. 


_ .Et is hoped. that, during this period of travel, and beyond, des— 
criptions will be provided by ‘field Nat: friends from the Warragul Club. 


From Neerim on. to Noojee, uheré a brief stop will be made to 
view the carved, prehistoric monsters outside the hotel. The carvings 
will be seen to be not all of examples of Australian fauna, and to be of 
the 'primitive! school of SSL - buy ee are nevertheless, of con— 
siderable interest. sows, 


It is intended then to continue. pies ste 00 j6e-Moe Road. to the 
turnoff at about three miles from Noojee, to the Toorongo Falls. The falls, 
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Editorial (Cont'd). 


“are part of the Toorongo River, which is a major tributary of the Latrobe 
arco ‘and are quite spectacular as they cascade down over a series of 
resistant rocky outcrops. The ri ver is found to be divided, adding to 
its attractiveness , and the climb to the topmost falls is both a chal- 
lenge and a test of fitness. 


The Toorongo River has its origins mainly in the southern slopes 
of the Toorongo Ranges, where Mount McDonald reaches.a height of 4096 feet. 


T+ is suggested that on the return journey we follow the road 
from Noojee to Warragul, thence eastward along the Pronces Highway. The 
Noojee-Warragul Road is a much more comfortable road to travel in convoy 
than that through Hill Eld, A eae to Moe, and prongs much more in @ 
tne way of scenic attractions. 

So. 10 aem. outside the Warra seal Sale Yards on Saturday oAth. 

Blackwood 
) ‘Lecture by Sir Robert“Biackmm: The very interesting and im 
ve pore times Lecture by Sir Robert at the general meeting on Friday the 19th. 
of Mey was not reported, but members were full of praise for the fascina— 
ting glimpse imto marine biology which it afforded.. Sir Robert hus kind- 
iy forwarded directions for making a salt water aquarium, which is reprinted 
in this issue of the Naturalist. 


The excursion which followed on Saturday the 20th. ee was well 
attended, and again of great interest and value. A report prepared by 
irs. Padfield will appear in the July issue. aye ips ak: 


‘Sommaeith National Park; WBlsewhere in this issue is reprinted an 
article by Dr. L.H. Smith, Director of the National Parks Authority of 
Victoria. Due acknowledgement is made to the Editor and Publisher of 
'Tictoria'ts Resources! for this article on a park, in which othig. Club has 
an important interest. It is understood that a further five acres has nog] 
been added to the park, . 


It is believed that only a few members of the Li Vor. tT, G. are 
subscribers to and receive 'Victoria's Resources! which is.published as a 
quarterly. This is an authoritative, extremely well—produced ‘magazine, 
the principal theme of which is 'conservation'. The articles are all 
written by experts in their particular fields, and in a language that the 
layman can easily understand. The photography. on the gt cover of 
each issue is well worth, alone, the 20 cents for a copy. $2 subscrip- 
tion to the Natural Resources Conservation League will Seats cover the 
quarterly, or 80c. is sufficient to cover Wiss cost of the 'Victoriats Res 
ources! for one year. 


"Wildflowers Si ay etionctueal by Wiss Joan Golbroith: aA completely 
revised edition of Miss Gealbraith's popular and valuable work on Victor 
ia's wildflowers is to be available on the 3rd. July. . Copies may then 
be obtained from the Secretary, Mr. Belgraver, or from any bookseller. The 
retail price will be $4.75 per copy, although this may be less at the 
quantity price paid by the Club. This will be an essential field refer- 
ence to an extensive range of native florea. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist. (3) Issue No. 42. 
June 1967. 


Merk Hazelwood Arboretum: A further planting of trees at the Hazol- 
wood Arboretum was made on Saturday 27th. May. t is understood that 
something in the region of 120 trees were planted under the dwrection of 
(and the active participation of) Mr. Bob Auchterlonie. The weather has 
probably been suitable for their continued well being, and it is hoped that 
it will be possible to plant more suiteble types of trees in the coming 
Spring months. 


The Club Library: In the affairs.of some us, things move some- 
times slowly, but it can now be reported that a suitable cupboard has been 
. obtained in which to house the books of the Club. The Club possesses a 
number of very useful reference books, and numerous copies of periodicals 
_ valuable also for reference purposes, and the acquisition of a cupboard in 
which to keep the books — a place to keep the cupboard by the kindly inter- 
est of the Schoolmaster, Mr. Smalley, and a Librarian to look after the 
Books in Mrs. Crane, will enable the Club to procure more books of a sult— 
able nature. 


Club Educational Ambitions: Negotiations related to the various 
aspects of arranging for classes in clementary biology and subjects necess- 
ary for an understanding of natural history now show real promise, and it 
appears very likely that classes can be arranged to start early tin 1968. In 
this matter, as in some others, it has been necessary to 'thasten slowly! — 
the remaining months of 1967 will be well spent in properly organizing . 
the proposed educational programme. 


' Census of Plants: Lists of plants identified in the following 
reserves, and the list of trees which have ‘survived at the Hazelwood Ar- 
boretum will be available to members very shortly as supplements to this 
MAGAaZine The lists represent a vast amount of ficld work, as well as 
more careful checking, by Miss Jean Galbraith and other members of the 
Club, and will be of groat value now - it is to be hoped that they will not 
soon become matters of mere historkc2l nostalgic memory beacuse of their 
destruction. 


Executive Committee Meeting: This was held at the home of Miss 
Jean Galbraith on Monday 5th. June. Some of the above matters were ref- 
erred to at the meeting. The July Executive Meeting will be held on Mon- 
day 3rd. July at the home of Mir. & Mrs. QO. Thompson, at Traralgon South, 
‘Mrs. Thompson is, of course, the Club Publicity Officer - a most success— 
ful one $ 


tes GT. Scanlan --—- 


——— Hon. Editor ———= 
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THE SALT WATER AQUARTUM: by R.R. Blackwood. 


A salt water aquarium cdn be successfully operated in the home, and 
many types of marine creatures can be kept alive and their habits 
observed. The main requirement is a plentiful supply of oxygen to 
the water, a dimly lit location, a shallow tank, and the avoidance 
of high temperatures. 


The tank should be of heavy glass and should be puttied to the frame. 
The frame should be of stainless steel to avoid rusting. These tanks 
are available in many sizes. (e.g. from llyers)'and a suitable size is 
18" x 9" x 9", Cost about 46.50. The tank is set up with a sub- 
sand filter as follows:— 


+ big tan toe oe mee 
re ee G aes 2 


Water Level 


eee ee en enna seh Sn bl On eter 


—— ~ 
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A polythene tube 3" diameter (a) is closed at one end (b) and is per- 
forated throughout its length with small holes (c). This is connected 
by a glass elbow (ad) to a vertical tube (e) of 3" pdlythene. The tube 
(a) is covered to @ depth of about 1" with sieved and thoroughly wash- 
ed sand, the grain size of which is larger than the holes (c) to avoid 
clogging up. A small polythene: tube (£) about 3/16" diameter, is in- 
troduced into tube (e) through a small hole at (g). . The upper end 

of tube (e) passes through a hole in the base of a plastic filter body 
(h) and its upper end is located just below the upper edge of the fil- 
ter.body. The bottom of the filter body is perforated. The perfor- 
ations are covered by a bed of fi bre glass about 4" thick (i). The 
filter body above the fibre glass is filled with activated charcoal 
pell etSe 


Continued over:- 
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ae Water Aquarium (Cont'd) 


The action is controlled by admitting air from an air pump through tube (f). 
Air bubbles rising in tube (e) carry water upwards over the top of tube (e)e 
The water is sucked from the tank downwards through the sand bed whith acts 
as a filter for debris, through the holes (c) into tube (a), and is contin- 
ually delivered to the charcoal bed, which purifies it and helps to remove 
carbon dioxide, and then drops through the bottom of the filter into the 
tank again. It is thoroughly aerated by the air .from the pump and from 
the atmosphere. A turbid aquarium is soon clarified by the sub-sard fil- 


' ten. 


Auziliary Aeration. It is wise to aerate the opposite end of the tank by 
air from the pump through tube (k) and plastic cup (e) embedded.in the sand. 
Both (f) and (k) can be fed from one air pump, and the flow of. air is con 


trolled by individual tubing screw clamps placed on tubes (f) and (k). 


The pump. The simplest and most effective air pump is a-diaphragm type 
PUMP o These operate from the standard 230 volt A-C. outlet and operate by 
vibrating a rubber,diaphragm. They are reliable and fairly silent, and can 
be purchased from aquarium suppliers for from 5.00 to $8.00 each. 


Filter. The perforated tubing and air lift and filter body will cost about 
“ylc50. ..Other tubing, aerated cup, fibre glass and activated charcoal can 


be obtained from aquarium supply houses (e.g. liyers, Angel, etc.,). It is: 
importent to maintain a good flow of air at all times. If oxygenation 
ceases, animals will soon dic. 


Decoration. The salt water aquarium does not need -muich“decorations -A few 


well placed. clean washed stones are sufficient. . Sea weeds will not remain 
alive for long, and soon putrefy. They can be Pasion for 2 short time, how 
ever,’ for feeding sea slugs, etc.. The aquarium will soon gain in appear- 
ance from the animals kept in it. For example, sea anemones, hydroids, 


sabellid WOrMS CC 


Animals. I have found ordinary sand anemones easy to keep; attractive and 
interesting. Collect those: attached to small stones by sollecting stones 


-as well, and placing in the aquarium. *: Feed “with small pieces of raw meat 


every two or three, days. These anemones expand fully when fed and well 
oxygenated. They will -move about from time to time. by sliding on their 
bases, particularly. on the glass. . : 


I keep Octopus Maculatus for three monttee pecainas on raw mand every two 
or three days. Animal friendly, but is ea predator on some things - e.g. 
Feather. Stars. Will not touch shells - shuns anemones. Finally ate a 
small squid, refused further food for a week, and died. ; 


I have kept tropical chitons for five months, but these finally died from 
lack of food. Sea slugs and sea hares can be readily fed on sea weeds, 
but are sensitive to increasing temperatures and die casily dué to summer 
heat. Cool aquarium by adding dumps of ice. 


Small cowries (ela e ae merces) aré-delicate. Have not survived more 
than two weeks; . Have kept scallops (n.alba:: and. c.Asperrima) for two 
months, but here’ the difficulty is to feed them. “These are. filter feed- 
ers and added food does Hiei seem ese Likewise cea aoe worns. such 
as Sabellastarte. 
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Salt Water Aquarium Cont'd. 


General. Make up evaporation with fresh water. Renew the stale water 
about each three months. When photographing with flash, be sure to 
check absence of teflections in glass by testing with a torch, and use a 
-black or dark green or dark blue background behind the aquariun. 


Keep a sheet of glass or plastic over the tanks supported above it about 
=" to allow free entry of air. This will keep falling dirt from settling 
in the tank and condenses much water vapours, thus REAM, evaporation 
losses. 


Observe your animals particularly at night with a torch - most QuBNTD EIS are 
‘more active, and distend and open out more in the dark. 


Skim out floating particles of food etce, with a small scoop made of fly~- 
“wire nevting. @ 


a should be glad of any information from members as to ways and means of 
feeding filter feeders such as bivalves, worms etc.. 


evermore RoR. Blackwood so 


‘THE ORANGE-CUP FUNGI: An Observation By Mrs. Bon Thompson... ... .. 


Along the roads in the bush, the onanee=cup fungi is growing in profusion 
: this year. These roads are used by timber trucks and bulldozers, and are 
of very hard clay. The fungi has come up in patches of PERO ne Lely: 

30 in the wheel tracks. 


In the heaps of dirt on the sides of the roads the. fungi are ‘singly or on- 

ly a few, but are much bigger. We thought of photographing one of these 
larger ones but it had dirt in the centre. I tried to blow the dirt out 

and when I stopped blowing a little cloud of spores (at least I hope that a) 
is what it was $!) rose from the centre of the fungi. We repeated the 
experiment several times and each time were rewarded with the little cloud. 
Does this mcan that the fungi responds to the breezes to scatter its 
spores ? f ; 


> 


ae B. Thompson  ---- 


BATS 3 by Miss Betty Kemp. 


I had always thought that bats (except the big fruit bats) lived or slept 
in caves and dark places and, in fact, had never met one until a few 

years ago when my sisters found ones Simneeey drowned, in one of their tanks. 
It was like a little brown monkey from the back, with a bullet.head and 
little ears; but from the front the head resembled a pig's, with small for 
ward thrust pointed ears, deep set slit eyes and piggy snout. it had a 
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_musty cave-like smell. When it recovered my sisters released it at dusk 


and it-flew away. 


Recently, my attention was drawn to a small object 20 feet up in the jamb 


of one 6f thé huge roller doors in Yallourn Power Station's west wall. It 


“appeared to be hanging from one claw and had been there for several days. 


We guessed it was a bat and, as it seemed rather unusual for one to be 
sleeping in the open like that, we thought perhaps it was dead. However, 
it must have been in quite a deep sleep for, when poked, gently | with a long 
rod, it fell heavily to the ground, landing on its back with outstretched 
wings: which spanned about 9 inches» It lay there with its mouth wide open, 
showing a perfect set of tiny sharp teeth, apparently stunned but, we hoped, 


_not, injured. Placed in a box on its back, by. the time I-had' got it back 


to the office it had retracted its wings to over its pice ees still on 


pate back, was quivering all over.: 


‘I noticed that it seemed to be host to a tiny, very: sepia spider, and a 


number of equally active light-coloured lice. Left alone for a while, it 
eventually assumed a more natural position on its face, breathing normally 
and looking like a little brown monkey. moving its head from side to side. 
Finally it was discovered hanging head down by both feet from the upper 
edge of the box just under. the lid. 


Not wishing to release the little orea ture in daylight eons the Power 
Station, on the way home I put the box with lid ajar in the fork of a Bu- 
calypt near the Station and waited impatiently over the weekend for Mon- 

day to arrive to see if the bat had returned to its old resting place. It 
was neither in the box nor on the door janb at the Station. We nay not meet 
again $ 


It is possible that this little Bat was Setar pumilis. Reasaiume to 


Charles Barrett (Aust. Animal Book; pp. 105-6): "Smallest of all the Aust- 


5 


- ralian bats, with its wing spread of less than 9 inches, the dusky—coloured, 


short eared little bat (EZ. pumilis). ranges all over the mainland, and also 


-occurs: in Tasmania... ~It lives in small colonies, in trec hollows and caves." 
It is a»member of the small insectivorous sub-order Michrochiroptera of the 
order Chiroptera to which all bats belong, the other sub-order Sebo) 


comprising the big flying foxes or fruit bats. 


The wonder what Brompted this ‘particular. bat to° perch ners it. did, out in the 


_ opén and alone ? Was it an outcast from the colony - or just a bit smarter 
- “than the rest, for the flood-lit Power Station must attract many insects at 
aids “The many, Bpigce viene attest to this also, and perhaps there was a 


ruse tig ie 
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TREES FOR THE BIRDS: by Miss Jean Galbraith. 


To anyone desiring to plan’ a tree that will attract birds and also pro- 
vide winter flowers I would commend the pink or red flowered forns of 
Ironbark. Red Ironbark (Eucalyptus sideroxylon) with furrowed black 
bark, green or bluish leaves, and hanging clusters of pink, white or red 


' flowers, is a notable 'bird treet, but perhaps even better is White Iron 


bark, (E. leucoxylon) or preferably E. leucoxylon rosea, with smooth 
white bark and even larger flowers. The colour of the blossom does not 
make ev difference to the birds, but though.all forms are beautiful, the 
bright colour-forms are especially attractive to us. 


The ironbarks are not trees for small gardens, but where there i8 room they 
are well worth growing. Red Ironbark is native to the Glengarry-Glenmaggie 
district, whore it is flowering now. White Ironbark isa ineeuor dricr 
places, but does woll here. Both specics flower well in my garden, where 
White Ironbark has becn flowering since mid-April. On almost any day ono 
can sec (and Hear) all species of honeyeavers in addition to Red Wattle- 
birds and Noisy Miners in ite 


Two specics of Parrots (orimson and Ragtern Rosella) are rite there often 
and seem to spend theiz time nipping off the blossom. Usually there are 
three specics of Lorikeets, which lick nectar from the flowers, but they 
have not come this year; while insectivorous birds (thornbills, treo~creep- 
ers and silver-eyes and Jacky Winters ) are there covery day, with other 
species a. ccasional visitors. i 


oes ah epi smeastr nit ese 


GREEN GOLD: by Bart Sterkenburg. 


It is a beautiful, still, - Swarr, Aton afternoon, Four men are climbing a 


steep, overgrowa bush track in one of the most rugicd parts of the Lat~ 
robe Vallcy. I aim onc of thom .e. and, of course, the last-one 4 ‘Ther 
are so many things to admire in the bush,. ‘especially in the golden sun- 
light, or an porfect, late afternoon. ap are well equ. < sd with shovels, 


picks, hammers, sieves and oven miners! rights. Sinking shafts is not 


our daily work, but our hopes are high, 


_ I cannot, at this stage, tell you the exacs location of our objective as 
- we have not yet staked our claim, but I can assure you that it is rugged, 


stecp and dangerous ~ full of old unt filled mine-shafts, and of very great 


~ beauty. About ten yards to the left of the track I notice a 'man-madet 


excavation, q water race from a mine shaft, perhaps dug some thirty or 


“more years ago. In the middle‘of it is a large group of Coral-forns, 


and while passing I notice a few very fine sprigs of fern. I pick two 
of them and put them in ny pocket to be identified later and hurry on, as 
I do not wish to be left behind in the treacherous areca. 


Here was a clump of. drange mushrooms, glowing in the last sunrays; there 


GneEM Golds (Gontid ye 
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a purich of 1d heat ane ee eS ay panksias are everywhere. Finally 
back to’ the cars and we aré heading for home. Suddenly I remember my lit— 
tle ferns, expecting them to be young Coral-ferns, but find them to be 
totally different and very dainty. Even before drinking my well-deserved 
cup oe tea I browse through Norman Wakefield's 'Ferns of Victoria and Tas- 
mania', and am more,and more” convinced that this find could be a rare one. 
sane: in order to be sure, I decide that the best thing to do is to con- 
sult botanist Miss Jean Galbraith, and so, on the next day- with both ferns 
still very fresh-looking — I set off to Tyers. Ina short time Miss Gal- 
braith was able to assure me that, indeed, the fern was the (in Victoria) 
rare lacy Wedge-fern (Lindsaea microphylla). 


According to Wakefield there was a patch of this fern discovered in 1940 


near the Princes Highway at Karlo Creek near Mount Drummer, and later near 


Hedley in South Gippsland —- both in man made excavations. 


Maybe in another 30 years from now there will be more lacy Wedge-ferns 
found in similar locations. One thing however is certain : I may stake my 
claim around this fern patch and my 25 cents for the miners! right is not 
paid in vain 4 ‘ 


er ge eNOS ee ee 


BOOK REVIEW3;= "VICTORIAN NATIVE ORCHIDS."Vol. 1 (C.E. Gray) nae 


Miss Jean Galbraith. (Pub.. Pub. Longmans) $3 © $3250 


Many orchid lovers will welcome this little book in which 71. species of 


the more widely distributed orchids are illustrated and described. Hach 


of thse has a page to itself with a clear photograph of the species (31 
of these in colour), scientific and common name, description (non-tech- 
nical but feces description. of habitat, distribution and flowering 
season. 


BS Descriptions. of cach of the larger groups are preceded by information un- 
‘der the common generic name: (Spiders, Greenhoods etc.), and they are fol- 
‘lowed by a list of all members of the genus not described, so that all 


Victorian species are listed and, as stated, 71 of them described and. i1— 
lustrated., 


A clear drawing showing anak of an orchid, flower precedes the descrip- 
tions, ‘and a preface by Mr. Willis, Assis tant Government Botanist, vouches 


_for the accurazy of the letterpress and contains a reminder that all or- 


chids are protected by law, and all urgently need” ‘out protection. 


In a review addres sed to the members of, the L.V.F.N. C. .it is hardly nec— 
essary to emphasise this. We do protect as well as enjoy and have learned 
to study orchids without picking them. This. extremely useful little 
book aes Boilie us.to do sO. Aare Bates 


ote J. Galbraith os 
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THE MORWELL NATIONAL PARK; by Dr. L.H. Smith 
Director of the National Parks Authority of Victoria. Article from the 
"Victoria's Resources" Magazine Vol. 9 No. 2. June-Aug. 1967. 


"The circumstances surrounding the creation of Victoria's twentieth nat- 
‘ional park aré as interesting as they are unusual. In fact, at the mom 
ent of writing, the area in question has not been declared, although on 
29th. November 1966, H.E. the Governor of Victoria signed a Bill which had 
recently been passed by both Houses of Parliament, providing that the land 
should become the Morwell NABH Park after certain preliminary action 
had been taken. 


Nornally national parks are derived from Crown lands and it is nocessary 
before an area may be dedicated that it become Crown land. The "prelimin- 
ary action" referred to therefore consists of the transfer of this land to 
the Crown. The events leading to this action are as follows: 


Harly in July, 1964, the Morwell Shire Council brought to the attention of 
the Authority an area of land owned By Messrs. Quigley: Bros., and suggested 
that it be acquired to ensure that it would be preserved for posterity as a 
national park. The adjoining land in the rapidly developing district of 
Churchill was being subdivided, but one of the owners, Mr. Ray Quigley, no 
doubt because of boyhood memories, sought to have this particular tract of 
_ and preserved. This was our second experience of a landowner striving to 
- resist the pressure of development in orter to preserve a’ favourite beauty 
spots the other case was concerned with the Tarra Valley National Park, the 
Ranger of which, as the owner of an adjoining block of land, was anxious 
that her land should become part of the park. Eventually , through the 
generosity of the Bird Observers Club, Mrs. Healy's wish was fulfilled. 


Officers of the National Parks Authority and Lands Department inspected 
the area, and, despite the fact that it was snow-covered, reached a favour- 
able conclusion. Unfortunately, the land was privately owned and the Au- 
thority had neither the money nor the power to purchase it. 


My first visit to the area took place on 30th. September 1965. It was a 
fine sunny day and the omens were good. Looking back through notes pre- 
pared on this visit, I find that I wrote as follows: "The scenery is 
truly beautiful. In addition to scrub consisting of low acacias and dog 
wood there are numerous blanket-leaf and pittosporums, great masses of 
varnish wattle, and towering above them many nagnificent eucalypts, Blue 
Guns (E. bicostata) and Groy Gums (E. cypellocarpa) being the dominant 
Species. We saw a number of Nodding Grecnhood Orchids and Butterfly Or- 
chids (in bud). There were also some magnificent trec-fcrns". 


And on. bird lifes=- "It is an excellent bird areas Within a few minutes 
we had heard the Bronze Cuckoo, the. Golden—bronze Cuckoo, the Grey Thrush, 
the Grey Fantail, the White-throated Trece-crecper, Thornbills, Pardalotes 
(2 species), the Crested Honeyeater, other species of Honeyeaters, Silver- 
eyes, Golden Whistlers, Spinebills, Blue Wrens, the Fantail Cuckoo, and the 
Whipbird; and we were greeted by the songs of these birds as we proceeded 
up the gully. A lyrebird had calicd a greeting before we were out of the 
ear"! é 


(11) 
Latrobe Valloy Naturalist. Tssue No. A2. 


‘The Morwell National Park. (Cont'd). 


On this excursion I was accompanied by Mr. John Connan,. Morwell. Shire En- 
gSinecr, and Mr. R.G.M. Yorston, one of the Authority's Technical Officers. 

I recall that we made slow progress as we paused to admire tho many attract— 
ive fcoatures. I had taken the precaution to bring my tape recorder, just 
in case the birds sang 4 


Later on that same day, I attended by invitation a meeting of the Morwell 
Shire Council and informed the Council that in my opinion the arca was suit- 
able for dedication. This was probably the first time on which a visitor 


stone necting of the Council had played a tape recording of bird calls to the 


members of the Council. Certainly, the songs of the Whipbird, Grey Thrush, 
Golden Whistler’ and other birds created a favourable impression in the Coun- 
cil Room. 


Acquisition. The key to the. solution of this problem was still finance. How 


CVCL, » following negotiations in which the Shire Council, the Authority and 
the Minister for Lands all played a part, on 9th. Reamer 1965, the Treas- 
unor approved 2 grant of $10,500 to the Shire to meet half the cost of pur- 
chase, provided that the Council agreed to surrender the land to the Crown 
for dedication as a national park, and to provide for public access. As 
only Parliament may declare an arca of land to be a national park, obvious- 


‘ly these arrangements wore subjent to the approval of that body; hence the 


nocd for the legislation to ensure that the land having been purchased by 
the Government and Shire Council in collaboration’ would in fact become a 
national park. At the date of writing, the land transfer is preaeeae 9? and 
is expected to be registered during the noxt fow wecks. 


Doscription of Arcee 


‘The land in question consists of Allotments 22 and 23, Section A, Parish of 


Yinnar, and contains 341 acres and 3 roods. The area consists of a number 


of steep sloping ridges with 2 creck running in a small channel 30 to 40 


fect decp. The slopes are well timbered, although they show the scars of 


the carly yoars of settloment and of the the 1939 fire. 


The main gully, which is in fact 2 tributary of Middle Creek which in turn 
is a tributary of the Morwell nee is the principal feature for national 
parks purposes. This is a truly boautiful area with ,agnificent Bluc Guns 
and Grey Gums. The gully hes developed a plant community of Pittosporun, 


Blackwood, | Blanket-leaf, Austral lulberry,; Musk and Christmas Bush. To walk 


through such an area, on a fine spring day, whilst listening to the calls 


of the many birds which live in the gully and on the slopes, is a very pleas— 


ant SESEEE MCR 


One of the principal reasons for having this reservation mado wes to pres- 
erve tho Butterfly Orchid (Sarcochilus australia), sometimes known as Gunn's 
Orchid, which occurs on the trunks of trees. Although Victoria has many - 
spocies of native orchids, which are so varicd and beautiful that whole mono— 
graphs have boon written about them, none is finer than the Butterfly Orchid. 
A relic of ages when jungles cpvered southern Australia, it survives now on- 
ly in a fow dense gullics. Its flowers are usually yellow-green with a 


at 
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coloured labellum, several on a drooping stem. The Butterfly. Orchid is an 
epiphyte; that is, it lives on trees. It is ndt a parasite, but merely 
uses the tree for support. Only a few of our orchids are epiphytes, nearly 
all being terrestrial. The name'Gunn's OQr chid! derives from that of its 
discoverer, Ronald Campbell Gunn, said to be the most famous amatour botan- 
ist Tasmania has produced. Gunn collected his first specimen near Burnie 
in Tasmania, and the species was known for many years by the scientific 

name of Gunnia australi . Unfortunately, this beautiful orchid is now quite 
rare in the two Australian States whore it was once common. 


On the other hand, the arca contains a considerable number of other plants 
and birds. Mombers of the Latrobe Valloy Field Naturalists Club have identi-< 
fied 97 vascular species of plants, not including grasscs, scdges, rushes, O 
lilies and small cphemeral herbs. There is also a wide variety of mosses, 
liver-worts, lichens and fungi.e A preliminary bird list includes 41 specics 
with sightings of particular interest including nosts of the Wedgo-tailed 
Eagle and the Poregrine Falcon. : Lyrcbirds are reported to be numerous. 


Bocause of its small size and the delicate nature of some of its precious 
contents, Morwell National Park will require very carcful managenent. It 
will be essentially a day visitor park, and as such will provide an oppor— 
tunity in a rapidly-—developing areca for local residents and visitors fron 
further aficld to enjoy a day in the beautiful Australian bush. I+ will, 
however be necessary to exercise control to censure that the arca is not over 
run by human visitors, so that those who follow after us may.share our hor 
itage. Morwell National Park will also furnish botanists, plant physiolo— 
gists and ccologists with some very useful reference data. 


The Name. The name "Morwell National Park" was not chosen without careful 
consideration by the Place Names Committee and by the Authority, and ultim 
ately by Parliament. "Morwell" is a very old name in the history of the 
district, although the carly spelling appears to have been variable. Scemn- 
ingly, Count Paul Strzcleckic in April 1840, was the first white man to sce 
Morwoll River and his route took him only a few miles from the park. The 
first known record of the name "Morwell" is by C.J. Tycrs, Crown Lands Com 
missioner for Gippsland, in his journal for 7th. February 1844. Under the 
_ circumstances, the name "Morwell National Park" scems very appropriate and 
there is no doubt that in the years to come this park will play its part 
in providing for the healthy out-door recreation of present and future gon- 
erations and preserving a little more of our vanishing bushland". 


-—— 7H. Smith = ———=— 
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Editorial: 
Dear Fellow Field Naturalists, 


General Meeting Friday July 28th. The speaker at this mecting 
wili be Mr. King who is well known to members, and who is to give a gener— 
al talk from his vast experience of the things of nature. 


The meeting will commence at 7.30 p.m. at the Yallourn State 
School, and members are asked to invite friends as visitors. 


TmursionsSeturday 29th. July: The July cxcursion to follow 
the General Mecting will be to Darlinurla, and will be led by Mr. King. 
The object is to view this interesting arca which it is hoped to have 
reserved - as much as remains to be reserved. However, although much 
of the former glory of this arca has been despoiled, it is still worth 
considering as a potential reserve, and much work has been done on the 
making of flora and fauna surveys. Members will enjoy the visit. 


The mecting place is to be at the big tree at Darlimurla, at 
POLO arattele The route for most will be by way of Morwell, along the Thorp- 
dale Road to the Mountain Hut Road where it turns off just after Drif- 
ficld, thom making off the main road at Delburn to travel about 24 miles 
on to Darlinurla. 


Members requiring transport are asked to contact members in 
their own towns, or the Secretary, Mir. Belgravor. 


: Report of the Mecting of the Executive Committee held at the 
home of Mr. & Mrs. 0. Thompson, Traralgon South, on Monday the 3rd. July: 


Programme for 1968: Members will appreciate that the programme 
for cach year must be considered and preparcd as far as it is possible a 
long way ahead. Speakers and leaders for cxcursions must be approached, 
and this is not an casy mattor where busy naturalists, with many denands 
“upon their time are concerned. 


Members are asked to take their suggestions for mecting lec- 
tures and oxcursions along to the next general meeting, or to send then 
to the Sccretary. Any suggestion will receive careful consideration, 
and with the co-operation of members in this matter it should be possi- 
ble to arrange a programme for all tastes and interests of a natural 
history nature. 


Sone indication of the number of members who would like to 
sco no break in the sequence of wcionalte ots and excursions would be of as-— 
sistance to tho Exccutive. 


Over ss. 
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Australian Conservation Foundation Symposium: Members may or may not 
be aware that this Club is a member of the Foundation, which had its 
beginning and is situated at Canberra, A.C.T.. Some of us, @s indiv— 
iduais, are also members, and it was reported to the Executive that 
Mr. Jim Peterson and the Editor had attended: the first symposium to 
be held: and that at the University of Melbourne on Saturday the 17th. 
June. * It was opracd by the Foundation Patron, H.E, the Govornor-Gon- 

ral .of Australia, and ch8ired, not unnaturally vory ‘competently, and 
gonially by Sir Ga rficld Barwick, Chicf Justico of the High Court of 


australia. The presence and association of these two gontlomon may 

be taken to indicate the status of the organization, and tho quality 

of the speakers its impprtanceo to an intclligont, trained and articu- ‘ 
late part of the community. € 


Attondance at tho Symposium wis a stimdlating oxpérionco, and it is 
felt that some at least of the knowledge of what is involved in the need 
‘to conserve was passed on to some of us lesser mortals, and that we 
were, at least, infectcd with some of the onthusiasnm. of the cxperts 
anly oh: More of the Foundation and its aims in a lator Naturalist. 


Leneiuninion _of ir. Graham Pizzoy — to “the > Netbional parks Authority: Montion 
was-madc. of the appointment, now 2 matter of a fow months ago, of Nre 
Pizzcy as a membor of the Nation2l Parks Authority. Mr. Pigzcy is a 

‘momber of this Club, end wo congratulate him, and the Authority, on his 
appointment. Mr. Pizgzey is a source of inspiration to many of us, and 
it 1s recognized that hic contribution to the cause of consorvation by 
his writings, photography ~ still and cinematic - and his loctures otc., 


-as woll as his other auelitios.fit him well. tor this appointmont. 


eee ee ee pees rs in sees History Subjoctss A prolimin- 
“C0 tion of. what had been tontatively 2 
arranged by Rie mec: nee aaeeeee has brought the classes much nearer. t 
Throc toachers have beon appointed svbject to other mattors boing satis- 
factorily concluded - such as a sufficient number of pcople enrolling, 

the provision o:' some finance by the Ad t Fducation Association of 
Victoria otc. - and thoy are Mossrs. Andcrson and Chalmers, teachors at 

the Yallourn High School, both of then acadenically and personally well 
cquipped to undertiukse tho + task, and Mr: Ken Bryant, a pharmacist, also 

of Yallourn, Mr. Bryant ae an astronomer, a2 member of the Yallourn 

‘ brench of the Astronomical Society of Victoria, and will give loctures 

on astronomy and the selation of the hoavens to the carth on which wo 

live. Mr. Anderson and pee Chalmexs would, between thon, covor classos 

in goology, botany and - Zeol on ; 


There will, of necossity, be a nominal charge for the course of what is 
expected to be 20 classes, and it is hoped that from these classes mem 
bers, and othors who might wish to attend, would learn sufficicnt to on- 
able then to continue with more advanced studies or to some specialized 
study. Those interested are asked to complete tho form onclosed in 
this issue of the Naturalist and forward it to the Secrotary, as soon as 
possiblo. 
— OVCT eee 
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Editorial Cont'd. 


The National Trust of Victoria and its Lendscape Preservation Council: 


Dr. J. McAndrew of the Mincragraphic Investigation Division of the C.S. 


T.R.O. at the University of Mclbourne, and a member of the Council, met 
We. Peterson on @ recent Saturday, and Mr. Pigzoy later (having become 
mislaid on the maze of toads from Fostor to Morwell) to have a prelimin- 
ary talk on a projected Victoria-wide survoy of the landscape to enable 
the preparation of a handbook to be used to furthor the aims of the 
Landscape Preservation Council. 


It is proposed that the survey would bo made on a regional basis, the 


- State being divided into 10 rogions with a further sub*division into 


sub-regions. Bodics such as the Latrobe Valley Ficld Naturalists Club 
would be looked to for assistance, and it is folt that we are well equip- 
ped to be of more than a little help in this task. It would be no more 
than an opportunity to fulfil some of the objccts of the Club, and would 
be enthusiastically taken up by many members. 


It is hoped that there will be more to report in the next issuc. 


"Wildflowers of Victoria" by Miss Galbraith. 


It was reported that copies of the book would be available from the Scec- 


retary and Treasurer at the next mecting on the 28th. July. 


'Camp-in' at Wilson's Promontory in November noxt: Tho weck cnd of the 
th and 5th. of November next has beon arranged for a longer excursion, 
Saturday to Sunday, at the Promontory. 


As it will bo necessary to book accommodation required during August, mem 
bors: intending to be there are asked to let Miss Neny Rossiter or Mrs. L. 
Padficld know, as soon as thoy can. This is a botanical excursion, at a 
nost intcrcusting: scason of the ycar for the purpose, and those members who 
have not been part of a previous stay there would be well advised to try 
and make it in Novembor. fa 


Transport to General Moctings and Excursions; Mombers arc urged to make 
contact with other mombors if they arc having transport difficulties for 
the purpose of attending cither meetings or excursions. The Secretary 

would also be pleased to make contacts for new members or visitors. 


Next Exccutive Committoe: Mocting: This is to be held at the hoinc of Mr. 
& Mrs. Jim Peterson at 14 Barry Street, Morwell, on Monday 4th. August, 
at 730 potoe af 

The Exccutive Committce will also moet at the home of Miss Galbraith, 
Tyers, on Monday the 17th. July, at 7.30 pemee. This is for the pur- 
pose of discussing further the arrangements for natural history classes 
with the three teachers. 


2000 Giedliein. oo 0 0 
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> BIRD-BANDING: Annual Report 1966/67. by F.E. Jones. | 


During the past year a total of 1,278 birds have boon banded by the Lat— 
robe Valley Ficld Naturalists Clubs! Bird—banding Groupe The birds were 
of. 30 species; and 125 birds bandcd~in’ this~end tho” provious ‘two years 
were xotrapped. Tho'list shows the numbers banded but not quite all the 
_ -retraps, for a few of Sheds wore of specics not banded this year. All 
birds rotrapped were again caught in the same areas where thoy were first 
caught and banded, and all birds on the list except the Purple-gaped and 
Yellow-pluned Honsy—eutens were caught in our Gontral Gippsland banding 
2Lreas 


Until 23 Oct. 66 all kinds were banded, but since then with the introduc— 
tion of the project system our banding has been confined to Honcy-cators. 
Although this meant that many birds caught were released unbanded, the tot— 
al banded is only 28 less than last ycar. This is due to the Autumn being 
-8 particularly good tine for Honoy-catcrs in some of our areas. The most 
“striking feature of the Honcy—cater project was that while one of their 
major feed trees (Red Ironbark) was flowering well all through the Cowarr 
Seaton District, the birds themselves were mainly confined to small areas. 
Why they should prefer cort@in arcas is not clear, although these places 
scem to have two things in common:—- thoy are within half a mile of wator 
and there is plenty of undergrowth (mainly Leptospormun cricoides), apart 
from that the concentrations of Honey~cators could bo duc to their greg- 
_arious instincts at this time of the year. Those points may provide a 
load to the factors that influence the mevements and composition of the 
Honey~cater population, and the fact that they do gather in mixod flocks 
in confined arcas incrcascs our chances of retrapping birds that have 
noved geen once site to another, and of tracing some of their movements in 
that aw Two new banding sites in the Glenmaggice-Sceaton arca have boon 
added ae our dist to try to follow this movement in the future, and these 
with our other arcas {sone visited PELs occasional’-r) provide a constant 
wock-cnd progran. : € 


Eventually, if it can be detcrmined which areas have a special attraction 
for birds, and that such arcas are indispensible to the woll-boing of 
sone specics, an additional clain could be mado to preserve the flora 

of these places. 


Apart from the introduction of tae project scliorio, | tho Division of Wild 
life Rescoarch, C.S.1.R.0., is finding it necessary to tighten upon tho — 
record keeping mcthods of banders, and also the Se een IO aN 
for ‘yale enrolment of new benders. 


Roge ane tho R.A.1.U. Nest mecorie Schone 43 cards wore comploted (9 by 


Mrs. pease ns and 24 RN SS 8 erat Bapmevraiion on our previous 
offorts. : 


pene ; FoR. Jones 0200 
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COPY OF RETURN OF SPECIES BANDED. 1/7/66 - 30/6/67. 


Weme 3: Foi. Jones. 


Permit Noe 


° 
aes 


Poliesiva’) ofl) feume NOs species, Total 
banded. 
Bice Kookaburra . Bn 
361. Grey Fantail. ie 
380. Scarlet Robin. 30 
382. Plane Robin. 3h 
383. ipabialic) “inveleniaakyy © | Mes 
392. South Yellow Robin. 96 
3) 398. Golden Whistler. Bo 
405. Olive Whistler. a 
Aol. Eastorn Whipbird. oF 
470. Striated Thornbill. ile 
A756 Brown Thornbill. 16. 
486. Yollowttailed Thornbill. ibs 
488. White—browed Scrub-wren., 2 
529. Superb Bluc Wren. HiGe 
549. Orango-—winged Sittclla. the 
578. _ White-naped Honoy-cater. 263. 
583. Brown-headed Honey-cater., 26. 
591. Eastern Spincbill. 23% 
‘614. Yellow-faced Honey-cater. 115. 
617. Whito-cared Honey-cator. 10. 
619. Yollow-tuftcd Honey-cater. 4. 
620. Purplc-gsped Honey—cater. iy, 
622. Yollovw—plumed Honey—cater. 13. 
630. Crescent Honcy-cater. 268. 
y Gate Now Holland Honoy-cator.. 167. 
ae 633. Boll Miner. Sah 
662. Red~browced Pinch. 4% 
694. ‘Picd CGurrawong. hs 
102.6 Groy Butcher—bird. 15 
707° White-backed Magpic. 1. 
Total. ee iesio 


Nurbor of Species 30. 


316. 


Retraps. 


Renarks . 


Mallec. 
Malicc. 
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LECTURE ‘MARINE BIOLOGY! by Sir Robert Blackwood. . 19th. May 1967. 


Report by _Miss Be sau 
Sir Robert spoke on the main groups of marine invertebrates to be found 

- etong- our shores and-iliustrated his talk with some*éxcellent slides of ° ~~ 
the creatures described. There was. such a profusion of life that it was 
impossible to describe them all nor, for that matter, to record them here. 


Along the shore one found different marine life at different levels — some 
lived above high tide level, some half way between high and low tide. lev— 
els, others nearly always in water or in a rock pool, and again others al- 
ways in sea water at and below low tide level. Wave platforms were good 
areas in which to make an examination of ma rine life — there was a particu- 
larly good one at Pt. Lonsdale with many rock pools and muc seaweed. Wake 
type of rock in the area was important - granite country was not very good ¢ 
for marine creatures to attach to, basalt and sandstone being more attract— 
ive. 


Then came slides and: descriptions of creatures belonging to different phyla 
of marine life, commencing with the simpler forms: - 


PORTFERA (Sponges): These are really a colony of little animals or cells 
joined together. The surface is vorous, the body riddled with a system 
of canals into which sea water is sucked, micr scopic life and oxygen ex~ 
tracted, and the water then ejected through larger openings. They exist 
below tode level, the rock encrusting variety usually about 2 - 4 feet be- 
low the surface and often brilliantly coloured. 


COELENTRATES : ina! Anemones, Corals, Jellyfish belong +o this phylum 
and ali have the same characteristic - they are hollow-bodied, have tenta— 
cles wbout a mouth opening, and sting $ 


Hydroids: These are tiny: basic creatures with cight sticky tentacles. (Gen— 
erally the body is cylindrical with an opening at one end (the mouth) sur 
rounded.by tentacles, and the animal has the ability to sting in order to t 
immobilise its prey. Sita live in colonics like bits of fern attached to 
rock, each little branch along the stem containing a tiny animal. 


Jellyfish; Has 2 semi-transparent bag (float bladder) on top which it can 
move to propel itself, and tentacles armed with stinging cells to catch 
food. Examples are the Seca Wasp » Portuguese Mon of War (this one's sting 
is dangerous to humans), and Cyanca which is @ reddish colour, and also 
packs a nasty sting. 


Sea Anemone; These are very pretty flower-like creatures when open, ‘They 
have an outer and inner well with digestive and venous system between, and 
sticky tentacles. The Red Waratah anemone looks. like. a little ruby red 
blob of hard rough-skinned jelly when closed. Others have stripes — one 
groy with silver edge and tentacles. $e2 anemones can be kept quite well 
ina salt water aquarium, are easily fed (on shrimp or chop) and, if given 
a regular supply of sea water, will expand in size and look very attract— 
ive. 


OVeEr o<o 
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Marine Biology (Cont'd) 


Corals: These tiny Polyps are closely related to the Anemone, and each 
secretes a compact skeleton of 'limestone!' in which it lives, emerging to 
wave its tentacles about in search’ of food. There are a few corals in- 
Victorian waters - the Brain Coral is fairly common, as is also the Gor- 
gonia, a graceful fan coral of many colours. Slides showed colours of 
orange, pink, grey, and also a pink branched coral with tiny white heads 
sticking out. 


V ERMES (Worms) - ewrelads These are the ringed or segmented worms. Slides 


‘showed the homes of Tesolin worms, a2 mass of tiny white tubes 1" x 
1/16" diamster encrusting rocks; the l.sen:wormwhich lives in a tube like 


. a-very long icecream cone, about 23''5 Scale worm, hardish and scaly, with 


little feet for moving; another tube worm which lives in a tube 6" — 8" 
long, and sends out tentacles like purple hair or wool opening out in all 
directions, and many other worms too numerous to mention here, 


ATTHROPODS: Text came slides of Arthropods (' joint-foot!) represented by 
the Crustaceans such as crabs, lobsters, prawns otc, Sepie have a, hard 
outer shell as well as jointed legs. There was a rab with a 
Sponge on its back - the sponges continue to grow to a AS size. Seaweed 
Crab, whose body was a mass of little groups of spines each curved over 
at the end like a fish hook. When it sheds its skin (moults) it takes 
-the seaweed off the old skin and replaces it on the new. There was a pret- 
ty pale--blue/pink Sand Crab; then a Rock Crab found on wet rocks; a Pebble 
Crab, the male of which has long front légs with claws while the female 
has piel front legs; Weed Shrimp, almost transparent; Prawn Killer 
(Squogger), a slow seat ‘creature, coloured orange with lobster--like tail 
and front pairs of legs like plates; Mantis Prawn (Squilla), semi-trans—— 
parent; Bass Yabby which burrows in muddy flat places and has one large 


eilininy 3) Pea Crab whose abdomen is not covered by a shell — soft bodied 
3 AY 9 


it lives tail first in a disca Be mollusc shell, dragging itself Gaal ts 
home). around by the front legs; a bright red San Hermit Crabs; a Mason 


Hermit Crab which bores a hole in cei and whose limbs look Bie Masonry 5 
‘and - tiny § Sea Spiders, 


MOLLUSCS 3. The Hollusos constitute one’ of the largest Jaaistionts of the 
animal Kingdon, with over 80,000 different species, including most of the 
so-wi. ted shellfish - in the sea, on the land, in lakes and streams | They 
are soft-bodied animals and have no skeleton whatsoever, nor are they seg- 
mented like the Arthropods or the Annelida. Now followed a number of 
slides depicting various species :-- eed emg ich ifr. a 


Chitons: Meaning: tarmour-plated! , being flattish domed oval creatures 
' found under stones just below ake level; Duck Shell, its large velvety 


black foot offsetting the flat white shell; Ear Shell (Haliotis), also 
called Mutton Fish and Abalone; Sand snails 5 Siuiciay | with a lovely 
fan-shaped shell. pee 


Sea Slugs (Nudibranchs), belying their name, are most ysoainnalie coloured, 
that shown was gold with bright blue spots, and with the brilliant blue 
nany~branched gill structure at the rear. 


Over coo 
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Cowries: When crawling, the mantle comes right around the shell which is 
being continually built up by deposits from the mantle. 


Sca Hare with bright orange egg ribbon. Belying its name, this creature 
crawls very slowly. ‘The shell is internal to the body, just under the 
- skin. ao 


Squid, with irridescent body with black and yellow spots. It has ten suck- 
ered arms, two of which are longer than the other eight, and swims using 
its fins or by under water—-jet propulsion. 


Octopus: All octopuses have eight suckered arms, a beak to tear food, and 

a poison gland for narcotising animals (2 small at octopus | recently 

bit a young soldicr at Sydney, causing death in a matter of wo hours). 

They can also move by jet propulsion. Two slides were shown, one of 0. 9) 
haculata white with blue spots outlined with gold and brown, and one of 

O. su er ciliosis, showing big eyes, and large suction pads on the arms. 


ECHINODERMS : The members of the phylun Echinodermata have spiny or rough 
skins (from which they derive thoir name) and a radial symmetry of design; 
and include the Sca Stars (Starfish), Brittle Stars, Feather Stars, Sea 
Urchins and Sca Cucumbers. Slides were shown of a number of these and. 
“included the following :- 


Starfish (Asteroides): Here wo saw stars of many different colours.— 
_ A. gunnii,. dark purple; @ five-sided Biscuit Star, a bright red star with 
- gold patterned centre, another textured with -. lL blues; a Sun Star 


with Tl - 13 arms covered with many spikes and processes, 


The starfish can protrude its stomach through its mouth to envelop food 
and digest it outside the body. It moves on tiny suckered feet - tubes - 
which emerge from grooves on the underside of the arms. 


‘Brittle Stars (Ophiuroides): These have more of a central disc-shaped . 
body, with long spider-like legs which are easily broken, but which grow g 
again. : 


Feather Stars (Crinoidea): These have many arms that look like feathers. 
(Phe name of this class of marine animals 'Crinoidea! is from the Greek, 

“meaning ‘resembling the lily! and is of particular importance and inter 
est because of the ee of, usually, abundant fragnents of stems and 
other of the hard parts £ fossilized representatives of the class in sed- 
imentary rocks of such areas well known to us as Tyers, the Thomson River, 
Buchan etc.. Hd.) 


Sea Urchins (Bchinoidea) have beautifully patterned, spiny, near~spherical 
skells, which range in colour from purple to white. They move on trans- 
parent suckered feet which emerge from holes running neridian-wise arouhd 
the shell. The central mouth underneath has five tooth. 


The Ponoil Urchin has Long spines like slate pencils. 


Sea. Cucumbers (Holothureans). ‘A slide showed one like @ pale blue cucumber 
with many sucker feet and deep blue tentacles undernoath around the mouth. 
If unduly gue oer oed they throw out their insides (to seers enemies) and 
Seen a new set in a few RS Ny 
ed Mee “ over see | 
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CHORDATES: The Phylum Chordata includes the vertebrate animals, i.e, 
“those with backbones, or spinal columns, and slides were shown which illus— 
trated several of these, which can be found along the seashore. One of 
the lowest forms is the Sea Squirt (an Ascidian) included because, at its 
free-swimming (larval) stage, it has the beginnings of a backbone (noto- 
ee ts potato-like body, covered with a leathery skin, has two op- 

nings - water is sucked continually through one into the internal parts, 
Ras sea life is extracted for food, and the water is then ejected through 
the other. Another slide showed a number of Sca Squirts joined together 
in a yellow mass - a colonial or Compound _A Ascidian. 


Sea Sea Tulip another Ascidian, orange~coloured, on a stem 6 - 8 inches leng, was 
also Bpon and the Sea a, Horse | (Hippocamy apUus ) which is a true fish. In this 


Species, the male takes the newly “hatched young into his pouch and looks af-~ 
ter them. 


cea 


Time brought to cn end & very intoresting lecture which provided a feast 
of colour and information that made us eager to try out new found knowledge 
on the morrow's excursion which Sir Robert was to lea On behalf of the 
members and visitors present the lecturer was thanked ioe opening up the 
wonders of the seashore and bringing a new dimension to our knowledge and 
work within wae Club. 


At aBhiakchph Riche 


In connection with her report above, Miss Betty Kemp included the following 
note: - "The foregoing is by no means a complete report of the profusion 
of marine life illustrated, as it was impossible to describe them all, but 
anyone who could find the tine to read Rachel Carson's 'The Sea Around Us!— 
a very readable and fascinating book, would be well rewarded, Her des~— 
cxiptions of marine litte along the eastern coast of U.S.A. and their ways 

of living combine both poetry and drama - and no doubt the rest of the book 
is in this vein. It will be found in every library - a must ! "! 


ind 2 Note by the M4itow; Among other attainments, Rachel Carson learned 
to lz.ow the soa - duimayolyaduring her time as genetic biologist and later 
editor-in-chief yor the U.S. Fish and Yi'diife Service and while studying 
offshore life uncer a Gugsenhein Felluwship, and again while during research 
at the Marine Biological Laboratory in Massachusetts. Her knowledge of 

and interest in natural history is formidable and intense — her acclaimed 
(and officially Jargely ignored) 'Silent Spring! indicates her dedication 

to conservation -- and she writes for all to read and understand, 'The Sca 
around Us! is alnost certainly to be found in Victorian Public Librarics, 
and it covld well be included in the F.N.Club library. 


(Ed. ) 
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EXCURSION TO VENUS BAY Saturday May 20th. 
Led by Sir Robert Blackwood ond reported by Mrs. Lorna Padfield: 


The May excursion was to have been to Waratah Bay, but 2a change of plans 
took members on from the meeting place at Meeniyan to the area known as 
Eegle's Nest Point on Venus Bay. The name Venus Bay was given to the 
bight by Matthew Flinders, being the name of a boat commanded and sailed 
by his friend and colleague Surgeon George Bass. 


Eagle's Nest Rock, which gives 2 name to the area is a double-peaked rock 
lying about 300! from the shore and at about three miles eastward from 
Cape Patterson end, although only about 60' high, is the most conspicuous 
feature on this part of the cozst and is an aid to navigation by vessels 
sailing to Anderson's Inlet, on the coast of which lics the small town 
ship, once port, of Inverloch, about six miles from the Rock. The coastal 
cliffs here show the effects of extensive erosion by the sea, and Eagle's 
Nest Rock is itsolf 2 remnant of the soft sedimentary rocks forming the 
former Coastline. . bie 


The Reais area was comparatively high on the headland, and here the ton 
or so cars of the party were left while their occupants climbed warily 
down the slippery path to the beach below. The tide had receded at about 
midday and the -time we had arrived and this made more readily accessible 
the many rock pools and crevices of the sandstone sea floor and the animals 
which lived among the rocks and the plants growing ¢-t forming veritablo 
gardens, sights of much beauty, 


Sir Robert Blackwood wes the leader of the excursion to the seashore, 

‘and showed members of the party where to look for and find somo of the 
marine animals of which he had spoken on the previous night. An ex- 

-perienced searcher of the things of the sea, he was the more suitably a 

tired to withstand some of the hazards of stepping into or falling aa 

the deeper than they appeared rock pools. We were told to look in the 
pools, to turn over rocks ond explore their crevices. It was desirable {j 
to return the rocks to their original positions din order not to destroy 
the animals which lived or sheltered beneath, 


plentiful were the worn tubes of the Galcolaria whose white lime encrusta- 
tions almost complotely covered rocks near the uncovered sand of the sea~ 
shore. The tubes were from 4" to 1" long and about 1/1oth" in diancter. 


We saw Limpotse The Slit Limpots are shells which look very much like a. 
Ceca ts hat — grooved and coloured, but not brightly. ee limpet at- 
taches itself to a rock by means of 2 'foot' which acts as a kind of suck- 
er. The Slit Linpet is 2 false limpet belonging to the sa a family as 
the Key-hole Linp- Gi which has a small hole which resembles a key-hole. 
‘The Slit Linpeot is characterized by a small slit in the shell as a result 
_ of the mantle honing < slit in its margin. The mantle:of the shell so- 
-erétes the material that forms the shell itself - it covers the shell 
and in some cases” poe: as a form of camoufla ESeo 


Over ooo, 
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Limpets move about fairly well over the rocks by using the feet which lie 
beneath the stomach end return to the same spot from which they left for 


the SRS H 2 remarkable example of homing. Their food is usually sca- 
weed. : 


Another shell creature to be found in great numbers was the Chiton, or 


— Coat of Mail fhell. They adhere to the underside of rocks like the Lim 


pets and have cight sections in the shell which is surrounded by 2 muscu- 
lar layer claaed 'the girdle'. Chitons are usually recognized by the lin- 
e2r designs on the beautiful shell. The girdle on some of the shells looks 
like the skin of a snake, while others have a furry looking girdle. 


The isopod or 5 Sea Lice and the Amphipod or Sand Flea These were smail 
creatures which we saw on the send and also on the aed of rocks, and 
around the piles of jetties otc.. The amphipod is compressed laterally 
and cannot walk on legs -tisfactorily, therefore they have a sideways 
leaping movement, from which they derive the ne,co 'Sand Fleat. The Isopod 
is flattened in a more usual manner and is related to the Slaters we know 
so well on land. When taken in the hand the Isopod will roll up on itself. 


Star Pishes: Those were tound in the rock pools and we were able to sce 
several different species one of which wes a red 5--pointed cals one's about 

6" in diameter. Wo put this one on its back in order to observe the pro- 
cess of turning over. The tentacles which are on the underside gradually 
came, feeling ‘out for a section of nock, allowing the creature to cling to 

it and slowly right itself again. We saw other Star-fish with moro than 

5 points, and some were ogain more furry looking, but beautiful in colour. 
Also the smaller star-fish (Patirulla) with arms not so clearly defined 

and having more o7% 2 hexagonal shape. Some these seen were in lovely col- 
OULS « : rf 

Sea Urchins were of the same 3 cemilyee the Star-fish c eae used the same meth-_ 
of of movement -- oy thoir te ene ” By holding up a dead Sea Urchin we 
could sec the tiny holes through which the tentacles passed. 


Sea Cucumbers ox Holothux rilans These soft-bodicd, sausage-like creaturcs 


eee en enema ee een a ne ee a 


could be mistakon for large Aner they are actually however of the same 
fanily os the Sea Urchins. They are of the saine group of the Beche—de— 
mer or Trepang of the northern Australian woters. The Sea Cucumber has 
PRS “ES Enaorda. Vy, facility of being able to eject most of its intestines 
ond tO grow thom ayain. Wo saw a re pres entative of this group. 


Seca Hare: Some inagination was noedod +o soe any resemblance of this crcat- 
urc to the hare. The name refers to.the shapo given by the four tenta— 

clos protruding from the head and. folding over, having the appearance of 

& rabbit's can. Somctines brightly colcurecd, the specimen found: here was 
brown and green. Living mainly on seawoed the Soa Hare progresses by means 
of an clonjated foot. 


@he Sea Slug. -_ Nudibranch. The specimens collocted were bright ycollow 
‘and fron or to 4" long. They need to be secn moving in the water in or— 


der to appreeiate their real beauty. 


Over oo 8 


che 2 Doe : 
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Excursion Cont'd. : 
sea Anemones: ’ Several of these beautiful creatures were seen, and tho | 


most common seemcd to be the Red Anemone. Looking like balls of red vel-— 
vet in the rock pools until the pink tentacles wore opened out, they then 
took on the appearance of an opened flower. 


Another larger specimen had a ‘prow base and eee tentacles, while the ten- 
tacles of another wore pale-grey. The tentacles cxude a sticky substance 
and are the means by which food is obtained by the animal. 


Meany more species of marine animals were scen by members and the loader 
collected a formidable array of specimens in the way of an experienced 

marine biologist. This areca wes shown to be a fruitful source of speci- 6 
“mens at the right state of the tide and is recomended to those who are 
anxious tO sre more in this vastly US ear ficld of study. 


‘Time passed 28 quickly 2s it does when one is so greatly interested in 
the wonderful things of nature and a long string of pwple gradually wended 
their way up the track to the cars. Mr. Tan McDonald said a few appro- 
priate words of thanks on beholf of members to Sir Robort Blackwood, and 
there was a general Shien for home. 


+ “9161 o8o. 15 Padficld ooo 8 


AN. ANTHROPOLOGICAL NOTE: 


To those interested in the ‘pre-history of the Australian Aborigine news that 
carbon dating of bones, artefacts ue charcoal found during this yoar at 

_the site of earlier finds (the Keil - skull) at Keilor, north of Melbourne, ” 
bas added 6,000 years to the previous dating of 25, 000 yoars of reoeds} qed aoa 
discovered in the early 1940's, is cxciting. 


Members: of the Archacology Socict ty “of Victoria have ie working on Sess 
..,area under the leadership cf Dr. Gallus for some long years, Gnd this lat- 
est authoritatively confirmed dating must be of great satisfaction to then. 
Of course, 31,000 years of pre: eghistory is apparently the presont known pos- 
ition. Futuro dis scuverics, achicved only with 2 trenendous amount of work 
and over 2. cue period of timc might alter the time factor considerably. 


hoon Cees se Co 
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* FOSSILS: Report of a Lecture to the Sale Ficld Naturalists Club. 


by Sale Member Mrs. Enid Newnham. 


‘We wore fortunate at our last F.N.C. mceting in Sale to hoar a lecture by 
Mr. T.A4. Darragh, Curator of Fossils at the National Muscum. Because of 

the cold night only 2 few members attended, but those who did so were re- 
warded with a most interesting address. 


Mr. Darragh asked the question: "What are fossils and what do we look for?! 
He stated that once almost anything that was dug up was considered to be 

a fossil, including minerals, and cven. pottery. However, only those plants 
or animals that lived prior to recent or historical times were now consid-— 
ered to be fossils. 


The study of fossils is called ideal usoetealieee) meaning 'ancient life!, the 
study of plants boing known as Palacobotany and that of animal fieyeyet th as 

palacozoology. There aro several other subdivisions of fossils including 

those which nocd to be studied under a microscope. 


Many places in-YVicgoria are rich in fossils, and in the Limestone Quarrics 
at Dutson in Gippsland can be seen species of Bryezoa, Gastropods, Calcar— 
cous Algae and Sponges, amongst others. These date back to the Miocene 
Poriod. In the Devonian rocks of the Walhalla areca aro remains of Crin- 
oids, flower-like marine animals, and the Port Campbell limestones contain 
fine specimens of fossil crustaccans. 


Intoresting spccimens of terrestrial fossil aninals have been found in 

many parts of the world, the best preserved among them boing the Woolly 
Mannoths of Siboria and Alaska. Insect fossils havo surprisingly beon 
found, trapped in the resins and gums of troes. ‘Those have been plonti- 
ful in the Baltic areca, but have also been found in tho Yallourn Brown 

Cozl measures. Tho soft parts of animals arc .scldom found, cxcept in these 
circunstancos.. 


Another method of preservation has been that of replacement of the hard 
parts of the animals through the agency of silica or calcium carbonate. 
In the former opalization takes placc, the shape of the perts being ro- 
tained. Sonotines the calcium.carbonate in shells is replaced by iron 
sulphido. Casts of tracks or trails of long dead animals may also be 

found, and these have provided a great dcal of valuable mnformation of 

specics of aninals, including the giant reptiles of the Mesozoic Era. 


Indox fossils, so-calied because they lived for a rolatively short geolo- 
gic poriod of time, are of value to geologists in helping to dotermine 
the age of rocks in any part of the world, end assist in disclosing the 
climatic conditions, and the nature of the natural features at any por— 
lod of tinc. 

Mr. Darragh, in conclusion, mentioned that fossils are found only in tho 
sedimontary rocks, such as shales, limestones, sandstones, particularly 
those of a marine origin. He advised those who were intorested in 
collecting fossils for identification purposes to sccure the wholo of 
the rock in which it was ombedded, in ordot that any impressions, nark— 
ings and projoctions hight be presorvod. 


eoon He Newnhan ooo 0 
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"WILDFLOWERS OF VICTORIA" __by Miss Joan Galbraith. 


As Editor of the Naturalist, I have recoived a rovicw copy of the long 
awaited revisea 3rd. cdition of Miss Galbraith's "Wildflowers of Victoria", 
from the publishers Longmans, Green & Co. Ltd,. 


This valuable native plant reference, long out of print, comes now com— 
pletely revised and an coven more important guide to much of the flora of 
Victoria than were the carlicr cditions. The Scautiful line drawings by 
Ruth Iggsten are included, as well as a number of black and white photo- 
graphs — there is an cxtensive glossary and a 'guide to sections! - all 
of which, together with the narrative descriptions, must go a long way to 
making identification much casicr. 


This is, I belicve, essentially a.fiecld guide, and has beon prepared for 
that purpose. The section on how to use the book scems to make identifi- 
cation of plants in the ficld ae , although that is only partly so, tho 
I” ustrations, the guide to sections, and the keys provided certainly 
simplify the task in respect of a large number of plants. 


The book carries authority —- Miss Galbraith gratefully acknowledges the 
generous assistance of Mr. Norman Weket*cld well known naturalist; and 
that of Governmcnt Botanist, Mr. J.H. Willis, who is also an author of 

note and wno has provided the introduction to the work. I fcol that I 

cannot do better thin to quote from his introduction; -— 


"The authezess is &@ G apctcnt ficld botenist whose crisp and accurate 
descriptions cmpiasico those very features by which a plant may be most 
casiiy recognized. lixccllent photographic illustrations, mainly by the 
late F. Bishop and the late H.1, Reeves, add much to the value of the 
toxt. Obviously it would not be possible to deal with all two thousand 
and more species of the Victowian flora; but conspicuous and typical eox- 
amples have been chosen from @i:feront plant familics, and these are dis- 
cussed undor a cundred headings botanically arranged (from simple and 
primitive to more resont highly specialized flowers). Miss Galbraith's 
_work should go far in supplying 2 long-felt went ...!! 


i 
\ 


a“ 
2 


In the Spring .i 1966 I travelled in the company of Miss Galbraith fron 
hor home at Tyoxs to Bairnsdale, along the Omeo Highway to Omoo, and 
thence along the Alpine Highway which traverses the High Plains country 5 
snaking the road which runs high and scars Hotham Henghts, past Mt. St. 
Bernard and down to Harrictville to lu 4 on the western bank of a fast~ 
rumning Ovens River. There followed « drive ovor the Tawonga Gap to 

Mt. Boauty. The pleasure of a memorable journey was in the glorious 
woathor, the scencory, cspecially in the mountain country where the sum 
mits and the southern slopes of the high hills wore still snow coverod. 
There was too the cnthusiasm of Miss Galbraith in a reunion along the way 
with many of her plant fricnds, to whom I was introduced, Referring 

now to her "Wildflowers of Victoria" reminds me vividly of Miss Galbraith 
during that leisurely journey, showing a deep knowledge and love of plants 
and a great concern for their presorvation- her great wish for others to- 
know and understand and a desire to help them to learn ... 


The retail price cf the book is $4.75 and copics may be obtained from tho 
Secretary and/ or Txeasurer, 


wo 06 G.T.5. 0000 
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Editorial: 


Dear iaisaiker Field Heturalists, 


General Meeting Priday o5th. hea aee 69 The interesting part 
of this meeting will be a selection of Nature films chosen from a list 


‘prepared. by the Hxecutive Committee. These will be obtained, it is un- 


der stood, from the State Film Library by courtesy of the Librarian (Mr. 
Boe ae) of the Yaliourn Public Library. 


Members. can be assured. of their suitability and value to 
members fron the HERA ere as well as the entertainnoent points of. 
view. 


ixcursion Saturday 26th. August; The August excursion is to 


- be to the Stoney Greck area to study birds in the field, with Mr. Frank 


Jones as the leader. Mire Jones has spent much time bird—banding as 
well as observing birds during the seasons of the year in this area, 


d, 


and it is hoped that Sones vakenals wiil. enable a successful day with the 
Pp sear 


birds. 


sathouel the road throug ah Gowarr Weir will be’ epee to traf 
fic access to thea will not be affected, and members are asked to 
meet at the Genesee store | at moongabbiie at 10 a.m. on the Saturday » 


Notes of the Executive Committee Meeting: This 28 held at 
theuhome of Mz Mr. & Mirs. Jim peterson, Barry Street, Nera on the 
night of Friday the 7th. August... Among the matters. Giese aA or dis~ 
cussed were the oe ee a 


Photeflora 1968: A further report wes received to ‘the effect 
that greatly “increasing interest was being takcon in this annual event. 
Highteen requests from as many separated centres for showings s had so 
far been received. It is hoped that as many L.V.P.N.C, members as 

possible will onde your to Supn iy entries to Photoflora. 


The: Gippsland Earthworm: The Lave! Mir. Crosbie Morrison stat— 
ed thet this giant worm had boen known to exceed ten feet in length 
when Sateen and of a thicknes.to equal that. of a man's thumb. The 


Director of the overs Fisheries and Wildlife Department is secking 


information from intcrosted persons sighting the carthworn, or having 
seen evidence of its occurrence. 


It is believed to have been restricted to the swampy or, marshy 
areas of South Gippsiand - by some, including Crosbie Morrisson to be 
‘outmoded remnants of a bygone age! as are some of Australia!s ‘living 
fossils! the platypus otc.. It is said to have a body of a light slate 
grey colour with the first six inches from the head end being black. 


OW-G Tuveraye 


a) 
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+. ®he Gippsland Karthworm. (Cont'd) 


It is feared that the use of chemical fertilizers and pesti- 
cides will hasten the trend to extinction of this interesting creature, 
named by Professor McCoy Megascolides gippslandicus — it is probebly al- 
ready rare, although reports may prove this to be mistaken. 


If you have anything to report please do so direct to the Dix— 
_ector, Fisheries and Wildlife Department, Melbourne. 


Programme of Meetings and Excursions for 1968; It is hoped that 
suggestions will be put forward by members at the August general meeting. 
This will then make it possible for the Executive to prepare a tentative 
programme at the September meeting. The programne can be regarded as ten- 
tative only until prospective speakers and leaders have intimated agrec- 
ment or acceptance of Club invitations. 


Hslewhere in this issue are some suggestions for excursions 
from Mrs. Hague of Cowarr. The cxcursion which she recommends taking in 
the arca including Lake Tyers etc. to the Ninety Mile Beach is of particu- 
lar interest to the writer because it includes Red Bluff, the first and 
only break in the long stretch of the beach, and which appears to havo 
what are now only the sorry remnants of an aboriginal kitchen midden, 
with evidence of long periods of shell gathering and feasting at many 
fires — charcoal encrusted shells of some considerable thickness being 
too quickly dissipated by picnickers and fishormen, 


Natural History and: Flora Exhibition: The Victorian Field 
Naturalists Club will hold its annual exhibition in conjunction with the 
native plants display by the Society for Growing Australian Plants at the 
Melbourne Town Hall (in the Lower jown Hall) on Monday, Tuesday and Wed— 
nesday the 28th., egth., and 30th. of August from 10 a.m. to 10 Dems ON 
each of the three days. 


kech group of the V.F.N.C. will be represented by exhibits, as 
usual at the exhibition, and this is an ovent which should be regarded as 
of great value to those who find it possible to attend. 


Noxt Exccutive Committes Mccting: This has‘ been arranged to be 
held at the home of Mr. & lirs. Ted MceRlroy, of 35 Latrobe Avenue, Morwell. 
The Meeting will comiuence at 7.30 DeMe,y And once again it is stated that 
any interested members are invited to attend. 


At the time of writing this ir, lMcBlroy is a paticnt in the 
Latrobe Valloy Uommunity Hospital, Mr. Mcklroy has been on the sick 
list for some time, and it is hoped that this period of treatment will 
return him to good health. He has the good wishes of all members of the 
Club. - 
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Miss Jean Galbraith's 'Wildflowers of Victoria'. This is | 
now on the shelves of booksellers, and the Secretary will have copies 
at the general meeting for those members who have already placed their 


orders. Reviews have appeared in several publications, and that of 


Peter Alston, 'Age' gardening writer, is of interest: "in a somewhat 
different category from the-above is the third edition of ‘Wildflowers 

of Victoria' by Jean Galbraith. This has become a standard work for the 
native plant lover and this revised edition with its extensive illustrated 
glossary is an ideal aid to identification and guide to the habits of our 


Victorian plants. 


The special value of this book lics in the fact that it is an 
authoritative botanical work, yet one which is fashioned in a style to 
fill the requirements of the amateur botanist and plantsman." 


Classes in Natural History: There has been, so far, a disap— 
pointing response to the request for an indication from members of their 
desire to participate in the Natural History classcs. Perhaps there 
might be sufficient replies by the date of the August mecting to enable 
a decision to be made on whether or not the classes may be conducted. If 
the present opportunity is not availed of — that is, the availability of 
competent teachers, and anticipatod financial assistance from the Adult 
Education Association, it might be much more difficulty to arrange such 
classes for some considorable time ahead, This would be a great disap— 
pointment to several of the members who have worked towards effective 
knowledge and understanding by members in the things to be seen in the 
field. 


The Song of the Lyrecbird: Fairly recently I 'fluked! seccing a 
25 minute T.V. Film, filmed and commentated (I believe) by Graham Pizzoy 
on the repertoire of the Lyrebird, and its inimitable powers of mimicry. 
One could have been sceptical of the great varicty of bird songs and calls 


. having been delivered by the one bird. Howover, on Sunday the 25th. June 


I was at the site of the old Maidentown, cast of Walhalla, which has been 
referred to as a former suburb of the gold town in its prosperity, and 
had stopped just boyond at the bottom of a steep, slippery rise which my 
car had not been able to climb. Sitting on a rotting troe trunk poeling 
and cating an apple in a quict that could be felt I heard the unmistakable 
call of the male bird displaying on the hill to the south-cast - quite 
close to me but unseen. Thon came the calis of the Kookaburra, the 
Currawong, which are plentiful in the area, the Little Wattlo-bird (or 

S80 I believed), Cockatoos, Parrots and other calls which T could not i- 
dentify. They wore all undoubtcdly made by the same bird. This was an 
experience which mado the day's outing roally worth-while - and removed 
any scepticism that might have remained after seeing and hearing the 

very fine Graham Pizzey film. 


It is of interest to be able to report that this much ravaged 
area shows some signs of regeneration - trece—-ferns and other associated 
vegetation showing in some of the gullies what could result if the coun- 
try were to be given a roal chance | 
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stoi er eens FLOWERS OF THE PINE FORESTS. Hiten Lyndone. 2... 


The first Sunday in August was a delightfully sunny day and, 
for-us, one well spent, for we went wandering in the.great maze of the 
pine plantations that stretch for miles along the hills from Rosedale to 
Longford. At this latter end we met with several small mobs of Imus 
which were not unduly nervous, although they certainly ran off with their 
grass skirts rustling round their long black legs, but soon resumed a 

leisurely afternoon stroll through the: bush. ; iy, 


Under newly planted pines the sand is still bare and uncloth- 
ed while under the mature stands that exclude the sunlight the earth is 
more or less bare and lifeless. But in between these two extremes where 
pines are waist high or even taller, the earth can be a garden of colour | 
with its thriving native shrubbery. This fact may not please foresters vi) 
but I loved it § Never have I seen such lush Correa bushes, dark green 
and glossytand wide-spreading, just smothered with red bells. Surely 
one of our most desirable native plants, growing so very easily from cut— 
tings poked into any sort of earth, and flowering all winter. 


There were two pretty wattles adding their gold to the scene — 
Acacia oxycedrus, the Spike Wattle, furiously.prickly but gloriously gold- 
_ en with its long catkins of bloom; and A. suaveolens, the softer and paler 
' Sweet Wattle that is also pleasantly scented. Then the Bear Heath, Leu- 
copogon ericoides, dark red while still in bud, but pale pink to white 
when the flowers open wide. These three hardy species made a lovely’ 
picture intermingled in color amongst the dark pines. 


a I went looking for the fungi in the aisles between the taller 
pine blocks but found only a few wood destroying sorts busy reducing the 
falien branches. But any spot of ground which was open was literally 
carpeted with the leaves of the smaller orchids. Tiny rosettes of a 
Greenhood; troops of Stately Helmets ~ some in flower, very robust and . 

stately indeed. Clouds of losquitoes, Aciantlus exertus, covering the @) 
_ ground with green hearts that are reddish on the lower side, with here 4 
and there a flowering stem. I came away reluctantly, feeling that per 

haps, after all, all is not lost in the pine deserts, and the extermina— 

tion not nearly so complete as that whci has taken place in our highly 
improved milk, meat and onion districts. 


Ellen Lyndon. © 
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Suggestions for Excursions During 1968: by Mrs. M. Hague. 


An interesting area for naturalists would be the extensive 
natural bush situated between Tooloo Arm, Lake Tyers and the Ninety= 
Mile Beach. The bush tecems with natural flora and bird life = there 
are too Kangaroos, Wallabies and: other animals. On @ piece of land 
a) into the Lake called 'Devil's Hole! fossils are to be found. 


A oon syeqelal provide little time enough to sec all thero 


is to be seen. The beach joins the Lake at the sandbar, as most read- 


ers will know. © The way in is through Nowa Nowa where there is a turn 
right into Lake Tyers House Road. Lake Tyers House is an old Guest 
House and was once the Coaching Hotel during the times when coaches 
ran from the goldficlds by way of Orbost to Lakes-Entrance.- ‘Since 
the owner dicd last year the place has. become rathor dilapidated, but 
I daresay permission would be available for any one to camp there by 
his son, Mre Me Camilleri — failing that of course, WSaS is the Nowa 


‘Nowa Motel, and a good camping ground. 


I asked my friends who live at Lake Tyers House Road if they 
would like a party to visit their areca and Mr. Roberts said that he 
would accompany the group. He is close on 70.ycars (but very spritcly) 
and as he was born there knows all the history of the place,which I am 
sure is intensely interesting. The distance altogether would be per- 
haps eae. few more miles longer than it would be to Buchan. IT had a few 
most enjoyable days there very recently, vi siting the old coaching 
house, the shrines overlooking the Lake; the. orchard and the old glass-— 
making place; the beach; the 'Devil's Hole' (which is very, very deep); 
the Pilot Station and Mystic Lake. It is so much better when there is 
someone with you who knows all about these places. At one time the 
Lakes were a hive of activity with steam. boats pea all kinds of 
freight, and also the pleasure boats. 


For a one day excursion which would not be too arduous my sug 
gestion would be around Cowarr.Weir, visiting the breakaway (the river 
now flows down Rainbow Creck) where the gash and crosion of the 1962 
flood can be secn. © Many different kinds of stones can be found in the 


creck. Stoney Creek could, be visited - the route I would suggest is 
to Cowarr Weir, through our paddock and over Rainbow Creck down to 


Old Thomson River (Salamanders! Hideout), then to a paddock on to Seat- 
on Road belonging to my sons, where many wildflowors grow. Springtime 
would be a must for this trip - perhaps November or Octobor ~— and then 
home via Stoney Creck. | 


meee (lars) M. Hogue --—- 


(Mrs. Hague has also not been well cnough to attend excur- 
sions this year, but hopes to join the cxcursion to Wilson's Promontory 
in November. Tt is sincerely hoped that Mrs. Hague will very soon be 
well cnough to join other members in the ficld. (Bd) ). 


Latrobe Vallcy Naturalist. 


Plant and Fauna Surveys of the Darlimurla Area: 
Lyndon has. spent a great deal of .time, sometimes 
cssions in the company of members of this Club or others in the conduct 
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of a survey of the plants of the Darlinmurla 
is hoped to have reserved. 


“will be printed for the. information of members and. any others interested. 


Club has undertaken a survey of the mamaals —- the group includes dedicated 
wmateur and professional workers, with Mr. Bill King, a recent euae spcak- 
er and cxcursion leader as the group Chairman. 


itively identified. 
being here but have 


an arca 
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Mrs. Hllen 


areca , some part of which it 


Mrs. Lyndon's comprehensive list, after 
‘checking and perhaps added to by Mr. Graham Marshell and other members 


The Mammal Survey Group of the Victorian Picld Naturalists 


The list which follows is of those mammals which have been pos— 
There are at least three other mammals suspected of 
not bcen included in the lists; — 


Black-teiled Wallaby. 
Pigny Glider. 

Greater Glider. 
Ringtail Possum. 
Mountain Possums 
Allied Rat. 

Eastern Swamp Rat. 
Eastern Water Rat. 
Dusky. Marsupial Mouse. 
Brown Phascogale. . 
Common Wombat. 

Koala. 

Short—nosed Bandicoot. 
Long—nosed Bandicoot. 
Echidne. 

Little Bat, 


The Mammal Survey Group cansiders that such a collection from 
of what is only a few hundred acres © 


est they have yet worked in. 


The above information has been provided by Mr. Jim Peterson, 


Wallabie-. bicolor 
Acrobates. pygmacus 
Schoinobates volans 


Psoudocheirus laniginosus 


Trichosurus caninus 
Rattus assimilis 
Rattus lutreolus 
Hydromys chrysogaster 
Antechinus swainsonii 
Antechinus stuartii 


‘Vombatus hirsutus 


Phascolarctos cinereus 
Isoodon obesulus 
Porameles nasuta 
Tachyglossus aculcata 
Vespadelus punilus 


represents one of the rich- 


who has been in clese contact with the manmal survey group, as well as 


the workors on the flora of 


the arca. 


(Hd). 


alone, and on other oc— 


a 
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WR. STERKENBERG AND THE LACY WEDGE-FERN. © by Ellen Lyndon. 


Congratulations to lir. Sterkenberg on his recent green gold 
strike and on his adding another rare one to the census of local flora 
with the Lacy Wedge-fern. This is, I think, the fourth record for the 


State and the third occurrence in man-made excavations. 


The new National Park is very much in my mind now that the 
bulldozers are busy on the adjoining ‘subdivisions, and this week I set 
out to see if I could locate the boundary pegs. Instead I added another 
three ferns to the list there. Only one however, is in any way uncommon 
and this is Tmesipteris ovata, the Oval Fork-fern. This one belongs to 
one of the oldest living orders of plants. It consists of a leafy un- 
branched stem, six inches or less in length, with lobed spore cases at— 
tached to forked bracts. The midvein of each narrow leaf extends into 
a sharp terminal spike. The twin sporecases are Bere ay round’. 


There is a single record of this small fern in the Dandenongs 
during the last century but otherwise it is recorded very occasionally 
in far eastern Victoria. Ours is a very limited occurrence on a tree— 
fern trunk in company with Filmy-ferns and mosses, well up on the head— 
waters of Foster's Creek. Until I find. those ey pegs I cannot be 
quite sure that it is even within the park. 


This particular stretch on the main oreek Sjepenemys the finest 
Tree~ferns in the whole area and the waters ripple through an arching 
tunnel of fern PR ORGS The scenery was further cnhanced on the.day of 
my visit by troops of a beautiful tall green toadstool, Cortinarius Aust— 
ro-venetus. 


And @ | later notes — 


I was in some doubt about local records for the Oval Fork-fern, 
T. ovata, that I found in Foster's Gully, Mr. Norman Wakefield, in his 
'Age' article on the fork-ferns intimated that there had been a collect— 
ion in South Gippsland in 1939. I asked him to give details of this 
but he states, on checking Herbarium records, that this collection was 
of T. parva, the Small Fork-fern. Therefore the only other occurrence 
ever reported this side of Mt. Drummer was a single record for the Dan- 
denong Ranges in 1853. ‘It has not lect Pout there since, evidently. 


There are half a dozen tree~ferns supporting small patches of 
this rare little plant in | the new Morwell National Park. 


Elien Lyndon. 
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‘Australian Plants listed for the Following Reserves:~ 


A.P.M. Reserve, (1); Traralgon South Reserve 3 Clark's Road Reserve 
Tyers Plant Sanctuary (4)3 and Tyers Hill Plant Sanctuar 


Adiantum acthiopicum.  maidenhair. Sea 
iicacia Brownii. _  . Brown's Wattle. “9 vA} 
- Juniperina. Juniper Wattle. * 
" " melanoxylon. §. Blackwood. Wefan asichigrge apts % * 
Ri mucronata . Variable Sal- boa ae * 
low Wattle. $ 
mollissima. Late Black ; * * 
a. ; Wattle. 
u! stricta. Hop Wattle. % 
at verniciflua. Vernish Wattle. * * 
Acianthus caudatus. Mayfly Orchid. * 
" exertus, ' Mosquito Orchid. *. % * * 
" reniformis. Gnat Orchid. eye a * 
Acrotriche prostrata. Trailing 
Ground Berry. . * ? 
" serrulata. Honeypots. uF x * 
_ Amperea xiphoclada. ' Brown Spurge. owes Be oa 
Amyena pendula. Drooping Mitle- 
4 toc. : ; x Jee x * * 
_Anguillaria dioica. Early Nancy. ny *% os 
Banksia marginata. Silver Banksia. * * * 
Billardicra scandens. Appleberry. * * * 
Bossiaca cinerca. Showy Bossiaca, * * 
" prostrata. Creeping Bos= 


siaca. ais * * * 
Brachyconme angusti-_ 
. folia. var 
heterophylla. Daisy. Ee x 


* 
* 


Brachycome cardio— 
carpe. Swamp Daisy. x 
tes decipicns. Ficld Daisy. Soe 
Bulbine bulbosa. ‘Bulbine Lily. * ‘ 
Brunonia australis. Blue Pincushion. * * * 
Burchardia umocllata. Milkmaids. * * * x x 
Cassia parviflora. Pale Grass—lily. * * * * 
\ vittatea. Blue Grass-lily. * 
Caladenia alba. White Caladenia. * * 
uu angustata. fusky i * 
a carnca. Pink Fingors. * * 
uy fobiiGifa)4 feasts a Fringed Spider 
Orchid. * x * * * 
Caleana major. Large Duck Or- 
chid. * * 


(Qonttd) 


Plant Lists (Cont'd). 


Calochilus Robertsonii. 
- Cassinica aculeata. 


I longifolia. 
Cassytha glabcolla. 


i pubescens. 


Casuarine stricta. 

it littoralis. 
Ceontauriun pulchellun. 
Chamacscilla corymbosa. 
Chiloglottis gunnii. 


H ialeppliiop eke 


. Clematis aristata. 

i _ glycinoides. 
Comesperma cricine. 

Mu volubilis. 

Coprosma quadrifida. 


Correa reflexa. 
Corybas dicmenicus. 


MPs sehal tsrartsy eibksicy 


Craspedia uniflora. 
Cymbonotus lawsonianus. 
Davicsia latifolia. 
Dichopogon strictus. 
Dienclla rovoluta. 


Dillwynia sericea. 

w glaberrima. 

ui hispida. 

w Cinerascens. . 
Diuris longifolia. 


tv masculata. 

" sulphurca. 
Dipodium punctatum. 
Drosera auriculata,. 


x peltata. 


u} Whittakeri. 
Epacris impressa. 
Erechthites arguta. 

iW quadridentata. 
Eriochilus cucullatus. 
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dl Seipeertc remains seme eee 


Brown Beard. x 
Common Cassinia. 

(Dogwood) | eee a x x 
Shiny Cassinia. See as x ce * 
Tangled Dodder- : 

laurels. - * * 
Downy Doddcr— 

laurel. * % 
Drooping Sheoke. — mpetat * 
Black Sheokc. % * 
Austral Centaury * * - % * * 
Blue Star. x x x 
Common Bird Or- oe 

Ratteh ys * %. ; a % 
autumn Bird Or- 
chid. * 35 

Glomatis. Se tel ad % 
Forest Clematis. < ~~ * 
py.remid Flower. * ‘s 
Love Crecper. ° * x MS Ss % 
Prickly Cur- 2 

rant Bush, EE os 
Correa. * % 
Purple Helmet ; 
Orchid. * x x x 
Stately Hel- he 
met Orchid. a ae Oe x * 
Billy Buttons. ae * 
Bear's Har. mw * % * 
Hop Bitter—pea. % cath SF 
Chocolate Lily. ae % x 
Spreading Flax- 

lily. ae Pees * * x 
Showy Parrot Pea * . * x 
Heathy  't " * ? * 

Red in " x 
Groy {is a x 
Waliflower 

Orchid. * * * % % 
Leopard Orchid. x * 

Niger , '! 3 % x %. 
Hyancinth " % x * 
Erriencllam Sun- 

dewe * * x x 
Sundew tith basal 

loaves. % aay 
scented Sundew. . x 
Common Heath. ° * x x > * % 
Rough Pirewced. * x % 
Cotton Firewecd. % * 
Parson's Bends. * * 


(Cont'd) 
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Eucalyptus bridgesiana. 
iM obliqua. 
Mt polyanthemos. 
i radiata. 


uw Viminalis. 
Exocarpus Gly 

4! stricta. 
G@hnia psittacorum. 


Ui radula. 
Glossodia major. . 
Glycine clandestine. 
Gnephalium involucratum. 

au luteo-2lbum. 
Gompholobium Huegelii. 
Goodenia Ovata. 

ty gcniculata. 
Gratiola peruviena. 
Hakea nodosa. 

Haloragis tetragyna. 
Hardenbergia violacea. 
Helichrysun 

i scorpioides 
ss semipap- 
posunm. 
Hibbertia aciculoaris. 


" lincaris. 


Hovea hetcrophylla. 
Hymenanthera dentata. 


Hypericum gramincum. 


Hypoxis’ gl2bella. 
i hygrometrica. 


u pusilla. 
Kennedya prostrata. 
Kunzea peduncularis. 

(syn. Leptospermun 

ericoides) 
Leptorrhynchus tenui- 
folius. 


Leptospermum mrysinoides. 
"! 


scoparium. 
Leucopogon virgatus. 


cssiformis. 


dendroideum. 
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Apple Gun. 
Messmate. 
Red Box. 
Nerrow-leaved 
Peppermint. 
Manna Gum. 
Cherry Ballart. 
Pale Baliart. 
Brickmaker's 
Sedge. 


saw Sedge. 


Waxlip Orchid. 


Common Cudweed. 
Jersey uw 
Pale Wedge-pea. 
Hop Goodenia. 
Bent Goodenia. 


* 


[wining @lycine. * 


Austral Brookline. 


Yellow Hakea. 
Rasypwort. 


Purple Coral Pea 
Tree lverlasting 


Curling " 


Clustered " 

Prickly Guinca-— 
Flower. 

Showy Guinca— 
Flower. 

Common Hovoa. 

Shrubby Violet 
Bush. 


small St. John's 


Wort. 

Yellow Star. 
Golden Weather-— 
@lass. 

Many Stax. 


Running Postman. 


Burgan. 


Wiry Buttons. 

Silky Tea-tree. 

Manuka » 

Common Beard— 
Heath. 


* 


KK KK 


* 
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Lomandra filiformis. 
ee longifolia. 
Lomatia ilicifolia. 
Lyperenthus nigricans. 
Lythrum hossopifolia. 


Melaleuca ecricifolia. 
it squarrosa. 


Muellerine cucalyptoides. 


Microseris scapigera. 
Microtis parviflora. 


Netize! oblong2. 


unifolia., 


_Pimelea glauca. 


U humilis. 
iE spathulata 


Pomederris aspera. 


Pittosporum undulatum. 
Platylobium formosum. 
Porenthera microphylla. 
Pterostylis alpina. 
ul : CUurta 
uN falcata. 
D ne fishii. 
ul longifolia. 
At nutans. 
i perviflora 
y pedunculata. 
u pusilla. 
Pultenaea daphnoides. 


4 gunnii. : 

{ juniperina. 
Ranunculus lappaccus. 

i rivularis. 
Ricinocarpus pinifolius. 
Rubus triphyllus. 
Senecio lautus. 


uy V2gusie 
Spiculaca huntiana. 
Stackhousia monogyna. 
Stellaria pungens. 
Stipa scabra. 
Stylidiumn groaminifolium. 


Stypandra cacspitosa. 


(11) 
ihe 
Wattle Veatrush. * 
Long W" 
Holly Lomata. * 
Red Beak. * 
Small Looscs—- 
trite. 


Swamp Paper—bark. 
scented '! u 
Common Mistletoe. 
Yame Be 
Slender Onion Or- 
chid. 
Scented Onion Or- 
chid. 
Common 
chid. 
smooth Riceflower. 
Dwarf. " " 
Slender |" " * 
Hazel Poma— 
derris. 
Sweet Pittosporun. 
Handsome Flat-pea. * 


Onion Or- 


* 


Small Poranthera. * 


Mountain Greenhood. 
Blunt Unis Ree 
Sickle uy 
Winter Ut 
Tall i x 
Nodding u 
Tiny " * 
Maroonhood 
Ruddyhood. 
Large-lcaf Bush 
Pea. 

Golden Bush Pea. * 
Prickly "! ui 
Common Buttercup. * 
River MI WY 
Wedding Bush. 
Wild Raspberry. 
Veriable Groundsel 

(Pirewoed) — * 
Forest Firewecd. 
Hlbow Orchid. | 


- 


Candles. * 

Prickly Starwort. * 

Opcargrass. 

Grass Trigger- 
Plant. * 


Tufted Lily. 


* 


* 
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x * 

* * 
x 
* 

x * 
x 

* * 

* 

x 

hee % 
* 

ix 

* 

x * 

* 
x 

x * 
* 

x x 

* % 
* 
* 
* 

* ta 
* 
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Tetratheca pilosa. Hairy Pinkeye. * x 


W ii 
(White varicty) * 
Petratheca ciliata. Pink-Bells. * 
Thelymitra carnea. Pink Sun Orchid. % 
iY ixioides. Spotted Sun Or— 
chid. * 
eae media. Tall Sun Orchid. % x 
i pauciflora. Slender Sun Or— 
chid. | * x x Kvdee ox 
Thysenotus patersonii. Twining Fringe- 
“ lily. py a, fc ts Sr 
Ue tuberosus. Common FPringe- 
Tricoryne clatior. * Yellow Autumn- 
; lily. x x * * 
Veronica gracilis. Slender Speedwell. * 
Villarsia exaltata. Yellow Marsh-Flow 
er. ’ * * 
Viola hederacea. Ivy-leaf Violet. * * * * * 
Wahlenbergia bicolor. Bluebell. % % x * 
" gracilenta. * x 
" quadrifida. '! % * 
Xanthorrhe a minor. Small Grass-tree. x * x 
(All of the plants listed appear to be included in Miss Jean @ 


Gelbraith's 'Wildflowers of YVictoria' and members will 
appreciate the value of this work, particularly in re- 
lation to the five areas mentioned). 


(Ed). 


LATROBE VALLEY FIELD WATURALISTS 


CLUB. Yallourn, 
VICTORIA. 


Office-Bexrers 1967 ~ 1968. 


President: Mr. H. Homann, 84 Hennessey St., Moe. 
Vice-Bresidents: Messrs. J. Peterson, F.B. Jones and G.T. Scanlan. 
Treasurer: Mr. #. Mcklroy, 35 Latrobe Street, Morwell. 
Excursion Secretary: Miss N. Rossiter, Railway Avenuc, Yallourn. 
Publicity 9fficers: Mrs. Bon Thompson, Traralson South. 

Hon. Mditor:; Mr. Gt. Scanlan, L.V.C. Hospital, Yallourn. 


Hon. Secretary: lr. Se Belgraver, 179. Lloyd Street, Moc. 


Genoral Mectings. 
Are held at the Yellourn state School on the 4th. Friday of cach month, 
commencing at 7.30 pem. i programme of procecdings may be obtained 
from the Secretary. ; 


Excursions: 


These arc in the nature of field days under competent leaders and a 
held, usually, on the Saturday followiss the general meeting. 
Visitors are welcome to both meetings and excursions. 


t 


Subscoripyions, 


Membership subscriptions beome due in Merch of cach year. The amount 
includes the cost of this publication, which is issued cach 


month. Subscriptions are as follows: 
For adults: SCO 
For families: 1.50 
10 


Juniors: ‘ 


The 'Letrobe Valley Naturalist! is the official publication of the Club. 
It can be issued only to financial members of the Club with some few cx 
ceptions under postal Regulations, 


The responsibility for mattor printed in the ‘Neturclist! is generally 
With the contributors. Every reasonable efforts are made to ensure the 
accuracy of the matter printed herein, 


Contributions are invited fron menbers, and others, on any aspect of 
Natural history which could be ents ebnse! of interest to the members 
of ae Club. They should be addressed to: 


G.0. Scanlan, 
c/o L.V.C. Hospital, - 
YAT,LOURN. fates ee pal Fy Biseisr ° 


we 
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Dear Fellow Field Naturalists, 


With this issue of 'The Latrobe Valley Naturalist! the monthly 
circulation is now about 120 copies, which includes 28 members of the War 
ragul Field Naturalists Club. 


The decision of the Warragul Glub to include its financial mem— 
bers as subscribers is most gratifying, and is an indication of the happy 
relations which exist between the two Glubs. This can result in a broad 
ening of the interests and knowledge of us all as naturalists and increase 
the effectiveness of our efforts to conserve, in-the face of development, 
the naturel features, and the flora and fauna of Gippsland. 


It is hoped that members of the Warragul Club, as well as mem 
bers of the L.V.F.N.C. will send in contributions to the 'Naturalist'. Any 
matters of a natural history nature will be acceptable. Contributions 
may be long or short - it is preferred that the subject matter relates to 
the Australian scene — and Simple drawings may sometimes help to illustrate 
an article. (Drawings need to be simple only because of the limitations 
of the Editor). - ; 


Facing the back page of this issue are the particulars of the 
Warragul Field Naturalists Club. Members of the L.V.F.N.C. will note 
that the meeting of the 15th. September will take the form of a talk on 
Birds by Mr. Roy Wheeler, the extremely knowledgeable and interesting 
Secretary of the Bird Observers! Club of Victoria. This will be at the 
Albert Street, Warragul State School, and will commence at 8 p.m. It is 
expected that some members from this Club will be attending Warragul. 


May the two Clubs enjoy a long, happy and profitable period of 
co-operation } ; 


General Meeting (L.V.P.N.C.) Friday September 22nd. The speak- 


er at the September meeting is to be Mr. F.J.C. Rogers, President of the 
Victorian branch of the Society for Growing Australian Plants. His sub— 
ject will be ‘Acacias! — appropz’tely for this time of the year. Time 
of starting the meeting is 7.30 p.m, at the Yallourn State School. 


Excursion on Saturday 23rd. September 1967: The object is to 
view the acacias along the Blackwarry Scenic Road and probably along the 
Grand Ridge Road, under the leadership of Mr. Rogers. 


Members are asked to meet alongside the Traralgon High &Echool 
at 9.30 am. Any information regarding the excursion may be obtained 
from Mrs. Le Padfield at 42 Strzeleckie Road, Yallourn. 


Keeping in touch on excursions; A request has been made to re- 


mind members of the need to keep in contact during excursions, It has 
been suggested that if each car keeps the following car in sight in the 
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rear-vision mirror there should be little possibility of losimg.touch 
and, where a member or member wishes to stop to view plants etc., a 
Simple signal to the car ahead would enable this to be done. During 
a memorable excursion in the Boola Boola Forest area a few years ago 
some lagzard members of the excursion were temporarily lost - to the 
extent that they never caught up with the main party. 


Additional Excursion Sunday 15th. October; An excursion 
has been arranged on this day for the purpose of visiting the Wildflower 
Reserves and other areas at and beyond Labertouche, along the Gentle An- 
Nie Road. Place of meeting will be the Labertouche turnoff on the north 
side of the Prince's Highway at about seven miles west of Drouine— 1.30pm 


There is a botanical feast in store for those who are ablo ff 
to attend — boronias, grevilleas, grass-trees, ferns of many kinds — 
tall. trees cto... It is not intended to travel a long way on this day, 
as there will be so much of interest to see in and about the reserves. 


It is hoped that a member of the. Warragul ela will be able 
to lead the excursion. 


Executive Meeting Monday 4th. September: Few mombers of 
the Executive wore availablo for this tieeting - ~ Miss Jcan Galbraith and 
Miss Nancy Rossiter have been doing botanical ficld work in Queensland and 
the Warrambungles., and lir. & Mrs. Peterson and family were to meet them 
at the latter area in N.S.W.3 Mr. Frank Jones was not ablo to attond, 
and Mr. MeHlroy unfortunately waited elsewhere. However, the return of 
our nomadic President, Mr. rn Homann, from warmer climes, enabled some 
of the more urgent matters to be deceit with. Some of these were3— 


Cbeeicters) ae tural Hictory: It is understood that there 
were 28 replies ee members “indicating an interest in the proposed t 
classes in natural history. However, as some would be:able to attend 

only on specific aes S not suitable to the tutors or some other of the 
members, it is thought necessary to invite non-members to take part. An 
advertisement is to be inserted in the 'Latrobe Valley Express! and, if 
“there is a sufficient response within a reasonable time, arrangements can 
then be made for the classes to commence in 1968. I+ is now tco late for 
these to commence during this yoar. j 


Programme for 1968: This was discussed during the Execu- 
tive Meeting and the President, Mrs. Padficld and the Editor mot again on. 
the following Wednesday night for the purpose of finalizing a tentative 
programme. [t-is now necessary to contact prospective spoakers for 
meetings and leaders of excursions, which is proceeding. It is hoped to 


publish the programme in November. 


January 1968 Mecting: The January Meeting will be held on 
Friday 19th. January , ‘carlier than the usual mecting night because the 
Club is to have @ ‘camp-out' during the week-end of 27th/28th/29th. Jan- 
vary at Wulgulmerang - on tho property of Mr. Keith Rogers — and it is 


- —— — nl 
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expected that some members may wish to start on the way on the Friday. 
This is to be a membor participation night (on the 19th. January) and 
will take the place of slides submitted by DSHS, with a maximum of 
five and a bricf ceseription of the subject. mater of the slide. They 
may be in black and white or colour. (it is known that some members have 
slides takon in black and white). The subject matver is required to be 
of some aspect of natural history and the various descriptions will be 
incorporated in @ commentary which will be taped for convenience. The 
co-operation cf members will be appreciated in this project. 


Car Stickors: The scason for travelling is approaching 
and it is suggested that membors ensure that their vehicles = bicycles, 


“cars etc. — carry the Ficld Naturalist Car Sticker. It is for the pur- 


pose of indentifyng kindred sovls, and the distribution has been over a 
surprising large arca of Australia. Tho Secretary has supplics } 


Next Moeting of the Executive Committees This will be 
held at the home of Mr. Mrs. O. ~ ‘Thompson, Traralgon “South, on the night 


of Monday 2nd. October, at 7.30. 


CORMANDALE RESERV: Note from Mrs. Bon Thompson. 
Last year the @]ub hed « Sunday cxcursion to the Gornean- 

dale areca during October. There. was a triangular piece of land, less 
than an acre in oxtent between threc roads at about one mile north of 
Gormandale where grow the fan flower (Scaevola ramosissima), the wedge- 

(Gompholobiun latifolium) and the golden Grevillea (Grevillea.chrys- 
ophaca). Miss Jean Galbraith wrote to the Roscdale Shire Council 
requesting that the arca be resorved, to which the Council agreed and 
said also that it would be fe snced, & census of the plants in the arca 
was asked for by the Council and eee eared incomplete list was made 
in July and forwerded to the Council with a promise of a complete consus 
to be taken in the Spring when possibly more plants will be added. 


Mz. Peterson Bee that the fence is already erected, 
and we must thank the Rosedale Shire Council for their very prompt ac-— 
tion. ; 


-B. Thompson- 


The 'Yallourn, Victoria! at the head of Page 1 of this 
issue only indicates the place where the 'Neturalist' is prepared and 
where, for convenience, the Club at present holds its mectings. Mem- 
bers come from as far aay as Leongatha to attend meetings and excursions, 
and tho farthest away member is Mr. Keith peo of Wulgulmerang, grazier 
and naturalist who is known to many by his association with Mr. Norman 
Wakefield and for his 're-finding! of the Poi Wallaby, which it was 
thought then (1952 ?) was extinct. 


(Gs) 
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NEW BOOKS: by the Editor. 
'Naturalist's Diary! by Norman Wakefield. (Longman! s) 
detureriseu's Diary! by Norman wWekefield bongmant S 


This is a book for the naturalist's bookshelf, especially 
those of us who live in Gippsland, because it was at Orbost that Mr. 
Wakefield spent his boyhood, and in castern Gippsland that he spent 
some yoars teaching, and of which he writes so much. 


The book consists of modified articles which appeared in 
the Melbourne 'Aget ynder the heading of 'Naturalists Diary'. These 
articles still appear cach Monday , and. I know of several people who 
do not read the Age normally, but buy it cach Monday merely to read 
this vastly intcresting and informative column. § 


Mr. Norman Wakeficld could probably be calied a naturalist 
made in the mould of the late Crosbie Morrisson - knowledgeable, under- 
Standing, dedicated, and able to encourage enthusiasm for nature in 
others. In the preface to 'Naeturalist's Diary! he sibvisi SoG I imabishy 
that the book, and whatever successors thero may be to it, will serve 
two important functions. The first should be to increase the readers! 
knowledge and understanding of the living world about him and thereby 
add to his pleasure in the natural environment. secondly I should like 
to think that many will follow the trails that are described in these 
pages and thus have the opportunity to appreciate at first hand the 
fauna, flora and physical features of Australia's south-castern corner, 
for, in attractiveness and interest, this region is second to no part 
of the continent". 


'Geology of the Melbourne District, Victoria!. This is a 
publivgation, Bulletin No. 59, of the Victorian Geological Survey, of 
which Dr. DE. Thomas D.Sc. is tho present Director. { ( 


It is an account of the geology of the (greater) Melbourne 
area by various geologists of tho Victorian Mines Department, one of 
whom is Dr. J.A. Talent who provided an article entitled 'Sedimentary 
Petrology and Palaentology' (of the Melbourne areca). 


This is essentially for the goologist or interested studz. 
ent, although Dr. Thomas writes that several of the articlos have been 
written “so as to be readily understood by the interested layman... !! 


A very well finished publication and cheap at $2.50 plus 
22c. postage. Perhaps to be borrowed from the local Pubdlic Library. 


'Landform Studies from Australia and New Guinea! Edited by 
J.N. Jonnings and J.A. Mebbutt. This new work on aspects of the 
geomorphology of Australia carries a foreword by Professor B.S. Hills, 
author, among other works of '4 Physiography of Victoria! and 'Struct- 
ural Gcology'. He writes "... We in Australia are still at the stage 
of recognizing the various clements of thu landscape and describing 
them. We stll lack sufficient precision in the cartographic represonta— | 
_ tion of the land surface to add Significantly to concepts of quantitative 
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geomorphology, but on the other hand we are contributing notably to the 
body of organised knowledge of cloments of landscape and their origin". 


'Lendform Studies' consists of essays by 17 specialists 
in their ficlds, end provides hitherto unavailable information on the 
landscape of a number of regions throughout the continent and in New 
Guinea. It is, in fact, a fascinating story for the student. 


There is a2 copy (when I have returned it) in the yallourn 
Public Library. 


REPORT ON EXCURSION TO SPONEY CREEK, COWARR, on 26/8/67. 


: by Miss Betty Kompé 


: A dull foggy morning began our excursion to Stoney Creek, 
Cowarr, but by the time we had forgathered at Toongabbie, the sun was 
tompering the cool breeze, It patyed hide and seck with us through- 
out the day, and finally gave up the ghost as we left for home. 


This was to be a 'bird-watching' excursion, under the lcad- 
ership of Mr. Frank Jones and, as we wended our way via the 'back! way 
(the Cowarr Weir crossing being closed to traffic), our first intercst= 
ing glimpse of bird life was a flock of Straw-necked Ibis feeding in a 
green paddock. close to the road. Disturbed by our convoy, they- rose ag 
one in an exploding black and white pattern. 


Further on, we passed a beautiful specimen of Early Black 
Wattle (Acacia decurrens) from N.S.W., its magnificent golden blossoms 


standing out against the dull foliage of the surrounding trees. There 


Was no time to stop to capture its glory on films, and failing light 
prevented this on the homeward trip. 


Arrived at Stoney Creek where our leader had his camp by 
the bridge, we had a quick 'cuppa', watching the many tiny Blue Wrens, 
male and female, raiding the broken up termites! nest which Mir. Jones 
had produced for their (and our) benefit. High overhead, a Yollow- 


" Winged Honeyeater sped from branch to branch of # tall dead tree, pre-— 


sumably not in search of honey. Here we @lso spied a Brown Thornbill 
and Hastern Shrike Tit. : 


: Crossing the bridge, we followed a path up the hill through 
bushes of budding Hop Wattle (A. stricta), and under a canopy of Red Box 
E. polyanthemos), Red Ironbark (HE. sideroxylon) and Yellow Stringybark 
ie muclleriana), eyes strained for a sight of our feathered friends, and 
cars pricked for their calls. There was the musical chatter of a Flame 

Robin; tho lovely call of the Australian Thrush and the full-throated 
voice of the Picd Currawong. From the gully came the crack of a Yhip- 
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bial, ee ‘Tallevaz Crows added a harsh sour note across the creck. Also 
seen were the Spottcd Pardclote (Spotted Diamond Bird), the Striated 
Pardelote, Eastern Spincbill and a female Golden Whistler. Here an ob= 
server glecfully reported a tree-top battle between two male Golden 
Whistlers with feathers flying. Was this territorial or domestic troub- 
Lee 


At the top of the hill we came across two Imperial White 
Butterfly chrysalises hung in a fine misty net between leaf stems - shiny 
black with spiny backs and a horn in front - frightening creatures that 
obvicusly required no more protection than their appearance. 


Through the bush and down the roadway above the creek Leads 
ing back to the bridge, we spied many little bushes of yellow daisies 
with bright green cosmos-like foliage (Senecio ?), and tall-stemmed Nodding 
Biue Lily (Stypandra glauca) with its pretty blue six-petalled yollow-stam- 
ened flowers. There must be something of the Bower Bird about us, the 
“way that blue attracts us in the bush - the blue-green of the young Blue- 
’ Gums, the brilliant purple flowers of the Hardenbergia trailing amongst 
the green bushes, and the lovely glimpse of blue sky looking up through 
dark green foliage or golden wattle, or reflected in still, clcoar water, 


Back to our camping ground for lunch under a Blackwood, 
noting nearby dried specimens of the Thorn Apple (Datura stromonia), nat- 
uralised in Victoria since the 1880's, and the fluffy green 'carrot top! 
foliage of the Hemlock (Conium maculata), sometimes called Carrot Fern. 


Refreshed, then followed a rugged hike up the creek bed 
where it enters the hills and runs between steep banks. At times the 
water ran fast between great boulders, or spread out in a shallow shim 
mering sheet over stretches of smooth colourful pebbles. Here was a 
delight of fiora, some in flower, some in bud, and others yet to blossom. 
Green mosses on the rocks, and on the banks with pink-belled Heath grow- 
ing from them, Maiden Hair everywhere, and Rock Fern (Cheilanthes tenui- 
folie), and the Wild Violet (Viola hederacea). Here and there the gold— 
en catkins of the bushy Sallow Wattle (A. mucronata) filled the dry reach- 
es of the creek bed with colour. 


As we scrambled over rocks and along the stecp banks, we 
had little opportunity to watch for birds (if any had dared to remain), 
but we did sight the small grassy nest of a Red—browed Finch and made the 
great discovery of a Lyrebird'snest high up in a bank overhang. It ap- 
peared to be an old one but turned out to be occupicd. Unfortunately 
the hen bird was disturbed and fled the nest with a loud protest. It is 
hoped that she later returned to protect her egg. 


Our preoccupation with finding foot and hand hold brought 
us into close contact with many varicties of plants, one of the most re- 
warding to the writer being the large (8 feet) and small bushes of the 
lovely longleaf Wax Flower (Eriostemonmyoporoides) with its five white 
to pink potals, orange stamens and dark green aromatic leaves. Other 
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strongly aromatic-lceaved shrubs were the Mint Bushes - Balm (Prostran~ 
thera melissifolia) and Rough (P. denticulata) not yet in flower. In 
this area also were Turnip “ood (Repaneca howittiana), the Tree Violct 
(Hymenanthera dentata) in fowor, and Hazel Pomadorris (P. aspera) with 
its wrinkled felt-like leaves. The graccful Bootlace Bush (Pimelea axi- 
flora), already in bud, caught at our fect as we struggled on. Finally, 
reaching our turning back point - a deep pool with large rocks — the 

' Survivors were delighted to discover Orchids — the Nodding Greenhood (P. 
nutans) and the Meroon-hood (Pterostylis pedunculata). Woarily we wended 
our way back, with many wet feet and at least one wet tail. 


Although winter was not officially over, the bush was col- 
ourful with blossoms of the Hop and Sallow Wattles already mentioned, the 
Golden Watfle (A. pycnanthe), White Correa (C. reflexa), the bright yel- 
low Showy Guinea Flower (Hibbertia lincaris and the Common Appleberry 
(Billardicra scandens), Already in bud were the Sweet Bursaria or Kurwan 
(B. spinosa), a Tea-tree with small indented leaves (Leptospermum obova- 
tum ?), and the low growing White Marianth (lierianthus procumbens), the 
Dwarf Riceflower (Pimelea humilis), and Peach Heath (Lissanthe strigosa). 
Hakea dactyloides, also in bud, carricd many large grey-brown scecd cases 
shaped like stomachs 3 


Other plants identified but not in flower were the Lergo- 
leaf Bush Pea (Pultenea daphnoides), Snow Deisy Bush (Olearia lirata), 
Golden Tip (Goodia latifolia), Narrow-leaf Bitter Pen, Wattle Mat—rush 
(Lomandra filiformis), Lomatioa (L. longifolia), Grey Everlasting (Heli~ 
chrysum obcordatum), Nodding Saltbush (Rhegodia nutons), Austral Mul- 
"berry or Orangewood (Hedycarya augustifolia), the Kangaroc Apple (Solan- 
um aviculare) and tho Prickly Starwort (Stollari2 pungens). 


_ It had not been a very goud 'bird' day, duc partly to the 
numbers (30), and partly to a gap in the flowering of the cucalypts 
which would have attracted more birds, but we were very pleased with our 
discoveries and felt that the area had provided @ varicty of interests 
site war aibat Mr. Jones himsclf had identified 74 varicties of birds in the 
locality, but then he has a way with them. After thenking him for a 
happy day, we moved off smartly homoward into the threatening rain, — 


nerhcstr aie] B ° Kemp lament 


Australian Conservation Foundation: The Australian Con 
servation Foundation of which the L.V.F.N.C. is a member body has issued 
its Annual Report for 1966/1967. The report refers to the appointment of 
Dr. D.F. McMichael, at present Deputy—Director of the Australian Muscum 
in Sydney, who will take up his duties in October as full-time Director 
of the Foundation. His work as Director should give impetus to the ac- 
tivities of the Foundation, which has already achieved a great deat in 
the matter of organisation in all of the Australian States. I+ has pub- 
lished its first Newsletter and Viewpoint Series No. 1., on tho conscr— 
vation of Kangaroos is the first of a practical sories on conservation. 
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Among projects already assisted by the A.C.F. are grants 
towards the preparation of pocket guides to identification of Austra-— 
lian birds in the ficld by two teams of workers, Graham Pizzcoy and Rob- 
in Hiil, and Eric Lindgren and Peter Slater. 


rant has also been made towards the cost of a Nature 
Conservation ig Victoria being undertaken by irs. Judy Frankcnbeorg, 
M.Sc., @ former post-graduate student in ccology in the Melbourne Uni- 
versity Botany School under the supervision of Professor J.S. Turner. 


The Counckil of the Foundation is also interested in the 
problem of conservation of Cape Barren Geese in Bass Strait; the crea- 
tion of a Macropod (the Kangaroo~jlallaby family) Reserve in New South 
Wales; the preservation of the remnant of the naturel forest on Nor- 
folk Island and the conservation of the lowland tropics of Queensland. ( 


omer: Ra some 
"TOO LITTLE OF EVRYTHING EXCEPT PEOPLE". From 'Wildlife Ser- 


vice! March-June Issue 6 Published by The Fauna Pancl of N.S.W. 
The Lands Department of N.S.W. : 


"The quality of human civilization depends upon the avail- 
ability of resources for physical, mental and aesthetic wellbeing. The 
problem of conservation is to ensure 2 continuance of the supply. This 
obviously becomes a matter of equating population with resource supply. 
Part of the problem is to study the more efficient utilization of res- 
ources, many of which are of finite quantity. 


Good sense dictates that conservationist thinking should 
also actively engage the population side of the probleme! { 


AND: " Man's habitat is finite, and cannot support infin- 
ite numbers any more than 2 marsh can support infinite numbers of wild- 
fowl or 2 range can support infinite numbers of deer. 


Population control would not ensure attainment of conser- 
vation objectives, but it would make them attainable. There would be 
“no hope of attaining our goals in 2 world with too little of every thing 
except people." 


The main theme of the above issue of 'Wildlife Service! 
is the contribution of National Perks to conservation, and extensive 
references are made to the Warrumbungle National Park, in the Warrun- 
bungle Range in New South Weles. 


comet Bd ase 
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THE CROW: (Or is ita Raven 2?) from 'Wildlife 
Service! Vol. 3 No. 5. Fauna Protection Panel, N.S.W: 


Studies on the ecology of the Grow or Raven (Corvus cor— 
onoides) continued at three very different locations, all in New South 
Wales:- Lake George, Hay, and the Kosciusko State Park. Over 400 
nests were found and followed through each year; productivity varied 
from year to year depending on the season, and from 1.5 to 2.0 young 
fledged per pair. 


Ravens have been trapped and banded at exch of these. 
places and at several others, where members of the Australian Bird- 
banding Schome have co-operated most helpfully. More than 6,600 
ravens have now been banded and the past year produced two band re— 
turns from distances twice as great as any recorded previously — 320 
and 260 miles. These records illustrate the reven's capacity as a 
traveller, especially since the second distance W4aS covered by a 
bird only four months out of the nest. In general the movements of 
ravens tend to be random in direction; however recent returns of 
bands suggest there may be a regular seasonel movement (summer) from 
the dry, hot, inland plain to the pettcr-watored arcas near the coast. 


Regular observetions continue on the intoraction of rave 
ens and lambing flocks, both on the Southern Tablelands and the in- 
land plain of N.S.W.. Neither these observations, nor special vis- 
its to situations where ravens heve been blamed for high lamb mortal- 


ity, have shown the raven to be 2 significant predator of healthy 


lambs. 


* 


The examination of the contents of the stomachs of 500 
ravens has indicated that the diet covers a wide range but consists 
predominantly of insects. 


Transect counts made at resular intervals through two 
main study areas show large fluctuations in the numbers of ravens 
present at different seasons of the year and emphasise the nomadic 
nature of the species. 


' $0, don't shoot that Raven (or Crow) (Ed). 


ne ee enw 


(Filched from the September 'Clubman' ) 
Ct LL RR ee 
As Hditor I always try to be patient with any member 


who disagrees with me. After a1l,:he is entitled to his own rid— . 
iculous opinion } 


.G.T. Scanlan, 
HON. EDITOR, 


President: 


Vice-Presi- 


dents: 
Secretary: 
Treasurer: 


Committees 


MEETINGS z 


EXCURSIONS: 


WARRAGUL FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 
Office-Bearers 1967 — 1968. TT i 


ir. Jack Brooks, Box 120, WARRAGUL. 


Mr. Geoff. Foster, 31 Edinburgh Street, WARRAGUL. 

Mr. Don Steele, Hdinburgh Street, WARRAGUL. 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


YALLOURN. VICTORIA. 


Dear Fellow Field Naturalists, 


General Meeting (L.V.F.N.C.) Friday 27th. October: The 
inclusion of the letters L.V.F.N.C. in brackets is to avoid confusion 
in the minds of our Warragul #.F.N.C.-..associates..... 


The speaker at the Yallourn meeting will be Dr. &.H. Sinith, 
Director of the National Parks Authority of Victoria, and his subject 
will be, appropriately: 'Some aspects of National Parks!'. Dr. Smith 
is a most interesting speaker, and has travelled widely in the interests 


of the work of his Authority. We continue to wonder at the generosity 


of experts like him who, despite many calis upon his time, and their 
time, willingly agree to travel to Yallourn for the purpose of spreading 
the 'message!. © 


Excursion Saturday 28th. October: This is to follow the 


. talk by Dr. Smith on National Parks. Members are asked to meet at Park 


er's Corner by 10 aem., when the party will move off along the Thomson 
Valley Road north to the point of crossing the road by South Cascade 


.Creek. There should be much of botanical interest, with the sound and 
‘sight of birds, and perhaps some of the party might be able to envisage 


the area as part of a future National Park. It has tremendous possibil- 
ities in this direction. : 


South Cascade Creek, as members will know, is a tributary of 
the Thomson River, flowing into the river at a point about 11 ‘crow! miles 
north of the junction of the Thomson and eas. Rivers. 


Camp-out at feat Promontory - week end Saturday and Sun- 
day Ath. and 5th. respectively of November. It is regretted that it has 
not been possible for the excursion Secretary to arrange for the cabin 
accommodation which it wes hoped would be available, principally because 
of the increasing demand for longer periods than a week end. However, 
members with camping facilities are invited to still make the journey, and 
enjoy the Promontory - its flora and fauna and the magnificent natural 
features of land and sca. Many members have alrea dy indicated thoir in 
tention to be there. 


Tree planting: and tho Hazolwood Arboretum: A comparatively 
few mombers attended at the Arboretum on Saturday the 30th. Soptomber 


for.a tree planting which was quite successful. This was undoubtedly 
due to the enthusiasm of the members prescnt, the leadership of Mr. Bob 
Auchterlonie, and the excellent weather. There were many blooms to be 


seen on carlier plantings, and visitors will still sce much that is worth 


the looking. To add to the pleasure of the day wore the Larks, rising 
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from the ground to the sky above the Arboretum and giving forth, in 
the words of Leach "... a flood of melody." 


sca G.T. Scanlan —=- 
Hon, “Bditor. 


A FIELD DAY IN JULY: by Jack & Nancy Brooks, of Warragul. 


On July 2nd. the Warragul Field Naturalists Club members met 
at Crossover for an excursion led by Dick Briggs to tho dismantled rail- 
way line between Crossover (once famous for its gold rush), and Rokeby on | 
the main line between Warregul and Noojee - in fact it runs through an i 
isolated area of Resorved Forest approximately 2 miles long and from a 
quarter to one mile wide. 


Without going off the weil paved track, Several varicties 

of acacias, eucalypts and tea—treo were noted as well as gome hill banksiay 
silky hakea, sedges and dodder, to mention only a few. We were intoresto 
to find bushes of Prickly Gecbung (Persoonia juniporina) as wo are not vorf 
familiar with it in the Warragul area. At the other end of the scale wo 
found numerous mosses, lichens and fungi. The scrambling coral fern is 
growing in profusion down the steep slopes of the cutting at the Crossover 
bridge and patches of pouched coral fern are growing nearby. 


Mrs. Algie identified especially the grey fantail, white- 
throated tree creeper, yellow robin, and the brown thornbill, as well as 
the lyrebird, teasing us with its perfect mimicry of other bush birds. 


Amongst the twelve species of forns noted was one similar 
to the necklace fern, growing along the bank. It aroused our Curiosity, 
but we could not find the tail which is peculiar to the necklace fern, éf 
and it grew ina neat bunch, not. straggling. When we consulted 'Vic- : 

_torian Ferns! (N.A. Wakefield) it appeared that it must be the common 
spleenwort (Asplenium trichomancs) which is seldom seen in Australia, 
but later examination showed it to be Screw Fern (Lindsaya linearis), 
which has barren fronds much broader than the fertile frond. shown in 
the Fern book. The fronds of Scrow Fern are fan-shaped with veins 
spreading from the base; those of the Splecnwort arc more oval, with 
pinnate veins. This may help other naturalists, particularly if thoy 
are puzzled as we wore. j 


Our sympathetic Forestry Officer assures us that every care « 


will be taken to preserve the precious plant in the fascinating nature 
trail. 


aS Jack and Nancy Brooks --- 
aE NN CY _DLOOKS 
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PREVIEW OF THE PROMONTORY : Bu Mrs. He Lyndon. 


September has not been a very pleasant month for camp— 
ers in Gippsland this year, but in the third week we decided to risk 


the weather and spend a few days et Tidal River. Tt is a sheltered 


spot and we enjoyed it. 

The heathlands, especially where the slasher has removed 
the coarser upper cover, are brightening with patches of color. Golden 
Guineas, Tetratheca or Pinkeye, Correa, Heath and Beard—heath and the 
dainty little Love Creeper are making small splashes of blue and gold 


-and magenta. On the big dune that runs through the camping area there 


are drifts of Claadenias - Pink Fairies and Blue ones. The Hare Or— 
chid and Waxlips and the leaves of many more to come. Lyperanthus 
leaves are often observed in colonies but seldom in flower. This 
year we found several stems of the lovely Redbeaks blooing on the 
dunes that encircle the tip. In the same area, rising above the rest, 
were two great spikes of a Leek Orchid close packed with perfect lit— 
tle blooms, each with frilled. tongue and united upper sepals. Some 
serious consultation with my several authorities leads me to believe 
that these were the Tall Leck Orchid, Prasophyllum clatum. In wet mos— 
sy places among rocks were a couple of the smaller Greenhood species, 
dwarf Pterstylis nana and the Ruddy Hood, P. pusilla. The cheerful 
Wallflower Diusis, D. Mohaeaiol Neh was Ao uncommon. apes 


The Wallabies were there, very self-possossed folk, quite 
used to humans invading their privacy. Many of the does carried full 
pouches from which an extra tail or some other portion of a jooy's an- 
atomy dangled carclessly. Up on the track to Tidal Outlook wo met 
with a solvery-groy Wallaby quite different in coloration to the dark 
brown ones about the camp. It was on this track (it is one of tho 
most rowarding walks but don't be tempted to'do the round trip and come 
home by the hard hard road as wo did, it's not worth it !) that wo saw 
a Wombat feeding in the evening light. Being downwind of it in a stiff 
breeze we were able to work up quito close before a cracking stick be~ 
trayed us and sent Vombatus plunging away into the cover of the gully. 
It never evon looked round to scc who or what was sneaking up. 


I had an cxperience with another one while my husband was 
back in camp watching the birds. I was having trouble with dense bank— 
sia and sheoak thickets and was forced to crawl along a game trail. There 
was a whitish patch kept bobbing along in front of me and when I omerged 
into the light I saw it was the well-worn rear end of a Wombat that 
climbed stcadily up through the rocks ahead. Every movement of the an- 
imal registcred disgust. I could imagine him thinking : " a fellow 
can't lie down for a snooze these days without some tourist creeping up 
on him §" 


(Cont'd over... 
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The birds of Tidal River are always a delight and as 

S0on as camp is sect up all sorts of cnquiring visitors arrive, Our 
poultry yard boasted a flock of Silvereyes, another of Roed-browod 
Finches, a covey of Scrub-wrens not averse to hopping inside under 

the tablo; Blue Wrens, Yollow Robin, an Olive Whistler, several Yol- 
low-faced Honcycaters, & Kookaburra and a Thrush. The tcatree was 
full of noisy Yellow-winged Honeoycaters busy about their own affairs. 
All of the others mentioned vicd with cach other tor crumbs or waitod 
their turn at the syrup jars. Crimson Roscllas were there in force. 
I counted thirty six at one time, brilliant in varying degrocsof plum 
age, grazing on the village green in company with a horde of Silver 
Gulls. One is apt to forget just what 2 handsome bird is the Common 
Gull in its snowy feathers suffused with soft grey on the upper parts, 
that contrast so well with scarlet bill and legs and cye ring. The 
two species feeding in company are a2 splendid sight. But woe betide 
any hepless human thet crosses the green cating an icccream or carry— 
-ing other catables,. He is set upon at once by the parrot pirates and 
his person soon covered with clinging birds fighting for a foothold. 


My husband now takes up the story of the birds: "I found 
it of great interest to compare the behaviour of the various flocks that 
we sawe The Gulls would stand alert, wary and watchful, ready to dart 
in and snatch any crumb that foll outside what they considered a safo 
distance. ll the Gulis in the arca arrived immediately there was any 
_ tucker going. 


The Parrots are extremely confident and will walk all 
over their host to get at the food. They have 2 dofinite peck order, 
one bird after another being bullied out of the way until the chiof 
bully is left in possession, making aggressive little runs at any bird 
attempting to share with him. The smallor birds stand aside. The 
Parrots did yield to the Jackass although they stbod in no great fear ~ 
of him. There were occasions when 2 piqued Parrot pecked Jack on the 
back of the head or snatched a morsel from his beak. 


Individual Parrots vary greatly in their respect for 
human dignity. Some exhibit great gentleness with their host's per— 
son while others m@y. roughly pull aside his fingers to get at the bis- 
cuit, at times giving quite a sharp nip in the process. 


The Silvereyes would arrive in a Cloud and any finds they 
made were community property. They a-e an amiable mob, gently twitter 
ing all the time and there always seems to be room for one more at their 
table. hey go as quickly 2s they come. The Scrub-wrens were always 
Scurrying around ready to feed at your feet if necessary. Any crumb 
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bonanza: was worked over until it was finished. . Blue Wrens, on the 
other hand, work rapidly around @ much greater area, and even if they 
come on a patch of crumbs sufficient to last the day they soon move 
on. ‘Neither they or the 'Scrubbies! seem particularly interested in 
their neighbours! finds, each one concentrating on his own foraging. 
The Yellow-faced Honeyeaters' greed for sweets so overcame his natural 
caution that he would flutter in your face and couldssometimes be 
touched. 


The 'loners! were the Thrush, the Olive Whistler and 
the Yellow Robin. The Thrush would flit round the outskirts of our 
camp and make a thorough reconnaissance before the bricf visit to 
snatch a titbit and away. The Whistler would come along with a flur- 
ry of wings and greedily gobble anything on the ground and then be off. 
The Robin would arrive and perch on a twig, have a long look around, 
then fly to the chosen morsel, consider it, take it and then depart." 


cota He & DoWe Lyndon.-— 


MORE OF STONY CREEK, COWARR: by Miss Be Kemp. 


Our recent excursion to Stony Creek, Cowarr, brought 
back memories of a pleasant Sunday spent in the area early this year. 
We had gone in over the Cowarr Weir, crossed the Stony Creek Bridge 
and turned left through the bush, bumping down onto the dry creek bed 
about a quarter of a mile from the bridge. Mr. Frank Jones was camped 
here for a weekend bird-banding and had mist nets on the banks above a 
water hole frequented by quite a number of birds and 'water dragons’. 
It was my first experience of mist netting and I was amazed how deft 
and gentle he was in handling the tiny birds. : 


The creck was quite dry in spots, the water disappear— 
ing into the sands, emerging to form water holes or to run over stony 
reaches and through vegetation. What fascinated me was the variety 
of rock - stones and their colours in the creek bed. Presumably, 
many were washed down from higher up the stream to account for this 
diffusion. 


At this point also, a tributary joins the creek, narrow 
er and more rugged in its rock-filled bed which had a noticeable slope 
toward the main stream. It was quite dry and had less rounded, smooth 
and water-worn pebbles, but the colcurs seemed stronger in the basic 
rocks. The slate appeared blucr, possibly because there was more yel- 
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low and red about 2s well, As the junction of the two streams occurs 
through a hill (not between them) one assumes the land arose at a lat- 
er stage. 4 


While we were there a number of people came in cars to 
collect stones for their gardens etc... Anyone with skill and patience 
could create most artistic effects in stonework in their homes, inside 
and out. Not that I recommend the denudation of a creek bed for the 
purpose. ; 


Here the creck is entering hills again, so its banks are 
fairly high. I don't think of it as a creek at all - to me it has 
more the maturity of a river with 2 number of its rugged features such 
as high cliffs, giant boulders and trecs growing in its bed. Obvious- 
ly a groat deal of water does not come down it now, so possibly the 
many stones and worn pebbles.are the accumulation of a long period as 
the stream wore its way down through the different strata of réck. 


r: Someone better versed in natural history no doubt would 
have an interssting tale to tell of the life of this stream, of the | 
phases it went through in its development, its ecology, the types of 
rock it traversed as it deepened its course to produce the wealth of — | 
colour and shepe that now litters its bed at this spot. 


.. am. Betty Kemp -- 


New Books Réad and Recommended; by the Editor. 
StL OARS AS ea Sates DSS ees eles ict 


‘Australian Wildflower Magic'by Nuri Mass (Bridge print- 
ery). Published Bunco 1967, and which is: "Dedicated also to Austral— 
ia's wildflowers, which so richly deserve our protection —- and our love." 


Intended primarily for young people, it is a valuable work © 
for all of us who wish to loarn more of our native plants. It is a vory 
well produced book, the drawings are excellent, and tho text ontortain- 
ing as well as informative. 


. ia 3 
‘Nature Walkabout! by Vincent S=Y888%) puplishea 1967. 


Yet another by this prolific author of the things of nat- ~ 
ure. The 'walkabout' tovuk place when Dr. Serventy transferred from 
Perth, W.A. to Sydney - a journey which stretched into 15,000 miles and 
took six months. There are 105 magnificent illustrations in colour and | 
much authoritative valuable and interesting information. | 


Both of these books should be in your Public library, but , 
not permitted to rest long on their shelves | “7 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist. (7) eee en ~ poe Tssue: Now 46. 


October 1967. 
MORWELL NATIONAL PARK: by Mrs. Bon Thompson. 


In company with Mr. & Mrs. Lyndon we visited the Mor— 
well National. Park to photograph the Oval Fork Fern. It wes a most 
instructive and enjoyable day. As well as the ferns we have scen 
on Club excursions to the area we camo to know the Shiny Shield Fern 
(Ctenitis shepherdii), Leathery Shield Fern (Rumohra adiantiformis), 
Veined Bristle Fern (polyphlebium vonosum), Austral Filmy Fern (Mec- 
odium australe) with fruiting bodios, Sickle Forn (Pellaea falcata), 
Mother Spleenwort (Asplenium bulbiferum) with the new ferns at the 
tips; Gristle Fern (Blechnum cartilagineum), the Finger Fern (Gram— 
mitis billardieri) with its long sori; the Oval Fork Fern (cf course) 
(Pmesipteris ovata), end our fern find for the day the Long Fork 
Fern (Tmesipteris billardiori), not rare like the Oval Fork Forn but 
still uncommon. 


The vines of the Twining Silkpod (lyonsia straminea) 
were everywhere and we saw the vl nts of Ficldia australis - Bells on 
Treeferns - although we could net find any bells. The dey was not 
without its orchids, although none were flowering. There were Hel- 
mets (Corybas) leaves, one colony growing in moss in a hollow ina 
horizontal branch, greonhoods in bud but not big cnough for identi- 
fication and, of course, the Tree Orchid (Sarcechilus australis). We 
found this orchid growing on five different types of treos = the 
Prickly Coprosma (Coprosme. quadrifidea), the Musk Daisy Bush (Dlearia 
argophylla), the Dogwood (Cassinia aculeata), the Turnipwood (Rapance, 
howittiana), and the Sweet Pittosporum (P. undulatum). ~ Mosses abound- 
ed in plenty varying from the giant form of pine moss, the lacy mos-— 
ses, the usual low moss, to a delightful moss that looked as if it was 
made of pale green velvet. Many of them had fruiting bodies stand- 


ing above the moss. 


I must also tell you of the Byoaetl i They were of overy 
color Ae) size. The brown cup typo, little brown parasols, tiny white 
parasols, little hard black clubs about half an inch high, bottle 
green fungi white underneath but with green stems, horse shoe fungi 


(tough bracket type). grey and white bracket fungi, and delightful 


orange bracket fungi. Thore was an apricot shade bracket Tungi, very 
fluted, papery thin and crisp. The lovely red parasol (Hygrophcrus 
miniatus) and, keeping the best to the last, a rather poor specimen 
but definitely itentified by Mrs. Lyndon as the rare mauve fungi 
(Hygrophorus Lewellinii ) which is usually found on: sandy coastal 
plains. This was the first record cast of our coastal ranges and, 
apart from specimens in the Otways, the only other record so far 


inalnd. 


There are some magnificent old trees in the area. Noar- 
by was a lyre bird's mound. Birds wore plentiful - a scrub wron 
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Morwell Netional Park. (Cont'd). 


announcing that we wore trespassing, 2 friendly robin (yellow) keep- 


ing us in sight for quite a long time, a noisy cuckoo croating.a dist- 
urbance, a whipbird, and many others; but one cannot look up and down 
at the same time... There was much evidence of animal life, parvic- 
ularly on the ebatls of the trees, many animal tracks, and a large wom— 
bat burrow. 


As usual we ran out of time, but mite’ home with us 
many delightful memories of a very happy day. 


-- Bon Thompson -- 


EUCALYPTUS NOTES: by Mr. Bob Auchterlonie. 


In my contribution on Latrobe Valley Hucalypts in the 
issucs of October, November and December 1966, the dimensions of the 
subject and the knowledge of my own limitations in dealing with it, 
prompted me to add the qualifying letters 'B. & 0.H.' (Errors and o- 
missions excepted). I now wish to point out one error, and several 
omissions. 


The error cropped up in discussing the two Red Gums, 
when it was inferred that all those in the Latrobe Valley were Forest 
Red Gums (E. toreticornis), and that the nearest River Red Gums (i. 
camaldulensis) occurred in the Dandenong - Hallam area. This is 
quite mncorrect, as both species do in fact occur in the Latrobe Val- 
ley. Although Forest Red Gum predominates, River Red Gum may also 
be found along the Prince's Highway between Traralgon and Rosedale, 
as well as further cast on the banks of the Macalister River. Chicf 
distinction between the two is in the operculum (cap) which in camald— 
ulensis is the same length as the capsule - pinched - so that it ter 
minates in a sharp point or 'beak'; whilst in tereticornis it is twice 
as long as the capsule, and evenly tapering to a blunt point. ‘There 
is also a fairly distinct difference in the habit of growth of the 
trees, tereticornis being usually the more upright grower, while can- 
aldulensis is more drooping, which makes my previous orror and lack. 
of observation all the more inexcusable. 


I am indebted to Miss J. Galbraith for drawing my at- 
tention to the above error, and also for the information thet there is 
a local occurrence between Erica and Cowarr of Mealy Stringybark (B. 
cinerea). This species is closely related to Silver-leaf Stringy- 
bark (E. cephalocarpa), resembling it in all features except the in- 
florescence, which has only three flowers per umbel instead of seven. 
It is more plentiful in North-east Victoria, whilst the seven~flowered 
form predominates in CEUNDISHGNls 
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Two more species omitted from my previous list were cbserved 
during the Club's recent outing to the Stoney Creek areca, Cowarr. The 
first of these is St. John's Gum (Ee st. johnii), a2 member of the Blue 
Gum group, characterised by its comparatively small, and quite smooth 
fruits. In all other respects, it resembles the commoner Blue Gums. 


TI could get only fragmentary specimens of the other one, but 
it appears to be the River Peppermint, or River White Gum, (E. lindley- 
ana, SyNe numerosa ). Growing along the banks of the stream, this a 
slender, medium-height tree, with rough peppermint bark on the upper 
trunk and branches, and about twenty small fruits per umbel on the spec- 
imens seen. 


Perhaps I may add that KH. yarraensis was intentionally omitted 
from my previous list, because I know of only one very small occurrence of 
it, on the railway enclosure between Morwell and Hazelwood. It is a med— 
ium-size tree, with rough bark, and. an inflorescence somewhat resembling, 
Swamp Gum. : 


Finally, on the Club's last excursion, a complete stranger was 
found beside the Grand Ridge Road west of Balook. This tree resembled 
Mountain Grey Gum, (E- cypellocarpa) in ail respects except the inflor- 
escence, which comprised a t+thre-fruited umbel, on a long, flat peduncle. 
Buds were rough, and fruits quite large and bell-shaped, with valves 
slightly sunk. As this does not tally with any recorded species, a spec- 
imen was sent to the National Herbarium, Melbourne, for determination. 
Their reply was: "Affinities with HE. cypellocarpa, and perhaps a hybrid 
invblving that species. We do not have any comparable specimen in the 
Herbarium, and have kept your specimen for reference purposes. It is cer- 
tainly an interesting tree." 


Determination of whether or not any eucalypt is a hybrid, 
would be a iengthy proccss; involving self-fertilisation and growing, on 
trees for several generations in arder to observe whether characters 
follow the Mendelian pattern, 2 job which could well extend beyond the 
life-time of one person. 


—— Bob Auchterlonie —— 
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Highlights of a Trip North. (Cont'd) 


Proceeding north of Brisbane, the dominating feature of 

_the landscape was the Glasshouse Mountains , so named by Captain Cook. 
These thrust upwards as giant fingers of rock and may be seen from 

many miles away. Geologists, I believe, call them residual volcanic 
plugs. They are composed of the rock trachyte which, being very 
hard, was left as the surrounding softer rocks were worn away. Beside 
“the road were many large bushes of 2 species of Hovea, a striking sight 
with its masses of purple pea-shaped flowers. 


Between Caloundra and Noosa Heads, the road was never 
far from the coast, the vegetation reminding one of our coastal heath— 
lands. A striking plant was a Banksia species, broad in leaf and hav-— 
ing a bud coloured in very distinctive green. 


Noosa Heads has a delightful national park occupying the 
abrupt headland leading to Noosa Head. Vegetation in the park is var- 
ied. To a southerner the palms were interesting as was too the huge 

specimens of a Callitris species (a relation of the Murray Pines). A 
favourite trip for tourists at Noosa Heads is to the coloured sands of 
Teewah. This trip is done in a convertod 4-wheel drive truck which is 
driven along the beach to Double Island Point. From Noosa Head to Dou- 
ble Island Point is over 30 miles end the truck covers about 25 miles of 
this distance. The head is backed by very large sand-dunes and about 
halfway along the beach for some miles the sands composing the dunes are 
coloured. The colour range from purest white through various shades of 

“fawn, yellow to pink and the deepest red. The colours: are not separated 
into separate arcas and in places many shades of colour were very close 
‘together —- a rainbow eee 


Hervey Bay was our furthest north and was notable to me by 
the evident care that had been taken to preserve the natural vegetation 
along the foreshore. 


Inland then to Murgon where the agates come from, and King- 
aroy, famous for its peanuts. Kingaroy was striking for the rich glow- 
ing red of its volcanic soil, reminding one of illustrations of Central 
Australia — the richness of its colour only however. On our way to 
Toowoomba we crossed a spur of the Bunya Mountains and here saw groups 
of Bottle Trees, which are relatives of the Kurrajongs. Toowoomba is a 
lovely. city though its tomperature reminded us forcibly of home. It was 
here that we heard the Picd Butcher-bird at its best. Nearly always the 
first bird at dawn, its clear fluting note stands out in the dawn chorus 
of bird song. The bird itself is worthy of its song, being most dapper 
in black and white. Miss Galbraith's friends, the Lambs of Toowoomba, 
have a family of these birds which they feed regularly. The young birds 
in this group res abled our Grey Butcher—bird and do not gain adult plum 
age until they are two years old. 


(Cont'd over « 
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SOME HEIGHTS OF A TRIP NORTH: by Mr. Hrn Homann. 


In sain a trip in search of sunshine, with eighteen 
days of tain out of the first three weeks is hardly a happy start, but 
the sunshine was there, true to label after that. According to all 
‘local authorities it was a strange season. The Coral trees were bloom 
ing in profuse scarlet early in June, around Kiama. Normally the flow 
‘ering time is late August, but when we returned that way there were few 


- blooms and the leaves had not yet appeared which they normally do after 


iwiite trees have flowered. 


We spent a week at Forster, north of Sydney, and found 
icine a Eoterean wildflower garden. Here in sandy soil close to the 
beach.grew a profusion of flowers. Two species of Banksia including 
B. integrifolia, the coastal banksia of our shores which was present all 
along the coast es far as we travelled, Beard-heath, a bright pink heath-— 
like shrub; Wax-plants, Boroniss and Flannel Flowers. It would have 
been ae if we had had Miss Jean Galbraith to lead an excursion 


“TERE the area. 


Port Macquarie was our next stop and this resort has much 
tg offer - a delightful climate, a river and surf for the fisherman, peb— 
“bles on the beaches for the rock-hunter, wildflowers along the coast and 
‘inland where the ranges begin to rise, and historic buildings dating back 
to the days of convict scttlement . The highlight for me was the trip 
down the coast to Laurieton, the setting for Kylie Tennant's novel 'Lost 
Haven! . Laurieton is a fishing village on the Haven and backed by a 
striking mountain, the North Brother, rising for over 1,000! immediate— 


ly behind the township. 


‘Leaving Port Macquarie we began to pass through areas re- 
cently affected by floods. The town of Maclean on the banks of the 
Clarence River had just finished its clean-up. The Council grader had 
pushed the silt deposited by the flood from the roadway where it had coy— 
ered the road from kerb’ to kerb. 


Arriving at Burleigh Heads on the Gold Coast ‘we saw the 
damage caused by floods which were not very serious, and by ocean erosion 
which was serious: / Buildings affected and threatened were, as one 
w ould cxpect, those built on the sanddune overlooking the beach. The 
road to Springbrook with its three delightful national parks had been 
covered by landslides in the five miles of its mountain section. We came 
down this section just after it had been cleared for traffic and it was 
an experience to see the raw earth exposed above the road, and the heaps 
of mud on the lower side. 


(Cont'd over ... 
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" Highlights of a Trip North. (Cont'd) 


: The Granite Belt has a charm of its own, due I think, 
to the outcrops of granite boulders which can be seen. everywhere, and 
this pattern continues south into New South Wales at .enterfield and 
Glen Innes. Girraween Nationel Park is near Stanthofpe, the centre 
of Queensland's section of the Granite Belt. Brilliant golden acacias 
were blooing in this national park, but I felt that the wildflowers 
would be very colourful later. 


Glen Innes I shall remember for the very helpful lass 
‘in the barber's Bhop who drew me very careful maps and gave me clear 
directions to go to Kookabookra, some 30 miles out in the bush. Here 
alluvial tin miners had left huge drifts of treated sand. With much 
_ Sieving we got some beautiful water-worn crystals of topaz (maybe), and 
smiky quartz. 


And so on to the Warrumbungle National Park which we 
nearly reached and which we hope to visit next year. 


The fianl highlights of our trip occurred from Signle- 
ton via the Putty Road to Windsor. Much of this road passes through 
sandstone country and was ablaze with wattles, bush-peas, waxflowers 
and boronias. Further on between Camden and Bulli the giant lily was 
plentiful along the roadside, some Spikes of them being twenty feet high. 


Arriving back here in the cold snap at the end of August 
we were tempted to start all over again. - 


--- Ern Homann -—-- 


FGRETS: § by Judith Wright. 


Once as I travelled through a quiet evening, 

I saw a pool, jet—black and mirror-still. 
Beyond, the slender paperbarks stood crowding; 
each on its own white image looked its fill, 
and nothing moved but thirty egrets wading — 


thirty egrets in a quiet evening. 


Once in a lifetime, lovely past believing, 
your lucky eyes may light on such a pool. 

As though for many years I had been waiting, 
I watched in silence, till my heart was full 
of clear dark water, and white trees unmoving, 
and, whiter yet, those thirty egrets wading. 


From 'Birds!, a coliection of poems for 
young people ... 


oa 
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WARRAGUL FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


NOTES : 
FIRST HONORARY MEMBER: Len Gooding. 


At our first meeting in the new venuc we celebrated by 
recognizing one of our keenest and most valued members - 'lepidopter- 


ist - coleopterist — Mr. C.G.L. (Len) Gooding, in the enthusiastic — 


carrying of a motion granting him honorary Life Membership of the 
Club. 


Len!s own eecesiaen and oe cne are &@ source of con— 


stant inspiration to our members, cither ome in years or young in 


heart and in spirit.. 


With over half e century of collecting scores of thous— 
ands of specimens, Len is still adding new or extremely rare butter- 
flies, moths and beetles to his beautifully kept collections and all 


his fellow Club members and friends wish him EMSS more years in this 


absorbingly Ta reel yet occupation. 


GENERAL MEETING C OF MEMBERS: 


Qur next Meeting on Friday 20th. October is to be addressed 
by Mr. ‘Bex BOSS eh on the Pes Cs: nating subject of Grevilloas. 


The place of meeting is, the Warragul Central State School, 


and the time of commencing 8 p.Mee.. Please remember that Random Nat- 


ure slides commence the mecting. 


The Mocting on November 17th. will bring a talk on’the Aust— 
ralian Aborigines with emphasis on natural history by Mr. David BOOE us 


A note fzom the Editors 


An apology to readers for’ the transposition of pages 10 and: 
ll. This was not dono with the object of making reading difficult, but 
there seems to have been some shuffling of the stencils. The Raitor is 


“typist, printer. and publisher, and cannot, phprotece. blame some other 


‘careless! POPson es. 


Congratulations to the newly Foeneds Te amu aesty Field Nat- 
uralists Club, of which some news in Seibatctecssraie issues. We sincerely 
neds them well | 


WARRAGUL FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


Office-Bearers 


President: 


Vice-Presi- 
dents: 


secretary: 
Treasurer: 


Committee: 


MEETINGS : 


EXCURSIONS s 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: 


The thatrobe 
Valley Natural- 


FUTURE MEETINGS: 


1967 — 1968. 
Mr. Jack Brooks, Box 120, WARRAGUL. 


Mr. Clive Fisher, Old Bona Vista Road, WARRAGUL. 
Mr. Geoff. Foster, 31 Edinburgh Street, WARRAGUL. 


“Nr. Don Steele, Edinburgh Street, WARRAGUL. 


Mrs. Betty Steele, Edinburgh Street, WARRAGUL. 


All above. 
Mr. Dick Briggs, 59 Brandy Creek Road, WARRAGUL. 
Mr. Les Anderson, King Street, WARRAGUL. 


General Meetings of Members are held on the third (3rd) 
Friday of each month in the Warragul State School (Al- 
bert Street). 

Meetings commence at 8 pem. and members are invited to 
bring items of interest to share with those present. 
Friends and visitors are assured of a warm welcome. 


Excursions are arranged whenever possible and, as a 
general rule are two weeks after the General Meeting. 
As will be read elsewhere Members and Visitors are in- 
vited to join the excursions of the other Clubs in the 
area. 


The Annual subscriptions, which become due at the end 
of February in each year are as follows; 


Family « pl.50 
Single. wle00 
Junior. 50c 


(attending school) 


Financial Members of the Club will receive a copy of 
this periodical. 

It would be appreciated if members of the Warragul 
Club would support our sister Club by Bonwecding con= 
tributions whenever possible. 

We acknowledge the generosity of the Latrobe Valley 
Field Naturalists Club in granting us the privilege of 
receiving copies of their excellent publication. 


Don. Steele. 
SECRETARY. 


Birds. 


Grevilleas. 


Mr. Roy Wheeler. 
Mr. Rod Jackson. 


September 15th. 
October 20th. 


ee nt ne te pe a te 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS 


CLUB. 
Yallourn, 
Gippsland, 
Office-Bearers 1967/1968. 
Presidents Mr. E. Homann, 84 Hennessey St., Moe. 
Vice-Presidents: Messrs. J. Peterson, F.B. Jones and G.T. Scanlan. 
Treasurer: Mr. H. McHlroy, 35 latrobe Street, Morwell. 


Excursion Sec'ty; Miss N. Rossiet, Railway Avenue, Yallourn. 
Publicity Officer: Mrs. Bon Thompson, Traralgon South. 
Hon. Hditors c/o Latrobe Valley Co. Hospital, Yallourn. 
Hon. Secrctary: Mir. §. Belgraver, 179 Lloyd Strect, Moe. 
eee TT 
General Mectings: 
Are held at the Yallourn State School on the Ath. Friday of each month, 


commencing at 7.30 peme. A programme of proceedings may be obtained 
: from the Secretary. 


ixcursions 3 
These are in the nature of field days under competent leaders and are 
held, usually, on the Saturday following the general meeting. 
At least two 'camp-outs! are arranged cach year. 
Visitors: 


Are aiways welcome to attond meotings and excursions, 


Subscriptions: 


Annual subscriptions are due after the end of February in cach year. 


Rates arcs - 
For Adults (singles). $1.50 
For Families. (Human) ®1.50 
For Juniors. LO Cr 


The 'Latrobe Valley Naturalist! is the official publication of the 
Club and can be posted only to financial members of the Club. This 
is necessary under Commonwealth Postal Regulations for registration 
purposes. 


Contributions are invited from members and others genuinely interested 
in the natural foatures, and the flora and fauna of the 
world in which we live. These may be 

sent to the Hon. Hditor. 


; protect and enjoy __ 


LATROBE 
ee - VALLEY — | 
| NATURALIST 


iP "REGISTERED AT THE ‘GENERAL POST ee ot 
Ry TRANSMISSION cs cerca 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


YALLOURN. VICTORIA. 


Dear Fellow Field Naturalists, 


denexck Meeti L.V.F.N.C.) = Friday Ath. November: 
The ayyerien is to be Miss Ashton and her subject 'Aquatic Plants! — 
plants that grow in water — plants inhabiting the fresh-water aquatic 
SEL SART Hc 


Time of the soumenoonent of the meeting is the usual 
1. 30 Dem, and the place of meeting the Yallourn State School. This 
is the last scheduled general meeting for the year 1967 and members 
are urged to attend what promises to be 2 most interesting and valua— 
ble talk by liiss Ashton. . : 


Excursion Saturday 25th. November: The excursion is to 
be to the pools on Anderson's Track, which runs approximately north- 


west of Yallourn North. However, it is intended to meet at the turn- 
off from the Moc-Walhella Road, about six miles from Moe. The Secre- 

tary, Mr. Belgraver, intends to be at the turn-off before the time of 

meeting - 1.30 pom. — for the bencfit of those who are not acquainted 
with the 2rea. He should be. seen on the castorn side of tho road. 


The excursion is to be 2 follow-up of the talk on the 
Priday night, and Miss Ashton will be the leader. There should be at 
least two (we hope) pools with sufficient water, and growth to make the 
excursion worthwhile, 


Report of the Exccutive Mceting held at the home of Mr. 
& Mrs. Ern Homann at 84 Hennessey Street, Moe, on the night of Monday 
6th. Novomber: - 


; Cor Stickers: Although a Rgaeme from Miss ay Kemp, 
of the Car Sticker Project, was not available, it is understood that 
there has becn somo slackening off in the sales of tho Field Naturalists 
Car Sticker which has been sponsored by this Club. the results have, 
of course, been most satisfactory, ond they have been distributed over 
“a wide area of Australia. A further effort is to be made after the 
beginning of 1968 to induce other Clubs to become a part of this valu- 
pable identificetion scheme. Incidentally, have all readers obtained 

a Car Sticker from the Secretary ? They may be attached t.o any kind 
a vehicle, even, 28 with Miss Jean Galbraith, to 2 suitcase, and will 
almost certainly serve as a passport to interesting company on your 
travels. And, as you tra vel about, ‘look for the fomiliar Grass-tree 
transfer on the rear window (or someone's suitcase) of a motor vehicle. 


(Cont'd over ss. 
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Editor's Notes Cont'd. ce 


(The Naturalist': The Editor reported that the deadline 
for contributions to this months issue was the lOth. of November. This 
time hes come — and gone — without the hoped for articles from the three 
essociated Clubs. The pages of this modest publication are open to mem 
bers of the Latrobe Vallcy, Traralgon, Warragul and Sale Field Naturalist 
‘Clubs, and the members are not only invited but are urged to contribute 
- anything which’ might be of interest to feliow naturalists. . 

There will be on issue of the 'Naturalist! for December, and 
it is hoped that the December issue will include a programme of mectings — 
and excursions of at least the L.V.F.N.C. for the year 1968. Other ea / 
_ seorctaries may also provide any indication thoir Clubs night have for 

activities in the coming year. : 


Classes in Natural History: No finality has been reached > 
in the matter of providing classes for members and others in clementary 
aspects of natural history, It is hoped that a reply from the Adult 
Education Association of Victoria may be available at the’ December mcet- 
_ ing of the Executive so that atrangements may be continued, 


eee Photoflora 1968; Reference was again made to Photoflora 
is 1968, which will have 2 showing at Morwell on Friday 22nd. March 1968. 


Next Meeting of the Executive Committec: This will bo at 
the home of Miss N.T. Rossiter, 29 Railway Terrace, on Monday 4th. Dec 
ember at 7.30 p.m.. ieeaay poe et T 

Next General Meeting of the Members of 4.V.F.N.C.: As statod 
on page 1 there will be no general meeting in Docember of this year, ond 
the next scheduled General Mecting is to be on Friday 19th.’ January 1968, 
at the Yallourn State School. This is, as membors will know, to be a 
‘members! participation! night, where slides, with a taped commentary 
are to be shorn. There are no stringent conditions attached to entry — 
it is suggested thet members submit &2 maximum of five slides cach of any 
subject of a natural history nature — and the photographic quality docs 
not need to be of international exhibition standard. It would be appre~ 
ciated if descriptions of the slides to be submitted, and probably the 
Slides themselves could be made available to the Secretary or Editor at 
some time very early in January noxt. TOE Paci 


he _  Braralgon Ficld Neturalists Club: Particulars of the new 
Club will be found towards the back of this issue. The names of the 
Office—bearers -:with Dr, D.W. Collins as Seerctary/Preasurer — indi- 
cate busy people who will undoubtedly do all that is possible to make 
the Club a successful one. Once again, good wishes }t 


(Cont'd over ... 
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Editor's Notes Cont'd. 


fxcursion Secretary: The name of the Excursion Socretary, 
Miss N.T. Rossiter, has been wrongly spelt in the September, October and 
this issue — on the inside of the back page. This regretted, but this cor- 
rection in the spelling conables her telephone to be quoted, which is Yal- 
lourn 5 2392. If she is not aveilable, Mrs. Lorne Padfield, the Assistant/ 
Excumsion Secretary could be tricd at her home, 42 Strzeleckic Road, Yal~ 
lourn,.'tclephone 5 2581. 


'Koy to the Ferns' by Mr. Poter Turner of Sale: It is 
hoped that this valuable work, in which Mr. Turner had the. ready co-opera=— 
tion of Miss Jean Galbraith, will go to members with this issue of the Nat- 
uralist. Wo are grateful to him for all the careful work that ho has put 
into the preparation of the 'Key'. : 


A Correction: In the May 1967 issuc of the 'Neturalist! 
undor the heading of 'A Geological Note! on page le, I referred to an 
interesting onticlinal fold to be clearly secn in a fairly recently made 
road cutting, which I placed at about six miles north of Pakenham, just 
beyond Pakenham Upper. My notes of the trip were inadequate, and, in any 
case, almost indecipherable, and since writing the noto T had been plagued 
with 2 certainty that the stated location was 'way out'. On the 26th. of 
August (Sunday) I travelled to Melbourne by that former route back from 
‘Healesville, and with 2 very red face, must now acknowledge thet the cut— 
ting, and the very excellent example of folding, are located at exactly 
18 miles, according to my speedometer trip record, which means about & 
miles north of Cockatoo and the 18 miles, of course, boyond Pakenham. I 
have a passing regret that no one has been (apperently ) in @ position to 
provide a correction 3 


ated G.T. Scanlan arse 
Hon. Hditor. 


EXCURSION TO BLACKWARRY SCENIC ROAD Saturday 23rd. Sop- 
tember: by Mrs. Bon Thompson. 


The excursion was undertaken to sec the wattles, and many 
of them wero in bloom, those not yet showing were pointed out. A visit 
later when these plents are in bloom would also be rewarding. 


Meny Forns were secon on the morning of the journey, large 
areas of hard water fern, batswing fern,. kangaroo fern and many tree ferns. 
Two cucalypts new to most of us were the Yellow Stringybark (E. Muelleriana) 
abundant in the Yerram area, and cnother thought to be the Mountain Gum 
(EZ. dalrympleana), but it was decided desirable to send to Melbourne for 
identification. 


F (Cont! d over eee 
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Blackwarry Excursion Cont'd. 


(Olearia ramilosa), the snow daisy bush (0. lirata), and the musk daisy 
bush (0. argophylle), the balm mint bush (Prostanthera melissifolic) ; 
end the mountain correa (C. lawrenciana). 


Just before lunch we enjoyed a concert by a lyrebird and 
admired his repertoire. Here also we found 2 new area for 2 wattle. 
very like Acacia falcatiformis, but without the glands. Mr. Rogers 
believed it was 2 species that is waiting to be named. The sunshine 
wattle (A. botrycephald) was in seed but many other wattlos were in 


| 
/ 
Three daisy bushes were identified - the twiggy daisy bush 
| 
: 


bloom — Prickly Moses (A. verniciliata) with its long catkins, Spike 
Wattle (A. oxycedrus) with the very strong points to the loayes, the 
very variable Sallow Wattle (A. mucronata), the Blackwood (A. melanoxy- 
lon), the Silver Wattle (A. dcalbata), and another one new to most of 
‘us, the Sticky Wattic (A. howittii). The young leaves were very sticky 
when pressed between the fingers, the leaves wero small and the flowors 
in balls, so that the whole cffcect was lacy for a wattle tree. 


The Rough coprosma (C. hirtclla) was in flowor with tho 
styles protruding well beyond the tiny flowers. The Mistletoo (Amyema 
pendula) hed its lovely drooping red flowers everywhere and the Clomatis 


' (C. aristata) was covering trecs with its white stars. The narrow-leaf- 


ed varicty of Elderberry panax (Tieghemopanax sambucifolius) had some of 
us puzziecd. | 


ey As we neared Gormandale there were many of the Grass—trecs 
that are pictured on our car stickers (Xenthorrhoca oustralia), and mony 
of the spring flowers, Purple Coral Pea (Hardenbergia violacea), Pink 
Beard Heath (Leucopogon cricoides), the lovely Pink Bells (Tetratheca 
pilosa), Common Beard He2th (Leucopogon virgatus), tho colourful red 
pea Running Postman (Kennedya prostrata), the lovely yellow and red poa 
flowers of the Golden Bush Pea (Pultenaca gunnii), the Hop Bitter Pea 
Daviesia latifolia), the wild Violet (Viola hederacea), the little blue 
Daisy (Brachycone angustifolia) var. heterophylle), the beautiful long 
red bells of Correa (C. reflexa), the white Caladenia (C. alba), with 
many variations in colour, and clso the Iusky Coladenia (C. angustata), 
the Alpine Greenhood (Pterostylis alpina) with its erect striped hood, 
and many Candles (Stackhousia monogyne. ) » 


: The Wedding Bush (Ricinocarpos pinifolius) wos starting to 
flower. Many of the plants in tho Gormandele Reserve were in flower 
and it was here that the party had afternoon tea, and Mr. Rogers, who 
had so well led the excursion, was thanked for what had becn a most erm 
joyable and informative day. 


SoS Bon Thompson -——— 
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NASTY ! A strange Story of Vandalism.- by R.N. 


Auchterlonie. 


One day last month, a little group of members met by ar- 
rangement at the Hazelwood Arboretum for the purpose cof watering and 
mulching the recently planted trees. We had occasion then to comment 
on and admire a particularly attractive specimen of one of our native 
conifers, Callitris rhomboidca. One of the original planting, this 
tree was thriving, 2bout five fect high, end three fcet across, of dense, 
compact growth, with the torminel branchlets drooping ond curled in most 
intriguing fashicn. 


To resume our work, we arranged to meet again a fortnight 
later. Imagine our foelings when we found, whero this tree had been, 
& gaping hole in the ground, surrounded by sods of carth, and our beaut— 
iful tree missing. 


This was the only troe of its kind in the arboretum, and 
indecd, could well be the only one in this part of Gippsland as it is 
uncommon, and not usually stocked by nurserymen. In view od its size, 
_ the dryness of the ground, and the warm dry weather, it would stand a 
' poor chance of survival. 


Morwell police have been notified. 


---- R.N.Auchterlonie - 


PLATYPUS IN BERRY'S CREEK: by Mrs. Ellon Lyndon. 


ches Thero is a very pretty drive from Mirboo North down the 
back road to Berry's Creek where it rejoins the Coast Road. It is a 
winding gravol road that falls steeply, following the windings of the 
creek, a favourite stream for trout fishermen. It is highly devel- 
oped farming country but at one time coal was minca there. Tt was 

to look at tho romains of this industry that we left the car and walk- 
ed down to the creck in tho afternoon, and there was a platypus disport- 
ing itsclf. 


Wo doubt this narrow valley was once a splendid fern gully, 
woll furnished with all the usual plant communities, and who knows what 
rarictics besides. Today the country is bare and grecn. Nothing re- 
mains of the tramway and the viaduct but some rasting rails and a few 
logs spanning the creek bed. The tunnel mouth yawns forlornly at the 


(Cont'd over ... 
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ae Platypus in Berry's Creck Contd 


foot of the opposite hill. It is Ae eect sometimes for bats, as 
fauna .records. show. In its heyday fine quality black coal was mined 
here, local people will tell you. Charles Daley in 'The Story of Gip- 
psland! relates that in 1882 a steeply dipping coal seam was discovered 
on the creek. An underlay shaft was sunk and up to 1930, when operations 
ceased, about 2000 tons of coal were raised. 


To return to my platypus story, all of a sudden there was 
this drowned cat floating just below the surface of the water, then the 
duckbill came up and the broad tail took shape at the other ond. Pals 
eyelids rolled back, it secmed to me. (Troughton, in 'Furred Animals 
of Australiat, says that both eye and car arc shut within a facial fur- { 
row during submergence). There was the platypus facing upstream, wig- 
gling gently in the current as if anchored at the head. Presently it 
submerged again and I seized the opportunity to move softly to a closer 
vantage point on the high bank. I had just settled down when the plat-— 
ypus rose directly beneath me and lay in the lee of some floating weed. 
Had I remained perfectly still it would have noticed nothing omiss, but 
I moved my knee and slap } splash |! went the beaver-like tail and the 
beast was gone. 


At this juncture the original finder had arrived back at 
tho scene with his camera, but though we watched the platypus surface 
again at fairly regular intervals, it was extremely wary and avoided 
our bank. Although at times it travelicd downstream under water with 
the current, it always surfaced facing upstream. Looking down at a plat- 
ypus in the water one gots no idea of the thick deep fur that it bears, 
for the coat louks waterlogged and sodden. We cannot say that they are 
common these days, but most of our streams still support a few platy- 
puses. 


+ 


ces tM iLepel Ayiaalshoyes 


BIRDS FOUND NESTING IN THE TYERS AREA: by Keith Lambert. 


The Mistletoe bird (Dicacum hirundinaceum) is one of the 
most interesting birds to build noar homes and T have observed six com 
pleted nests over the last three years. Of these six, one was des — 
troyed by vandals and the three oggs were lost, one was never used, two 
were not properly observed by me but I assumed that they were satisfact- 
ory rearings. The last two I observed very closely and one hatched 
three young, but only reared two, and the last one hatched two and one 
of these caught his leg in the nest and it was left to starve to death. 


This year has been very rewarding as already I have found 
the nest of 2 very fuscinating bird, the Orange-winged Sittella (Neositta 
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~ Birds in the Tyers Area Cont'd. 


Chrysoptera) in a Messmate tree at about 50! from the ground. It is 
very hard to photograph as one can only get to within six feet of the 
nest, but a few shots have been taken and we are eagerly awaiting res- 


Another A Sentine to note is that of a pair of Little Fal- 
con (Falco longipenni). They have taken over an old Grow's nest, but 
as yet there are no eggs. 


Other nests to date ares -— 


Whistling Hagle (Haliastur sphenurus) with two eggs; 
White-faced Heron (Notophoyx novachollandiac) with two eggs and two 
young in its the Yellow Robin (Hopsaltria australia), and Noisy Miner 
(ifyzantha melanocephala} many nests. 


——— Keith Lambert ---- 


EXCURSION TO LABBRTOUCHE: by Miss Nancy Rossiter. 


On Sunday October 15th. a highly successful excursion 
“was held under the able leadership of Mr. and Mrs. Brooks of the War-— 
ragul Field Naturalists Club. Members from Sele, Traralgon, Warragul 
and the Latrobe Valley Ficld Naturalist Clubs took part in the outing. 


Starting from the Labertouche turn-off from the Princes 
ee three wildflower reserves were visited. AS On @ previous ex- 
cursion on November 7th. 1964 members were delighted with the colourful 
display of wildflowers in this arca. The earlier excursion has been 
fully reported by Miss Betty Kemp in Issue No. 13 of the L.V.F.N.C. News— 
letter, and members should refer to this report for a list and deserip- 
tion of the specics Sele To be added to that list are : — 


(1) Baeckia remosissima or Rosy Heath Myrtle, a charm 
ing low-growing almost mat shrub, with narrow leaves and small delicate 
pink flowers, It is illustration No. 114 in the new edition of 'Wwild- 
flowers of Victoria! by Miss Jean Galbraith. 


(2) Pultenma mollis, now regarded as the same species 
as P. angustifolia and both now combined under the former name. This. 
is a graceful shrub of about 6! with soft hairy branches (mollis - Lat— 
in = soft) and many brown and yellow flowers in terminal clusters. 


(3) . Phebalium bilobum or Truncate Phebalium. 4 tall 
_ dark green shrub with starry white flowers and of interest because it 
is the Baw Baw form of the species which differs from that growing in 
the Grampians in being much taller and in having longer leaves which 
are not bilobed. 
Boe oo eae N.T.R.  -oe— 
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LYREBIRDS by Judith Wright. 


Over the west side of this mountain, 

that's lyrebird country. 

I could go down there, they say, in the carly morning, 
and I'd sce them, I'd hear them. 


Ten years, and I have never gone. 
I'll never go, 

T'll never see the lyrebirds - 
the few, the shy, the fabulous, 
the dying pocts. 


I should sce them, if I lay there in the dew: 
first a single movement 
like a weterdrop falling, then stillness, 
_. ..... then’a” brown head, brown eyes, 
a splendid bird, bearing 
like a crest the symbol of his art, 
the high symmotrical shape of the perfect lyre. 
I should hear that master practising his art. 


No, I have never gone. 

Some things ought to be left secret, alone; 

some things —- birds like walking fables - 

ought to inhabit nowhere but the reverence of the 
heart. 


From her collection 'Birds'. 


A TRIP INTO THE OUTBACK: by Mr. Tom Moretti. 


Ona meoent: trip to Mildura I was fascinated about a trip 
advertised into the dry area of New South Wales - it seemed all out 
of ore eh - so ] thought thet 'secing was belicving' and we-left Mil- 
dura in a Kombi bus. We could not use our own transport because we 1 
would ey travelling on private property for many miles. 


We left the bitumen about four miles over the River Murray 
and the country immediately became dry and barren where grazing is at 
one sheep to fifteen acres. AS we continued to travel in a north- 
easterly direction the native timber became more stunted, the saltbush 
and porcupine grass was more prevalent, and the first wildlife we saw 
was a lonely grey kangaroo. . However, the-further wo travelled the 
more numerous they became until wo eventually saw the big red kanga- 

' roos, crested pigeons, black-backed magpics, galahs, crows, wedgc= 
tailed eagles and Hew species of cur beautiful parrots. 
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Trip into the Outback Cont'd. 


The rainfall in the area is vory low and to get the benc- 
fit of what docs fall the rain has to fall in heavy downpours to get 2 
run-off, all the land is contoured to carry the water to one main tank 
where it is pumped by windmilis to homesteads and stock. 


We had lunch in the shearers! quarters of Urumpa Station, 
where our bus driver has to report when is going to cross what was at 
one time a huge lake. The point where we crossed was seven miles in 
a straight line. We saw emus with chicks, more kangarous and merino 
sheep. On the far side of the lake was an intriguing land where we 
saw a great wall of fine white sand of seventy to one hundred feet deep 
and seventeen miles long. The harder placcs reminded me of the 'smok- 
ing! cliffs on Wilson's Promontory, where there is a continual wisp ris- 
Lng. In the places where there are hard and soft formations the water 
has cut out canyons in miniature. 


There are to be found trace of fossil sea life and shells 
in various places and the timber is driftwood worn by the continual ac~ 
tion of the cutting sand. 


On the return journey we had to report back to the station 
as they would not like tourists to be lsot in that area. We then had 
afternoon tea, and set out for the trip home where we dctoured through 


“other stations; on one of these was a tank built in haste some two years 


ago foliowing a weather report to the effect that rain was on the way. 


However, the rain did not eventuate and the tank is still empty. 


On Urumpa Station there is a shearing sked 100 years old 
which had been built by Chinese labour out of timber which is not gon- 
sidered to long-lasting - just plain round Murray Pine, the hows drop— 


ped in like 3a log cabin, and the cracks sealed with mud. 


The greatest distance we were from Mildura was cighty 
miles, but it was a trip well worth the taking for anyone interested 
in natural history. One grim piece of knowledge learnt was that the 
station was permitted to destroy 1,000 kangaroos each month } 


Som Tom Moretti -———— 
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Dear Fellow Field Naturalists, 


General Meeting January 19th. 1968. Members are reminded 
that the January meeting will take the form of a members! participation 
night, with slides (up to five each member ) provided by members and, it 
is hoped, a taped commentary compiled from the descriptions of their 
slides by members. The success of this night will depend on the extent 
of the support and the slides and descriptions being received in suffi- 
cient time for arranging. To the Secretary or Hditor please } 


It will be noted that the above date is a week earlier than 
the usual meeting night - this is because the following weekend is the 
‘camp out' at the property of Mr. Meith Rogers at Wulgulmerang, and some 
members will be departing on the ECE afternoon or evening, in order 
to get the most from the weekend. 


The week end at Wulgulmerang, under the care of our nat- 
nella host, should be greatly rewarding to members whatever their in- 
terest. Botany for the botanists, birds for the 'birdos' and a varic- 
ty of animals for the other fauna fanatics; natural features, rocks and 
minerals in great measure for the geologists, and delightful, even spec- 
tacular scenery for those with no particular natural history interest. 

A cordial invitation is extended to members of other clubs, and any oth- 
ers interested to join, L.V.F.N.C. TASS on soa excursion. 


Details will appear in tre Tae issue of the Naturalist. 


Traralgon F.N.C.- January § Excursion; For the benefit of 
Traralgon Field Nats. and members of the other clubs to whom this maga— 
zine goes, reference is made to the excursion to be held on Saturday 20th. 
January to Mt. Erica. It will be led by Miss Jean Galbraith or, if she 
is unable to do so, by Mr. Graham Marshall, both of whom know the botany 
and other natural features of the areca extremely well. 


Meeting Place: . Methodist Church Traralgon at 9.30 QeMe OF 
at Parkers Corner 10.30 aom... 


The Traralgon Sccretary; Dr. D.W. Collins, extended the 
usual cordialinvitation to others to attend. This. excursion could be 
used as one proviidng some hill-climbing experience for those going to 
Wulgulmerang in the following weék —- or be an interesting outing for 
those unable to go away for the long weckend. 


(Cont'd over .e. 
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| 
Meeting of the Executive Committe: The meeting held on | 


Monday 4th. December was at the home of Miss N.T. Rossiter, Yallourn. 


Reporting of Features Threatened with Destruction: This 


matter, referred to at the last goneral mecting, was again. discussed, 
and members are asked to report to the Secretary any natural feature 
which appears to be threatened in any way by propasod development, by 
the erection of power or other lines, road clearance or widening etc., 
etc., in order that representations may be made to the appropriato au- 
thoritics. Take eee 4 ; 


mencing in 1968 is now much more promising, following a reply to the Sec- 
retary by the Council of Adult Education in Melbourne More of this, it 
is hoped in the Janucry issue. 


Programme of events for 1968: It was hoped that tho pro- 
gramme would be available fordistribution with this issue, but replies 
were still awaited to provide a speaker or speakers to mectings. It is 


| 
| 
Classes in Natural History: The possibility of classes com 
now hoped that January will include it. 


Traralgon Ficld Neturealists Club: Secretary of the Trarel- 


gon F.N.C. has advised that Club arrangements for the first two months of 
1968, and the excursion is referred to on Page 1 —- for Januery. There is 
no general meeting of members for January. | 


February: General hiccting. The speaker is to be Mr. De 
Altermann, M.P., on the subject of "Shells!'', Place of meeting is at 
the Gray Street State School, commencing at 7.30 PeMee Dato, 9th. Feby. 


Excursion: The cxcursion for February 
is to be on Sunday llth. February, and to the seashore between Inverloch 
and Cape. Paterson. The mecting place is the Methodist Church, Trar- 


algon at 9.30 u.em., or for those who wish to go there directly, 11.30 . 
Qeme at The Glades, Inverloch. | 


fhe 'Naturalist(, This issue marks the ond of another cal- 
ender -year, and is 2lso the 48th. issuc of the magazine. Opportunity 18 
taken to thank the contributors who have made it possible to reach the 
round four dozen issues. May I, like Oliver Twist, but without the proph 
ecy that followed his request, task for more! from them, who have mado it 
possible for us to learn so much more 2bout the things in which we have 2 
mutual interest. I also ask for forgiveness for the crrors, typographical 
and other that have already been made, and forbcarance in respect to or 
rors still to be perpetrated. 


And seasonal good wishes ? Would a sincere wish for rein, i? 
the necded places, be acceptable ? All good things to all men 3} 


G.T, Scanlan. 
Hon. Hditor. 
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OBSERVATIONS.OF THE WEDDING BUSH: by Mrs. Bon Thompson. 


The Wedding Bush (Ricinocarpus pinifolius) flowered beaut- 
ifully in the Traralgon South Reserve this Spring. It is a plant that 
has separate male and fomale flowers. Mostly both flowers are on the 
one plant; but there were three bushes with only female flowers. About 
October 6th. the bushes were covered with red buds and many female flow- 
ers. These flowers had short thick stalks (12 mm. long), usually five 
white petals, and deep down in the petals was the ovary. From the cen 
tre of the ovary the orange-tipped styles spread out and upwards in 
pairs. The ovary appeared smooth to the naked eye, but under the mi- 
croscope it could be seen to have transparent, or very pale green 'pim- 
ples!. These 'pimples'! commenced to grow into little pale grcen pro- 
tuberances, even before the petals withered, and by the time the petals 
and sepals had fallen these protuberances had increased in length and 
turned deep red with a glistening knob on the top. As they continued 
to grow they turned green and gave the seed a wooly appearance, soft to 
touch. 


By October 22nd. both male and female flowers were in full 
bloom. However, the three bushes had only fomale flowers and no buds 
left. The male flowers had long thin stalks (3 cm. long), from five 
to eight white petals, a tapered centre covered with about 30 stalked 
balls of pollen and the whole centre protruding 4 mm. above the petals. 


: Fach fomale flower was surrounded. by three to four higher 
male flowers and with two leaves all grew from the end of the branchlet. 
By November 4th. it was very difficult to find any fomale flowers but 
tho male flowers were abundant and continued to flower for at least an- 
othor threc weeks. Meanwhile the ovary of the fomale flowers had in- 
croased to almost one inch across. 


Although the bushes with only female flowers were surround- 
ed by normal bushes with plenty of male flowers nearby, I was only able 
to find one secd on the three bushes. . The potals and sepals had with- 
ered but had not fallen. Why did the insects neglect these flowers ? 


Or is tho Wedding Bush pollinated by some othor method ? 


---- Bon Thompson = ---- 


BIRDS AND THEIR TASTE FOR FOOD: by Miss Joan Galbraith, 


All Piecld Naturalists are not ornithologists but I think 
all enjoy watching birds, and most of us who do so make small interest- 
ing discoverics from time to time. I have been interested in the var- 
ious foods that appeal to birds visiting the bird table.’ One expects 
nectar (sugar and water) to attract honeycaters, and it does, but I 
notice that two of the five specics visiting and taking nectar at 
presont (December) are also fond of coconut. Yellow-faced Honeycat— 
ers take it almost as frequpntly as nectar, and Hastern Spinebills 


take it quite often. 
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Birds and Their Taste for Food. (Cont'd). yt 


We all know that both Thrush and Yellow Robin like cheese 
better than most foods, but a visiting Thrush is almost equally fond of 
coconut (put out for the Blue Wrens, which also like cheese). Indeed 
Mrs. Thompson tells me the wrens have definite cheese preferences, nev- 
er touching cheddar (in hergarden anyway) if they can get tasty cheese, 
though they will eat the cheddar after finishing every crumb of tasty. 


Since I provide only cheddar cheese my Blue Wrens cannot 
show their discrimination — but they always take cheese in preference 
to coconut, coconut in preference to cake or biscuit crumbs, and bread- 
crumbs only if there is nothing else. phe 


It is interesting also to see Brown Thornbilis busily sip- ( 
pingnnectar if any is accessible to their short beaks. I do not think 
this is merely as a drink as there is always water in the bird baths. Ap- 
parently they like sweet: as well as savoury food. : 


-——-- J. Galbraith reed 


FERNS OF LILLY-PILLY GULLY: by Mrs. EH. Lyndon. 


I was very doubtful about venturing into this lovely gully 
again, knowing that the bushfires of 1951 had left it thoroughly deso- 
lated. When I asked Mr. Millar about it he. said that the place had re- 
covered to such an extent that it was now one of his show places, and I 

think that we 211 found the flower-—bordered track in was quite delight- — 
ful. 


The charm of this particular gully had been its rainfor- ( 
-est vegetation, in which huge Eugenia trees predominated. There is an- 
other such association where the track cuts across a gully on the north- 
ern side of the Promontory. It apparently escaped thé fires. It is 
unusual to find the Lilly-Pilly so far from its normal habitat in East— 
ern Gippsland. 


Several minor creeks were crossed on the way in with very 
healthy looking young Eugenias up to twenty feet in height. Several 
fern species were noted here. Culcita dubia, the common Ground—fern; 
Hypolepis punctata, a Downy Ground—fern; another of the Ground~ferns, 


"not positively identified; Pteris tremula, the Tender Brake; Doodia med- 


ia, the Rasp-fern; Lindsaya linearis, the Screw-fern; Adiantum acthiopi- 
cum, the Maidenhair, and, of course, the Austral Braoken. Drymophila 


cyanocarpa, the Turquoise Berry, was an interesting plant observed along 
the track. 
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Ferns of Lilly Pilly Gully Cont'd. 


We have chosen a particularly dry year to inspect this 
gully on the upper reaches of Tidal River and the fern—covered flat is 
somewhat parched. Proper overhead cover for the ferns is still lack 
ing although the Eucalypts have made better growth and we were pleased 
to see the Koalas there. 


There are hundreds of seedling Eugenias up to a foot in 
height, a few more advanced trees standing up through the rotting logs 
on the ground, and many skeletons of an older generation with perhaps 
sufficient life left in them to put forth an occasional bunch of leaves. 


A somewhat hasty check on the ferns, working upstream 
from the fireplace, yielded the following species; — Todea barbara, the 
King Fern; Cyathea australis and cunninghamii, the Rough and Slender Tree- 
ferns; Dicksonia antarctica, the Soft Tree-fern; Histiopteris incisa, the 
Batswing fern; Microsorium diversifolium, the Kangaroo Fern and M. scan— 
dens, the Fragrant Fern; Asplenium flaccidum, the Weeping Spleenwort; 
Rumohra adiantiformis, the Leathery Shield-fern; Polystichum proliferum, 
the Mother Shield-fern; Lastreopsis shepherdii, the Shiny Shield-fern; 
Blechnum patersonii, the Strap Water-fern; B. nudum, tho Fishbone Fern, 
the most plentiful fern present, occurring often in its bipinnate form. 
FPieldia australis was there on the tree-fern trunks. 


Hann eaye cuneata, the Oval qedeeonean is known in Victor 
ia from a single collection in this gully back in 1909. To the best of 
my knowledge it has not been recorded since. Naturally a very sharp 
lookout was kept for this tender fern, this green gold, should I say ? 


<a E. Lyndon © ---- 


GUINEA FLOWERS: by Nuri Mass. 


Guinea plants that stand, or droop, or, rambling, twine; 
Golden flowers like spangles bright that gaily shine. 
Carpeting the bushland ground with sunny gold-~ 

Petals soft that, oh, so quickly loose their hold 3 
Pretty little clustered sceds with colours gay —- 
Guinea plants,. just made, I think, for fun and play 3} 


_ From ‘Australian Wildflower Magic’. 
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WATERPLANT WEEKEND : or An Introduction to the Pondweeds. 


The November meeting and the excursion following will sure- 
ly go down in the annals of the Club as one of the most interesting and 
botanically valuable weckends of this ycar. Miss Aston so obviously en- 
joyed talking about that rather neglected branch of plant study, the Pond- 
weeds, that it was a pleasure to watch and listen, and I'm sure that she 
_ Was Most gratified that we, her audience, showed such keen interest in he? 
talk, her slides, and in the collection of beautifully mountain specimens 
from the National Herbarium. Typed lists of some 48 species of water-lov 
ing plants with their scientific and common names were handed 2round at 
the meeting in order that we could follow the lecture more clearly. 


The excursion to the swamps in the vicinity of Anderson's | 
Track north of Yallourn was well attended. =I counted 13 cars at one stag 
and. they wore mostly well filled. The party 211 appeared intent in Miss 
Aston's naming and description of the odd things she dredgod from tho wat- 
et. We had been able to examine many of the dricd plants carefully the 
night before and now we were able to examine many in the fresh state. ijfe 
should each have acquired a working knowledge sufficient to enable us to 
identify a few inhabitants in every pond we come across, in future. It 
is somewhat bewildering to be shown so many different sorts all at once 
(I know I suffered some mental indigestion), but if we can remember oven 
half a dozen of them we have a groundwork to build on as opportunity oc- 
curs to extend our knowledge of these fascinating plants. 


We learned that certain pondweeds produce two very differ- 
ent types of leaves, the emergent ones being usually wide, flat and 
floating, while those that remain submerged are fine, feathery and much 
divided or thin, narrow and blede-like. Some, like Ottelia, the Swamp 
Lily, develop 2 special set of underwater flowers and seedheads with theil 

“own system of pollination, as well as the more conventional flowers and 
seeds that live above the water in the sunlight. Others, like Rel-grass | 
(Vallisneria) send up to the surface long stems bearing the female flow- 
ers. The male flowers are shed and float free on the water. When pol- 
lination has taken placethe stem coils like @.spring and contracts, draw 
ing the secd back under the water till they mature. When ripe the stem 
uncoils and pushes the seed to the surface again. Many pondweeds are 
rooted firmly in the mud, but there are others that float free with pen- 
dant rootlets. . 


At the first pond we found Sphagnum Moss and Swamp Selagin- 
ella, with clumps of the tall handsome Tassel Cord—rush end a strand or 
two of the Slender Club-moss. In the pond itself the luxuriant growth 
was sorted out into Streaked Arrow-grass, Swamp Stonecrop, and the string® 
of green rosettes that is Water Star-wort. Next port cf call was at a 
pretty dam into which Water-lilies have been introduced and are well on 
the way to filling it completely. Several mini-~skirted members took 
off their shoes and waded in to conduct their studies at closer range} 


(Cont'd over ... 
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Refts of the introduced Juncus articulatus, the Jointed Rush, with 
creeping stems lying all in the one direction, were almost firm cn- 
ough to walk one Bleocharis, the Tall Spike-rush, bordered..the pond 
in places, some of the thick culms topped with pointed spikelets. What 
_ wonderful play spears these must have made for little aboriginal kid- 
dies in days gone by | Potomogeton crispus lay along the water sur- 
face, almost entirely submerged. This one is comapratively east to 
recognise by its thin dark transparent leaves, much curled and crisped 
like seawced. Soft Water-fern, pink flowered Willowherb and Austral 
Brooklime added to the beauty of ‘the scene, and a pair of Sacred King- 
fishers were in residence. . 


Our final stop was beside the Latrobe Bridge with a lit- 
“tle rain beginning to fall. Except for a fow tall Manna Gums beauty 
is'a thing of the past here. Meny Australian Snipe rose from the riv- 
er flats and a Pelican flew over. The receding lagoons carried many 
fine clumps of the Water Plantain, a very ornamental plant when the 
tall flower stalks lift a cloud of the delicate white blossom above the 
wide ribbed leaves. Here we were shown Duckweed (Lemna) like green 
rice grains floating and piling up on the shore before the wind. We 
needed a hand lens to properly appreciate Wolffia arrhiza, the smallest 
of the world's flowering plants and surely the one with the fiercest 
name for its size $ The first part undoubtedly honors some botanist 
and the second merely denotes that it is rootless, or wanting true 
roots. Its minute leaf is no bigger than a saatcrsya Uae stop!. 


Miss Aston asked us to watch out for and report Aponogeton, 
the introduced Cavr Pond-lily, a garden escape’with large long-oval 
leaves with wavy edges and fragrant flowers in a terminal spike; and 
another, 2 rare indigenous water plant called Brazenia schreberi. The 
round leaves of this one remonded me of those of the garden Nasturtium 
with stem attached at leaf centre. The under surfaces of its leaves, 
by the way, are coated with a jelly-like substance or mucilage. ; 


I found, as I drove home on Saturday evening with the 
dark rainclouds pbuilding up 2hoad.of me in the south, thet I was taking 
more notice of farm dems end the little weedy waterholes banked up in 
the gullies. Wondering what might be found in them inside the golden 
rings of Buttercups and Waterbuttons. I suspect that a Wolffia whist- 
led at me from one of them. I'm sure we are all NE richer for hearing 
Miss Aston's introduction to the Pondweeds. 


---- Ellen Lyndon — 
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TERMITES 3 by G.T. Scanlan. 


A few weeks ago, at Moe, I was handed a matchbox contain- 
ing the dead bodies of insects together with separate wings which had 
-apparently become detached from them. I was told that they had been 
destroyed with fly spray and was asked: "What are Mey are they fly- 
ing ants 7" 


: _The question was not difficult to-answer although the 
creatures wore better known to ro from their capacity to destroy and 
their activities in other places. The bodies were those of so-called 
white ants — but more properly termites — which are not at all closely 
related to the true ants, nor are they really white. The detached WAINgs 5 
without any other clue, would have fairly indicated the nature of the 
‘beasties! because of the many species of termites cach has the same bc- 
haviour pattern which includes the departure from a parent colony each 
year of winged males and females which, after flight from the nest and 
dispersal discard their wings, pair in couples of male and femalo, and 
found a new colony in a suitable environment, there to spond the rest of 
a comparatively long life reproducing their kind. That is, of course, 
if they are able to cscape all the hazards attendant on ombarking upon 
the new life from the parent colony. 


Tormitcs are so widespread and numerous in Australia that 
it was a source of wonder that they wore not better known generally than 
they appcared to bec. They have been described as 'one of the most des- 
tructive pests in Australia’. They have a tremondous capacity to dos- 
troy, but cannot compare in the least degree with that much more superior 
animal Homo SEPA Proof of ‘ee is ail about us 3 


: They (the tormites) are to be found all over the contincnt, 
but appear to be more successful and prolific in the tropics than elsc- 
where, particularly in the periodic wotter parts. It was in the North- | 
ern Territory where I had lived and worked from 1935 until carly 1942, 

and carlior in the Tar North and Far north-cast of South Australia and 

in Central Australia, where I had travelled quite extensively during a 
period commencing in 1922 and off and on until going to the Territory 

in 1935, that I had become accustomed to the sight of the numerous nest 
mounds of a great varicty of termites, which were a source of wonder and 
speculation, © 


It is not necessary to travel so far however in order to 
see the mounds of termites as they are present almost wherever there is 
timber and some dampness to cnable them to carry out their several func- 
tions of destruction and construction. And although those places will 
usually mcean forest arcas, they arc also content to make their dwelling 
places in the ‘little boxes! inhabited by man, provided there is somc~ 
in their construction AUUTACTIVC to the palate. 


(Cont'd over eo. 
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Tho largest termite mounds (or 'tcrmitaria') that I had scen 
were on the damp plains of the Northern Territory and in.northern Quecns— 
land. Some of these reachod a height of at loast 20 feet, and had pro- 
portionate depth and width - thoy were in places to be seen in their hun- 
dreds, giving to the landscape a sinister aspect of huge cemetcrics with 
tho headstones of some departed giants. Noarer Darwin, as far as the 
Territory wes concorned, were the !magnetic' mounds of Amitermes meridion- 
alis, up to 12 foot high, in some cases as long as 10 fect and a width in 
the vicinity of 4 fect. These mounds are those which are reputed to point 
North and south with an error, so it is said, of less than one degree. The 
mounds are conspicuous because of this and the blade-like cdge of the top. 
Of the several theorics as to the reason for the 'magnetic! quality of the 
mounds is that of Dr. Serventy which involves the possibility of adaptation 
to provide for the optimum of ventilation in the circunstances of the local 
climate. The large mounds of the northern areas would contain many 
thousands and, in.the opinion of some entomologists, perhaps up to 2,000,000 


individuals. 


During the building of the Ovorland Polograbn from Adelaide 
+o Darwin, which was comploted in August 1872, termites added to the many 
ether probloms associated with working in a rugged country by cating mile 
upon milo of the wooden poles erected to carry the copper wires, which had 


to be replaced by stevl posts. They also showed a liking for almost any- 


thing else that was left in contact with the soil, such as riding and pack- 
saddles, books, clothing, end even the metal casing cf cables, with instru- 
ments for 'afteors!. In Darwin I had planted a number of young and healthy 
mango trees, from which I 'drooled'! at ean anticipated fcasting of the juicy, 
fibrous fruit by my family ond myself within a few short ycars. They made 
excellent progress until reaching 2 height of from five to six feet when in- 
dividual trees drooped and died. When practicaily all had suffered the same 


symptoms and ending, I slit the stem of two or three to discover at the top 


of the stom of each a long, creamy colourcd, translucent termite, which had 
ecaton Sts 7 way up through the heartwood sap until there was none left to 
provide nutriment to travel to the cxtremi ties of the trees which dicd. Any- 


thing at 211 which had been left on the ground outside the hoase overnight 


would be only a shell by the morning, and the structure at the bottom of the 


gordon, which typifics the Australian scene in the absence of sewerage, had, 
on at least one occasion, collapsed as a mere shell of timber. 


The termitos, like the ants, some of the wasps and some spec= 


ies of bees are remarkable for the weil developed social characteristics, 


In cach colony there arc three main castes - the sterile workers, sterile 
soldiers and the sexual forms, which are known as 'reproductives!. Hach — 
aste has a special function to perform, the workers, which may be male or 
fomale and usually wingless, perform the necessary tasks such as the gath- 
ering of food, construction cf the mound nests, and the tunnels which are 
built for progress to the source of foud and other materials, while tho sol- 
diers have the responsibility of protecting tho mombors of the colony. The 


: (Cont'd OVEL oe¢o 
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Termites Cont'd. 


reproductives, as their name implies, are the caste which has the func- 
tion of perpetuating their species, and it is these, consisting of malcs 
and females, which 'swarm' cach year and leave the parent colony, the 
males and females — those that survive the birds, the lizards, the ech- 
idnas etc.,- pairing and each pair commencing the creation of a new col- 
ony. The female will do nothing clse during its lifetime, which is com- 
paratively long for an insect, than produce eggs which, in due course, 
Will be cared for during hatching by the worker castc. 


The food of termites is principally dead wood iwhich is 
masticated by the aid of appropriate mouth parts but, and this is some- 
thing to wonder at, the masticated fooduis then predigested Yymbiotiec { 
flagellate protozoa in the creatures gut. ; ; 


The termite is destructive from the point of view of man 
but in fact the function of this insect is similar to that of many other 
creatures - to prevent the predominant growth of plant life to the detri- 
ment of other things animal or vegetable. Constructively, they turn sone 
materials into soil, and they create landforms in the construction of the 
mounds. Innumerable other creatures are their enemies, and to compon— 
sate for this they have the capacity to reproduce in groat numbers. 


During extensive rescarch into the termites much has beon 
learned of them by entomologists and zoologists - it is to the writings 
of these workers to which we should refer for a wider knowledge and under- 
standing of these and other creatures with whom we share the earth. This 
is necessary in order to learn as far as possible the importance of the 
other enimals in the scheme of things. 


4 
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BOOK REVIEW: by the Editor. "A TReasury of Australian wild 
life" edited by D.F. McMichael (Ure Smith) Smith) $7.95 


This 'Treasury' is aptly named and contains a selection of 
specially revised articles from the Magazine Of Natural History, publish- 
ed quarterly by the Australian Museum, Sydney. Dr. Mcliichael yas former 
ly the Deputy Director of the Museum and is now the Director of the Aust~ 
ralian Gonservation Foundation, of which the L.V.F.N.C. is a Glub member. 


As stated on the dust wrapper, the book is primarily a stor? 
of good natural history writing by experts in a language intelligible to 
the least knowledgable of us. The 235 illustrations, of which 35 are in 
superb colour are valuable adjuncts to the text, and it can be said that | 
this book goes far beyond most of its kind in value of content. 


There is a copy in the Yallourn Public Library. 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


YALLOURN. VICTORIA. 
Editorial Notes: 
» Dear Fellow Field Naturalists, 


se 
There is very little news for inclusion in this issue.— 
the Club,-as such has been in recess during the holiday season, and 
some members have been enjoying holidays which would include more in 
dividual observation of the things SO Hee be inate attract them. 


General Meeting Friday 19th. January : This is to be 


hela ¢ a week earlier than usual, and will take the form of a members! 
night, with slides and descriptions taped for convenience of showing. 
The Warragul F.N.C. meeting is on the same night - at Warragul. ‘There 
is no general meeting in January for Traralgon Club members. 


' Wulgulmerang Weekend Bxcursion: Saturday 27th. to Mon- 
day the 29th. January at the property of Mr. Keith Rogers beyond the 
town of Buchan in Hast Gippsland. Details not available for this is- 
sue, but members will be told the final arrangements at the general 
meeting on the 19th. January. Those not attending tho meeting should 
contact. the Excursion ac aecay Miss N.@. IISISISEE SEY of Wen Rew 


; ‘Traralgon E, N.C. iivowinsel orn Members are reminded that the 
Mraralgon Club January excursion is on Saturday the 20th., to Mt. Brica, 
and that meeting places are either the Methodist Church, Traralgon, at 
9-30 asm, or Parkers Corner at 10.30 aem.. 


- L.V.F.N.Gs Programme for 1968: Tho Hditor was over optim 
Asisie: in hoping that it would be published with this issue. However, 
there should be news of the prgramme at the general neeut ne on the 19th. 
January « 


Articles in this issuc of the Naturalist; Mrs. Thompson 
of Traralgon South, and Mrs. Lyndon of Leongatha arc consistent contrib— 
utors to the Club paper, and members will again read their observations 
with interest and profit. It is pleasing to include two articles from 
members of the Warragul Ficld Naturalists Club - Mr. Gooding with an cx- 
planation of the spread of the 'Cabbage White' Butterfly, and Mr. Frost 
with roference to the Australien aborigine and his closeness to nature. 
‘It is hoped that this will prove to be the start of 2 deluge of articles 
frommmembers of other F.N.Clubs, as well as from mombers of the L.V.F.N.C. 


GT. Scanlan. 
HON. EDITOR. 
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NOT OBSERVANT 1. ....... By Mrs». Bon Thompson. 


Until recently I would have~said I was a reasonably ob- 
servant naturalist in the bsuh. However, in the last month or so 
we have identified, with Miss Galbraith's help, the Tree Everlasting 
(Helichrysum dendroideum). This plant is very similar to the Shiny 
Cassinia (Cassinia longifolia). The Common Dogwood (Cassinia acul- 
eata) is easy to identify with its fine, short, slightly rough, lignt 
green leaves. The Shiny Cassinia has longer, darker green leaves, 
white beneath and is very Similar to the Tree Everlasting. We have 
these three plants in the Traralgon South area. The flowers of all 
three grow in flat clusters and at times of very similar size. of 
course the two cassinias are very alike with ni ray florets or petals 
and the bracts close to the flower so as not to be noticeable. The 
flowers” are on the ends of the branches. 


However, the flowers of the Tree Everlasting are differ- 
ent. While there are no ray florets, the bracts-are spreading and 


give the effect of petals. Besides being on the ends of branches 
the clusters of flowers can also be on the onds of branchlets of 
small side branches. The feel of the flower is papery as in many 
everlastings. ~ de 


We have found the Tree Everlasting in tho Traralgon 
South Reserve, in the area wo hope to reserve on the roadside where 
the greenhoods grow, in the A.P.M. bush, and even on our own property. 
I feel it is just lack of proper observation that we have not seen it 
before. How many other plants are we missing because they are simi-~ 
lar to plants we know ? 


S777... Bon Thompson eee 


BIRD OBSERVING” EN’ THE NORTHSEA Si! OF VICTORIA: by Mrs. E. 
Lyndon. 

The week between Christmas and New Yoar we spont with 
the Bird Observers Club, near Whorouly in the Ovens Mop 


We left thong a fow days early and came fag way of Yarra 
Glen to Yea, Mensficld, Tolmic and Whitficla, through cool green up— 
land bush where messed Rock Isotome filled the gutters and smothered 
the road banks with blue like Bluebells. — 


(Cont'd over se. 
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Birds in the North-east. (Cont'd 


Christmas dinner was enjoyed on the granite crag known 
as Power's Lookout, with distant views of many well known mountains 
from Buller, through Hotham to Feathertop and Painter right round to 
Mt. Buffalo just across the way. 


The sundried valleys below were patchworked with green 
tobacco fields and everywhere we saw and heard the birds. Two Wedge- 
tailed Eagles soared and banked around us. We saw very little traf- 
fic on these gravelled roads and it. wasn't until we descended to the 
new dam on the Buffalo River that we realised it was holiday time. 


The streams in these north-eastern valleys are flanked 
by very fertile silt flats, bounded by bleached hills cut with sev- 
erely eroded watercourses, now dry,. miniature grand canyons lined with 
Red Gums. . These provide nesting sites for Rainbow Birds and Pardor 
lotes, and Fairy Martins stick their bottle nests to the roofs of the 
undercut banks. The Sacred Kingfisher also tunnels here, Blue Wrens 
and Red-browed Finches live there. Trees of the Red Box association 
dot the hillsides and the beautiful White-browed Tele Swallows were 
busy about ‘these. 


Our camp was set up in a grove of shige Red Gums on the 
wide and stony Ovens River, and its waters were our salvation during 
the two or three hot days that followed. Birdlife abounded, and over 
a hundred keen observers combed the district from dawn until dusk. Hach 
evening they comparcd notes and soon over a hundred species wore listed, 
150 being the total by the weeks! end. 


Many birds were strangers to us, among them the Dollar 
Birds and White-winged Trillers, Zebra and Diamond Firetail Finches. 
Excursions to other localities showed heavy mortality on tho highways 
and undamaged specimens were often brought back for examination. Pret— 
ty little Red-backed Parrots fecd along the road edges and--do not rise 
until the cars are upon then. We picked one out from the grill of 
the unsuspecting owner's radiator in Wangaratta. 


; ‘Around our camp arca and across the river the irriga- 
tion sprays played on the tobacco and hop gardens all through the day- 


light hours, but rationing is practised on the rivers fall. Storm 
clouds bring little rain and tho crops are poor and yellowish. But 
the water attracts the birds and provides their food also. Many 


flocks of Ibis ranged the district, Nankeen Night Herons and Boobook 
Owls sheltered in the Willows during daylight. 


(Cont'd over ... 
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Birds in the North-cast. (Cont'd). 


The first week of the New Year found us alone again, 
this time by the Woolshed Creek out of Beechworth. This area is the 
Mecca of gem hunters and their tic-tacing can be heard up and down 
the creckbed as they break the stones. Our spot was private, how 
ever, to us and a pair of Rainbow Birds that are fecding young in a 
tunnel near the road. Most maddening of birds to photograph they 
will sit ‘for hours on a favourite high perch, holding food in their 
bills, determined to sit it out until we are gone. (Yes, they won }) 
How uncedgperative they are compared to nesting Pardclotes , who are ob— 
livious to all but the need to keep their children regularly fed. 
These trusting little fellows will come and sit on the camera. ( 


pie icre The country is gravelly and drought-stricken and hun- 
“(dreds of gaunt rabbits’ canter about, to the detriment of the hardy 


Ys flora. We are opposite the site of Woolshed village marked by a few 


burnt bedstcads and some orchard trees. The whole topography of tho 
creek environs has been eltered by the industry of those human rabbits 
of the gold rush days, who churned up the soil in the search for gold, 


The pretty pale Callistemon pallidus lines the stream 
Side, just past flowering, with Silver Wattle and a variety of massed 
green Eucalypts, Red and Long-leaf Box, Red Gum etce, some in blossom, 
support a multitude of birds and bees. We note that the Rainbow Birds 
catch the bees often and feed them to their young, thus justifying their 
other name of Boc Kater. Pardoalotes are most plentiful, feeding busi- 
ly amongst the leaves and calling their peculiar notes that sound to mo 
like the creaking of fairy waggon wheols. 


| - pas afternoon heat I sat quietly by a pool in the shade 
and watched R8ops roxatel ZO. In the small ripples that link pool to pool 
they drink and play. The finest of all are the Yellow-tuftod Honcyecat- 
ers, splendid in green and black and gold. With them come the Fuscous3 
the White-cared; the White-naped with their ruby eyes; the Brown—hcaded 
and the White-plumed that we know better as the Greenics. 


What unimaginative names we have given to these lovely 
birds. Surely we could invent something apt and easy for each if we 
_ tried. 
An observer has but to sit quietly and is soon accepted 
as part of the scene, save for inquisitive Pardolates, this scasons! crops 
who soon hang from the nearer twigs earnestly endeavouring to peer under 
ones hat brim. The Spotted Pardolote is the commonest one here. Rufous. 
Whistlers make the forest’ ring with smaller songs from the Speckled and 
White-throated Warblers and a very occasional Thrush. 


SEESES. Bllen Lyndon corsees 
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THE CABBAGE WHITE BUTTERFLY: by C.G.L. Gooding. 


Notes on the spread and colonization of the Cabbage 
White Butterfly Picris rapae from its homeland in me OD ee 


tt is always at this time of the year in particular 
that our thoughts, and attention are given to the 'Cabbage White! 
Butterfly and as to how and when it reached Australie. We will . 
begin with its spread westward from Hurope. 


It was about the year 1860 or a little carlior that it 
was first noted at Quebec in Canada, having arrived there presumably 
as larva or pupa in consignments of cebbages and cauliflowers, in 
ships trading from England and Europe to the Now World. In the 
year 1863 the butterfly was already common around Quebec and the 
outlying didtricts, and wes spreading rapidiy wherever cabbages, 
cauliflowers and Brussel sprouts were grown. 


By the year 1881 it had spread over most of the east- 
ern half of the continent, reaching from Hudson Bay to southern Tox- 
AS Tt must be remembered that at that period Pieris rapac had 
left behind in Europe 211 its natural eonemics and there was nothing 
to hinder or check its progress over vast areas of market gardening 
country of the eastern half of the United States of America. 


By 1885 it had reached Denver, having carlier reached 
the headwaters of the Missouri River. A fow years later it was in 
full possession of the cabbage and cauliflower ficlds from the At 
lantic to the Pacific Ocoans, and at that time. causing demage amount— 
ing to thousands of dollars. It was during the carly quarter of 
1915 that it was roported to have reached New Zealand, probably in 
the same mannor that it had arrived in Canada. — 


It was on November 27th. 1937 that I captured a female 
‘Cabbage White! Butterfly in the garden at my Stud Illawarra Short- 
horn Farm near Moe. ‘This was the first official record of the’ cap- 
ture of Picris.rapac in Australia. During the following months larva 
wore taken from my cabbages and cauliflowers and reared to maturity. 
A few months later some Melbourne University studonts Oa Sakae four 
specimens in the grounds of the University. 


Drought conditions were prevailing in Victobia in 1937 
and 1938 and large quantitics of cabbages and cauliflowers wore im 
ported from New Zealand. It is presumed that larva and pupa of the 
' Butterfly wore attached to the leaves of the vegetables and so in- 
troduced into Australia. 
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From these pupa a series of Cabbage White Butterflies were bred, 
the first ever raised from Australian stock. This serics, along 
with the original specimen, are preserved in my private coliection 
at Worragul. 


Now, in November 1967, just 30 years after the capture 
of that first fomale 'Cabbage White! it is no uncommon sight to sco 
clouds of white butterflics in the garden. This has prompted me to 
recall that lovely verse written by Jean Ingclow - and here it is: - 


'Let me smell the wild white rose, 
Smell the woodbine and the may; 
Mark, upon a sunny day, 

Sated from their blossoms rise, 
Honey-bees and butterflics. 


‘ I trust that my readers will find these notes on Picris 
rapae -— its spread and coloniztion half way around the world - inter— 
csting. 


—--- C.G.L. (Liewellyn) Gooding ---- 
Werragul F.N. Club. 


THE ABORIGINE AND WATURAL HISTORY; by David Frost. 


Although we may be very enthusiastic about the subject 
a and take advantage of overy opportunity to increase our knowledge of 
natural history, we can hardly expect to be as well informed about 
noture as the aboriginal inhabitant of the Australian continont. Nat- 
ure provided him and his family with food and shelter and all mater- 
ial needs, provided the inspiration for his culture and the basis of 
his well-regulated society. Almost every phase of his life and liv- 
ing was patterned upon what was learned from nature. 


Let us first consider him and his way of life and sce 
how necessary it was for him to be a professional field naturalist, 


The origin of his race is lost in time — his presonce 
cannot be any more satisfactorily explained than the existence of 
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marsupials and other forms of life ae Rint to this enciont land. 

We know that he has been here for at least 15,000 years and there 

- 4s no evidence to show that there has been any major change in the 
‘way thet he has lived during that time. 


The aborigine believes that Australia has always been 
his home. | His mythology - a surprisingly accurate and roliablo 
story of the race — supports this viewe~ He belioves in immortal- 
ity - on cternity of everlasting happiness - and places its locality 
among the heavenly bodies of which the elders of his people have a re- 
markable knowledge. 


Each family group is a member of a tribe, and each in- 
dividuaf member of a 'totem!, the symbol of which would be an animal, 
eee ae or bird. Each one A oe be required to have a perfect nnwloee 

tanding of the creature of his totem, no part of which could be caten 
or used in any way by those who were identified with it. In addition, 
2 system of-kin grouping provided a further link between members of 
the same kin and extended far boyond the country occupicd by the in- 
dividual tribes. 


Most of the life of an aborigine was spent as a family 
group wandering in search of food and usually camping in a place which 
“was well established on the itincrary. This was known as a ‘sit-down! 
place and tho aboriginal family would be at home until tho endless 
search for food would impel it to move on. 


Asa nomad he would need to know the time of the chang- 

ing seasons, where food and other necossery material was to be found;— 

nature provided for his his necds and so must be understood. So they 
wee the migrating paths of birds, the breeding grounds end fecding 
“places - where grow the trees and plants that helped to sustain thom 
and. the animals they hunted as a source of eee? During the breed— 
ing scason animals and birds would enjoy 2 measure of protection — this 
was not compassion but simply commonsense - if the food was not pormit— 
ted to regenerate then the supply would diminish. 


All this knowledge was as much 2 part of the aboriginal 
horitcge as was his tribal land - it would be passed from one genera— 
tion to tho next and each stage of initiation would ensure that he was 
fully informed and conversant with all that he was expected to know 
before that stage could be completed and the initiate prepared for fur- 
ther advancement. 
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At certain times of the year when a flower bloomed, 
birds nested or some other natural phenomena was observed, and the 
family group knew that it wes time to assemble for such tribal af- 
fairs as initiation and discussion by elders of the tribe on mat-— 
ters of sufficient importance to justify such a gathering. This ex 
plains why, at certain times, whatever his position or responsibil- 
ities, the aborigine will feel the urge to journcy to a place set a- 
side and known only to his tribe, to meet with his people, as they 
have done for centuries. Obeying this law with the same diligence 
as he docs 411 the laws of his people and of nature, he enjoys a 
Spiritual refreshment 2nd a binding of the tics that he can never 
completely free himself from. 


Here we have 2 people who have adjusted themselves to 
their environment - learned to live upon the natural resources of the. 
country — without exploitation or destruction of the material which 
sustains thom. Placed by the Creator in perfect harmony with nat— 
ure; in his allotted dwolling and destiny, the creature is seen pro= 
curing his necds, regulating his affairs of a social nature, and se- 
curing all the happiness of which his condition is capable. - 


_ As man secks change when he is not content or when his 
necds are inadequately met, we must assume that the aboriginal was 
completely satisfied with his way of life for it to continue un - 
changed for such a long period of time. Was this because he lived 
with nature ? —- which, serene and tranquil in its bountiful provis- 
ion of, for him, happiness and fulfilment has, because of our way of 
life, prevented us from attaining the samo state. 


=o D. Frost -—--- 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


YALLOURN. VICTORIA. 


‘ Dear Fellow Field Naturalists, 


General Meeting Friday 23rd. February 1968: This is to take 
the form of a talk entitled 'Wildflowers' by Miss Jean Galbraith, author, 
among other works of 'Wildfiowers of Victoria',.a revised edition is. now 
available at booksellers. 


Excursion Saturday 24th. February: It is understood that 
the February excursion will be announced at the General meeting. 


. Report of the meeting of the Bxecutive Committee on Monday 
5th. February {a7 baa TEE oa OMeEOTMSSEGel Grants 


Markers: Tt was decided to recommend to the Landscape 
Preservation Council of the National Trust of Victoria, that a uniform 
marker using 2 conventionalised grass-tree as a motif, be adopted to 
denote areas which have been or are recommended for preservation 


Natural History Classes: Arrangements have now been made 
for the commencement of Natural History classes at the Yallourn State 
School, probably towards the end of March. This has been confirmed in 
correspondence between the Director of Classes (Mr. Fox) of the Council 
of Adult Education for Victoria, and the Sccretary, L.V.F.N.Club. 


There is to be an introductory series of cight classes, for 
which those attonding will pay a total of $3 each. It is expected that 
advanced classes will then follow... Salarics of the qualified tutors 
will be paid by tho C.A.i.. ; 


; Members wishing to participate are asked to complete the form 
at the back of tho !Waturalist'! indicating the most suitable night in cach 
weck for them to attend. 


' Boola Boola Reserve; A public Meeting is to be called for 
the purpose of appointing a Committee of Management of three to control 
tho Boola Boola Resorve, and the Executive recommended the following mem- 
bers 5— ‘ 
Messrs. BE. Homann, F.B. Jones and T. Morctti. 


The time and place of the mevting will be advertised in the 
‘Latrobe Valloy Express'. : Bete! 
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Sia irild has survey of the Darlamurla Area; Mrs. Frankenberg, Sec- 
retary of the Mammal Survey Group of the Field Naturalists Club of Wic- 
toria, has advised that she is preparing a report, following a mammal 
survey of this arca, and that the report is cxpected to be published in 
the 'Victorian Naturalist! during the next few months, Tho bird and 
botanical lists prepared by Mr. Frank Jones and Mrs. Ellen Lyndon res- 
pectively are to be sent to Mrs. Frankcnborg for incorporation in the 
report. Negotiations for the craction of a rescrve at Darlamurla are 
procecding. 


Next Mcceting of tho Exccutive: This will be held at the 


home of iiss Nancy Rossiter at Railway Avenuc, Yallourn, at 7.30 pem. on 
Monday 4th. Merch. . é 


Annual General Meeting: Nominations for clection to the 
offices of Vice-President and Honorary Secretary, which become vacant 
through cffluxion of time, should be sent to the Secretary on the form 
provided in this issue, before the time of starting the Annual Genoral 


Meoting. ~ 

Wulgulmerang Camp-out: Because of a lack of time and 
space, it has been possible to publish part only of the botanical list 
of specics scen and identified at the Australia Day long weekend campout. 
The balance will be included in the March issuc, togothor with a list of 
birds identified by Mr. F.E. Jones. 


This excursion wes well attended and most successful. It 
was attended by representatives of at least five clubs, and apart from the 
ficld successes, was a valuable 'get-together' of onthusiasts from over a 
wide arca of Victoria. 


: Those of us who attended are grateful to Mr. Koith Rogers; 
host on his Rockbank Station, and very effective orgeniser and leader, who 
introduced some of us to the naturel wonders of his district, including the™ 
Pleistocene block streams ('rock rivers!) of iit. Wombargo, compz sed of 
rocks of rhyodacitc, and described quite rocently by Dr. J.A. Talent. 


Traralgon Ficld Naturalists Club doings: The Honorary Scc- 
retary of the Traralgon Club advises the following as events to come:= 


March General Mecting, Friday 15th. March. "Some Aspeots of 
; ese nae Geology". 

March ixcursion. Sunday 17th. March. Usual Place of 

ty Mecting. 
At the April Meeting Mrs. Ellen Lyndon will provide a talk on Porns) 
and the excursion will be to the Morwell Netional park, 
Mr. Stan Butler is oxpected to address the May meeting on the sub- 

ject of Hucelypts. 


G.@. Scanlan, 


Honorary Hditor, 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE POLLINATION OF TONGUE ORCHIDS: by 
Mis tw.BonwThompe Orisa imitates ances ace mem arcaEE Wace aoe ts 


: One morning - early - we noticed the ichneumon—fly on the 
snall Tongue Orchid (Crypftostylis leptochila) flowering in our garden. 
It is a very colorful insect with black abdomen, white spots down each 
“Side and a dark maroon tail. The wings are transparent, the reddish 
antennae are longer than the insect and very active. The head and thor 
ax are dark but the legs are an orange-red color, @iving the insect a 
bright color underneath. We have seen the insect resting on the 
leaves of pear trees. As Oliie wished to photograph the Orchid and the 
fly, we put a plastic bag over the orchid the night before and did not 
remove it until ready to photograph about 9.30 asme.s Within a few min- 
utes of removing the bag there were two insects around the flower. These 
were photographed. 


We then obtained permission to remove a plant of the large 
Tongue Orchid (Cryptostylis subulata) from a private property nearby and 
brought it homo. We were interested to see if the same insect would 
visit both of these orchids. We put plastic bags on both orchids and 
did not remove them until 10.30 Bem», but only one fly visited each of 
the two flowers, and was very wary. We repeated the experiment again 
the noxt morning but removed the bags at 9.15 a.m.. This time we were 
rewarded as within three minutos of removing the bags we had Cight flics 
on the lrage Tongue Ohid flower, and others on the small Tongue Orchid 
flower. They wore all over the tongue and most of them waited to ine 
sert their tails into the centre of the flowor. While in this position 
tho antennae wore extremely active and the insect stiffened into an arch, 
The flies varied in body length from 1/3rd" to 3 long, but wo could not 
see any other difference in thon. 


Within 15 minutes all the flics had gone and wo did not no- 
tice them thore again that day. | However, we have noticed one or two 
visiting the flowers in the oarly morning. Doos the insect only be- 
come active in the carly part of the day and rest during the hoat or 
does the flower only emit the attracting scent in the carliocr part of 
tho day ? Not one of us has observed a fly on tho flowors lator than 
about 10.15 a.m. unless the plastic bags have boon used. Yet the flow 
ers are in the sun until after midday, and arc not in tho sun in the care 
ly morning when we have often scen them visited. Each time the plastic 
bags were used the insects came upwind and the weuther on both days was 
vory similar. 


Scone Bon Thompson ---- 
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THE WULGULMERANG WEEK-END: by Miss N.7. Rossiter. 


On the weck-end during which the Glub members visited 
Rockbank Station at Wulgulmerang, the recorder of botanical specics 
wes kept busy making lists of plants identified by Miss Jean Galbraith 
and Mr. Keith Rogers. 


Over 220 species were named, excluding orchids end ferns, 
which were listed separately, and excluding also grasses and most other | 
familics of plants more lowly than the lily. 


About haif of the species listed were flowering, and of 
these half bolonged to the daisy family (Compositae). Of thoso flow 
ering the predominating specics wore: = the delightful Baeckea utilis 

/ (once gunniana), the Mountain Heath Myrtle with its small white 'teatrec! 
flowers, pink tinicd buds ond small fragrant loaves, Leptospormum grandi- | 
folium with large white blossoms and attractive brownish-red growing tips; 
the yellow Callistomon sicberi, and the white Epicras paludosa,swamp heath 
at the higher altitudes of Mt. Wombargo (5, 200", several varietiocs of 
blue bells including the charming little Wohlenbergia gracilonta’ 9 and tho 
poner? deeper coloured WY. vinciflora, the gay ycllow senecios. On the 

ond to Bald Hills, Helichrysum bractecatum, golden everlasting, the branch’ 
aA stems of which carry big, bright golden flowers, and Cassinia longi - 
folia, shining cassinia, with large creamy flower heads and dark green 
foliage. 


Smaller plants of special charm were; —- the dwarf pink - 
flowered brooklime, Gratiola peruviena ver. pumila, the swamo isoyxome, 
iI. fluviatilis, a creeping plant with white or pale purple flowers, the 
purple purple violet, V. betonicifolia, the flowers of which seomed bigger than 
the cultivated violet, ranunculus milani, 2 tiny bog plant with grocnish- 4 
white flowers, and perhaps the most decorative of all, the lovely ge ( 
ic plant, Nymphoides cronatum, wavy marsh flower, growing in Little Riy- 
er, its ycllow flowcrs 1" across with 3 - 7 fringed petals and a fringed 
crown arcund the stamens and its lrege, handsome nesturtium-like leaves 
green above and reddish beneath. 


At least seventeen different species of cucalypts were re- 
corded and it may be of interest to note the characteristics of some of 
them: - Growing along Little River we saw B. Gamphora, sallow—box,a 
smallish tree with a dark rough trunk end smooth darkish groy branches, 

_ broad egg-shaped leaves, often indented, 4 - 7 pointed buds in the umbel 
and small fruit with 3 or 4 valves slightly projecting. E. stollulata, 
black sallec, so named becausc of the star-like clustors of the numeorous 
crowded buds. It is smooth-barked but more or less rough barked to - 

wards the butt. The leaves have the same type of longitudinal veins as 
E. paucilflora or snow gum, but this gum also smouthbarked has no rough 
butt, and the buds are Toss crowded with blunter points, and in this 
arca the snow gum is often distinguished by ‘scribbles! on tho trunk. 
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pms Soa -. Jj] mannifera, white brittle gum, 2nother smooth barked 

tree with & lovely white trunk, patverned with grey, the bark powdery 
when rubbed. He Viminalis, H. rubide, and RE. dalrympliana are 
three ocucalypts growing in this area which are virtually indistin - 
guishable from cach other except for the juvenile leaves. All usually 
have three buds arrnaged with the peduneole in the form of a cross. Thoir 
fruits and adult leaves are also similar, variations within the spocics 
overlapping differences between them. However, EH. viminalis (manna 
gum) has narrow lanco-shaped lcaves (juvenile) while BE. rubide (candlo- 
bark) and E. dalrympliana both have broad, roundish ones, and between 
the latter two the only safe distinction is their colour, rubida being 
bluish groy and dalrympliona a SOLOS ercons 


Going north to the N.S.W. border the predominating spec- 
ics of Eucalypt scom was E. albens, white box. This is relatively casy 
to identify with its heavy bluigh-groy leaves and large buds and fruit, 
the buds boing covered with a whitish blocn. Other BRucalypts seen in 
this area wore the long loaf, apple and yelitow-boxes, red stringybark, 
common peppermint and bluc-leafed peppermint. Nearor the N.S.W. border 
the road vassces through 2 native pine forest, Callitris esLumcllaris, 
Murray Pine being the predominating specics. 


Several uncomuon plants require special mention: — Acacia 
siculiformis is found only in this area in Victoria. Tet is common on 
the Rockbank property - not a very attractive shrub with rather sparse 
sharp-pointed phyllodcs about an inch in length. A. kybean ensis is also 
restricted to this arow. Banksia canci, a patch of which cas inspectod 
by the varty on the way to Wombargo, was discovered by Mr. Bill Cane of 
Maffra about five yoars ago. It-has only just been described as a now 
spccicg in the last issue of the Melbourne Herbarium 'Muclleri'. 


A dwarf Trigger plant found by the party on Rocky Plains 
on the Sunday appears +o bo Stylidium linoarc, 2 new record for Victoria. 


On the homewerd journey from Wombargo we were taken by lir. 
Koith Rogers to sce a fow plants of the raro Thesium australis or aust— 
ral toad flax. This rather undistinguished littic plant has tiny white 
flowers and narrow yellowish loaves, but it treasured because of its rar— 
ity. 


A list of the specics of plants recorded is given on the 
following pages. .This is not a complete list and there are many omis- 
sions, but it may give some idea of the range and profusion of plants 
in this arca of far north-castern Gippsland. 
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List of Botanical Species Recorded in Wulgulmerang Aroa: 


excluding all families before Liliaceae except Podocarpaccac and Cup— 


Podocarpaceac. 
‘Podocarpus lawrencci. 
Cupressaceace 


Callitris columcllaris. 
Cie endlicheri. 


Liliceac,. 
Lomandra longifolia. 
Dianclla laevis. 

Ww tasmanica. 
Bulbine bulbosea. 
Anthropodium minus. 


Amaryllidaceac. 


Hypoxis hygrometrica.- 


Orchidaceae. (See separate report). 


Casuarinaccac. 
a2sguarina stricta. 
ProtEACHKAL. 


Porsoconia confertiflore. 
Benksia canci. 

H MALTEinete 

W chamaepence. 
Lomatia longifolia. 
Hakea microcarpa. 
Grevillea lanigera. 


Santaiace2ze. 
Bxocarpus stricta. 

i _nanuse | 

i cuppressiformis. 
Thesium 2ustrale. 
Choretrum lateriflornun. 
Loranthace2e. 
Amyema pendula. 
Polygonaceac. 
Rumex brownii. 
Polygonum lapathifolium. 


Mountain Plum Pine. 


Murray Pine. 
Black Pine. 


Tall mat-rush. 
Pale flax-lily. 
Tasman flax—lily. 
Bulbine lily. 

Pale Vanilla lily. 


Goldon weather glass. 


Drooping Sheoke. 


Clustered Gecbung. 


Silver Banksia. 
Dwarf Banksia 
Long leaf lomatia. 
small fruit hakea. 
Woolly Grevillca. 


Pale-fruit Beallart. 
Alpine Ballart. 

Chae pi Seyy  ptenitianeins oo 
Austrel toad—-flax. 
Dwerf sour—bush,. 


Drooping Mistlotoe, 


Native Dock. 
Pale knotweed. 


(Cont'd over se. 


 Dotrobe Valley Naturalist. 


ase) 
(Wulgulnerang — Botanical List -— Cont'd ...» 


Amarantaceac. 


Alternanthera denticulata. 


Portulacaceac. 


Portulaca oleracea. 


Caryophyllaceae. 


Stellaria pungens. 
" flaccida. 
Scleoranthus biflorus. 
Mt diander. 


Ranunculaceac.. 


Clematis aristata. 
i uh microphylla. . 
Renunculus. plebeus. 

" ' « Tapp2ccus. 

us aquatilis. 

[ee meee TIEN ae See 

Tee. filloari. 

" pimpernellifolius. 


Magnoliacoac, 


Drimys lanceolata. _ 
". Xerophylla. - 


Cruciferac. 

Rorippe dictysporma. 
Droseraccac, 
Drosera peltata. 
Crassulaceac. 


Crassula helmsii. 
Mt sieberiana. 


Pittosporaceac. 


Pittosporum bicolor. 


Rosaceac. x 
Acaena anscrinifolia. 


Rubus triphyllus. 
Mimosaceac. 


Acacia siculiformis. 
i falciformis. 
ui pravissima. 
it kybeanensis. 
" s dealbate. 


Issue No. 


O«. 


February 19638, 


Joyweed. 
Common Ourslanc, 


Prickly Starwort. 
Forest Starwort. 
Twin-flowered knawel. 
Tufted " 


Clematis. 


Small-loafed clematis. 


Hairy Buttercup. 

Common Buttercup. 
Water Buttercup. 

River Buttercup. 

Swamp Buttercup. 

Bog Buttercup. 


Mountain Pepper. 
Alpine Pepper. 


Forest Bitter-cress. 
Pale Sundow., 


Swamp Stonegrop. 
Austral Stonecrop. ~ 


Banyolle. 


Bidgee-widgee (burr). 
Wild Raspborry. 


om ee te 


Hickory Wattle. 
Ovens Wattle. 


et ee 


Sliver Wettle, 
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(Wulgulmerang - Botanical List - Cont'd. ... 
Mimosaccac. (Cont'd) 
Acacia verniciflua. Varnish Wattle. ~~~-~ 

i} pycnentha. Golden Wattle. 

i" a@moena. Boomerang Wattle. 

"  boorimani. Snowy River Wattle. ~ 

Lf molonoxylon. Blackwood. 

ul! peuci juggs. -———— 

ee CLt Di Cele Red-stem acacia. 


Papilionaccac. 
Mirbelia oxyloboides. 
Oxylobium alpestre. 
Davicsia latifolia. 

ui ulicifolia. 
Pultenaca. juniperine. 
Dillwynia prostrata. 
Desmodium varianse 
Lotus custralia. 

"  corniculatus. 
Platys$obium formosum, 
Bossiaca foliosa. 

" buxifolia,. 
Hovea hetcrophylia. 
Indigofera australia. 
Psoralea adscendens. 
Glycine clandcstina. 
Hardenbergia violacca. 


Gerianceace 

Geranium potentilioidcs. 
Linaceae. 

Linum marjinale. 
Rutaceaes 


phebalium lamprophyllun. 
Boronia nena. 


Polygalaceae. 
Comesperma retusum. 
Euphorbiaceac. 
Adriena glabrata. 
Stackhousiaceze. 
Svackhousia monogync. 
papindaceac. 


Dodenaca angustissima. 
cunoata. 


Mountain mirbclia. 
Mountain Segey-pca. 
Hop Butter—pea. 
Gorse Bittcr—-pea, © 
Prickly Bush-pea. 
Slender tic-trefoil. 
Austral trefoil. 
Bird's-foot Prefoil. 
Hendsome flat—pea, 
Loafy bossiaca. 
Common hovca. 
Indigo. 

Twining glycine. 
Purple Coral—poa. 


Wild flax. 


Shining phebaliun. 
Waxy boronia. 


Mountain milk-wort. 
Woolly Bittor-—bush. 
Oreamy stackhousia. 


Slender hop—bush. 
Giant hop-bush, 
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Rhamnaceac. 

Discaria pubescons. 

Pomaderris aspera. 
" Spe 


UE phylicifolia. 


Hlacocarpacoace 


Blecocarpus devrersareisecholopetalus. / 


Sterculiacoae. 


Storculia diversifolia. 


Dilleniaceae. 


Hibbertia linearis var. 
i) pendunculata. 
i sorpyllofolia. 


Kucryphiaceac. 
Hypericum japonica. 
iH ereamincume 


Violaccac. 


Viola hederacea. 

" betonicifolia. 
Hymenanthera dentata. 
Thymclacccaec. 


Pimelea axiflora. 
ligustrina . 
Le glauca. 

Myrtaccac. 


Kucalyptus camphora. 


i stellulata. . 
ipa pauciflora. 


" mannifera. 
Weguvre: ovata. 

i dives. 

We radiata. 

My viminalis. 


Mt dalrympiiana. 

Hi dologatensis. 

i! goniocalyx. 

" macrorrhyncha. 


Lilt albens. 


i melliodora. 
y bridgesiana. 
i cophalcarpa. 


ul obliqua. 


~ Wolgulmerang - Botanical List Cont'd ... 


TesucrNowp0. 


Austral Anchor-plent. 
Hazel pomaderris. 


Noarrow-loaf pomaderris. 


Suseeseone. Black olive— 
berry. 


Curra jong. 


Showy Guinoa-flower. 
Stalked Guinea—flower. 
Thymc-leaf Guinea-flower. 


Matted St. John's Wort.” 
Small St. John's Wort. 


Ivy-leaf Violct. 
Purple Violot. 
Tree Violet. 


Bootlace plant. 
Tall rice-flower. 
Smooth rice~flower. 


Saliow box. 

Black sallec. 

Snow gum. 

White brittlco—gum. 
Swamp Gume 

Blue peppermint. 
Common peppermint. 
Manna gum. 
Mountain gum. 
Woolly butt. 

Long leaf box. 
Red stringybark. 
White box. 

Yollow box. 

Apple box. 
Silver-leaf stringybark. 
Messmate. 


(The list will be concluded in the Merch issuc. ml.) 
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Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists Club. 


Nomination Form. 


Tt 2 financial member of the Club hereby 


LE, 


nominate 4 for the office of 


ands i 


the person nomin® tod 2gree to carry out the dutios of the position 
if elocted thereto. 
Signature of Proposer. 


Eee 


Signature of. Seconder / 


Signeture of person nominated 


Latrobe Valley TMield Naturalists Club. 


Classes in Natural History. 


: I am intcrested in attending the forthcoming classes in 
Neturel His#tory to be held at the Yallourn State School, and 
would regard the following nights, in order of preference, to be 
suiteble for me to attend. 


ik% Bo 
3. A. 
Bre 

(Signed) 


Adaress 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist. 


PRESIDENT : 


VICH-PRESIDENTS: 


SECRETARY : 
TREASURER: 
COMMITTEE s 


MEETINGS : 


EXCURSIONS : 


SUBSCRIPTIONS : 


The 'Latrobe 


. Yelley Natural- 


aist'.” 


are assured of a warm welcome. 


WARRAGUL FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


Mr. Jack Brooks; Box 120, WARRAGUL. 
Mr. Clive Fisher, Old Bona Yista Road, WARRAGUL. 
Me. Don Steele, Edinburgh Street, WARRAGUL» 
Mrs. Betty Steele, Edinburgh Street, WARRAGUL. 


All the above with: - i 
Mr. Dick Briggs, 59 Brandy Creek Road, WARRAGUL. 
Mr. Les Anderson, King Street, WARRAGUL. = 


General Meotings of members are held on the third 
Friday of each month in the Warragul State School 
(Albert Street). Mectings commence at 8 p.m. and 
members are invited to bring items of interest to 
share with those prescnt.. Friends and visitors 


Excursions are arranged wherever possible and, as 
a general rule, are two wecks after the General 
Mecting. As will be read claewhere members and. 
visitors are invited to join the excursions of 
the other Clubs in the erea. 


Annual subscriptions, which become due at tho end 
of February in each ycar are as follows:- 


Family. y1.50 
Singlc. yl.00 . 
Junior. 50c - (attending school). 


Financial members of the Club will receive a copy of 
this poriodical, and it will be appreciated if mem 
bers will support our sister Club by submitting 
contributions wherever possible. 


“Don Stecle. 
SECRETARY. 
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TRARALGON FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


TRARALGON. _VIOT. 


OFFICE-BEARERS : 
PRESIDENT : Mr. Geoff. Proudfoot, 25 Dunbar Road, Traralgon. 
VICE-PRESIDENT : Mr. Ge Valentine, 36 Chenhall Crescent, Traralgon. 
SEOREPARY/TREA SURER: Dr. D.W. Collins, 4 Charlies Street, Traralgon. 6 


EXCURSION LEADER & Mr. G. Marshall, Elliott Street, Traralgon. 
PUBLICITY OFFICER: 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: The above (temporarily). 
MEETINGS : 
General Meetings are held at the Grey Street State School on 
the second Friday in each month at 7.30 p.m. 
EXCURSIONS : 
For the first few months the oxcursions will be visits to 
local areas of interest, and will cater especially for members who are 


new to field naturalist work. 


Excursions are held on the Sunday following each monthly neotinf 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: 
$1.00 Single Membership. 
wl e50 Family Membership. 
2250 Junior Membership. 


The Latrobe Valley Naturalist will be posted to financial 
members of the Club;- for the first year of the Club members requiring 
'The Naturalist! will be required to pay 50c in addition to the above. 


D.W. Collins. 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS 
CLUB. Yallourn, 
VICTORIA. 


Office-Beerers 1967 — 1968. 


President: Mr. EH. Homann, 84 Hennessey St., Moe. 
Vice-BPresidentss Messrs. J. Peterson, F.E. Jones and G.T. Scanlan. 
Treasurers Mr. @. McHlroy, 35 Latrobe Street, Morwell. 


Excursion Secretary: Miss N. Rossiter, Railway Avenue, Yallourn. 
Publicity Officer: Mrs. Bon Thompson, Traralgon South. 
Hon. Hditor: Mr. G.T, Scanlan, L.V.C. Hospital, Yallourn. 


Hon. Secretary: Mr. S. Belgraver, 179. Lloyd Street, Moc. 


General Meetings. 
Are held at the Yallourn State School on the 4th. Friday of cach month, 
commencing at 7.30 pom. A programme of procecdings may be obtained 
from the Secretary. 
Excursions. 
These are in the nature of field days under competent leaders and are 

held, usually, on the Saturday following the general meeting. 
Visitors are welcome to both meetings and excursions. 


Subscriptions. 


Membership subscriptions beome due in March of cach year. The amount 
includes the cost of this publication, which is issued cach 


month. Subscriptions are as follows:— 
For adults: yl.00 
For familicss: 1250 
Juniors: : «10 


The tLatrobe Valley Neturalist' is the official publication of the Club. 
It can be issued only to financial members of the Club with some few cx 
ceptions under postal Regulations, 


The responsibility for matter printed in the ‘Naturalist! is generally 
with the contributors. Every reasonable efforts are made to ensure the 
accuracy of the matter printed herein. 


Contributions are invited from members, and others, on any aspect of 
Natural history which could bo considered of interest to the members 
of the Club. They should be addressed to; 


G.T. Scanlan, 
c/o L.V.0. Hospital, 
YALLOURN. VICT. 3838. 


le setter AT THE GENERAL POST ee spc aS 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


YALLOURN. VICTORIA. 


Dear Fellow Field Naturalists, 


Members are reminded in the notes by the Secretary (Mr. S. 
Belgraver) which follow, that the March mecting of members takes the 
form of the Photoflora '68 exhibition of coloured slides at the Mor 
well Town Hall. 


Report of the Excoutive meeting held on 4th. March 1968:by 
the Hon. Secretary. 2 


The general meeting to be held on Friday March 2end, will be 
the screening of Photoflora '68 at the Morwell Town Hall, starting at 
8 pom. Some 150 award winning and accepted colour slides of wildflow 
ers and native plants from Victoria and other States will be shown with 
& commentary. Tickets may be bought from members of the L.V.F.N.C.; the 
Traralgon F.N.C., and the Warragul F.N.C.. They are also being sold by 
local Camera Clubs. : 


Members are requested to return unsold tickets by mail to the 
Secretary not later than Monday 18th. March, as these will need +o be 
used at tho ticket box at the Town Hall on the night of the showing. 
Please do not send money — this will be collected at the next meeting — 
the annual meeting. 


Annual Mecting: The annual meeting will be held on Friday 
March 29th. at the Yallourn State School, at which the President will 
present the Annual Report, the Treasurer the Finencial Report, and Miss 
Kemp will inform members of the Carsticker project. 


ae. _ Through effluxion of time the positions of two Vice-presid- 
ents and Secretary become vacant,.and nominations for thosco positions 
should b@ in’ the hands of the Secretary not later than the Friday pre- 
ceding, March 22nd. Nominations, which must be in writing, should pro- 
ferably be made on the prescribed form, which is available from the Sec- 
retary » 


After the conclusion of the business of the Annual Meeting bird 
Slides will be shwon together with, it is hoped, a taped recording of the 
- Songs of the birds. CS mype 5 tse f eS ; ce 


i Annual Subscriptions: As the annual subscri tions are now dur, 
members.are urgently requested to pay them at the first opportunity, as 
postal regulations require that the Naturalist may be sent only to fin- 
ancial members of the Club. 


(Gontilidmovarnumsstete eter 
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‘.. (Executive Meeting Notes Cont'd). 


March Excursion: On Sunday March 3lst. the excursion 
will be to Sale to study the water birds. - After assembling at 1030 
aeme at Lake Guthridge, we will look for birds in the vicinity of 
and on the lake, while after lunch the party will visit the Sale 
Common. Mr. Frank Jones will lead the excursion. 


Natural History Classes: It was decided at the last 
goneral meeting to conduct the classes in natural history on Friday 
_ evenings, as apparently the most convenient mecting night for mem 
bers who intended to attend. The first lecture will be on Friday 
19th. April, and on cach Friday thereafter, except on the Friday of 
the L.V. F.N.C. general meeting nights. That means that there will 
not be a lectufe in the series of classes on the fourth Friday of 
each month. Further details may be obtained from the Hon. Sec 
retary. 


Hazelwood Arboretum: The Hazelwood Arboretum Sub-com 
mittee, consisting of members of the Morwell Horticultural Socicty, 
and of the L.V.F.N.C., met at the home of Mr. R.N. Auchterlonie to 
' consider the future work and planning for the Arboretum. I+ was de- 
cided to plant more trees, north of the road through the arboretun, 
during the autumn period, if sufficient rain falls to enable further 
planting to be made. 


Preservation of ‘Arcass: Four lists of arcas which it 
is considered should be safeguarded against destruction of the plants 
and wildflowers which they contain, have been received. Copies will 
be sent to appropriate authoritics. A suggestion was made that a 
survey should be conducted along the Mountain Hut Road of wildflower 
areas which are considered worthy of preservation, and Mr. Tom Mor- 
etti has been requested to discuss the matter with the Club. 


Tee eR ea 


(Honorary Secty) 


Nomenclature and the Wulgulmerang List of Botanical 

Species: Miss Jean Galbraith has pointed out some typographical 
and other errors which have crept into the list, the first part of 
it appearing in the February issue. These are perhaps not as great- 
ly important as the failure by the Editor to apply the International 
Rules for Botanical Nomenclature which require that'the initial let- 
ter of the generic name should be a capital, while the initial let— 
ter of the specieic name should be written as a-small.lotter. 


The usual convention for writing common names is that 
the initial letter of cach word should be capital except the second 
part of a hyphenated word." 


~---G.T,S.---— 


Ed. 
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A NOTE ON KELP FLIES: by Mrs. Ellen Lyndon. 


On our way home from the East Gippsland weekend with the 
Club we called in to have a look at Red Bluff on the coast a few miles 
east of Lakes Entrance. 


. Since reading Mr. Scanlan's description of the place, (News- 
letter April 1966), it has been on my list of localities worth visiting 
when in that area. And very interesting it proved, so much so that I 
hope to go again when opportunity offers, and spend much more time there - 
preferably in cooler weather. Fire had spoiled all the Beach featree. 
The beach itself was clean and beautiful and there were some pretty shells 
and sponges still flushed with colour lying along the tidemark. Among 
the pile of rocks at the foot of the Bluff were some ‘that were rich in mar 
ine fossils, probably of the Kalimnan series that are found at nearhy Jen- 
my's Pointe The real purpose of this note, however, is to record the 
swarming of certain flies in a cave-like recess in the sandstone at beach 
level. , 


The roof of this cave, which is situated at the point of the 
Bluff behind the rockfall, was one shimmering expanse of insects not un- 
like small house flies, not actually swarming like bees but packed side 
by side in an unbroken sheet. They rose in millions when disturbed. A 
sample was collected and forwarded to the National Museum for identifica- 
tion. The Curator of Insects, Mr. Neboiss, reports that they are Kelp 
Flies belonging to the genus Coolopa, of the family Phycodromidaec, 


The Kelp Flies breed in beach washed kelp (seaweed) and after 
emerging from pupae take shelter in coastal caves and rock crevices. Mr. 
Scanlan, in his article, mentions the quantity of kelp on the beach at 
the time of his visit. The larvae of these flies are most likely a pro— 
vision of nature to deal with the huge smelly banks of rotten seawecd 
that decorate so many of our beaches at this time of the year. I wish 
that I knew more about them. It is not cnough to merely know the iden 
tity of the things we are observing - actually, it is only @ beginning. 


---— Ellen Lyndon mae 
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(ifulgu lmerang - 27/1/68 to 29/1/68) 


List of Botanical Species Recorded (2)... 


Myrtaceae. 
Leptospermum grandifolium. 
i! ericoides. 
Uy myrtifoliun. - 
i juniperinun. 
Callistemon sieberi. 
ut Pallidus. 
Baeckea utilis. 
Qnagraceae. 
Epilobium junceum. 
i pallidiflorun. 


Haloragidaceae. 


Haloragis tetragyna. 
ih tucrinoides. 


Araliaceae. 


Tieghemopanax sambucifolius. 


~ Umbelliferae. 


Hydrocotyle pendunculata. 
Oreolhyrrhis vulgaris. spe 
iH eriopoda. 
Aciphylla  simplicifolia. 

Trachymene humilis. 
Oschartzia cuneifolia. 
Seseli harveyanun. 


Epacridaceae. 
Lissanthe strigosa. 
Epacris microphylla. 
" serpyllifolia. 
if paludosa. 
a breviflora. 
Acrotriche prostrata. 
iM aerrukata. 
Leucopogon pilibundis. 
uu gelidus. 
Brachyloma daphnoides. 


Burgan. 
Myrtle Tea—tree. 
Manuka . 


Alpine Bottle-brush. 
Lemon Bottle—brush. 


Mountain Baeckea. 


Hairy Willow-herb. 
Showy Willow-herb. 


Poverty Raspwort. 
Germanda Raspwort. 


Hlderberry Panax. 


Common Pennywort. 
Cushion Carraway. 
Carraway o 

Alpine Achyll. 
Alpine Didiscus. 
Wedge-leaf Azorella. 
Alpine Sesely. 


Peach Heath. 
Coral Heath. 
Thyme Heath. 
Swamp Heath. 
Short-flowered Heath. 
Trailing Ground 
Honey—pots. 
Beard Heath spe 

" " Sp. 
Daphne Heath. 


(Cont'd over see 


‘Latrobe Valley Naturalist. im Tssue Nov Bilt 


(5) March 1966. 
(Wulgulmerang Botanical List Cont'd). 


Oleacede. 


Notelaea holopetalons. 


Gentianaceae. 


Gentianella diemensis. 
Erythraea centaurian. 
Nymphoides crenatum. 


Verbenaceae. 


Verbena officinalis. 


Labiatae. 


A juga australis. 


Prostanthera phylicifolia. 


" lasianthos. 
Prunella vulgaris. 


scrophulariaceae. 


Gratiola peruviana. 


Ht J var. pumila. 


Veronica perfoliata. 
ut derwentia. 
ui gracilis. 


Lentibulariaceae. 


Utricularia dichotoma. 


Rubiaceae. 


Coprosma hirtella,. 
Asperula minima. 
i gunnii. 


Caprifoliaceae. 


Sambucus gaudichaudiana. 


Campanulaceae, 
Wahlenbergia bicolor. 
i consimilis. 
tt gracilenta. 


Lobeliaceae. 


Lobelia alata. 
" gibbosa. 
Pratia pendunculata. 


Mock Olive. 


Mount@in Gentian. 
Common Gentian. 
Wavy Marsh-flower. 


Common Verbena. 


Bugle. 

Spike Mint-—bush. 
Christmas Bush. 
Self—heal. 


Brooklime. 


Diggers Speedwell. 
Derwent Speedwell. 
Slender Speedwell. 


Fairies Aprons. 


Rough Coprosma. 
Moss Woodruff. 
Mountain Woodruff. 


White Elderberry. 


t 


Bluebell sp. 
" Spe 


Angled Lobelia. 
Tall Lobelia. 
Trailing Pratia. 
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Goodeniaceae. . (6) 


Goodenia hederacea var alpina. 
J} lanata. 
Velleia montana. 


Stylidiaceae. 
Stylidium graminifoliun. 
DN ig liniere. 


Compositae. 
Lagenophora. huegelii. 
Lt stipitata. 
Brachycome scapigera. 
iW stricta. 
ui graminea. 
W cardiocarpa var. alpina. 
I rigidula. 


Olearia erubescens. 
" myrsinoides. 
Wy Vara tars 
" alpicola. 
" phlogopappa. 
" argophylla. 
"glandulosa. 


Gnaphalium. luteo-album. 
it umbricola. 


Helichrysum rutidolepis. 
i semipapposum. 
ut thyrsoideunm. 
" bracteatun. 
W cuneifoliun. 
" acuminatumn 
" rosmarinifolium. 
ut leucopsidiun. 
" obcordatum. 


Craspedia uniflora. 
Cotula reptans. 


Senecio lautus. 
" quadridentatus. 
" prenanthoides. 
" linearifolius. 
" velleoides. 
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Ivy Goodenia.. 
Trailing Goodenia. 
Mountain Velleia. 


Grass Trigger-plant. 
Dwarf Trigger—plant. 


Coarse Bottle-daisy. 
Blue Bottle-daisy. 
Tufted Daisy. 

Erect Daisy. 

Grass Daisy. 

Swamp Daisy. 


Blush Daisy—bush. 
Silky Daisy-bush. 
Snow Daisy—bush. 
Alpine Daisy—bush. 


Musk Daisy—bush. 


' Swamp Daisy—bush. 


Jersey Cudweed. 


Pale Everlasting. 
Clustered Everlasting. 
Cascade Everlasting. 
Golden Everlasting. 


Alpine Everlasting. 
Rosemary Everlasting. 
Satin Everlasting. 
Grey Iverlasting. 


Billy Button. 
Alpine Cotula. 


Variable Groundsel. 


‘Fireweed Grounisel. 


Forest Groundsel. 


(Cont'd over cone 


( 
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(Wulgulmerang Botanical List Cont'd). 
Bedfordia salicina. Blanket leaf, 
Cymbonotus lawsonianus. Austral Beardear, 
Podolepis longipedata. Long Podolepis. 

eave oo: robusta. - 
Leptorhynchus squamatus. scaly Button. 
Microseris lanceolata. : Yan. 
Celmisia longifolia. Silver Daisy. 
Centipeda cunninghamii. Common Sneezeweéd. 


Fern List for the Wulgulmerang Area. 


Pteridophyta. Ferns and Fernlike. Plants: — 


Dicksonia antarctica. Soft Treefern, 
Cyathea australia. Rough Treefern. 
Blechnum procerun. Hard Water—fern. 

" nudum. Fishbone Water—fern. 

, minus. soft Water-fern. 

j fluviatile. Ray Water-fern. 

Ul penna-marine. Alpine Water-—fern. 
Adiantum aethiopicum. Common Maidenhair. 
Aspleniun flabellifolium. Wecklace Fern. 
Pteris tremula. Tender Brake. 
Pteridium csculentun. Common Bracken. 
Polystichun proliferum. Mother Shield-fern. 
Isoetes humilior. : Rock Quiliwort. In rock 


crevices in Little River 
below homestead. 


Fungi of the Wombargo Area; by Mrs. Ellen Lyndon. 


This is not the season to expect much in the way of Fungi 
but half a dozen kinds were seen during the weekend's touring at Won 
bargo. Hygrophorus miniatus was unexpected; an inhabitant of wet 
and mssoy places it is a brilliantly red grilled toadstool, quite tiny. 
Strobilomyces amaniceps is a laregr and a plainer one, but unusual for 
its pored or tubed undersurface and very rough crackke pattern skin 
on the cap. We had this one determined at the National Herbarium 
some years ago after collecting it at Darlimurla. It had something 
in common with the huge pinkish Boletus species that we picked up along 
the river near the camp. 
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(Fungi - Wombargo Arca come 


In 2 damp spot ane eal on our walk up “the mountain there 
were colonies of snowy white puffballs. These are members of the Gas- 
teromycetac or Stomach Fungi, of which Australia is particularly rich 
in species, over 60 of them recorded for Victoria alone. High in the 
gum trees were seen the big white hoof-shaped growths of Polyporu revs) Ns 

ortentosus, the White Punk, a common cause of heart rot in Bucalypts. 
Low on the trunks. there were the wide perennial brackets, hard as wood 
and marked with annual rings of growth like wood, of Fomes setulosus. 
It is also a wood destroyer.. The fresh growing edge of the fungi is 
amass of minute pores, like brown velvet. 


mde 


(Bs Lyndon s+++ 


List of Birds Seen In the Wul amore NSIS by FE. Jones. 
In the vernacular onl = 


Spurwing Plover. Brown Thornbill. 

Snipe. Striated Thornbill. 

White-faced Heron. Yellow-tailed Thornbill. 

Black Duck. White-browed Scrub-—wren. 
- Australian Goshawk. Superb Blue Wren. 

Wedge-tailed Hegle. Dusky Wood-swallow. 

Nankeen Kestrel. White-throated Tree-creeper. 

Gang-gang Cockatoo. Red-browed Tree-creeper. 

Galah. Spotted Pardalote. 

Crimson Rosella. kastern Striated Bee ileethey 

Eastern Rosella. White-naped Honey-eater. 

Kookaburra . Fuscus Honey—cater. 

Fantaited Cuckoo. Yellow-faced Honeoy—cater. 

Brush Cuckoo. _ White-ecared Honey~cater. 

Grey Fantail. Crescent Honey—cater. 

Satin Flycatcher. Kastern Spincbill. 

Flame Robin. Red Wattlo—bird. 

Yellow Robin. Pipit. 

Golden Whistler. Raven. 

Rufous Whistler. White-winged Chough. 

Grey Shrike-thrush. ' Pied Currawong.: cs 

Magpie-lark. Grey Butcher—bird. 


Whitec-backed Magic. 


(BBS Jones see. 
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Molalcucas from Seed: by R.N. (Bob) Auchterlonie. 


Australian native plants are not alweys easy to raise 
fron secd. A plant found in flower in the bush may not have any 
seed ripe cnough to collect, and a later visit at the ostimated time 
of maturity may find it all shed. Seed may be obtained however, and 
suhscquently found difficult to germinate and grow on. 


The genus Melalcuca — Paperbarks or Honey Myrtles — pro— 
vides a welcome exception to these difficulties, for two reasons. 
Firstly, ripe seed is available for the taking at any time through- 
out the yoar, and secondly, by following the simple procedure here 
described, gormination is both easy and certain. 


. The melaleucas comprise roughly one hundred species, 
from small shrubs to medium size trees, and their flowers embraco a 
wide range of colours from white through cream, yellow, red, pink, 
mauve and lilac. They do not shed their seed annually when ripe, as 
do most plants. The capsules containing it remain “in a sappy condi- 
tion, and tightly closed so long as the parent plant remains alive and 
healthy. They remain firmly attached to the branch year after year, 
their sap circulation apparently keeping the sceds viable and the - 
valves tightly closed. An old plant in a healthy state will thus be 
carrying seed of all ages up to ten, or even twenty years, the older 
capsules sometines becoming embedded in, and almost over-grown by the 
enlarging branches. Only when forcibly removed, or when the plant 
or branch dics will the capsules open and release their seed. So the 
seed collector can gather a few capsules at any time of the year. 
These, when placcd in a warm, dry place, will open after a week or 
so, releasing their sced. — 


Germination is oasily brought about in the wermer months 
of the year by the saturation method, This calls for two receptacles, 
a smaller one, say a 4" flower pot containing suitable soil in which to 
sow tho seed, and a larger watertight one containing water, in which 


the smaller pot is stood. Cement or tin cans should be avoided, 
as thoy contaminate the water with alkeli or rust; any plastic or glass | 
vessel of suitable size will serve. Seed is sown thinly, and covered 


with the merest sprinkling of fine sand. The seed pot is then stood 
in the larger vessel of water, and the water level adjusted to about 1" 
below the surface of the soil in the pot. A’ sheet of glass placed on. 
top completes the set-up. Water enters the seed pot through the 
drainage holes, saturates it, and shows freely at the surface of the 
soil. The assembly is placed out in the open, but shaded from the 
fierce summer sun, which could 'cook! the contents. Soil and secd 
remain saturated until germination takes place, which will be in about 
ton days in summer. 


This procedure may seem like-rank heresy to the old school 
of gardeners, as it cuts right across the long-accepted rule of sowing 
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seeds in well-drained soil, and kecping just moist, but it assurcdly 
works with mclaleucas. The writer has used it successfully with MM. 
styphelioides, linariifolia, armillaris, hypericifolia, lateritia and 
neophila; also with members of related genera Callistemon and Lepto- 
spermum. The secd of most of these species is extremely fine, but 
has a high. germhnation percentage, and under this method cvery viable 
seed will grow, resulting in a thicket of Bor ST HES unless care is tak 
en ve sow thinly. 


When germination is complete, the glass can be gradually 
left off, the water level gradually reduced, and normal methods follow 
ed of pricking off into tubos or tins for growing on. 


Several of the Melalcucas are worthy of wider use for _ ( 
hedges, breakwinds and specimen treos. M. linariifolia compares more 
than favourably with the exotic Cupressus lambertiana for every purpose 
for which the latter is so widely used. it has a soft, pleasing ap- 
pearance, can be trimmed hard, or left to grow naturally, when it pro- 
duces spectacular white flowers in summer, it withstands extromes of 
wetness and drought, is less inflammable, and, morcover, is Australian. 


et Bob Auchterlonic —— 


Warragul Ficld Naturalists Club: Notes, by the Publicity 
Officer, Mr. Chas. Hill. 


At a recent mecting of the Committce guito a lot of time 
zat thought went into arranging a suitable program for tho ensuing year. — 
It was decided to devote eet month to a particular subject as follows;- 


196 ° 
April. Geology. November.. Native Daisics. 
May. Eucalypts. if December. Entomology. 
June. Fungi. 1969. 
July. Rivers. January . Reptiles. 
August. Acacias. February. Artifacts. 
September. ‘Birds. 
Octobor. Ferns. (Native). 


Members will be requested to study and loarn as much as 
possible about the particular subject for the month and at the follow 
ing mecting to pool our knowledge and by that means hope to learn a 
little from cach other. A guest speaker would be also arranged 
for each alternate mecting starting with April, when a talk on 'Gem- 
stones! by a very knowledgeable speaker will be presented. The other 
meetings will be members' nights. Decided also to obtain suitable 
films for showing through the ycars.- The Maréh meeting will be a men- 
bers EHEC Let us have a isola attendance to start off the new year | 
eis Pave —— Chas Hil — 8 
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WARRACUL FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


1968 —- 1969. 


OFFICERS. 
President: Mrs. D. Algie, NHERIM SOUTH. 
Vice-Pres- Mrs. AR. Jencke, Westernport Road, DROUIN SOUTH. 
idents: Mr. Dick Briggs, 59. Brandy Croek Rd. WARRAGUL. | 
Seoretary: and Mr. Jack Brooks, Box 120, WARRAGUL. | 
TREASURER: ' 
Committee: All the above with:- 


Mr. Don Steele, Hdinburgh St., WARRAGUL. 
Mr. Chas. Hill, 54 Brandy Creek Rd., WARRAGUL.. 


Latrobe Val— 

ley Netural- 

ist: Will members pleasé note that the 'Latrobe Valley 
Naturalist'is their only means of knowing when 
Club meetings are to be held. 


A Reminders 


Mectings: General meetings of menbers; 
The third Friday in coach month at 8 p.m.. 
Place: The Warragul (Albert St.) State School. 
Friends and visitors are assured of a warm wel 
COME. 
Excursions: Arranged, 2s possible and usually two weeks after 
the general meeting for the month. 


Warragul members are invited also to join the ex- 
cursions of associated Clubs. 


Subscriptions: Annual sybscriptions become due at the end cf Feb- 
ruary in cach year and are:— 
Family. $1.50 
Single. %1.00 
Junior (Attending School) 50c. 


Jack Brooks. 


Secretary & Treasurer. 
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TRARALGON FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


TRARALGON. Vict. 


OFFICE-BEARERS : 
PRESIDENT : Mr. Geoff. Proudfoot, 25 Dunbar Road, Traralgon. 
VICE-PRESIDENT : lir. G. Valentine, 36 Chenhall Crescent, Traralgon. 


SECRHPARY/TREASURER: Dr. D.W. Collins, 4 Charlies Street, Traralgon. 


EXCURSION LEADER & Mr. G. Marshall, Elliott Street, Traralgon. 
PUBLICITY OFFICER: 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: The above (temporerily). 


MEETINGS : 
General Meetings are held at the Grey Street State School on 
the second Friday in each month at 7.30 p.m.. 
_ EXCURSIONS: 
For the first few months the excursions will be visits to 


-local areas of interest, and will cater especially for members who are 
new to field naturalist work. 


’ 


Excursions are held on the Sunday following each monthly nec 


SUBSCRIPTIONS : 
$1.00 Single Membership. 
wle50 Family Membership. 
°25¢ Junior Nembership. 


The Latrobe Valley Naturalist will be posted to financial 
members of the Club;- for the first year of the Club membergs requiring 
'The Naturalist! will be required to pay 50c in addition to the above. 


G 


[> 


ATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS 
CLUB. Yallourn, 
VICTORIA. 


Office-Bearers 1967 -— 1968. 


President: Mr. BE. Homann, 84 Hennessey St., Moe. 
Vice-Dresidents: Messrs. J. Peterson, F.E. Jones and G.T. Scanlan. 
Treasurers Mr. E. McRlroy, 35 Latrobe Street, Morwell. 
Excursion Secretary: Miss N. Rossiter, Railway Avenue, Yallourn. 
Publicity Officer: Mrs. Bon Thompson, Traralgon South. 

Hon. Hditor: Mr. G.T, Scanlan, L.V.C. Hospital, Yallourn. 


Hon. Secretary; Mr. S. Belgraver, 179. Lioyd Street, Moe. 


General Meetings. 
Are held at the Yallourn State School on the 4th. Friday of cach month, 


commencing at 7.30 poem A programme of procecdings may be obtained 
from the Secretary. 


Excursions. 
These are in the nature of field days under competent leaders and are 


held, usually, on the Saturday following the general meeting. 
Visitors are welcome to both meetings and excursions. 


Subscriptions. 


Membership subscriptions beome due in March of cach year. The omount 
includes the cost of this publication, which is issued cach 


month. Subscriptions ore as follows:— 
For adults: ~l.00 
For familicss: 1250 


Juniors: jlo) 


The !Latrobe Valley Naturalist! is the official publication of the Club, 
It can be issued only to financial members of the Club with some few cx 
ceptions under postal Regulations, 


The responsibility for matter printed in the ‘Naturalist! is generally 
with the’contributors. Every reasonable efforts are made to ensure the 
accuracy of the matter printed herein. 


Contributions are invited from members, and others, on any aspect of 
Natural history which could be considered of interest to the members 
of the Club. They should be addressed to: 


Gals Scanlan, 
c/o L.V.C. Hospital, 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


YALLOURN, VICTORIA. 


Dear Fellow Field Naturalists, 


General meeting Friday 26th. April: This is to include 
a talk entitled 'Hcology - Water Environment' by Mr. D. Chalmers. 


Excursion for April: This was to have foliowed the gen- 
eral meeting talk by Mr. Chalmers referred to above, on the following 
day, but the Excursion Secretary, Miss N.T. Rossiter has provided the 
altered arrangements for the followup as; 


Because Mr. Chalmers, who is giving the talk on 'lcology - 
Water Hnvironment' to the Club on April 26th, will not be available to 
lead the 'follow-up' excursion on Saturday April 27th. this has had to 
be postponed and will now take place on Sunday May 5th. 


Owing to the prolonged dry weather Mr. Chalmers cannot at 
this stage tell us where he will be taking members to study water en- 
vironment, but has asked that they will meet him at Lake Gutheridge, 


sale, at 10.30 am. on Sunday May 5th. 


It is hoped that members of the Sale Club will be able to 
join us on this excursion. 


Serer N ° av ° R . Paso, 


Report of the Executive Committee Meeting held Monday Ist. 


April at the home of Mr. ' Mrs. 0. Thompson, Traralgon South: 
Appointment of Committee of Management Boola Boola Reserve: 


President H. Homann reported that at the Public Meeting held on 25th. 
March the following were nominated and duly elected members of the Com 
mittee to manage the Reserves-— ' 


Messrs. H.H. Homann, F.H. Jones and T. Moretti. 


Victorian Koala Count: On Monday 22nd. April, pupils of 
grades 4. 5. and 6 of the State schools of Victoria and, it is hoped, 
pupils of private schools in this district, are to assist in taking a 
count of Koalas. The result will be awaited with great interest. 


Natural History Classes; It was reported that the classes 
in natural history, which have been arranged in collaboration with the 
Council of Adult Education, will commence on Friday 19th. April, at the 
Yallourn State School. The first of the eight introductory classes 
will be given by Astronomical Society member Mr. K.H. Bryant, his subject 
being entitled 'Our place in Space!'. 


(Cont'd over ... 
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The principal tutor for the classes is Mr. D.G. Chalmers, 
66 Church Street, Yallourn, and of the Yallourn High School. The 
Secretary is Mr. K.H. Bryant, 20 Hillside, Yallourn, and Pharmacist 
Menager of the Yallourn Friendly Society. Enquiries should be made 
to Mr. Bryant. 


Membership Subscription Increases: The Executive was in- 


structed by members at the Annual General lMeeting to consider an in- 

crease in membership fees to cover, principally, the cost of publish-— 
ing the 'Naturalist!. As from the lst. April 1968, therefore, sub- 
scriptions will be as follows: 


Single Members. $1.50 per year. 
Families. 2.00 " " 


Members of associated F.N. Clubs receiving the 'Naturalist! 


will be asked to pay 91.00 a year or 10c. for a single copy. 


It is necessary to again remind members that the 'Natural— 
ist! can be posted only to members who are financial. The prompt pay- 
ment of subscriptions will also assist the Treasurer to meet Club com 


mitments. 


Se SS SS ee eS 


ORCHIDS OF THE WULGULMERANG AREA; by J. Beterson. 


Sighted during the excursion 27th., 28th., and 29th. Jany. 68+ 


Eriochilus cucullatus 
Pterostylis:alpina. 
" decurva 
Puorseiy lam odoratum (?). 
spe unidentified. 
Gastrodia sesamoides 
Microtis oblonga — 


The abnormally dry season had its effects on the orchids -as 
can be seen by the following list of sdditional orchids seen in January 


1967 at the same places visited by the 1968 excursion:- 


Thelymitra cyanea (?) EK _ Caladenia pallida 
" ixioides . met Spiculaea huntiana 
Pterostylis falcata Dipodium punctatun . 
" obtura : 
Prasophyllum nigricans 


ik gracile 


€ 
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WEEKEND AT WILSON'S PROMONTORY: 4TH. -— om November Et: 
by. Miss Betty Kempe 


This is a very belated Shauet of the Wilson's .Promontory 
weekend, for which the writer apologises' and trusts that it will at 
least bring back some happy memories for those who attended and release 
this excursion” » BEI the. limbo (of a 'lost weekend!'. 


‘Our camp-out at the Prom, tented Arch coniaharcils with 
early mist, than a beautiful sunny day with a cool wind. We were a 
cozy. little group of about a dozen caravans and tents camped under the 
tea-tree at Tidal River. Mrs. Lyndon, our leader, and Mr. Lyndon had 


settled in the previous day and they were already on an excursion to 
the rubbish tip area at the foot of Mt. Oberon by the time of the writ- 


ce) ee ver. on the Saturday morning. 


Here the experts had recognised many species” of Pienice 
Several varieties of yellow Guinea Flowers with their five notched 
petals were seen, as well as Mauve Daisies (Olearia ciliata), and there 
was plenty of small Tea-tree, the Silky Tea-tree with round white 5-pet— 
alled flowers pink tinged (Leptospermum myrsinoides). -In the swampy 
areas were Forked Sundews (Drosera binata) and Coral Fern, especially 
the pouched variety (Gleichenia circinnata) which is sometimes called 
Umbrella Fern (G. microphylla) as it is difficult to tell them apart. 
Here also were Xyris (the old name for’ Iris) operculata, the Tail Yol- 


low-eye with its single nright yellow Iris flower of three petals em- 


erging from a bowl of brown bracts, and blue and purple Flags — Pater- 
sonia with short-stemmed flowers and rounded rush-like leaves, P. glab- 


rata with clear light.blue flowers (found only on the Promontory), Pe 


fragilis (Short ‘Purple-flag), and P. longiscapa with punpre flowers 
very tall above broad leaves. | 


There were good examples of Liverwort (Marchantia poly- 


morpha) and many Milkmaids (Burchardia umbcellata) with their six sharp 


white petals; also very small white Ricc-flowers (Pimelia humilis), and 
Red Correa reflexa. . Among the Peas were two kinds of Dillwynia - short 
and bushy. - Showy Parrot Poa (D.- soricca) with flowers in the leaf axils, 
and Red Parrot Pea (De hispida) with flowers grouped on long slender 
stalks; Pale Wedge Pea (Gompholobium hueglii) ; Leafless Globe Pea (Sphaecr— 
olobium vimineum) with rush-like stems; Purple Swainson-pca (Swainsona 
lessertifolia), very common on sand; Large-leaf Bush Pea (Pultenea daph- 
noides) with leaves onding in a pointed spike; Aotus villosa, a ycllow 
pea shrub, and the ground-hugging red Running Postman (Konnedya pros— 
trata). 


sates the climbers were the Love Creeper (Comesperma vol- 


re ubile) running along. the bracken with its racomes of blue flowers, and 


the Common Appleberry with its yellowish bells. “In the heathlands, 
another bluc racomed flowor, the Blue-spike Milkwort (Comesperma caly- 
moga) stood tall and straight. The Everlasting Daisics were represented 


by the large yellow Curly Everlasting (Helichrysum scorpioides), and the 
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“small white nany=flowéred H. Obtiisifolium, and the” Daisy—bushes by the 
Starry Daisy-bush (Olcaria selene) with its coarse toothed dark grecn 
leaves white feltcd underneath. . Here and there were the colourful Pur- 
plo Groundsel (Senecio clogans), an introduction from South Africa, the 
tall white spikes of the 'Scented Candles! .(Stackhousia monogyna), and 
the tiny four-petalled ycllow-orange flowers of the Australian St. John's 
Wort (Hypericum gramincum). In the swampy parts were the mauvce-flowered 
‘Swamp Mazus (Mazus pumilis) with its rosettes of wavy-cdgod oblong lcavos, 
and graceful Tasscl Cord-rush (Restio tetraphyllus). 


A broak for lunch, then off to Lilly Pilly Gully. At the 
entrance to the gully track we were greeted by more Silky Tea-tree and 
the sickly sweet scent of Kunzca ambigua blossom which lined the track. 

- Combined with the flowering Coastal Tea-tree, they made a pretty forc- 
ground to the wonderful view across the valley to Mt. Oberon and the 
mountains further cast. Here also were small white Everlastings and 

stunted Brown Stringy Bark (Eucalyptus bacteri) whose interesting look- 
ing fruit had a red—ringed centre which rose in peaks. Along the track 

_ were Banksias (marginata), spiky Silky Hakeas with purple and green fruits 

shaped like stomachs, and Hakea ulicina with its lone flat narrow lcaves. 

Red Correa reflexa, pink Tetratheca and yellow Hibbertia and Aotus vil- 

losa provided splashes of colour. 


Further along the track, as the bush grew taller on cithor 
side we saw our first Lillypilly (Acmena smithii), the furthest west it 
grows in Victoria. Tall Hop Goodenia (G. ovata) climbed up through the 
bush, while the graceful slender Forest Starwort (Stellaria flaccida) 
trailed its small white stars at a lower level. © Here also were the 
Austral Mulberry (Hedycarya angustifolia), tall growing Large-lcaf Bush 
Pea and taller prickly Manuka (Leptospermum juniperinum). At one stage 
Swamp Paperbarks (Mclalcuca cricifolia) took over, while here and there 
_ the yellow catkins of tall fine-leaved Acacias (A vorticillata ?) car- 

_ peted the track. ¢ 


' Gradually the vegetation became more lush, with more Lil- 
y= pile interspersed with the Blanket-leaf Tree (Bedfordia salicina) 
and Hazel pomaderris (P. aspera) with its tiny Mignonette-like flowers 
~- and blanket-like leaves. These made a fine sight in combination, os- 
pecially with the beautiful Clomatis (Cc. aristate) spreading its white 
flowers and soft feathery sceds through them. Here also @ Wonga Vine 
(Pandorea pandorana) climbed by the side of the track, and thore were 
small and taller bushes of the Prickly Currant—bush (Cprosma quadrifida) 
which later would carry many tiny red. berries. Evidence of bush fires 
was around us in fallen giants and huge burned stumps. 


A Spider Orchid (Caladenia tessclata ?), red-tongued and 
with clubbed sepals, claimed our attention and, further on, a Pink Fin- 
gor Orchid (Caladenia carnca). Now Hibbertia dentata spread long gracc- 
ful stems, showing off its ones flowers of five dentated petals with 
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stamens all to one side of the style and reminding one of the lovely 
Jasmine in flower and habit of growth. Small red Heath appeared here 
and there and pink Tetecatheca ciliata with its turned back brown sepals 
and hairy leaves growing in three's. There were thall white-flowered 
shrubs — the Sandfly Zicria (Z. smithii), which is related to the Bor- 
onia, with clusters of small four-petalled white flowers and unplcasant- 
ly aromatic long-pointed leaves grouped in threes, and the Musk Daisy- 
bush (Olearia argophylla). Here we became aware of birds - a Crescent 
Honeyeater and a Golden Whistler - and a Wallaby stood and stared at us 
from the bush until, outstared by us, it moved off to a safer arca. 


At last we came to the open stream, with tall white Daisy 
Bush, the soft white drapery of Clematis, and tree ferns adding beauty 
to the scene. Now began the hard bit of following our intrepid lcader 
along the stream in search of ferns - not the big ones we fell over and 
under, but the hidden ones that the area promised. Altogether 14 dif- 
ferent ferns were identified here and have been listed separately by 
Mrs. Lyndon in an earlicr report. Unreported were the many mosquitocs 
that hailed us with delight, having obtained little satisfaction from 
the three well protected furry Koalas (a silver-grey mother with baby 
aback and another adult) which we spied high up in nearby Eucalypts. It 
was cool and dark under the tall eucalypts, with the sunlight filtering 
through, but now and then we glimpsed across the stream blue sky, high 
peaks of distant mountains and the tall white ghosts of dead giants still 
standing above the younger forest trees. Here were young Lilly-pillics 
coming up, and it was gratifying to see the wonderful rejuvenation from 
the bush fires. At the foot of a very tall eucalypt survivor, we found 
large blue capsules, rugged and ribbed, which were identified as those 
of the Tasmanian Blue Gum (E. globulus). 


On the way back, the stragglers had time to notice the lit- 
tle things missed on the way in - the beds of tiny Wild Violets on dry— 
ing moss at the side of the track, Maiden Hair, and blue Love Crecper. 


Night found us at the Village Hall where we and other visi- 
‘tors were entertained with slides of animals and birds by Messrs. Don 
Lyndon and Frank Jones. Back at camp, @ rising wind warned of a coming 
change in weather and we were glad of the protecting Tea-tree around and 
over us — that is, those of us who were protected. A sudden wild gust 
sent the inmates of at least one tent scrambling out with dust-filled 
eyes and mouths to find their protection sadly reduced against a wet and 
Windy night. % 


However, we were ready for the next morning's excursion, this 
time to Little Oberon Bay.  MThe weather continucd wet and windy as we 
made our way along the undulating track through Banksias, scented lances 
of tall Kunzea and tunnels of Coast Tea-trec. There were small white 
Everlastings, yellow Senecios, white Milkmaids, the blue Love-Creeper and, 
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everywhere, Purple Swainson—pea and bracken. Now it became more open — 
shells appeared in the soil and there was a sound of pounding surf. Lit- 
tle Oberon towered over us. Suddenly the air was salt and we camo out 
onto the beach and surf over spreading Noon—-flower, disturbing a num 
ber of Sooty Oyster Catchers, sooty black with bright red bill, legs 

and fect. 


Leaving the beach, we commenced the long slanting climb 
up the cliff track, its sides decorated by bushes of the Paper-flower 
(Thoasia petalocalyx) with its. pretty little pale mauve flowers of 5 
petals and 3 green sepals and small Corrca—like leaves. Here also 
were the Black-anther Flax-lily (Dianella revoluta) with its dark star 
ry (blue) flowers and yellow and dark brown stamens, Boobiella (Myorum 
insulare), Pomaderris, Coast Beard-heath (Leucopogon parviflorus) and ( 
the soft green lines of the Drooping Shco-Oak (Casuarina stricta). As 
we climbed, we were rewarded by wonderful vistas of wild surf, grey- 
green scas and misty islands. The sun was trying to break through, 
lighting up the sca for an instant and then retreating, teasing that 
band of amateur (and not so amateur) colour photographers. 


Now came golden Hop Goodenia mixcd with Paper-flower and 
Kunzea, and the new red leaves clustered at the stem ends of the red 
Correas. Still we climbed, by Silky Hakeas, Silver Banksia (Be mar— 
ginata) with its narrow leaves cut off across the tips, and large-leaf 
Bush Pea. Low Kunzea and She-Oaks climbed the slopes above and below 
us. A blue Sun Orchid (Thelymitra grandiflora) and another Caladonia 
tesselata were discovered, and we noticed purple Daisies, Rice-flower, 
some Pink Tea-tree and Prickly Gecbung (Persoonia. juniperina). 


At last we reached the end of the climb, traversed the 
short flat stretch across the wind-swopt top, and then new muscles 
came into play as we started down the other side to Little Oberon Bay- 
a long way down it seemed. Entering a She-Oak forest we rested awhile 
and then went on, determined to sec the Bay, while others turned back t 
visit Norman Point at the top of the cliffs, to watch the boiling surf 
on the rocks far below and be nearly blown away by the strong wind. 
Here one could study the changing colours of the sea whipped by the 
wind, as clouds piled up, then moved aside for the sun. 


The sun was well out by the time we got back +o camp for 

lunch. Rather belatedly we discovered a Blue Wren's nest with young 
in the grass at the foot of a tall Tea~tree between our caravans, the 
little father scolding us roundly for going too near to examine it. 


ts During the weekend we were joined by fellow 'Pield Nats! 
from Bairnsdale, Leongatha, Sale and Traralgon, which added considera- 
bly to the enjoyment of a wonderful weekend. Thanks were espressed 
to Mrs. Lyndon for her happy and profitable leadership. 


on B ‘5 Kem en 
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MORE BOTANICAL NOTES FROM THE WULGULMERAMCG WEEKEND: by 
Miss Jean Galbraith. 


A few notes on plants of special interest at Wulgulmerang 
may add something to Miss Rossiter's valuable record of the weekend 
and its plant list. 


Stylidium lineare.— This determination has been checked 
at the National Herbarium and our collection is definitely the first 
record for Victoria. Apart from one collection near Nowra in the 
last century, the palnt has not till now been found outside the Syd- 
ney sandstone and Blue Mountains area where it is not rare. 


It resembles a small slender S. graminifolium, but has a 
tuft only 1 - 2 inches across of firm narrow pointed leaves, and 
there are appendages in the centre of the flower to the number of 
eight (there are six in graminifolium). It grows in colonies in 
damp soil. : 


Hypoxis hygrometrica.—- This is interesting because it 


reverses the usual development - that lowland plants found at high 
altitudes are more richly coloured and more hairy and dwarf than at 
low altitudes. Golden Weatherglass is orange, with many long white 
hairs on leaves and stems in our own locality, but on Rocky Plain 
(probably over 4,000 feet) it is light bright yellow with a few in 
conspicuous long hairs, and plants there are more robust than our 
specimens. 


With Ranunculus millanii on Rocky Plain grew also R. 
collinus, not found amongst my specimens when Miss Rossiter compiled 
her list, because entangled with R. millanii and an unfamiliar spec- 
ies which Mr. Willis considers a hybrid between R. millanii and R. 
collinus. (Re millanii has very narrow pinnate leaves, almost thread 
like, and R. collinus has leaves of three toothed or lobed leaflets). 


The Thesium mentioned by Miss Rossiter is so rare (though 
scattered through eastern Australia) that few botanists have seen it 
growing in Victoria. It is supposed to be parasitic on grass or 
+e. roots, and this is borne out by its colour — not green but more 
brownish yellow. 


=--—- J» Galbraith ~=——— 


Editor's Notes: To provide variety, as well as to keep 
the 'Naturalist'! going, a steady flow of contributions is sought. 
If you have contributed something that has not yet appearéd, it will 
almost certainly be prinved in the near future. Our associated 
Clubs are again invited to share their experiences and knowledge. 


hat tee! Giles tehertenrlemed 
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SPEAKING OF KINGFISHERS: by Mrs. He Lyndon. 


While we were staying in the caravan park in Sale recently, 
Merch 4th. to be exact, there was an Azure Kingfisher (Alcyone azurea) 
flying busily up and down, a small weterway known as Mcirdle's Gap, at 
a point very close to the junction of the Latrobe River and the Canal. 
As I watched it made several dives from a favored perching spot some 
ten fect above the water. It dived at an angle, bullet fast, and 
emerged immediately, returning again to its perch. When passing up 
or down stream it flew very fast and close to'the water, almost under 
the willow roots, sometimes perching on them. At Valencia Creek too, 
we had secon this brilliant orange-breasted bird skimming the pools. 
I have never given so much attention to tHe Kingfishers and had any-— 
one asked me.to describe their plumage in detail I should certainly ( 
have been et 2 loss to do so. We had watched the grecnish-blue and 
white Sacred Kingfisher (Halcyon sanctus) nesting in a dry creekbed 
at Whorouly and had handled an immature one at Licola, but had not 
been able to handle the Azure Kingfisher. This wock Mr. and Mrs. 
Brewster brought me a bird they had picked up in the paddock, badly 
injured by a stab wound in the side. Although it seemed lively en- 
ough then, it had died before nightfall and was dead when I saw it. 
Before passing it along to the Museum I mede these observations. 


The colors are striking, rich ultramarine blue and burnt 
orange combined with black and white. The strong straight bill is 
black, measuring from the tip of the upper mandible to the corner of 
the gape, 3 inches, with the lower mandible slightly shorter than the 
upper. There is a streak of buff color cach side in the blue-black 
feathers on top of the bill, between oye and nostril. Birds have a 
_ third eyelid, a clear covering to protect the eye, possibly, in this 
case, in diving. It is folded into the front torner of the eye. 
There aré bold whitish tufts of feathers, tinged with buff,..on either 
side of the neck half an inch below the corner of the eye. Only 
tufts, not a collar as in the Sacred Kingfisher. 


The gorgeous ultramarine extends from the forehead over 
the crown and right down the centre back, with color. deepest on the 
rump, overlapping the black feathers in the shwrt stiff tail. (This 
tail acts as an extra leg or a brace when the bird is clinging to a 
tree or a bank) . The wing coverts are misted with blue and the black 
primary feathers are miracles of transparent webbing. 

The underparts: Beginning under the lower mandible like 
an inverted V and running down the throat there are fine white feath— 
ers overlaid with a hint of buff, the color deepening on the breast 

to a rich burnt orange which continues down the abdomen almost to the 
tip of the tail. The sides of the body and the underwings are of the 
same orange color, so that when viewed from below with outstretched 
wings the whole bird would appear to be of this wonderful coloring. 


(Cont'd over ... 
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(Speaking of Kingfishers-Cont'd) 


The short legs and the fect are pinkish orange, with 
three toes. Of the two front toes the inner or middle toc is longer 
than the outer or ring toe, and the hind toe is shorter stitl. - Hach 
toe is cquipped with a long sharp curved claws; the two front tocs are 
joined in one skin for half their length, with what could be the butt 
of & rudimentary fourth or index toe at tho base of the longest one. 
It is of interest that the Rainbow Bird and the Dollar Bird both share 
this feature of the syndactylous or joined toes with the Kingfishers. 
The colors on this bird seom bright and definite but it is possible 
that it is not quite mature. It measures less than 7 inches fron 
tip to tip. Sharland in 'Tasmanian Birds! gives 8 inchos for both 
the Sacred and the Azure Kingfishers. Hindwood gives an! overall 
length of almost 8 inches! for the Azure one. Ten specics of King— 
fishers are found in Australia, ranging from the Kookaburra, the 
largest, 18 inches in length. down to the Little Kingfisher of the 

north, a mere 4 inches. 


---- © Ellen Lyndon ---- 


MOUNTAIN PEPPER (Drimys) : by Miss Jean Galbraith. 


Those of us who grow up with one plant name run a certain 
risk of reverting to it in careless moments, cvon if it hes beon char 
ged for ycars. There is an example of this in the valuable record of 
plants seen during our Wulgulmerang excursion, and most carefully. com 
piled by Miss Rossiter. When I first knew Drimys all Victorian plants 
of that group were known as Drimys lancoolata. Later (Vic. Naturalist 
Mar. 1957) Mr. Willis pointed out that two distinct Species were cover— 
ed by that name;- D. Lanceolata with dark green, pointed, relatively 
thin leaves and D. xerophila with ycllowish green, blunt thick loaves, 


On Mt. Wombargo we saw Drimys xerophila, a plant of open, 
usually mountain forests, but when asked to nance it I answered thought— 
lessly 'D. lanceolata} though that name now belongs only to the dark 
grecn shrub of dense sheltered forests and strcamsides. - Later, asked 
again, I answered a bit less carclessly (and correctly) 'D. xerophila!, 


That is how both species were recorded though only one was sccn. if 
can't even plead ignorance and quote Dr. Johnson; "Tgnorance Madam, 


pure ignorance." Instcad I say regretfully; " Carelessness Madam 
(and Sir), pure carelessness } " EES reps alia 


Grit i fsiaray (Che) enecialiner a 
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sa LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


YALLOURN. VICTORIA. 
Honorary Secretary: Mr. S. Belgraver, 179 Lloyd Street, Moe. 
Meetings: General Meetings are held on the fourth 


Friday of each month at the Yallourn State 
School commencing at 7.30 pemo- 


Hxcursions: Usually on the Saturday or Sunday following 
the general meeting. 


The programme of events for the year may be 
obtained from the Secretary. 


'The Naturalist! 'The Latrobe Valley Naturalist! is the offi- 
cial publication of the Club. 
Contributions on any aspect of naturel his- 
tory @re invited. 


WARRAGUL FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


WARRAGUL. VICTORIA. 
Honorary Secretary: Mr. Jack Brooks, P.O. Box No. 120, Warragul. 
Meetings: Are hold on the third Friday of each month 
at the Albert Street State School, beginning 
at 8 p.m. 
Excursions: fre held as arranged, usually two weeks after 


the general meeting for the month. 


MRARALGON FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


TRARALGON. ViCTORIA. 
Honorary Secretary : Dr. D.W. Collins, 4 Charles’ Street, Traralgon. 
Meetings: Are held on the second Friday of each month 
at the Grey Street State School, starting at 
[eS OR Diet ote 
Excursions: Are arranged for the Sunday following the 


General Meeting. 


All the Clubs welcome visitors at Gemerai Mectings and on the 
excursions. 


G.T. Scanlan, c/o Latrobe Valley Community Hospital, Yallourn. 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 
YALLOURN. VICTORIA. 


Dear Fellow Field Naturalists, 


General Meeting Friday 24th. May 1968: Mr. Bruce Fuh- 
rer will talk to members on 'IMosses, Ferns and Lichens'. The meeting 
will be held at the Yallourn State School, and should comuence at 7.30 
Pollo o The Excursion will be on the foliowing day, Saturday May 25th. 
and will be led by Mr. Fuhrer with the object of finding, in the field, 
some of of the plants talked about on the previous evening. 


The excursion will be along the Upper Traralgon Creek, 
and into Bulga Park. Members are asked to meet at the Traralgon High 
Scool on the corner of Liddiard Road and Shakespeare Street, at 9.30 
Belle o The morning will be spent in searching along the Traralgon Creek, 
and it is expected that the party will move on to Bulga Park for luch, to 
be fol_owed by an exploration of the Park during the afternoon. 


Excursion Secretary Miiss N.T. Rossiter, who has supplicd 
this information, should be contacted for any further information. 


Classes in Natural History. The introductory classes in 
s NOT History which comuenced with a lecture on Astronomy by Mr. Ken. 


Bryant and are now being conducted by lir. D. Chalmers at the Yallourn 
High School, ere proceeding very satisfactorily with an enrolment in the 


vicinity of 33 students. 


Executive Meeting Notes: Some of the matters discussed 
at the May meeting, held at the home of lr. & Mrs. Ern Homann included:- 


Subscriptions. The Treasurer reported that some members 
who paid their. subscriptions before receiving notice of the increases in 
the April 'Neturalist' are underpaid. The increase wes made to cover in- 
creases in the cost of producing this magazine. Will those members in- 
volved, ond those who have not yet done so, send their underp2yments or 
subscriptions to. the Treasurer. 


The 'Haturalist!. some members have expressed a wish 
that the cover of the ‘Naturalist! should again bear the more or less of~ 
ficial emblem of the Club, the Fiying Duck Orchid, and it is now hoped 
that this can be done when the present covers already printed run out at 
September next. While this is being arranged, members are invited to 
make any suggestions for alterations which might result in the magazine 
becoming 2 more uscful addition to the literature on subjects of natural 
hisotry interest. 


(Editor). 
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_ MUSHROOMS : by R.N. (Bob) Auchterlonie. 


With mushrooms as with fish, great numbers and large size 
are usually considered topics of special interest. In the former regard, 
the last week of April this year brought such a prolific crop of mushrooms 
as one rarely sees. Almost wherever one went over the paddocks, they were 
there in countless thousands. This is the more remarkable when one con— 
Siders the small amount of rain prior to their appearance. On the 14th. 
and 15th. April, 41 points fell, followed on the four days 20th. to 23rd. 
by a further 92 points. The real soaking rains of over two inches did 
not come till the 29th. and 30th., by which time most of the mushrooms 
were fully grown, with a few late comers just breaking through the surface. 


By far the greatest number were, of course, were the com 
mon field mushroom, Psalliota campestris, with caps varying in colour from { 
purest white to dark brown, some reaching the size of a saucer when fully 
grown, but most about half that size. Occasional horse mushrooms, P. ar— 
vensis, were noted, a much larger and coarser species, with caps up to the 
Size of a dinner plate, usually snowy white, sometimes with a yellow flush 

on the boss. They can be distinguished by their double ring round the 

stem, and greyish-pink gills in the young stage as compared with the bright 
pink of the field mushroom. Incidentally, the two specific names, campes— 
tris and arvensis mean precisely the same thing, vize,; 'of the fields'. 


Our largest mushroom has no common name as far as I know, 
but is botanically known as Boletus portentasus. It is a huge fungus, 
all white, with pores beneath instead of gills. Never plentiful, sing- 
le or scattered specimens occur at long intervals. Here are the dimen— 
sions of one found near the Wilderness Creek at Driffield a few years ago:- 
Cap, 16" across, thickness 3", of which the upper 2" was pith, and the low 
er 1" pores; the diameter of its slightly bulbous stem was 7", and its tot- 
al weight 7 lbs. 2 oz... This is by no means a record, as very much great- 
er weights have been recorded. These monsters are said to be edible, thoug?» 
who would went to eat them I do not know. It may be just a coincidence, P 
every one of this species I have found, have been growing in the vicinity 
of Swamp Gum, Eucalyptus ovata. Another species, B. lutens, usually found 
under Pinus radiata trees, is known to have symbiotic relationship with 
that tree, so perhaps a similar association exists between Be portentasus 
and the Swamp Gun. tite 


---- Bob Auchterlonie —-~" 


THE GOLDEN-headed FANTATL-warbler: by F.E. Jones. 


This bird was observed on the excursion to the Sale Common 
on March 31st. 1968. 


One of our native birds that usually escapes notice even 
when it occurs in settled areas is the Golden—headed Fantail-warbler or 


(Cont'd over ... 
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(Golden—headed Fantail-warbler Cont'd). 
Tailor—bird. It is a very small orange-brown bird, and frequents areas 


of rank grass and reedbeds, end occurs in most parts of Australia where- 
ever the habitat is suitable. It. can best be seen while singing, with 
@ sustained and cheerful song, for at such times it perches a little a- 
bove the surrounding vegetation, otherwise it is rather difficult to ob- 
serve. It is likely to be found anywhere in Gippsland where there is 
plenty of tall grass, and particularly near swamps and rivers. 


This bird should not be confused with the Reed jlarbler, 
which is 4 bigger bird and confines its activities to the reedbeds, 
whereas the Golden-headed Fantail-warbler makes many open flights over 
the grasslands. 


: Its nest is composed of fine grass and other materials, 
and usually a few broad leaves are worked into the nest. There is some 


difference of opinion as to whether these leaves are ever actually sewn 
One The scientific name is Cisticola exilis, and this name and the 
fact-that it is the only Cisticola in Australia has led some people to 
call it the 'Exiled Yarbler' - however, the word exilis means slender. 
SS Fo. Jones ---- 


SOM NOTES ON THE WULGULMERANG BOTANICAL LIST: by Koith 
Rogers. 


It has been most interesting to read the botanical list, 
compiled by Miss N.?. Rossiter, of species collected on the Wulgulmerang 
weekend of January 27th. to 29th. 1968. This quite imposing list is 
evidence of the amount of work liiss Rossiter has put into the task of 
recording and classifying each specimen. Also valuable is her intro- 
ductory description of many of the plants as seen in the field. 


Mention must be made too of the great help so readily 
given at all times by Miss Galbraith. Certainly without her keen bot— 
anical eye that prize of the tour, the little Stylidium liniere fron Rocky 
Plain would surely never have been recognized as a species new to Victor 
ta = 


Whilst no one suggests the list could embrace all plants 
of the area covered, particularly in a drought yoar, there are a few 
more species that might have been included. Of the plants seen and 
noted in the area, one of the most important additions would be Heli- 
chrysum conditum, a shrub so common around Black Mountain and Suggan 
Buggan. This species, though definitelynnoted, was by some unaccount— 
able reason nixed up with H. thyrsoideum, which is a very different spec- 
ies and also abundant in the district. Both shrubs are sweet scented 


(Cont'd oovr oo. 
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(inalen ores botanical list Cont'd). 


when in bloom and very attractive. Two other members of the genus are 
very common here, but were probably finished flowering. They are the 
herbaceous H. scorpiocites and H. apiculatum of the grasslands. 


As a matter of interest, there are about 15 species of 
ainiear ean within a 20 mile radius of 'Rockbank!. 


Another important addition to the list because it is typ- 
ical of this areca, and was noted on the tour, is Pultenaea subspicata, a 
mat plant that is quite abundant. It covers the ground with a coppery 
red sheen when in flower. However, since most Poa flowcrs are Spring 
flowering, the many other local specics were not noticed. 


One omission, doubtless an oversight, was Acacia imploxa, 
the Lightwood, that was scen along the road from Buchan to Murrindal, 
and also in Suggan Buggean. This tree docs not grow on the tableland, 


In the family Proteaccae it will doubtless be noted that 
by accident Persoonia chamacpouce wes wrongly included with Banksia. 


These additions to Miss Rossiter's list have been placed 
in order of importance as typical of the flora of the district at the 
time of collection, rather than in botanical scquence. Tt would prob- 
ably, surprise Club members to discover how many more species could be ad~ 


ded in the same arca during the Spring and Summer months of any normal 
year. 


In conclusion, two finds of local interest turned up with- 
~in’a week of the tour. One was Sagina procumbens, found in a dricd out 
watercourse on Rocky Plain. This water loving mat plant, which, accord- 
ing to 'Hwart', is widely distributed, and even cosmopolitan, has not pre- 
viously been recorded in this locality. 


The other locally rare little creeping plant was noticed 
on the flat across tho river from where the main group of campers crected 
their weekend 'village'. This plant is Muchlenbeckia axillaris, or 
Matted Lignum. It also occurs on a creck ncoar the Buchan River a fow 
miles west of Black Mountain. 


ase Keith Rogers . ---- 


THE OWLET NIGHTJAR: by Mrs. Bon Thompson. 


This bird was found along Traralgon Creek Road alive but 
unable to fly... We took it to the FPisherics & Wildlife Department rep-— 
resentative for identification, as it was not known to us. 


The size of the beak was very smali although hooked, and 
‘the hairs above the beak were pluncd. . 


a= Be Thompson -———— 


* 
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THE BEGINNING OF A NORTH-EASTERN FIELD NATURALIST CLUB; 
by Miss Joan Galbraith. 


On April 6th. five members of the Latrobe Valley Field 
Naturalist Club and several from the Sale Club, had the pleasure of mect- 
ing other nature-lovers on the Dargo High Plains. Those whom we met 
were gathered to form a North-castern F.N.C. which was envisaged as an 
association of small groups of naturclovers of the far north-cast (ap~ 
proximatcly Wangaratta to Harrictvillcand lit. Boauty to Wodonga, but no 
limits were defined). At present the only north-cast Club is at Benalla. 


The new Club was formed next day with Mr. Dewar We Goode, 
as President. Mre Goode is of the National Parks Authority, and widely 
known as a worker for nature conservation, and, as he owns a farm at Booch= 
worth, qualifics as a north-castern naturalist. We have not yet heard 
the name of the new Club. 


The two partics met noar Troeasure's homestcad and moved 


‘to a grassy clearing for lunch. It was a pleasant place, ringed by Snow 


Gums and Black Sallee, springy underfoot with snowgerass, and with scat 
torcd outcrops of volcanic rock which were just right for backrests and 
tables. 


The party, beside the Gippslanders, consisted of 2 car 
load of north-castern naturalists and a bus load of Melbourno naturalists 
who were supporting the formation of the new Club. After lunch Mr. 
Goode outlincd the plan to form a now Ficld Naturalist Club, and spoke of 
the role it could play in conservation, and the practical as woll as acs- 
thetic need for more National Parks. He was supported by lr, Taylor, 
President of the Victorian National Parks Association, who addcd to his 
good reasons a reference to the spiritual refreshment of unspoiled places, 
and Mr.e Ros. Garnet, Honorary Secretary of the Victorian National Parks 
Association, who spoke of the necd for an Alpine National park. (Those 
interested should sce the March 1968 V.N.Poujl. Newsletter). ire Lee, 
Honorary Socretary of the Ficld Naturalist Club of Victoria, added his 
own weighty reasons for the protection of natural beauty, while Mrs. Hoy 
of Wangaratta, who has been a moving spirit in tho formation of the now 
Club, spoke of the pleasure and support (known to all of us) of finding 
So many people with similar ideals of consorvation. "Ror so long", she 
said, "I thought I was alone, a solitary voico'. 


Mr. O. Smith of Wangaratta High School, mentioned the need 
for naturalists clubs in the far north-cast, as the nearest Club was at 
Benalla. 


Mr. Peter Turner of the Sale F.N.C. spoke of tho valuo and 
beauty of the high plains, and L.V.F.N.C. Vice-president Mr. Potcrson of 
the need for education in the valuc and interest. of such places, while 
Jean Galbraith, not knowing whom she represented but knowing very woll 
that there wasn't much time left for botanizing, didn't say much at all, 
(but heartily ondorsed the words of the other speakers). 


(Continued ower «ae. 
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The groups then separated, the northern visitors and 
members of the Sale Club going south to Grant, while wo went sevon 
miles north to Lankoys Plain - a boautiful little snow plain or alpine 
meadow which would normally be bright with flowcrs cven in April, and 
traversed by alpine streams, but is, this scason, without flowers, dry, 
apart from one strcoamlet in the lowest part, and with channels of dry 
mud in place of runnels. Even so, it was full of interest, with the 
varied leaves of alpine plants, including what appcared to be a second 
Victorian occurrence of Stylidium lincare, with rocky Snow Gum wood— 
land to the west and a view over range beyond range of mountains to tho 
south—cast. 


The two partics mot on the homeward journey and cxchanged 
good wishes before one group continued north and the other south. 


We were especially grateful to Mrs. Webb of Denison who 
guided us to the high plains about 20 miles north of Dargo, and rolicved 
Miss Rossiter of much driving so that she was free to enjoy the beauty 
of a part of Victoria new to all. of those of us who were from the Lat— 
eas Valley. 


It was a long day, but 2 very happy onc, and wo are sure 
all members of our southern Clubs will wish the now Club woll. It was 
a pity that because of very short HOULCO more of our members did not 
know of the gethcring. 


If space and time permit, a list of plants identifiocd on 
the Dargo high plains cxcursion will be included — otherwise it will bo 
@ part of the June issuc of the Naturalist. The list is incomplete as 
few species wore flowering and time was short, but it may sorve as a 
basis for additions. liany birds, including cmus wore secon on the jour~ 
ney, but few (only pipits that I remember) on tho high plains. 


a Jo Galbraith -—---— 


NATURE NOTES: by lirse Bon Thompson. 


imu Wrens. At Anderson's Track Ollic and Max observed 
both the male and female Emu j[rens. They stood still to watch a 
White-neped Honeycater and heard the twitteoring in the grass. They 
waited as the birds moved amongst the undergrowth and then rose above 
it to perch on a low branch. The malo has a longer tail than the fom- 
ale and both have bands of lighter color on their backs. 


Boaracd ilidgc-orchid. A lovely Raster surprise awaited 
us in the form of this orchid. We were tracking down forns, and while 
returning to the road Max found the orchid. It is tiny, for although 


(Cont'd ovor se. 
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this one stood about 4" high the actual flower section, containing seven 
flowers, occupied about eal on the stalk. It had no leaf. It differs 
from the other leek orchids we have found in that the bearded tongue, 
while pointed upwards when the flower opens, is irritable and fells dow 
when an insect enters the flower. As far as we were able to observe 
the tongue did not again resume its upright position. It is a maroon 
and green orchid with three of the 'petals! slightly fringed and the 
tongue very heavily fringed with long hairs. Its botanical name is 
Prasophylluim morrisii, and we found it along the Callignee Road. 


FPicldia. For a long time wc have looked for these bells 
on treefern trunks and over the last month have found many. They are 
lovely cream bells about the size of Correa, and one plant in full bloom 
found flowering on a rocky surface above a water pool was truly delight— 
ful. In a deep gully we observed the Spincbill working over these 
flowers. The berrics are about 4" long, white, fat and succulent, and 
as the only one we have found was well hidden under drooping treefern 
fronds we assume the birds, possums etc. like them. 


Drinking Pool ? In the very hot weather on the side of 
a fern gully we found a living treefern trunk that had been chewed away 
on one side. We know possums like the centre of treefern trunks, and 
assume that through some weakness they wore able to get into this one. 
The hollow in the contre was about 2" wide and 6" down, and 4" up from 
the opening. However, the surprising thing about it was that although 
the ground around was exceedingly dry; and the filmy ferns and othor 
little ferns were feeling the cffects of the long dry spell, this littlo 
holo was full of water, and there wore plenty of signs that birds and 
animals had been drinking there. 


-_——— Bon Thompson re 
SOME ITEMS OF INTEREST: by Mrs. HE. Lyndon. 


On March 1st., in company with mombers of the Sale Ficld 
Naturalists Club on their excursion into the bushlands on Valencia Creck, 
an unusual climbing plant was seen amongst Pandorea and Clematis ina 
rather inaccessible place on the high rocky creek bank. It proved to 
be the tough climber of Hast Gippsland jungles, Marsdenia rostrata, with 
large dark green shiny leaves. I had not expected to find it so far 
west, although it is known from the Mitchell Gorge. 


I would be interested to hoar from other naturalists of 
any other occurrences in this direction that may have been noted. 


(Cont'd over oe. 
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We were taken to a waterhole near the Avon River just 
cast of Stratford, on the way home, where amongst many pondawecds there 
was a little gem of the oozing mudbanks that wo sce but seldom, Azolla 

innata, the Ferny Azolla. Tho little inch-long frond is beautifully 
regular and has a bunch of feathery roots at the stom end. The varicty 
more often met with is Azolla filiculoides, the Pacific Azolla. Both 
plants are free floating and sometimes have 2 reddish tint. 


Seen also was Utricularia floxuosa, the Yellow Fairios 
Aprons, a plant I do not know at all and flatly refused to boliove could 
possibly be related to Fairies Aprons. It is 2 water plant, entirely 
submerged, the loaves divided into fine hair-like scgments and bearing 
numerous little floats or air bladders. It floats upright in a jar of 


water, and I would very much like to sce it flower. Bladderwort is 
another common name for the Utricularias. Possibly U. floxuosa is 


often ovorlooked amongst a tangle of pondwecds. 


ae Bllen Lyndon ae 


A TREE CREEPER BATHING: by Marjory Burgess. 
= Dy Marjory Burgess 


(The following is an oxtract from a lottor to lire & Mrse 
Lance Galbraith by their daughter Marjory, and is. so interesting that 
it is included in the Naturalist with hor permission - Bd.) 


"One of the most regular visitors to our bird bath has 
been the whitc-throated tree-creeper. He waits until the flurry of 
thornbills has finished splashing about and then flics down to perch 
upright on the bank of the drive. When hopping across tho flat part 
to the bath his body is almost parallel to the ground, but his head 
and white throat are lifted right up to sco. On the edge of the bath 
he is upright again like a dignificd littic genticman, but to drink ho 
has to tip upside down, so at each sip he seems in grcat danger of fal- 
ling ine To bathe he hops across to the stone in the bath and then 
jumps in backwards, tail first. & quick splash, a sideways jump to 
the edge and he is safe again, now so upright and pompous in his dark 

, coat and white shirt that he would never admit to the undignificd awk- 
wordness of a moment ago. 


"Once there were two tree-crecpers at the bath, and one 
of them ran right up the two fect of smooth, vertical pipe to the tap. 
It would be interesting to know how the fect of this clever little bird 
are constructcd". 


Sars Marjory Burgess -——-— 
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THE LARGEH-billed SCRUB-WREN;: by Miss Jean Galbraith. 


The Whitce-browed Scrub-Wren is one of the commonest and 
fricndlicst of our small birds, about 4 inches long, brown, lighter bon- 
cath, and with 2 conspicuous white cycbrow end small wing markings. 


The slightly larger Lasge-billed Scrub-wren is described 
by Dr. Leach as 'very rare!, and by Roy Whecler as; "Rare - Genfined to 
the forests (rainforests) of Hastern Victoria", so it was very cxciting 
to find one living in the gardcn and coming regularly to feed on coconut 
and cheese put on the window for the Blue Wrens. 


The Large-billed Scrub-wren has a much longer beak then 
the common species, no white markings, a shorter tail (unless the one here 
is moulting), and flesh coloured legs, wkere those of the White-—browed 
specics are dark. 


The bird has been living in my garden for about a month 
and comes quite confidently to the window-sill end even on to the tablo 
inside, so I can watch it from no more than a foot away. As it sccms 
to be alone (all the other birds that frequent the garden are now in 
small flocks of young birds and their parents) it scoms likely that it 
has become separated from the rest of the flock. Here it has shelter 
and abundent food and water, so I hope that, instcad of leaving when 
nesting time returns, it will bring a mate to the gardcn. It comes to 
the window in the carly morning and at dusk — rarely at other times, and 
I have not heard it make any sound. 


The White-browed specics is a swect singer and has also 
a varicty of conversational and scolding notes. 


aaa Joan Galbraith =o 


A REPORT ON AN EXCURSION TO SaLE:; by Tom Norctti. 


On Sunday 31st. March a small band of bird-watchers led 
by the Club authority, Frank Jones, travelled to Sale with a first stop 
at Lake Gutheridge where weathor conditions were boisterous. There was 
the usual variety of bird Tife - black swans being the most graceful, but 
if numbers counted for anything the little coots held their own by far, 
the only apparent stranger to the scene being an egrot (E. Hlborta). 


The castern Swanp hens looked attractive with the bluc- 
black sheen of thoir feathers and the red nostrils, but thoy seemed to 
prefer their own company to ours as they were content to strut the grass 
paddocks and rest on the recds. 


We notded Black Swans, Silver Gulls, Coots, Hastern Swamp 
Hens, Black Cormorants, Dusky Moor Hen, ligrcet, Black Duck, White and Straw 
necked Ibiscs. There were Spur-winged Plovers, White-faced Heron, Grey 
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Teal and Crested Grebe. This.Grebe merits mention, because it gave us a 
demonstration of home duties with an immature Grebe claiming its attention. 
The young bird would swim alongside the adult which would dive and bring 
up food from under the water, which the youngster would promptly clain. 


From Leake Gutheridge we travelied to the Sale Gommon and 
walked to the Canal through grass which reached a height of two feet, 
making progress difficult. Here the birds were similar to those seen 
at the Lake - we inspected a nesting box on a red gum tree, but there 
wes no evidence of it having been used this season. We noted a pair of 
Black-shouldered Kites and Black—faced Cuckoo-shrikes, and perhaps the 
first sighting of two or three pairs of Golden-headed Fantail-warblers. 
There were Yellow-tailed Thornbills, the Grey Fantail and the Grey Thrush. 


One of the Black-shouldered Kites gracefully hovered for 
some minutes and then dropped like a stone to pick up what appeared to 
be @ mouse in the grass. From the evidence of scratching and burrow 
ing around the roots of grasses there was probably quite a collection 
of smail creatures which provided food for such birds as the kites. 


On the way back to the road we found a skeleton at the 
base of a red gum tree which posed a problem as to the animal it repres— 
ented. It was not thet of a cat because the foot structure with the 
claws indicated a possum, and the fur to be seen along the tail section 
served to confirm the finding that it was, in fact, the skeleton of a 
possum. 


4 return to the road and the cars, a 'cuppe! together 
with a discussion on the days Sightings, and members then went upon their 
respective homeward ways. 


== Tom Moretti -———~— 


THO BOUKS RECEIVED BY THE EDITOR: ( 
Nikolai Apollonovich. BALKOV. Biographical outline and 


bibliography by V.N. Jernakov. Published by the Department of Russian 
Language and Literature , University of Melbourne. 


Beikov was a Russian - a soldier, a naturalist and a pro- 
lific writer, as is indicated by the extensive bibliography. Mr. Jerna— 
kov is, of course, a well known member of the L.V.F.N.C., and a former 
associate at Harbin, Manchuria, of naturalist Baikov. 


Plants Harmful to lan In Australia. By D.F. Francis and 
R.V. Scott, and published as iiiscellaneous Bulletin No. 1, Botenic Gar- 
den, Adelaide. The chapter on 'Harmful Fungi! is of particular topical 
interest. 


———- GT. Scanlan = —— 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD WAVURALISTS CLUB. 


YALLOURN. VIGTORIA. 


Dear Fellow Field Naturalists, 


General:-Meeting Friday 28th. June : Mr. Ian McDonald, 
Forestry Officer, §.H.C., Yallourn, is to give a talk on: 'S.8.C. 
Policy on Forests and Reserves.! 


As usual, the meeting will be held at the Yaliourn State 
School, and should commence at 7.30 peme. 


Excursion Saturday 29th. June ;: Mr. pa eee will take 


members to one or more of the areas controlled by the §.8.C. in order 

to illustrate some of the subject matter of his talk the eile night. 
whis is to be a half day excursion, and details will be announced at the 
general meeting on the Friday night. 


Report of the Executive Meeting held at the home of ir. & 
lirs. Jim Peterson, Morwell, on the 5th. Junes 


Reservation of the Pool on Anderson's Track: It was report— 
ed that was still under consideration. 


Club Library: The Club has the nucleus of a Natural History 
Library, which is situated at the Yaliourn State School, under the care and 
control of lirs. H. Crane. A catalogue will be available as soon ag pos— 
Sible, of the contents, when it is hoped that members will make use of 
the books, periodicals and other in the library. Perhaps members may 
have books which they would be pleased to donate to the Library. 


An Orchid Find: Mrs. Bon Thompson reported having found 
Pterostylis fishii, near Cockrane Road, among the pines on A.P.M. prop- 
erty. 


New licmbers: Membership of the L.V.F.N.C. has grown stead— 
ily over the years, and it was reported at the ixecutive Meeting that 
ir. & Urs. F.O. Webb and family of three children had become nembers. 
They live at Denison, via Heyfield, and quite naturally find it diffi- 
cult to attend neetings and excursions regularly. They are not stran- 
gers to Club activities however, and it is hoped that circumstances will 
permit them to take a much tore active part in the future. 


Conservation Society on Phillip Island: Miss Jean Gal- 
braith reported that a Conservation Society had been fornied on Phillip 
Island, with lire Jack Osborne, of Cowes, as Honorary secretary. The 
L.V.F.NW.C. will, of course, do anything possible to help this new body 
achieve its aims. 


(Continued Over ... 
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~ proposed” Réservation “of ‘the 01d Woodside Road: Miss 
Galbraith stated that the Alberton Shire Council at Yarram was taking 
action in an endeavour to have reserved the Old Woodside Road, because 
of the variety of orchids in particular that it contained. The old road 
has much of historical interest in addition to its botanical treasures. 


Next Meeting of the Wxecutive Committee: This will be 
held at the home of Miss Jean Galbraith at Tyers, On-ilednesday 3rd. July, 
commencing at 7.30 p.m. 


nn nn en ee te, 


Warragul Field Naturalists Club Notes: 


The June Meeting of the Warragul Club will be held on the 
third Friday as usual, and the subject for the meeting is to be 'Fungi'. 
Mr. Brooks has contacetd lirs. Hllen Lyndon of Leongatha, and arranged for 
her to attend as Guest Speaker. She will help members to learn more 
about fungi, end specimens from members will be welcome for discussion 
and identification. 


“At the last meeting of the Club Committee a.recommenda— 
tion was made and adopted by the general meeting as follows: ‘Any mem— 
ber who is unfinancial at the June Meeting will cease to receive copies 
‘of the Latrobe Valley Naturalist". 


This decision became necessary because it was felt ‘thet the 
cost of the publication should not be rhe to other than members who 
“were financial. 


SS Chas. Hill -_—-- 
- Publicity Officer. 


NATURE NOTES: __soby Mrs. llen pene: 


Owlet Nightjar; imines to Nee. Tempe Onis note on the 

Owlet Nightjar (Naturalist, lay 1968), we handled a bird for the first 
time in the north-east of Victoria at Christmas. here was a decply 
eroded watercourse near the camp which we usually managed to patrol 
daily to watch Rainbow Birds; Sacred Kingfishers, Bottle Swallows and other 
species either feeding young or making nests. One morning the body of 

a Nightjar, freshly dead but being rapidly stripped by big red meat ants, 
"lay on the stream bed. ‘he Skull was bare and we were amazed at the size 
of the eye sockets, which were as big as cent pieces. Although the beak 
was small the gape was wide, in fact one could truthfully say that the 
whole head opens as if hinged at the back. It was a strange little creat—- 
ure, much smaller than we expected from the pictures which had been our 
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only knowledge of it. Beautifully camouflaged in grey—speckled soft 
--plunage. We were-told to knock on trees with likely hollows and the 
Nightjars, if present, would pop out and alight on the ground. We 
are still tree-tapping ! 


Wattlebirds Hawking: Back in 1950, when living in the hills 
near Boolarra, we had a Tree Lucerne (Cytisus) flowering in the garden. 
Red Wattlebirds squabbled all day amongst the blossoms. Coming up the 
hill to the house at dusk one warm evening I saw against the skyline a 
flock of fairly large birds hawking swiftly and silently, except for the 
clacking of beaks, into a great swarm of flying insects. They swooped 
like Swifts, but frequently alighted on the fence posts before launching 
themselves into the air again. I was considerably surprised to find 
that they were the Red Wattlebirds. JI have never heard or seen refer- 
ence to this habit in these birds before or since, nor have I known them 
to do it again, until 2a contributor to this month's Victorian Natural— 
ist described a similar happening at Balwyn. I wonder if any other 
@ippslander has seen such a thing ? 


Swamp Lily s On March 24th. of this year, in company with 
several other Glub Members we visited that interesting timbered region 
on the upper reaches of the Tyers River, north of Yallourn. At one 
of the river crossings there were drifts of delicate white water lilics 
floating amongst coppery oval leaves near the river's edge. As usual, 
my ‘proper authouritics' had been left in the car and I could only 
gucss at the identity of this beauty, which, of course, was Ottelia 
ovalifolia, the Swamp Lily. The flowers look like big white butter- 
flics resting on the water. The three petals form a decp cup, centred 
with yellow stamens, Tt prows in the mud of shallow streams and ponds 
throughout Australia, but apparently goes unnoticed when not in flower, 
as the leaves could be confuscd with those of other pondweeds. This is 
a native well worthy of a place in the ponds of our parks and gardens. 


Water Hyacinth; Quite a stir was caused in Sale recently 
when the Water Hyacinth, Michornia crassipes, was noticed in a 'Sale 
shop' {my informetion is from the local paper) and was confiscated by 
the Lands Department. This is a highly noxious plant from tropical Sth. 
America which, when introduced into suitable environments, will choke 
all waterways with masses of fibrous roots and foliage. It reproduces 
vegetatively and can spread like wildfire. 


When I was very young and living in the Sale district, ny 
mother, in common with most other garden-loving farmer's wives, exchang— 


ed plants with neighbours and friends ali over the country. . Amongst her 


treasures was a tub of the pretty blue Water Hyacinth with the cute 
green bladders under the leaves. I cannot remember what its ultimate 
fate was, but I have never seen the plant in a wild state then or later, 
and wo lived quite close to the Latrobe River. I can only conclude 
that the climate so far south discourages the ,rowth of this tropical 
menace. 


-———— Hllen Lyndon ---- 
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TRARALGON FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB NOTHS: by Graham Mar— 
shall. 


On Sunday Februery llth., our convoy travelled to Inver-— 
loch and then on to the Flat Rocks at Kagles Nest, where we met up with 
our fellow South Gippsland Field Naturalists. 


The tide had ebbed and we were able to inspect the rock 
pools. luch time was spent overturning the rocks and replacing them 
as found to prevent the unnecessary destruction of sea life. Most 
specimens came into the classification of Invertebrates, that is, an- 
_imals without backbones. In addition to this, there were specimens of 
Vertebrates, namely, animals with backbones, which were represented by 
several species of fish. 


To describe the creatures observed, it would be best pres-— 
ented by listing the specimens in their respective Phyla by beginning 
With the simplest and proceeding to the higher classifications. In 
the Phylum Platyhelminthes, we saw Flatworms on the undersides of the 
rocks. In similar situations, we saw Segmented Worms, belonging to 
the Phylum Annelida (Annelid, from the Latin derivation anulus, mean- 
ing 'ring!). The interior partitioning of such creatures show rings 
on the exterior of the body - hence the name Annelids. The species we 
observed had built up a camouflaged, protective layer of shale around 
its body on the underside of a rock and submerged in a pool. At times 
we observed the tentacles fully Pi sweeping through the sea wat— 
er and sifting for food. 


The next Phylum represented was the Coelenterata (@o1= 
lowgut). Specimens observed were both the Red and Green Anemones. 
They too, like the Annelids, have tentacles, but they also have sting- 
ing capsules to paralyse their prey. 


In the Phylum Arthropoda (jointed legs), we observed a 
Hermit Crab, Crabs and Barnacles. The Phylum Echinodermata (hedge- 
hog skin), was represented by Green Biscuit Stars, Brittle Stars as 
well as several other species of Starfishes. 


By far the nost type of creatures observed belonged in 
the Phylum Mollusca (soft-bodied). To cover these, the easiest way 
is to list the species by their common names, and refer readers to 
‘Marine Molluscs of Victoria! written by McPherson and Gabriel, for 
further descriptioms and illustrations. ~ From memory the specimens 
were:— Chiton, Red Ear Shell, Duckbill (Elephant Pish is frequently 
used), Limpets, Imbricated Pesci Shell, Choice Seaweed Shell, Kelp 
Shells, Turban Shell, Painted Lady, Pheasant Shell, Black Nerite, Sand 
Snail, Screw Shell, Wentletrap, Brown and Ribbed Gangauie Haif-Grained 
Helmet, Lineated Corrinella, Margined Ancilla and Dog Winkle. (Many 
others could’ be listed for the area, but those listed above can be 
found specifically on the Flat Rocks). 


(Continued over oe. 
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: After dinner, we were led to Cape Patterson, where we 
saw the cutting made down to the sea for the rail line to load ships 
with coal for the lime pits at Walkerville. Later we observed two 
volcanic plugs on the rocks, and a volcanic intrusion on the cliff 
face. We were also rewarded by finding a large specimen of a petri- 
fied tree trunk. 


On the homeward journey we visited a wildflower sanctu- 
ary at the Sink Hole. The area is fenced .off around the Sink Hole 
through the resourcefulness of hiss Wadell and irs. Lyndon. Briefly , 
the Sink Hole is the result of a sea cave subsiding to leave a huge 
cavity in the surface on the area above the cliff face. The subsid- 
ence is now regenerated with typival coastal flora. 


All present experienced a most enjoyable day. Our mem 
bers were enriched by the companionship and local knowledge of our 
South Gippsland friends. 


SSS Graham Marshall — 


THE GOLDEN BROWN BUTTERFLIES OF SOUTH-EASTERN AUSTRALIA: 
(And especially of Gippsland and the Victorian Dividing Range). by 


C.G.L. Gooding. 


These lovely Butterflies , Sub-Family Satyrinae, contain 
all the rich golden brown species with numerous ocelli (eye-like spots), 
and various black markings which so enliven our forest lands, hillsides 
and fern gullies. The headquarters of the family is south-eastern Aus-— 
tralia, with the greater number of species in Gippsland, and the moun— 
tain valleys and peaks of the main Victorian Dividing Range. 


There are also interesting species in south Western Aus-— 
tralia, and in Tasmania, where some unique, and archaic species are to 
be found. These lovely butterflics always begin to appear in late 
Spring, through Summer and Autumn, and are a never ending pleasure to 
Naturalists on outings through the bushland and fern gullies. The lar 
va of all of them (with one exception) feed upon various native grasses, 
feeding in the carly part of the night and hiding during the day time. 
The larva are green, rarely some shade of brown, and when found in the 
day time always appear sluggish, but become active as night approaches, 
when they begin toi feed on the blades of the grasses. 


The pupa of most of the species is 4 very beautiful ob- 
ject, and is generally suspended from the food plant, but in some spec- 
ies it is loose and found under sticks or in a frail network beside 
stones or at the roots of herbage. The pupa is not hard to find by 
an experienced Naturalist at the proper season for the species concern— 
ed. 


(Continued over ... 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist. ° . Tssue Noe 54. 
; (6) @ 1968. 


(The Golden Brown Butterflies Cont'd). 


= The butterflies of the Satyrinae sub-Family are nostly 
ye RE medium size, but many small, dainty and beautiful spevies are we 
found, both in Australia and in other countries. One of the chief 
characteristics of them is that they have one or more of the principal 
_veins very much swollen near the base of their wings, the one excep— 
tion being that of the genus liclanitis, a fine large showy species 
which is found from about Port Macquarie to Cape York. There is a 
‘most beautiful pattern of silver-white bands, and spots, with other 
marks on the underside of the hindwing, as well as ocelli on both 
wings, those on the underside being artistically ringed - on a num- 
ber of the species. They are shade loving insects, but can often 
be seen visiting flowers and sipping the nectar. When the cucalypts 
are in heavy blossom, I have often scen end watched hundreds of Sat- 
yrinae of several SUS GANS: feeding on the nectar. 


' They. mostly frequent long, erass, undergrowth, wooded gul- 

lies and dense forest, but most of them in very hot weather prefer cool 
shady places. Their flight is irregular and weak, and this is. des— 
igned to give them added protection from birds of prey. This irregular 
flight has, however, a very disconcerting effect on both the bird of 
prey and the coliector. 


Satyrinae butterflics are very regular at the time of 
their ap ycarance = indeed they are so very much so that it is almost 
possible to tell the time of the month from the first butterflies secon 
ae the scason. ul NG on the socal ene Single brooded, but a few, like 


ee — ss - + 


The colours of the undersides of many species are so beaut— 
ifully variegated and tinted that when they settle on the ground amongst 
debris and dead leaves, it is almost impossible to see them. Nature has 
endowed them with wonderful camouflage which they are very quick to use 
to the best possible advantage. 


Species of the sub-Family Satyrinae are found all over tho 
world, but are much more abundant at the higher altitudes, end are more 
numerous in individuals and specics in temperate regions than in the 
tropics. South-castern Australia (especially Gippsland) is very rich in 
species ~- this region has quite a number of very fine ones, some of 
which are quite rare, and have to be scarched for very diligently, sev- 
eral fine species being found only on the highest mountain ranges. 


Heteronympha solandri, the Great Golden Hoteronym ha, is 
one species in particular that is found only at an altitude of from 
4,000 to 5,000 feet. There arc also severel species of the genus 
Driexenica , very showy little butterflies, which are to be found at 
a similar clevation during Summer and .zutumn. The species of south— 
eastern Australia arc unique and showy, and have no relatives anywhere 
else in the world. They do however show some affinity to butterflics 
of the south of South America, and this shows that they are very old, 
and of archaic origin, possessing a great and most interesting anti- 
quity . 


(Continued over oe. 
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(The Golden Brown Butterflies Cont'd). 


The eggs of our Satyrinae are sometimes very beautiful, 
being usually of various shades of green, roughly spherical with a 
flattened base, and are finely and delicately ribbed. The young 
larva, on hatching, are green and hairy with large black heads, but 
as they grow to maturity quickly assume the characteristics of the 
true Setyrnae, but most of them still retain their green colour. The 
heads provide very good characteristics for the separation of the dif 
ferent species, they arc casily reared in captivity on any good soft 
native grass — they all feed at night and hide during the day. 


One of the species of Satyrinae (Tisiphone abeona), is 
one of the most remarkable butterflies in the world - it ranges from 
the Maroochy River In Queensland right through coastal Hastern aust— 
ralia, down through Wilson's Promontory to Mount Gambier in South 
australia. Throughout its wide range it has produced eight well def- 
ined sub-specics, some of which ere extremely beautiful. It is some— 
what difficult to convince overseas entomologists thet all these eight 
are but one species. The Gippsland sub-species is Tisiphone abcona 
albifuscia. Much has been writven about the sub-Family Satyrinae by 
thé late Dr. G.i. Waterhouse, who successfully paired and crossed all 
these races through several generations, many thousands of specimens 
being involved. The story is too long to deal with here. It can 
be studicd in papers written in 'The Procecdings of the Linnean Soc 
iety of N.S.W. 1922 — 1923! and in 'Tho Australian Zoologist, 1928'. 


is the life history of all the races is the same, a bricf 

description here of one race is sufficient. The egg is green or Blu- 

ish green, nearly spherical and slightly roughened, the young larva is 
green and has a shining black head with paler longitudinal lines, and 
covered with minute white dots and very short white hair. The pupa is 
bright green with wing cases outlined in bright ycllow, and suspended 

head downwards by the cremastcr. The food palnt of the larva is Gah- 
nia psittacorum, one of the Sword Grass plants. 


During my long cxperience of ocer 50 years in the bush as 

a Naturalist I have often studicd butterfly behaviour. This is most 
essential for it is only by watching the butterflics at play -— chasing 
cach other through the shafts of sunlight that filter down from the 
high eucelypts, that we can obtain an adequate appreciation of the 
habits and other characteristics of the many specics. While watching 
the butverflies at play from.a good vantage point I have often re- 
called the beautiful lines from Haworth by Scudder; — 

"Marck while he moves amid the sunny beam, 

O'er his soft wings the varying lustres gleam. 

Launched into air, on purple plumes he soars, 

Gay Naturets face with wanton glance explores; 

Proud of his varying beautics, wings his way, 

And spoils the rairest flowers, himself more fair then they." 


(Warragul F.1.C. ) 
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PLANTS OF THE DARGO HIGH PLAINS: Provided by Miss Joan 
Galbraith. (Secon during about 2 hours on 6th. April 1908) 


Polystichum prolifcrun 
lycopodium fastigatum 
Podocarpus lawrencii 
Carpha sp... ? 
Poa australis (prob. var. alpina) 
Calorophus lateriflorus 
Scirpus sp. ? 
Juncus polyanthemos ; 
Pterostylis spe ? (prob. decurve, leaves 
; ; only ) 
Grevillca australis 
Stcellaria pungens 
Scleranthus diander 
Ranunculus’ lappaceus 
iu muclicri 
Caltha intraloba (fruit) 
Drinys xerophila 
Crassula sp. ? (prob. C. macrantha, 
no flowers) 
Acacna anserinifolia (fruit) 
Oxylobium alpestre 
Pultenaca (prob. P. maclicri ) 
no flowers. 
Hovea longifolia (fruit) Alpine form 
Viola hederacca 
Ww betonicifolia 
iRMetealsaerhats stcllulata 
pauciflora 
u rubide or He viminalis 
(prob. forner) 
Kunzea muclleri 
Callistemon sicberi 
Bacckea utilis 
lpilobium (prob. E. confertifoliun, 
no flowers) 
Haloragis micrantha or depressa (no 
flowers) 
Pletysace humilis 
Hydrocotyle ciliata (prob. H. poduncul— 
ata) 
Oreomyrrhis ‘ciliata (characteristic daf- 
fodil scented leaves) 
Oo spe ? (prob. 0. criopoda) 
iciphylla glacialis (2 clumps only) 
Leucopogon hookeri (fruit) 
Pentachondra pumila 


Mother Shicld-fern 
Clubmoss 
Mountain Plum—pine 


snow Grass — 


Grconhood 


Alpine Grovillea 
Prickly Star—wort 
Tufted Knawel 
Buttercup — 

Felted Buttercup 
Alpine Larsh-merigold 
Alpine Pepper 
Stonecrop 


Bidgcce-widgce 
Mountain She ggy-peoa 
Bush=pea 


Long-lveaf Hovea 

Ivy-lveaf Violet 

Purple Violet 

Black Selleec 

Snow Gun 

Candlebark or Ribbon Gump 


Yellow Kunzoa 
Alpine Bottlebrush 


Mountain Heath-myrtle 


Willow-herb 
Raspwort 


Alpine Platysace 
Penny wort . 


Fragrant Carraway 


Carraway 

Snow aciphyli 

Mountain Board—heath 
Dwarf Heath. (dying bo- 
cause of the drought) 


(Continued over oe. 
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Itpacris paludosa . Swamp Heath 

ul sorpyllifolia Thyme Heath 
Se ill microphylla Coral Heath . 
Richia continentis Mountain Richea 
Centaurium pulchellun Centaury 
Prunella vulgaris Sclf—heal . 
Prostanthera cuncata Alpine Mint-—bush 
Grafiolaocruviana Brooklime 
Euphrasia sp. ? (no leaves) _ lyebright 
Plantago tasmanica Tasman Plantain 
Asperula (prob. Ae gunnii) Woodruff 
Pratia sp. ? Pratia 
Vollcia montana Mountain Velleia 
Stylidium graminifolium Trigger-plant 

0 lineare Narrow-leaved Trigger 


plant (so far 2s one 
tell without flowers) 
Olearia phlogopappa sp. ? (prob. var. 


subrepanda ) 
Culmisia longifolia Silvor Daisy (only two 
plants seen) 
Brachycome scapiformis Coarse Daisy 
Craspedia unifolia Billy-buttons 
Cotula alpine ‘Mountain Cotula 
Gnaphalium spe» ? (prob. Ge argenti- Cudweed 
folium) cee ne 2 
Holipterun anthemoides — ' Mayweed Sunray 
Senecio lautus ; Variable Groundsel 
Marked *, = a few flowers. No ’specics not so marked in flower 
~at all. 
IES, Jean Galbraith ---- 


i VOICE ee IN THE WILDERNESS" A Conservation Creed by 
Poter eae 


What man did to’ the Dodo, and has since been doing to the 
Blue W end about 1,000 other kinds of animals, may or may not be 
norally. Sut the iopnemmiar bea of nature is most SHH SRP because 
of what nature. dous.for mans. 


I believe something gocs wrong with man when he cuts him 
self off from the natural world. 


Wan docs not live by ibanebta alone. I believe he should take 
just as groat pains to look after tho natural treasures which inspire 


(Continued over ve. 
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(A Conservation Creed - Cont'd) 


him as he does to preserve his man-made treasures in art galleries and 
MUS CUMS. This is a responsibility we have to future generations, just 
28 we are responsible for the safeguarding of Westminster Abboy or the 
Mona Lisa. 


It has been argued that if the human popuiation of the 
world continues to increase at its present rate, there will be no roon 
for either wildlife or wild places, so why waste time, effort and mon- 
ey trying to conserve them now? But I believe that sooner or later 
man will learn to linit his own over—population. Then he will become 
much more widely concerned with optimum rather than maximum, quality 
rather than quantity, and will rediscover the need within himsclf for ¢ 
contact with wilderness and wild nature. 


No one can tell when this will happen. JI am concerned 
thet when it docs, breeding stocks of wild animals and plants should 
still exist, preserved perheps mainly in nature reserves and national 
parks, even in zoos and botanical gardens, from which to repopulate 
the natural environment man will then wish to recreate and rehabili- 
tates 


These are my reasons for believing passionately in the con- 
servation of nature. 


All this calis for action of three kinds: more rescarch 
in ecology, the setting aside of more lend as effectively inviolate 
strongholds, and above all education. By calling attcntion to the 
plight of the world's wildlife, and by encouraging people to enrich 
their lives by the enjoyment of nature, it may be possible to acccler- 
ate both the change in outlook and the necessary action. 


Much money is needed for relieving human suffering, but 
some is also needed for human fulfilment and inspiration. Conservation, K 
like education and art, claims some proportion of the money we give to 
help others, including the as yet unborn. 


The community chest which sceks to make the gallery rep- 
restative and maintains the fire-alerm system is The World Wildlife 
Fund. 


(With acknowledgments to 'Victoria's Resources! Vol. 10. No» le, 
March-May 1968 -—- included as the Editorial for the issue). 


WOMBAT KEEPS SCaLP:; Brian Williams in the 'ige' 23/5/68. 


"Poor Wiliie Wombat had a few anxious moments at yeoster- 
day's conference of the Victorian Dairy Farmers Association. Quite a * 
few delegates to the conference were literally after his scalp ... " 


There was an attempt made for an approach to the Govern— 
ment to restore the bounty for wombat scalps. The move was defcated 
and so Willie Wombat has to face the threat mainly only of the indis— 
criminate shooter. (id) 


oe 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURSLISTS CLUB. 


YALLOURN . VICTORIA. 
Honorary Secretary: Mr. Se Belgraver, 179 Lloyd Street, Moe. 
Meetings: General Meetings are held on the fourth 


Friday of each month at the Yallourn State 
School commencing at 7.30 pete. 


Excursions: Usually on the Saturdey or Sunday following 
the general meeting. 
The programme of events for the year may be 
obtained from the Secretary. 


'The Naturalist! 'Mhe Latrobe Valley Naturalist! is the offi- 
cial publication of the Club. 
Contributions on any aspect of naturel his— 
tory are invited. 


WARRAGUL FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


WARRAGUL. VICTORIA. 
Honorary Secretary: . Mr. Jack Brooks, P.O. Box No. 120, Warragul. 
Meetings: Are held on the third Friday of each month 
at the Albert Street State School, beginning 
at 8 pom. 
Excursions: Are held es arranged, usually two weeks after — 


the general meeting for the month. 


®RARALGON FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


TRARALGON. '_ViCTORIA. 
Honorary Secretary: Dre D.W. Collins, 4 Charles Street, Traralgon. 
Meetings: Are held on the second Friday of each month 
at the Grey Street State School, starting at 
Hoot Ome Dre ore 
Hxcursions: Are arranged for the Sunday following the 


General Meeting. 


All the Clubs welcome visitors at Gemerai Meetings and on the 
excursions. 
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bat z= ODO Valley Pield dlaturalists — Clubs: 


YALLOULE, VECO: aE 


Dear “ello. Ficld ‘eign lists, ect Ba Bes 

“General Uoctin= Mriday 26th. suly: iin. b, G@.Uhalners 
will introduce +e subject "Geology of the Latrobe Valley". iir. Chalmers 
vill be romembered as the instructor of the “Natural ilistory classes °.cld 
recently in Yallourn. 
“jiombers please note that for this leeture: the mecting will be held at 
YA LLOURT Wig SCHOOL. 
Tor persons “ho do n not know. allourn , the HIGH SCHOOL is situated on a 
block bordered by Latrobe Avenuc, Strzelecki Road, Outlook Road and 
jlaryv:.le Road. 


_uxcursion jaturday 27th. July ; “fill be led by iir. Chalmers. 
ilombors to moet at Yallourn Post Office at 10am. 


2. *; " Report of to Uixcecutive liccting hold at the home of 
liiss J. Galbrait?, Tycers, on tho 3rd. July. 

: Andersons Track: iiss Galbraity will endeavour to approach 
SE e authoritics concerning reserving: area near the serous 


Notional Tush. - Lhe. Gippslend Branch of the ilational 
Mrust vill be officially launched on Friday 26th (our meeting night). 
Our old eas most interested in the formation of this Branch and our 


sonior vice president, llr. Poterson , will represont our club. 
A lotter of support and best wishes will’ be sent to the noi; Branch, 


Arlinarld.” tins. Trankenberg, the sceretary of the Mammal 
Survey group of tho F.iW.C.¥. informed that the results of t.cir sur-oy 
in tho Dorlinurlo district .il1l1 be puslished in.the next issue of the 
Victorian ilaturalist. i eim ho pectes. 
She also advised that tho list of plants of this district , as compiled 


ae U 


by lirs. Lyndon and that of birds by lir. Jones, should be submitted to 
tho cditor of the "Victerian ilaturalist" for publication. 

Both lirs. Lyndon and lir. Jones gave their permission and the secretary 

wild fomrard the copics throug Iliss Galbraith to the editor... 


‘itoxt Meeting of the Uxccutive Commitves : This will be 
hold at tho homo of iiiss Rossiter ,Railway Avenuc , Yallourn, on ‘Jednes 
day 31st. July , commencing at 7.50p.M. 

CORRECRION TOL. In the list of Dargo plants in the June 
Waturalist occurs_Platysace humilis which should be Trach meno humilis. 
So far as I lmow there is no such plant as Platysace humilis except in 
my bad memory. Apologies to all readers. 
dean Galbraith. 


se Be shoes) eee wil ; Tas CRHOMGSe 


? (2) July 1968. 
Hote on Traralgon Excursion. |. by iirs.#llen Lyndon. 


I vould like -to sce more-reports of the activitics and 
discoveries made by our sister clubs in Gippsland for we can all loern. 
something from each other. 

Four parties of ierrena and Leongatha folk "gate crashed" the Traralgon 
P.4.C.oxcursion to Inverloch in February and a very enjoyable day it was, 
in the usual perfect beach weather that this sumnor has afforded us. 


It is alwas pleasant to mect people of similar interests 
and there were plenty of active children to scarch out the woird end 
wonderful things that lurk under the rocks belo.: tide level. . 

In the Latrobe Valley ijaturalist of July 1967 there are 
excellent accounts of the marine life on our shore platforms and there 
is no need for me to repeat the names of the plants and animals we exam- 
ined except for one that is something of a EY on our beaches. 


i sm@ll boy turned up something that looked like a hape- 
less mess of gre:n and browm brains, rather a "goocy"t ing we thought at 
the time, not kn Roane What ib 7as. 

A search of nigsawle Australian Seashores (a wonderful handbook for beach 
combers, with plenty of illustrations ) showed tic creature to be one of 
the free swimming Anemones, Phlyctconactis tuberculosa. When returned to 

the water it assumed the typicel anozone shape. 

Onee identified it can be recognised by the numurous little 
bladder like bulges that cover its surface. ‘the well of this anemone is 
thin and not at all jelly—like and the hollow vosciles communicate with 
the central cavity. 


Hlicn Lyndon. 
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the editor itr. George scanlan has been unablo to assist in publication 
of the liaturalist this month. 

Mis cdition has been put occ by a band of willing 
helpers from the L.V.F.i.C. 
I. am sure all readers vould Het Mr. Sis a good health in the future 
and look forvard to his comments in future issues of the Naturalist. 


I would like to thank all who have assisted vith the printing 
of this issuc.- ne eM etcest Aeletes Steed Fav J? iB: Fe 


Lorna Padficld. 


Latrobe Valley liaturalist. Issue 40. 55. 
(3) July 1968. 


A Newly Described ‘/attle. by iiss Jean Galbraith. 

Ve have known for some years that a wattle found,among other 
places, in the Baw Baw foothills,was to be described as a new species 
by Dr.Tindale of Sydney Herbariun. : 

This species which grows all around the turnoff from Thompson Valley Rd. 
to lit.Erica (old Ezardsio 1. mill site) has the large bluish phyllodes 
of another well known wattle which has long been confused with Acacia 
penninervis in Victoria, This is_A.falciformis which has foliage rather 
like A. penninervis, with the same marginal gland joined to the midrib 
by a slanting vein. 


IN an article in Contributions from the N.3.W/. Herbarium (Vol 4, No 2,) 
Dr. liary Tindale describes the new species asA.obliquinervia tindale 
and points out that true A. penninervis has not been found in Victoria. 


In discussing the new species she gives the distinctions between the three 
closely related species thus(the following is merely a summary of those 
points needed for recognition. ) 
No hairs on peduncle, nerve from gland to midrib, pod fawn 

A. penninervis. 
lio hairs on peduncle, no nerve from sland, pod bluish, 

A. obliquinervia, 

Golden hairs on peduncle, nerve from gland, pod bluish, 

i, falciformis. 
Locally the new specics may be found in most forests at or above 2000ft, 
(sometimes lower) while A, felciformis grows in the sandy country along 
Old Callignee Rd, Traralgon South. 


A. penninervis is a tree of Queensland,and northern and central 4.5... 

If it is ever found in victoria the Snowy and Suggan Buggan areas are the 
most likely. 

There are a number of I!.3.i/,.mountain species enter Victoria. 


__. _yean Galbraith _ 


NATURE VOTES peeeess Dyalirseesbonelhomps on. 

Lyrebi.rds. 

Up Traralgon Creek Road at Yerang Park, there are three lyrebirds- 
two male and one female, They are digsing up the small flat at the side 
of the road. ‘The birds leave the flat and leisurely walk into the under - 
growth as a car passes. The last six times we have passed this spot we 
have seen the birds. We hope they are nesting there but have not 
investigated for fear of disturbing them. 


Pterostylis Pishii. 

Another patch of the rare groenhood, Pterostylis Pishii, has been 
found in the vicinity of the others. In the pine plantation there is 
a gully about a chain wide that was cleared but not planted in pines. 
Right on the edge of the pines , in this gully of natural serub, grow 
two lovely patches of P. Fishii. In one patch there were at least 20 
flowers. It was a wonderful sight, thanks to Ilax. 

—-——- Bon Thompson. 
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~-ADVENTURS ‘OW THE MTRBOO- LTE. ~ by lirs. B.Lyadon. 


emt. Certain Leongatha members of the club have long promised 
themselves and each other a jaunt per rail car from soolarra to Lirboo 
North, there being a more or less unknowm section of the country between 
these towmships that cannot conveniently be explored any other Way. 

It vould, of course, make a wonderful walk,preferably in the spring, 
éommencing say, from the uphill end. In the fleeting hours of sunshine 
on June ist the first ambition yas realised. One of the motor cars was 
parked at iiirboo North,well stocked with necessities for the hour long 
lunch break, later, at this terminus. 


Boolarra station stands amid the remnants of a manmade forest 
‘of mixed conifers, deciduous trees, local bluegums and messmates. 

There are several splendid Californian Redwoods in the towmship and in 
the station yard. A particularly fine one used to grace the railway 
platform itself, but for some reason,certainly not pressure of rail traff- 
ic, it has been removed in its prime. 


YIhen they chose those little Redvoods the early planters possibly did not 
realise that they were dealing with the traditional rivals, in stature, 
of our big Mountain Ash. Boolarra is notable, too, for its avenue of 
native blackwoods, probably unique in Victoria. ‘They are past their 


prime now, and I, for one, would be happy to sec thom replanted. 


Tie single rail line snaked away, in a straight line, toward 

Vorvell, and the youthful members of the party waxcd enthusiastic as the 
deisel came cantering in. The line follows roughly the course of the 
river, the Little liorvell, here little more than a drain for farm land. 

Hop Bitter-pea and Indigo gave promise of blossom in spring along the 
railway cutting. In a paddock by the line a patch of cnormous Boletus 
toadstools sent everyone plunging to the side windows, a manoeuvre 

that would certainly wrecked a Sydney ferry. Je walked back to them 
later and marvelled at thoir size, noted that they grew in improved past- 
ure, and yes, in Swamp Gum terrain. Their color and shape suggested new 
saddlery, complete with nice yellow lining; one could imagine a pony club 
had called in and unsaddled for lunch, carelessly dumping their 
leathervare about the ground. i 


Soon the train began to climb and we entered the bush, 
rather pathetic bush it is today, with pilcs of pulpwood stacked among 
the thin cover of the romaining trces. Beteen rail and river a long 
narrow strip of farm land runs, disappointingly, all the way up to 
Darlimurla, with the rising land on the othor side more or less denuded. 

We vere more than half a century too late to see the beauty of the 
liirboo line, first opened for traffic in 1866, 


Rooting merrily through Darlimurla xe noticed a familiar 
caravan parked near the Big free, reminding us that colorful ankleits 
will be fashionable among the local. loneyeaters this spring. 


ne aaoee ar (continued shite Joe von 
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Adventure on the liirboo line contd. 


The run from there into liirboo North proved more interesting than the 
carlicr section. A shallow gully, packed with Coral Fern and the feath- 
ery plumes of Tassol Cord-rush, ran beside us, and onco a Wallaby sprang 
up and hopped away. ‘Tho adjoining land was vicll furnished twith shrubb— 
ery and should bo worth investigating later in the year. 

All too soon we wore running out into the cleared pine lands with the 
head of our gully a blackened wilderness. ; 


A spell of bright sunshine decided us on lunching do.m in the 
Baths Reserve, at Ilirboo North, beside another gully s.cltered with scont— 
od Paperbarks where massed King Ferns, Coral Pern and several Blechnums 
struggle valiantly against tho tide of suburban housing and the proximity 
of people. The Tassel Rush once grew luxuriantly round the pools and up 
to a dozon orchids have bsen-listed for the arca before it vas isolated. 


All aboard for the return journcy, there was a scramvle for the 
front window seats that afforded a motorist$ view of tho tunnel - like 
cutting, overhung with shrubbery, hat rushes dovmhil] past the show 
ground. Tc introduced Gorse ha hitch-hiked along the line and is to be 
soon growing in soveral placos, but it does not seem to have spread scrio- 
usly here as it has in some districts. 

So addicted to train travel had the party now become that the journcy 
was continued into Morwell, agsin by 2 strotch of country not seen from 
tho main roads. It is a very pleasant.way to spend 2 winter saturday 
aftermoon. i : : 
Ellen iyndon,. 


AN INTERESTING FUNGUS. 
+ Somotimes whon fungi hunting in the bush, especially in sand 
country, we may pick up dry fronds of bracken fern decora.ed round the 
cdges of the leaflets «Ath what looks like bobble fringe, scaled dowm 
to fairy size. ; Re ate , 


Those minute "toadstools" are the spore capsules of one of 
This particular one is named Didynium’ squamulosum. The fruiting bodics 
the columolla. U der the microscope they are seen to be covered with 
starry clusters of calcium carbonate. “Thoy are not an uncommon fungus 


but boing so tiny they often pass unnoticed on the forest floor, 
where they play their part in breaking dovm tho decaying pliant debris. 
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in ifuclleria , the publ cation of the National Herbariun, 
Vol.1.i10.3,1967. many new specics and unavoidable name changes appear. 
It is not possible to list thom’all , but ones that affoct Ginpslmd 
plants likely to be seen by members of our club are montionod, 

Hovea, rosmarinifolia A.cunn. Until recontly this was knovm 
as H. longifolia forma aspera,but carlicr it had been described as 
H. rosmarinifoli2 and in future <ill be kmo.m by that name. 

This is the Hovea which epaerns above the road between the 
Thompson River 2nd ‘ialhalla. 
Helongifolia 2.Br. tae. montana J.l.\fillis is the d spat richly purple 
shrub with sini broad leaves, of many mountain tops. 


4 Baeckea_gunniana Schaucr, and a broader leaved but other 
wise similar Bacckea have been Waninbckan to all of us who are intoresteod 
in the it. BawBaw plants. Tho broad leaf plant was k.oim as 
B. gunniona Schauer var. latifolia Benth. lir, /illis hes pcinted out 
that there are three , not to, Closcly related plants on Baw Bavw,B.gunnia 
na with tiny concave leaves, B. utilis.ifiq. wit: longor leaves (ap to euCEnt 
“flat above,heelod below, and the broad-leaf form which is a varicty not 
of B. gunnians but of B.utilis. 
It now becomes B.utilis liiq. var.latifolia J.?./illis. 


Parsonsia brovmii is now the name of the thrining Silk Pod, 
as lyonsia (its old name), is not now considered distinct from the gonus 
Parsonsia. 


Helichrysum accuminatum 30. has long been ccnfusod with 
H. bracteatum Andr. The latter is a t211 branched: golden cveriasting 
growing from sca level to mountainsidés, but not alpine. H. acuminatum 
is not tall and is unbranched, alvays alvinc. 


Apalochlamys spectvabilis J.H.Willis has long been knowm as 
Cassinle spectabalisLabill. It is the tall aromatic bicnnial plent with 


very large dovmy leaves, which mony of us saw on the edge of a saltmarsh 
on the outskirts of the Lakes [ationsl Park during a club excursion in 
1966. . It is so very differont from all species of Cassinia that it 
is satisfactory to kmowv.it is. given the status it deserves. 


Calomeris amaranthoides Vent. is 2s unlike all other specic 
of Humea (it was previously_H. clogans) 4s Apeloc! Llamys is unlike all 
species cies of Cassinia. It is the tall plumed iridescent biennial 
wit) fragrant leaves, which we know; as Incense Plant and have admired 
on the Bruthen roadside. 

In additition to these name changes affecting plants we often see, tnere 
are four new species which have an aspecial personel interest for us. 


(continucd over... . 
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Uew species anc iow names contd. 


Banksia canci J.J. /illis is named after its discoverer lir.Cane 
of Maffra, well knovm to many OD Us). Those taking part in the 


‘algulmerong oxcursion will remember scoing it, like a prickl» lcaved 
Silver Banksia, but with velvety cones while Wee: of the commoner spec 
ies are smooth. 


Oloaria allonderac J.H.illis was named aftor our friend [iss 
Allender, Excursion sccrctery of F..C.¥. who discovered it emiles north 
of Darby River. 


tlolichrysum ey seh Sue we /illis wes named. in honour of 
our follow member 2nd friond Keith Rogers of ulgulmerong who first 
collected it at Brumby Point, N.E.ilumniong Plateau. 


Wonotocs rotundifolia J.H.Willis is another no; species 
discovered by Mr. Rogers at Brumby Point. 


Jean Galbraith. 


— : —_— 


Sry CLONE UROMALIL 


T have just enjoyed reading Bortha 5. Dodge's book "Plants 
that changed the ‘jorld." Mis book shows the debt we owe to some 
botanists end plant collectors, whilw telling oe thoir couregc, persist 
ence and adventures. . 

It co::-ences with a chapter on Sir Joseph Banks and tie problems he 
overcame with the Breadfruit. ext is the scarch, c collection and secrets 
of the plants t at produce quinine. 

Then follows + co long search for the plant that cures me eprosy and the 
problems of procuring seeds and ple nts to establish the e first ruber 
plantations outside Brazil. 
Pho story of monilla rope and the difficulties, of over SND SE EY 
100years, before it was growm outside the Phillipines and how eal ‘is plant- 
ation in Panama saved the world from a rope shortage during ae > last 
S7Owul annntye 

The “istory of +e discovery and use of ax bearing plants 
tells of the patience of, “at dangers faced by ,lionry Wickham 
Finally the sozret of the poison uscd on arrows in South imerica, how it 
“as obtained and how it is literelly a life-saving matericl in the cure 
of spastic pavalysis, is truly foscinating. 
iis is 2 book of whe history of some important plants and it holds the 
readers interest to the ond. 


Bon Thompson. 


ead 
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CHUSUS OF WATTVG FLOR. Ti GOR MIDALS 2BSuRVE. 


Acacia botrycephala Sunshine /jattle 
A. diffusa Spreading 
ate molanoxylon f Blaciviood 
Acionthus cxertus Gnat Orchid 
Acrotrichke prostrat= Honey—pots 
Amperca xiphoclada Broom Spurge 
Astroloms humifusum Cranberry Heath 
Billardicra scandens Appleberry -=.:. -- 
Brumonia australis Pincushions 
Bossiaca cinerca Showy Bossicaca 
Brachycome scapiformis Coarse Daisy 
Burchardi2 umbellcata iilkmeids ‘= ‘ 
Caladenia carnca Pink Fingers 
Cassinia aculcata © * Dogwood 
C. " longifolia _ ohiny Cassinie - 
Casuarina sp ? Sheoke i 
Chiloglottis reflexe Autumn Sird Orchid 
Comesperma volubile Love Creeper 
Correa reflexa Correa 
Corybas Lelmet Orc: id 
Centaurium pulchellum Austral Conteaury 
Dianella revolta Spreading Flax lily 
Davicsiea latifolia . . Hop Bitter—pea 
Dilliwynia glaborrima Veathy Parrot-pca 
Drosera auriculata Sundew , 
Bpacris impressa Common Heath -— pink and white 
Hriochilus cucullata arson's Bands : 
Eucalyptus consideniana Prickly 3tringybark 
iD pyeeega lt Zloboidcea White u 
“Gahnia radula Brickmakers! Sedg- 
Glossodia major dazlip 
Gnaphalium involucratum . Common Cud.rced 
Gompholobium huegelli Karralla 
‘Cn aa latifolium Broad Jedge- per 
Crovillea chrysoplraca Golden Grevillea 
Hardenbergia violacca Sarsparilla 
Helichrysum scorpioides: Curling Mvcerlasting 
Hibbertia stricta urect Guinea Flower 
Hypericum gramincum Little St.John's Vort 
Haloragis tetragyna ' Raspwort 
Hovea heterop::ylla Hovea 
fennedya prostrata Ruaning postman 
Leptospermum myrsinoides Silk Tea - tree 
pale hit scoparium _.  Jianuka 
Leucopogon virgatus | Common Beard Heath 


(continued over ..... 
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Consus of Gormendale Jcserve 


Lomandra filiformis 

L 3 longifolia 
Lomatia ilicifolia 
Olcaria myrsinoides 
Persoonia juniperina 
Pimelea humilis 
Platylobium formosun 

P U obtusangulum 


Scacvola ramosissimna 
Senecio loutus 

Senecio sp. ? 
Stackhousia monogyna 
Stylidiun graninifolium 
Totrathecn pilosa 
Thelymitra grandiflora 
lire pauciflora 
rubra 
Thysanotus patersonii 
Tricoryne oclatior 
Viole bederaceca 
Villarsiz exaltata 
Vahlenbergia sp. ? 
Xanthorrhoen minor 
fanthosia dissects 


il " 
At ° 


nea) 


ny + 
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cont.» a } Sa ee Spice 


Vottvle Matrush 
Spiny -neaded Matrush 
Holly Lomatia 
Silky ey -bush 
Prickly Gecbung 

mrart Riceflover 
Handsome Flat - pen 
Common a 


Hairy Fan - flower 

Pireweed 

Tireweed without ray florets 
Candles 

Grass Trigger - plant 

Pink Bell 

Great Sun - orchid __ 


‘Slender " 


palnon a 

Twining Fringe -lily 
Yellow Autumn - lily 
Ivy -leafed Violet 
Yollow liarsh - flover 
Blucbell 

Smell Grass - tric 
Cut - leaf xanthosis 


Beeause some of the plants were not flowering at tne times when we were 


at the reserve we wore not able to identify the specics 


although the 


family could be recognised by the leaves. 
‘Jo will try to identify these this yoar. 


I think we should 
tine which has beon 


Bon Thompson, 


say thenkyou to the entire Thompson family for the 
spent in the Gormondale reserve. 

All club members ~rill find this census valuable nex 
visit to the area. LP. 


t time they make a 
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(10) July 1968. 
Warragul Vield Naturalist Club Hotes...) sn. ete 


The July meeting will be held on the third fridey as usual and 
will be the commencing night for a series of short Botany Classes 
conducted by lir. C.lisher. 

Miembers wishing to learn the fundamentals of this ever popular 
subject "Botany" should not fail to attend our next three of four 
mectings. 24 
The main part of the evening will be taken up by a talk from our secret-— 
ary lir. Jack Brooks who haz chosen for his subject ‘the "Physiography 
of lest Gippsland". 


__._ Chas. Hiil. 
Publicity Officor. 


—— 


Report of Excursion. held Saturday Junc29th. 


This was led by lir.I. licDonald, Regional Forest Officer of the 
5..C. Avea of excursion «cre the 3.2.C.rceserves in tho areas cont— 
rolled by the S.c.c. 
The first reserve visited «vas Vitt's Gully Dam Reserve of 150 acres, 
also included in this reserve is 20 acres of land owned by lir. Cuthbert- 
son. Next stop was the Ssyors Trigg Point reserve of 50 acres. 
Vere we sow Pink Heath in flower, and were all avare of what this whole 
areca would have been in bygone days. 


Ve then travelled along licDonald's Track to Yailourn and 
to The Yallourn Storage Dam which has 250 -300 acres of shore area reserve 
Here we saw -ovidence of tree planting to help beautify the shore line. 


From here «we joumoyed along various roais to tho watorlily 
esorve of 50 acres. There was another reserve within the vorks area, 
but.we did not visit this one. 


‘On the way home the party travelled through some rugged 
country surrounding the Tyers River Gorgo. 


interesting and informative cxcursion. 
Ur, J.Pcterson moved a vote of thanks to mr. i-cDoneald. 


These notes wore compiled by iirs. 2-Thompson. «sho has also writton a 


summary of the talk given by iir. licDonald at the mecting of the L,V.l iC, 
This will appeer in a later edition of the Naturalist. 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIMLD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


YALLOURN . VICTORIA. 
Honorary Secretary: Mr. Se Belgraver, 179 Lloyd Street, Moe. 
Meetings s General Meetings are held on the fourth 


Friday of each month at the Yallourn State 
School conmencing at 7-30 peMe> 


Excursions: Usually on the Saturdey or Sunday following 


the general meeting. 


The programme of events for the year way be 
obtained from the Secretary. 


'The Naturalist! 'The Latrobe Valley Naturalist! is the offi- 


cial publication of the Club. 
Contributions on any aspect of natural his-— 
tory are invited. 


WARRAGUL PIRLD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


WARRAGUL. ‘VICTORIA. 
Honorary Secretary: — Mr. Jack Brooks, P.O. Box No. 120, Warragul. 
Meetings: Are hold on the’ third Friday of each month 
at the Albert Street State School, beginning 
at 8 poem. 
Tixcursicnss Are held as arrenged, usually two weeks after 


the general meeting for the month. 


SRARALGON FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


Honorary Secretary: Dre D.W. Collins, 4 Charles Street, Traralgon. 

Meetings: Are held on the second Friday of each month 
at the Grey Street State School, starting at 
T2350 Pe Me o 

Excursions: Are arranged for the Sunday following the 


General Meeting. 


All the Clubs welcome visitors at Gemerai Meetings and on the 
eXCUrsSiONS. 


Hospital, Yallourn. 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB. 
YALLOURN. VICTORIA. 


Dear Fellow Field Naturalists, 


Generali Meeting Friday 23rd. August: This is to take 


the form of @ film night, with selected films on subjects of natural 
history. The films should be of-interest to all members, and it is 
hoped that those members who are not taking advantage of school hol- 
- idays will attend, together with as many friends as possible. 


The place of the meeting is, as usual, the Yaliourn 
Primary School and the time of commencement 7.30 Polo» 


Excursions: The Excursion Secretary, Miss N.Y. Rossit- 
ter has provided the following information regarding the August excur— 
Sion, as well as the mid~month excursion on the 15th. September. 


Saturday 24th. August: Mr. & Mrs. 0. Thompson will 


lead members to inspect immature and mature pine forests in order to 
observe the effect of the plantations on the growth of native plants 
in ompetition with the pines. The meeting place will be the Traral- 
#on High School at the corner of Gormandale Road and Liddiard Street. 
Time of meeting 10.30 a.m. 


Sunday 15th. September: This is to be a half-day ex- 

_ cursion and iire Graham Marshall will lead a combined party of members 
of the Latrobe Valley and Traralgon Field Naturalist Clubs to the Rose 
dale South flower reserve where it is expected there will be a color— 
ful and varied display of wildflowers. This excursion will provide 
an opportunity for members of both Clubs to meet each other; 


The meeting place will be near-the railway line at 
Racecourse Road, Rosedale at 2 pom». Members should proceed along: the 
Princes Highway to the 'T' junction at the end of the Rosedale shop~ 
ping centre, then turn right and continue to the railway crossing, 


Executive Meeting: This was held at the home of Miss 
N.T. Rossiter on Wednesday 31st. July. Among the matters discussed 
were 3- 

'The Neturalistt. As it is now time to arrange for 
the printing of covers for the Club publication for another period, 
various suggested alterations were discussed, without any finalty, and . 
a further meeting is to be held at Miss Rossiter's home on Wednesday 
14th. August at 7-30 pom. in order to be able to make a recommnenda~ 
tion to members at the general meeting. 


Film titles were selected for the next general meeting 
from the State Film Centre catalogue and a letter from the Department 
of Crown Lands and Survey regarding the creation of a flora reserve 
in the vicinity of Anderson's Track was read and received awaiting 
further reports. 
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THE NEWLY eee Jee $ by Keith Rogers: 


In ae july. issue of the !Latrobe Valley Naturalist', it 
was interesting to read Miss Jean Galbraith's report on the recent 
naming by Dr. Tindale of Acacia obliquinervia tindale. It was also 
most helpful to have certain botanical differences given between this 
wattle and the closely related A. falciformis, common in Gippsland, 
and A. penninervis of New South Wales. 


In this Wulgulmerang tableland area, and on the higher 
ranges to the west, both the local species of the A. penninervis group 
are extremely abundant, and it is pleasing to now have their correct 
classification. 


On the higher ranges of this part of Hast Gippsland, 
particularly at altitudes of 4000 to 4500 feet, there are extensive ar- 


eas in which the newly described wattle is the dominating shrub. At 


a casual glance it is often very similar in appearance to the eucalypt 
undergrowth of the usual open montane forest Sete 2s one meets with a- 
round Rocky Plain. 


In its local form this wattle is a shrub of six or eight 
feet, sometimes more, and has lightish green phyllodes, frequently 
about 3 to 4 inches long by one inch wide. This is in contrast to ‘the 
tall growth and larger dark green or bluish phyllodes- of the form on 
ine Baw Baw foothills, as mentioned by Miss Galbraith. 


(he conspicuous flowers of this wattle are bright gold 

_ in fairly large heads, and come out in early to late October according 

to altitude, and about the same time as the Silver Wattle (A. dealbata) 
when growing with it. It has wide, flat, bluish seed pods. Away from 
the higher altitudes this.wattle also wae ysivoiteal iis appears on the cast— 
ern margins of the plateau, around the heads of the gorges that break 
off towards the Snowy River. The height there would be around 2000 
feet. 


Another form of apparently the same wattle occurs in New 
South Wales along the road from Jindabyne to Kosciusko. There the 
light-green phyllodes are much longer and narrower and very curved. . 
This narrow phyllode form of A. obliwuinervis also grows in one or two 
spots not far south of the Cobbera; Mountains. The same wattle is also 
plentiful on the north-eastern area, adjacent to the mountains. It 
flowers in great profusion in late October along the road approaching 
Falls Creek from the Mount Beauty side. 


The hocal form of Acacia falciformis grows around the pad— 
docks at Black Mountain, and particularly along the scarp of the table- 
land that overlooks Suggan Buggan and up to an altitude of around 3500 
feet. It is often quite a tall, straight tree of 50 or 60 feet or’ 
more, with very dark, rough bark, and bearing large, dull green phyl-— 
lodes of up.to.8" X-14, usually only slightly falcate. Some of the 
younger trees may be shapely, with dense lustruous foliage. 


(Continued over ... 
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The cream coloured flower heads are very large, and come 
out in late Spring or early Summer and about the same time as the Black 
Wattle (A. mearnsii). The bluish pods are wide and strap-like, and 
the seeds large. It takes more than 12 months for them to ripen. 


Acacia falciformis, in its various forms, is much more 
widespread than A. obliquinervis, in Gippsland, as it flourishes 
from the mountains .to the coast. It has an interesting variant on 
the limestones of Buchan, and at Toorloo Arm of Lake Tyers. There it 
is a tree having quite short blue-grey phyllodes, but the flowers and 
pods appear the sane as with the typical form. 


Now that we know that the true Ae penninervis is only 
listed for New South Wales, it will be of interest to follow up Miss 
Galbraith's suggestion, and search for it in the valley of the Snowy 
River and its tributarics. 


Perhaps sone day one might meet up with other Club mem- 
bers doing just that ! 


—---- Keith Rogers ee 


irrata s Corrections by Mrs. sis Bes 


I must apologise to readers Ee two errors appearing in 
recent issucs of the 'Latrobe Valley Naturalist!. The first, in 
Issue No. 52 of April 1968, Page 8. Speaking of Kingfishers.—- In 
the fourth line it should read: "the junction of the Thomson River and 
the Canal" instcad of: "the junction of the Latrobe River and the Can— 
alive The Latrobe and the Meise Rivers mect further downstream at 
the Swing Bridge. 


And the SCORES In Issue No. 55, July 1968, page 4, 
"Adventure on the liirboo Line, 4th. paragraph and last line. Date 
given for this line opening should have been 1886 and not 1866. 


syst fllen Lyndon == 


The probably typographical error regarding the date of 
the.opening of the railway to liirboo also brought @ prompt note from 
our Boronia member and friend Reg. Stephens to Mrs. Padfield, who, 
among others of the members brought out the July issue. Mir. Stephens 
wrotes "JT am sure that the typographical error on Page 4 of the L.V. 


Naturalist! July 1968, would make the editor 'sit up'. I would have 
no doubt that many others would know that the Mirboo end of the line 
was opened in 1886 and not 1866." Chas. Daley, in his 'The story of 


Gippsland' wroto that the railway line to Boolarra was opened on the 
10th. April 1885, and to North Mirboo on the (ith. January 1886. 


(di tor) 
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 A_NEW BREED OF HONEY HATERS ? by Hlien Lyndon. 


This Winter I have been putting out syrup for the Hon- 
caters, and the White-ears, the Spinebills and the Red Wattle-birds 
have been taking full advantage of this strange quince tree that prod- 
uces goblets of nectar in its off season. But the most enthusiastic 
sweet sippers of them all are the Sparrows. They come in droves and 
Sit around the honey pots dipping their finches! bills in blissful en 
joyment, to the great exasperation of the Spinebilis. 


Is this a common habit in Sparrows ? And if members 
please, how can we convince them that they are poe and not 
honey eaters at all ? ? They are sctting such a bad example to the 
other garden birds like the Goldfinches, Magpics and Starlings. 


-—-—- Eilen Lyndon -———— 


A FURTHER NOTE REGARDING Wi MORWELL - MIRBOO 
RAILWAY: by Mrs. Lb. Padficid. a Beem 


It has becn stated by the cuthoritics that the railway 
from Morwell to Mirboo (and stations in between) will cease to oper- 
ate as from the 7th. September 1968, ard be replaced by a bus service. 
Members may then be content to walk along sections of the track and 
see some of the treasures that abound. 


— orem Lorna Pedficld —--— 


BIRD VISTUORS : by Jean Galbraith. 


Different seasons bring different birds to specific lo- 
calities. I have already mentioned the Léarge—billed Scrub="ren who 
visited this garden in Autumn. It apparently lsft after about six 
wecks » One morning, during the last weck in May, two more spoctacu- 
lar birds arrived - a pair of Eastern Shrike-tits. They are not rare 
birds; but are sufficicntly uncommon here not to have been secon in 
the garden before. Indeed, I have seen them only twice in the dis— 
trict, though the bird-watchers in our Club have secn them more often 
and even found nests. The two bright birds, green-backed, golden- 
breasted with a stiffly erect black and white crest, bathed in the 
bird bath — looked at the bird table and nectar Beeuie without taking 
food, and were not seen again. 


The same afternoon a female White-winged Triller visited 
the bird bath. Triliers occasionally nest in the district, and a pair 
spent last Spring near Traralgon, but it is at least 10 years since I 
have seen one at Tyers. 


al Jean Galbraith -——— 
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ANNUAL BIRD-BANDING REPORT 1967/68: by _F.E. Jones. 


The number of birds banded by the Latrobe Valley Field 
Naturalists bird-banding group. during the past twelve months is much 
lower than in the previous two years. This is due partly to the 
drought and also to the fact that, as the project system was started 
in the bird-banding scheme towards. the end of 1966, this is the first 
full year in which (apart from 19 Flame Robins) our banding has been 
restricted to Honeyvaters. This year has been an off year for both 
red Ironbark (EH. sideroxylon) and Red Box (E. polyanthemos) in our 
banding arcas, and this too has tended to redtice the number of birds 
banded « 347 birds were banded and there were 47 retraps. 


The most interesting of the retraps was a White-naped 

Honey-cater banded at Stoney Creck near Cowarr, and retrapped 10 miles 
west 9%; months later at Flourbag Creek, noar Bruntons Bridge. This is 
the first bird we have rotrapped away from the place where it was band- 
ed» Also during the past years two of our bands have been returned by 
members of the public. One, a Kookaburra 090-72033 was found dead at 
Newry, and the other, a Picd Currawong 090-72027, was killed by a fal- 
ling tree in Boola forest. Although both these were recovered quite 
close to where they were banded, it is gratifying to know that people 
will return the bands when they find thom. 


As will be seun on the list, the number of specics is 
down to 10, and the total is less than 1/3 of the number last ycar, how 
ever, some useful evidence was gained of the way bird life is affected 
by the scasonal conditions and the variations of the flowering of the 

~ Bucalypts and Banksias. ‘Tho amount of data that has accrued from a 
little over three years of banding is starting to be of some value, 
and when further study of ficld note; books, band schedules, and re- 
trap schedules can be donc the project may, I hope, be carricd on in 
Q@ more scientific manner. Even 2 quick look through the records 
reveals interesting possibilitics. 


In contrast to the banding, our nest recording cfforts 
wore much better last season, 66 nest record cards being completed. 
39 were compiled by Mrs. J. Jphnstone and Mrs. E. Collins (most in- 
terestingly and carefully done), and 27 by myself. 


The return of specics bandcd is shown on the following 
PAZC. 


ae Heol. Jones | 9 === 
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RETURN OF SPECIES BANDED. 


1/71/67 - 30/6/68. 


Species. Total 
Banded. 
Flame Robin. 19 
White-naped Honey-cater. 38 
Brown-headed Honey—cater. 21 
Kastern Spinebill. 61 
Lewin Honey-cater. Ne 
Yellow-faced Honcy—cater. 22 
White-vared Honey-cater, 3 
Yellow-tufted Honey-cater. 52 
Crescent Honey—cater. 35 
New-holland Honcy-cater. 95 
347 


THE STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION AND POLICY IN RELATION TO 
FOREST CLEARING AND LAND DEVELOPMENT ; 
———— ee EV UE NS 


A report by Mrs. Bon Thompson of 2 talk by Mr. Ian McDon— 
ald, Regional Forestry Officer, §.B.G., at the June general mecting of 
the Club. 


Mr. I. McDonald, Regionai Forestry Officer of the §.H.C., 
explained the reasons for the S.B.C. entering upon a land clearing and 
development project. Firstly he explained the nature of the fire com 
plex of the forests of the Latrobe Valley from a timc before and since 
the advent of man into the area, The fires cleared the forest floor 
and created conditions suitable for regrowth. Much of the regrowth 
was eaten by the native animals which followed the fires, and the anim- 
@ls were folsowed by the eborigines, who in turn caused fires to be lit 
in their pursuit of the animals, Fires in the forest arcas bocame 
more frequent and intensive in their effect on the entry of the white 
man to the country. 


Mr. MeDonald traced the history of fires in tho arca 
from about 1930 onwards, end showed by moans of slides how fire fight- 
ing equipment developed from a few kn2psacks and wet bags to theo vory 
efficient equipment possessed by the S.E.C. now. He stated that a 
fire in the then open—cut in 1944 caused damage to the extent of about 
2,000,000 - @ fire in similar circumstences today would result in dam 
age in the region of 100 million dollars. 


(Continued over oo. 
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S.E.C. Rorestry Policy Cont'd). 


After the 1944 fires, fire prevention measures and cquip- 
ment were greatly improved, and in the early 1950's began the extensive 
form2tion of access roads through the forest areas. By 1956, 110 miles 
of these roads or tracks, and 50 water dams had been completed. How- 
ever, one of the effects of fewer serious fires and clearing of large 
areas of forest lands was a destruction of native animal habitat, and 
this in turn meent the growth of denser scrub. 


. Fr llowing fires during 1957, the Commission experimented 
with helicopters, foam cquipment, and the newly designed 800 gallon tank 
units. But subsequent fires in 1962 at the back of Yallourn North 
showed how ho sless it was to halt fires of a major nature in timbered 
areas, although 2% that time there were 40 tankers and 400 men avail- 
able for fire fighting. Coal dust fall-out in a radius of about three 
miles from coal winning operations added to the intensity of fires in 
the forests. These and other factors indicated a need for clearing 
large areas of timber and creating grasslands in order to provide a 
reduction in the damage by fire in the area surrounding the open cuts 
and the buildings and other property of the Commission. 


Mr. McDonald explained that the §.8.C. had not indulged 
in indiscriminate clearing of forest lands} and th:t the large areas 
necessarily cleared, about 2,000 acres each year from 1959, contained 
about 20% of reserves in the form of gullies, steep hilis where erosion 
could have beun serious if all vez,etation cover was removed and the 
trees and other growth in such ereas were retained, and also that shel-— 
ter belts were also provided. The Latrobe Valley contained about one 
Million acres, and the arcas cleared by the §.H.C. for fire prevention 
purposes totalled only about 20,000 acres. 


SSS Bon Thompson - ——~— 


REMNANT OF A GIPPSLAND PERN GULLY: by Ellen Lyndon. 


There are roadworks in progress this winter at the junc-— 
tion of the Thorpdale road with the Mountain Hut road. The soil in 
the aroa.is richly red and it doesn't take much imagination to picture 
the 'glue pots' that were experienced “by the early settlers in their 
sledging days in the Gippsland Hills. A creekbed gully divides the 
rising timbered land from the cultivated potato paddocks to the south, 
and downstream, in the sharp angle formed by the two raod embankments, 
the remnant of a wonderful fernery still survives. 


Scented Paperbarks form a close thicket, very old spec- 
imens, I should think, with robust trunks reaching up some twenty- five 
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(Remnant of a Gippsland Fern Gully Cont'd) 


feet to the light. Clinging to the rough bark and climbing right 

up to the thin canopy above ere the green feathery billows of Scramb- 
ling Coral Fern, so lush and rounded and mounded that to lose ones 
footing and fall’ into it is like plunging into a feather bed. In 

the wet years this portion of the gully has always been tréacherous— 
ly boggy, and this probably accounts for its survivel in the corner 

of a grazing paddock. In the drought of the long summer just past 
the ground was mereLy damp and springy, end the road worxers began on ” 
the realignments, taking @ great scoop out of the fernery that pro- 
viously rolled right up to the road edge. 


There occasional Silver Wattles, Blackwoods and Swamp 
Gums in the mclealeuca thicket which runs pérellel with the Thorp- 
dele roed for a few hundred yerds, thinning out where tongues of 
higher land run into it lower down. There are some nice specimens 
of the King Fern; an odd Rough Tree-fern; some Batswing Fern and 
Hard Water-forn, with lots of venerable Pishbone Water-fern on 
trunks to two feet high. Not an impressive list perhaps, but form 
ing @ pocket of rich grecnery such as is becoming 211 too rare in our 
local hill forests today. On the day of my visit a young Tiger 
Snake lay sunning itsolf on a pile of dry sticks, ina beautifully 
petterned coi1t the size of a saucer. It rema: ined quite motionless, 
but with the head raised alertly from the centre. 


I had visions of approaching the owner of this corner 
as it is well situated in the angle of the roads and could be easily 
fenced off. Judge of my disappointment when I came on an embankment 
newly thrown across the entine gully, no doubt dooming the contents 
to slow drowning in a water catchnent. 


Across the Mountain Hut road on the upper side, the 
gully looks dense but it is actually only thin and uninteresting 
scrub with few ferns of any sort. I conclude that this part has at 
sone time been burned clean, while the lower Side, watered by springs, 
has escaped all fire. In this upper gully, within 2 short distance of 
the noisy machinery working on the road, I Surprised a Lyrebird scratch— 
ing about in the dry leaf mould. 


The plants refereed to above, in order of mention, aros— 


Melaleuca squarrosa Todea barbara 
Gleithenia microphylla Cyathea australis 
Acacia dealbata Histiopseris incisa 
Acacia melanoxylon Blechnum procerum 
Eucalyptus ovata Blechnum nudun 


—--- ~ llen Lyndon —--= 
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REPORT OF THH GHOLICAL EXCURSION ON- 27TH: JULY + 
Reported by Mrs. Lorna Padficld. 


The excursion was led by lire D.G. Chalmers who had 
talked to wembers on the previous night on the Geology of the Lat- 
robe Valley. 


The weather was that which we have become to accept 
as good 'ficld nats' ' weather, and the party was first led by Mr. 
Ghalmers to the lookout on.Coach Road hilitop which overlooks 
Yallourn and 2 considerable part of the Latrobe Valley. The shape ' 
of this part of the valley could be seun and it was explained 
that it had been formed by faulting and subsidence resulting in 
a graben or trough. Mr. Chelmers pointed out the Yarragon Feult 
and parts of the Yaliourn Monocline which was also referred to as’ 
the Haunted Hills Fault. 


Then to an arca which was reached along the old 
Pump House Road on the Latrobe River. We scrambled down the slope 
to the river and were shown the Mesozoic conglomerate which consis- 
ted of pebbles and boulders cemented together in a mass. Also secon 
associated with the conglomerate wore Silurian Sandstones. 


At a spot opposite the.Yaliourn Power Stations, on the 
top side of the road cutting we were shown the different strata of 
rock matcrial which had been laid down so many miliions of ycars 
AGO.» Along the road, through Yaliourn North and onto the Mobile 
Querry, and to the site of the quarry workings. A stack of rock 
had becn left standing in the quarry and here were found specimens 
of Vesicular Basalt, which contained the vesicles or holes formed 
by stcam in the molten lavaas it quickly coolcd on or near the sur-- 
face of the carth. Zeolites were found in the basalt, which was 
overlying 2 scdimentary rock formation. 


The party continued back to the highway, end turned 
at Tyers onto the old Tyers - Walhalla Road, as far as the turn- 
off to W3 track. Some of the members walked to the old quarry 
where souce plant fussils, including ferns were found in the mud- 
stones and siltstones. Returning to the cars the route was tak- 
cn along the other branch of W3 track to the site of the old kilns 
and the quarry of Tyers Limestoncs, which were situated on the sast 
branch of the Tyers River. 


Hore the limestone quarry face formed cliffs of from 
40 to 50 feet, which, it was explained were the beds of limestone, 
laid down in 2 horizontal bed, had been tipped into @ vertical pos- 
ition by the tremendous carth movements of long past periods. 


The Siluro-Devonian limestone is fossiliferous, and 
included many remains of corals , crinoids, brachiopods, trilo- 
bites, and many uthers. Fossils were aiso found in the mudstones 
below the roadway, and this lust erea of searching was followed 
by thanks to Wir. Chalmers and a return along the roads to home. 


myc Lorna Padficld cas 


-Latrobe Valley Neturelist. See fe SSUSENG DO. 
ee Se aw (10) August 1968. 


..Lutrobe Valley Ficld Naturalists Club. 


Honorary Secretary: Mr. S. Betgraver, 179 Lloyd Street, Moc. 
Mectings: The general mectings are held on the 


fourth Friday of each month at the Yallourn 
Primary School, at 7.30 p.m. 


Excursions: Usually on the Saturday or Sunday after the 
General mecting, as shown on the programme 
of events for the year. 


Warragul FPicld Naturalist Club. 


Honorary Secretary; Mir. Jack Brooks, Box No. 120, Warragul 
Mectingss: Are held on the third Friday of each month 


at the albert Street State School, begin- 
ing at 8 p.m... 


wxcursions: Are held as arranged, usually two weeks 
after the monthiy general meeting. 


Traralgon Ficld Naturalist Club. 


Honorary Secretary ¢ Dr. D.W. Coltins, 4 Charles Street, Jrar-— 
algon. 
Moctingss ire held on the second Friday of cach 


month at the Gray Street Schovl, starting 
at {+30 pmo. 


Hxcursions: These are arranged usually for the Sunday 
following the general mecting. 


All of the Clubs welcome visitors to their General hieetings 
und Hxcursions. 


——— — 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB: 
YALLOURN. VeLCTORTA a 


Dear Fellow’ Field Naturalists, 


General Meeting Friday 27th. September 1968: The 
subject for the September meeting is to be 'The Invertebrates! and 
the speaker Mr. Nebois, Curator of Insects at the Victorian Nation— 
al Museum. The: subject is one of great interest to all waturalists 
and Mr. Nebois (it goes without saying) an expert on the subject - 
this will be another intesosting and profitable lecture. 


; Excursion Saturday 28th. September: Details of ‘the ex~ 
cursion were still to be finalised at this writing, and members will be 


advised as soon as possible after the arrangements for the object and 
locality have.been decided upon. 


Report of the Meetin® of the Executive Committee held 
at the home of Mr. & Mrs. O. Thompson at Koornalla on the 20th. Aug- 
usts 

Alterations to the Naturalist: It has been decided and 
confirmed by members at the last general meeting that the present cov- 
er of the Naturalist shall be continued for twelve months, and that in 
the meantime 2:new cover incorporating the emblem of the. Club, the PFly- 
ing Duck Orchid, will be devised. 


. Proposed Latrobe Valley Festival 1970: is eteuneens was re~ 
ceived ‘from the organising Committee for 2a 1970 Latrobe Valley Festival 


“for. a representative to attend a meeting of this Club Ixecutive, and 
an invitation is to be forwarded suggesting that hiss beat: “the next 
‘Executive Committee lleeting (on 2nd. October). : 


Proposed Lower Glenelg National Park: — Beebe: 
for the creation of a National Park in the Lower Glenelg River area 
(in the south-western corner of Victoria) have been proceeding for a 
considerable time, and a request has now been received from the Com 
mittee working for the Park for the support of the L.V.F.N.C. in rep- 
resentations to the appropriate authority. The Rxrecutive decided to 
give Glub support to what is a very worthwhile project. 


' Resignation of the Club Treasurer: The Treasurer, lir. 
E. McElroy intimated that he wished to resign from the position of 
Mreasurer wheih he has carried on for some timc. His resignation was 
accepted with regret, and lirs..Lorna Padfield has undertaken to per- 
ory the dutiés pro tem. 


New Books Available Through The Club: It was reported 
thet the following books may be bought through the Club, and suggest- 
ed that méembérs interested should place their orders with the Secre- 
tary at the next general meeting3— 


1. Victorian Wattles by F, J. Ce Wonoret 
20 Wildflowers of Victoria in colour. 


(Continued over ... 
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(Executive Report Cont'd ... 
Acacia obligquinerva: This Acacia was described by Miss 
Jean Galbraith in the July issue of the Naturelist, and referred to 
by Mr. Keith Rogers of Wulgulmerang in the August issue. A specimen 
was found along the Blackwarry Road during 1967, but was not identi- 
fied and named until May,of this year. Mr. Rogers, the author of 
‘Victorian Wattles! and a member of the Ringwood F.N.C. refreed to 
the latter finding in a letter to the Committee. 


Executive Committee Meeting Nights: It was decided 
that the Executive should meet on the Wednesday night following the 
General meeting of members, even though the meeting night may be in 
the s@me month as the general meeting. The next Executive Committec 
meeting is to be on Wednesday the 2nd. October at the home of Mr. & 
lirse Ee McEltor, 35 Latrobe Road, liorwell. 


—--- LL. Padfield  ——-- 


LATTICH FUNGI: by Mrs. Bon Thompson. 


os This year we have found many varieties of fungi, and 

among them is the white Lattice fungi. It is composed of small 

tubes formed into a circular lattice arrangement. Mrs. Lyndon informs 
us. that it originally comes from a thin-skinned puffball which bursts 
as the lattice reaches maturity. Sometimes the lattice is forced a— 
way from the puffball by the force of the bursting. However, the puff-—- 
ball decomposes very quickly leaving the lattice free to be blown a= 
round by the wind. The small tubes contain a fluid in which are many 
‘spores. & microscope is necessary in orde r to see the spores as thoy 
are so very tiny. I suppose that as the tube decomposes or is broken 
the fkuid escapes, and so the spores are scattered. 


j AMONG THE PINES: 


During the recent cold weather we have been exploring 
among the pine plantations, mainly because it is much warner there, 
and have found many varieties and colors of fungi. The fine Coral 
fungi is very prolific. We found also several Orchids, and those we 
found among the pines included the Gnat Orchid (Acianthus cxertus), 
which grows very tall and the flowers, while being pale in color, are 
quite large; the Mosquito Orchid (Acianthus reniformis) but only the 
leaves were found as the time was yet too early; the Autumn Bird Or 
chid (Chiloglottis reflexa)which were growing very prolifically judg- 
ing from the number of leaves, although we-have been able to find on 
ly 2 few flowers; Parson's Bends (Hriochilus cucullatus) which had 
flowered and seeded; also some Greenhood leaves which we think are al- 
most certainly Pterostylis fishiiright under the pines in Cochrane's 
Lane; Pterostylis nutans , the Nodding Greenhood, which flowered quite 
well. The Common Appleberry (Billardicra scandens) does not grow as 


(Continucd over ... 


Latrobe Valloy Naturalist. (3) Issuc No. 57s 


September i968. 


(Among the Pines Cont'd ... 


big @ creeper as usual but flowers, while the trailing Ground berry, 
Acrotriche prostrate, and some of the sundews have been found growing 
quitc woll although we have not found them in flower yet. If thero 
is an arca of excess dampness the pines do not sccm to grown and you 
may come upon a2 littic glade with many mosses, lichens and low plants 
like Pennywort and wild Violtts. The Common Maidenhair Fern will 
grow very well under pines providing it has enough moisture —- it is 
usually found in tho guilics. 


These observations have beon made under the pines close 
to Traralgon South and amongst the more mature trees. livrse Lyndon's 
article in the Naturalist of August 1967 is about the pines in the Long- 
ford arca. 


semmang Bon Thompson en 


iy i BOOK Ri KO REV Is by I Hed. do De Disney » 


‘Australian Birds' by Robin Hill. The review of Robin'., 
Hill's recent book is taken from ‘Australian Netural History!, the 
authoritative natural history magazine published for the sustralian 
Museum in Sydnoy. The reference is from Vol. 16 lo. 2, June 1968. 
The roview is printed here in full, with due acknowledgement to the 
revicwor and ‘the jiatural History liagazine publishers. 


"iftor the tremendous publicity given this book it is 
with sadness that one finds that, as regards accuracy, it is no bet— 
ter than the books to which the author refers when he says " ... even 
the best books readily available are ruther poorly illustrated". Many 
of the plates are inaccurate, with wrong colours of the beaks and cycs, 
wrong numbers of wing feathers, and wrong proportions. 


In the plete of the Golden Bower—bird on pages 160 - 161 
thore are far too many secondarics and secondary coverts shown, and the 
revicwer knows of no bird in the world with a2 single coloured feather 
on the crown 2s shown. The yellow on the crown is 2ctually formed by 
normal~shaped yellow crown feathers forming a yellow area at the back 
of the crown. The illustration of the bower is also wrong. There. 
should be 2 horizontal branch or stick across between the walls, on 
which the bird displays. The walls themselves are shown incorrectly; - 
thoy ere not upright, 2s in the evenue builders, but ere formed of a 
maypole of sticks criss-crossed on top of cach other. 


On page 171 the female Grey-crowned Babbler is shwon dif— 
fering from the male in having a fawn and not a whitish throat, when in 
fact thoy arc the same. On page 15 the Yellow-faced Cormorants are 
shown with black and not yellow faccs. The Lewin Honeycater on page 
223 is shown with bright—biuc car patch instead of dark grey in front 
of yellow. On page 93 the tail of the Red-tailed Cockatoo is too 
short and the pale bill is that of the female bird. 


(Continued over ... 
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One last example of the many errors, both smell and 
large, in the illustrations is the male Superb Lyrebird on page 139. 
The tail is wrongly illustrated, with the colours on the underside 
depictcd as appearing on the uppcr side. 


Thore are several cases of captions being wrong - for 
instance, on page 25 the adult Nenkcen Heron is labelled immature. 
On pages 64 © 65 the captions ere wrong and an attempt has been made 

2+ oorwoction in the corrigende on page 268, but this is still wrong. 
Tho bird on the left is a liasked Plover, tho bird in the centre a Spur~ 
wWingod Plover, end that on the right @ Banded Plover, 


The toxt is plcasant and casy to read but again there cre 
crrors. In the Groy-backed Silvereye on page 256 it is stated that 
"in the winter the flanks of these birds become u much richer, tawny 
buff colour then in the present summer drcss'. Dr wed. Koast showed 
in 1958 what, although there is body moult before and after breeding, 
the plumage is similar, und the birds with rich tawny bluff flanks cre 
the southern breeding birds, which migrate north in wintcr and mix 
with the local pale buff birds in the wintor flocks. 


There is a very uscful chapter on the classification of 
birds at the beginning of the book, end also the Royai Ornithologists! 
Union's Official Checklist (1926), which hes long been out of print 
and unobtainable, and the more recent Handlist of the Birds of South 
Australia (1962) by H.T. Condon. 


The bibliography at the cnd shows that a great offort 
wes made to consult all the available literature, but it is sad that 
what should have been a veluable addition to Australian Crnithology 
has been spoilt, appercntly by being too hurricdly compiled. A book 
of this sort with so many corrors iS @ nuisence to the cxpert, as he 
docs not know, without checking clsewhere, what can be accepted, and 
the layman hes no chance of finding out. Therefore the book cannot 
be quoted as an authority". 


—— Editor -—--- 


AID-LONTH EXCURSION NOTES: by liiss N.4'. Rossiter. 


There will be a mid-month cxcursion on Saturday 12th. 
October, to the Bool@ Boole Reserve, and members arc asked to meet 
at the Tyers Post Office at 1.30 p.n.. 


me ER mene 
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THE 4NATURALIST! AND COPYRIGHT: “by the iditor. 


ra ie The publication of even such a modest journal as the 
Naturalist! imposes an obligation to observe (among other things) 
the law relating to copyright. Broadly, copyright refers to a 
sole right to produce or reproduce all manner of things - including 
the publication of writings - and copyright legislation was introd~ 
duced and exists to protect the author of such writings. In an Eng- 
lish court case the judge stated that the object of copyright was: 
"Not to afford protection to ideas, but to the particular form of 
expression by which an author conveys his ideas to the world". 


. The position is fairly clear insofar as the Club and 
this work is cancerned, and it is sufficient for us to follow the 
principle thet "any fair dealing with any work for the purposes of 
private study, research, criticism, review or summary .»» does not 
constitute an infringement of copyright". It is quite legitimate 
+o quote from any written work = (provided there is not. an express 
provision in the work that such is forbidden without ap .roval) - 

for any ofthese purposes, but the quotation should not, as a gen- 

_ eral rule, extend fo the extensive use of parts of the written 
works, ond the source should be acknowledgede In fact, the source 
of references should always be acknowledged, whether or not the mat- 
ter of copyright is involved. 


Some periodicals cncourage reproduction, such is the 
Nyildlife Service" published by National Parks and Wildlife Service, 
Sydney, which has printcd on the cover"periodicals pleise copy and 
acknowledge". ‘ 


Kot, ED addition to the legal obligation imposed by the 
Copyrigit (a Commonwealth Statute), there are also ethical obliga- 
tions cither to request permission to copy or to acknowledge the 
material uscd. Whether or not permission should be first ob- 
tained, ond the cases in which acknowledgementshould be made, dep- 
ends a lot upon the circumstances of individual cases. In general 
the source of information used and references made, the source should 
be noted, preferably at the end of the article contributed for publi- 
cation. This helps, apart from any obligation in regard to copyright, 
to give authority to the content matter inotuded. 


The reason for making reference to the obligotions to be 
observed in connection with copyright is that from time Contributions 
are received for inclusion in the 'Naturalist! which sometimes con- 
‘sist of lengthy extracts from books and periodicals and without any 
indication as to the right to use the material without secking per- 
mission of the author and/or publisher. The Editor is then re- 
quired to make a sometimes invidious decision = to use or not to 
use, and if it is the latter the feelings of the sendor may be hurt. 


---- Ed. a 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist. (6) E _ Issue No. 5G." 
3 September 1963. 


- REPORT OF THE FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SALE AND 
District Field Naturalists! Glub; Notes from President's Report. 
eee eee 


The year has been a quiet one - there have been no signi- 
ficant changes in membership, and the financial position of the Club 
is satisfactory. There has been however, a number of interesting 
speakers at mectings and excursions. 


The President (lir. P. Turner) started the year with a 
talk on 'Rivers and their Formation', and this was followed by a 
geological talk by lir. Robin Glennie of the Victorian Mines Depart— 
ment on 'The Tertiary Period in Victoria!. 


In November lire & Mrs. Illidge showed slides which mag- 
nificently illustrated many of the West Australian wildflowers. It 
was disappointing that more people were not there to enjoy their de- 
lightful talk and slides. Mr. John Landy was the speaker for the 
December meeting, and he gave a ‘running! comuentary as he showed 
slides of his coliection of Lepidoptera. These too were beautiful 
slides. it the January meeting we were treated to a showing of 
films, as it was not possible to find speaker during the seesonal 
holiday period. 


In Fenruary President lire. P. Turner was the speaker, and 
his subject was 'The Origin of Plowers'. The Narch: mocting was not— 
able in that bt took place during a strike by Electricity staff and 
it wes due to the kindness of Mr. & Mes. D. Fitzpatrick that we were 
able to have Mr. & Mrs. Lyndon of Leongatha show slides and give a 
talk on plants, in the Club vice—President's garden. At the April 
mecting Mr. A. McDonald gave a talk to members 'Conchology', which 
wes made so much more interesting by His collection of shells which 
Were availablo for inspection, and interesting slides. 


Mr. Colin Chalmers, Secrotary/Treasurer of the Club, 
spoke on 'WWaterfowl Ecology! at the Nay meeting, and we were agtin 
favoured by iir. & lirs. Lyndon with a talk on 'Fungi'. 


The plants in the Arboretum are now beginning to grow 
well, and the Club is indebted to the members who have looked after 
the young shrubs and trees, and kept the grass cut. I+ is hoped to 

erect a board with the Club name at the Arboretum in the near future. 


Office bearers for 1968/1969 wore elocted ag follows; 


President. Mire P. Turner. 
Vice—Presi- Mre De Fitzpatrick. 
dents. Fre O'Kelly. All re-clected. 
Secty/Treas. lire Colin Chailhers. 
Librarian. Mrs. D. Fitzpatrick. 


Press Officer. hirs..m. Newnham. 


-- Notes by Mrs. BE. Newnham —— 
oe a ae ON nL 
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REPORT OF EXCURSION TO PING Pi.NTATIONS: by lirs. 
Lorna Pedficld. Saturday 24th. August 1968. 
The excursion was led by hr. & lirs. O.-Thompson and; prob- 
‘ably because of the absence of so many members during the school holi~ 
ays, there only four cars at the meeting place containing members. 


The woute was first along the Gormandale Road, end the pvar- 
ty stopped near an arva of recently planted Pinus Rediatea, the Montor- 
ey Pine. Fences were negotiated and we were soon walking along the 
rows of trecs looking for something more atiracetive (for us) than the 
introduced pincs. There were the Rice Flower (Pimclia linifolia) and 
Hordcnbergia violacea , all making © bright splash of colour. Seen 
also were the plants of Bossiaca sp. (?}, Cranberry Heath (Astroloma 
humisfusum) On the opposite side of the road was a plantation of 
Pinus pinnasta , the Cluster of Meritime Pine, which wore much oldor 
then the Pinus radiata. Leaves of Orchids were secon, 2nd these in- 
cluded Red Becak (hy pcranthus nigricans). the Autumn Bird Orchid 
(Chiloglottis refiexa), and the Waxlip (Glossodia major). 


fi move wes then made to the Sanctuary on the Gormandake 
Road, and wore appaled at the quanitiy of rubbish which had been left 
strewn about in the areca. A much more pleasant and rewarding sight 
was Golden Grevillia (G..chrysophaca} in fiower, and splashes of col- 
our were provided by Correa (C. reficex2), Running Postman (Kennedye 
prostrite), Hardenbergia end others. Leaves of othé?t plants were 
identified ond this reserve will certainly be 2 good place to visit 
later on the year, as the total identified in the area so fer is 83 
specics of native plants. 


We saw too plants of the Twiggy Guinca Flower (Hibbertia 
virgata), and the Showy Guinca~flowor (H. lincaris), Pink Beard Heath 
(Leucopogon ericoides), and the Handsome Flat Pca (Platylobiun for- 
osu) . 


after a wolvome lunch we travelied through more pine 
plentations, wondering here and there through the trees where we con- 
tinucd to find specinens of natives. ° : os 


Along the South Calignee Road were specimens of the Wat- 
tle scacia falciformis, which has been described in carlicr articlos 
and along Clarks Road we journoycd in order to see the Greenhood (P. 
fischiijend there were too many specimens of Pink Hvath (Zpicras in 
pressa) the Victorian State floral embicn. 


woo 


This ficld day among the pines yicldcd a surprising res— 
ult in the number of native plants growing in the vicinity of the 
pines, and members, on taking their sever2l weys home after its con- 
clusion, were possessed of a somewhat different ebtitude towards the 
pines and their effect on the indigenous plants. 


Due thanks wore accorded Mr. é& Mrs.’0. Thompson for their 
excursion arrangements and leudership. 


Ties ehagtiucatghes 2 os 
L. Padficl 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist. 


LATROBH VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


YALLOURN. ~ VICTORIA. 
Honorary Secretary: Mr. S. Belgraver, 179 Lloyd Street, Moe. 
Meetings: General WMeetings are held on the fourth 


Friday of each month at the Yallourn State 
School conmencing at 7-30 pem.. 
Excursions: Usually on the Saturday or Sunday following 
the general meeting. 
The programme of events for the year may be 
obtained from the Secretary. 
'The Naturalist! 'Mhe Latrobe Valley Naturalist! is the offi- 
"i cial publication of the Club. 
Contributions on any aspect of natural his- 
tory ere invited. 


WARRAGUL FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


WARRAGUL. VICTORIA. 
Honorary Secretary: Mr. Jack Brooks, P.O. Box No. 120, Warragul. 
Meetings: Are held on the third Friday of each month 
at the Albert Street State School, boginning 
at 8 p.m. 
Excursicns: Are held @s arranged, usually two weeks after 


the general meeting for the month. 


SRARALGON FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


PRARALGON. VICTORIA. 
Honorary Secretary: Dre DW. Collins, 4 Charles Street, Traralgon. 
Meetings: Are held on the second Friday of each month 
at the Grey Street State School, starting at 
iS Ou Dresiloes 
Excursions: Are arranged for the Sunday following the 


General lleeting. 


All the Clubs welcome visitors at Gemeral Mectings and on the 
excursions. 


G.~. Scanlan, c/o. Latrobe Valley Communit 
Editor and Publisher. 


Hosvital, Yallourn. 
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Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists Club. 
YALLOURN. VICTORIA. 


Dear Fellow Field Naturalists, 


EXCURSION NOTES: On Sunday October 27th. the Club 
will explore the Labertouche area, led by lir. & Mirs. J. Brooks of 
the Warragul Field Naturalists Club. This is a very popular region 
in springtine, and those who have visited it on previous excursions 
will be looking forward to seeing many lovely wildflowers. 


It is suggested that nenbers neet at the Labertouche 
Road turn-off (about a mile beyond Picnic Point) from the Princes 
Highway, at 10 aon... Fron there the party will go north to Forest 
Road and along to the edge of the forest by a deserted house and 
transmission tower to iieet Mr. & Mrs. Brooks at 10.30 a.n.. 


On the second week-end in November - November 9th. to 
1Oth. - it is planned to camp at Nowa Nowa camping ground, and fron 
there visit Lake Tyers in the vicinity of Lake Tyers House. This 
week-end promises to be one of great variety as fossils, shells and 
wildflowers abound there we are told. 


“arrangenents for the week-end are not yet complete, but 
will be finalized at the monthly meeting on Friday October 25th. Those 
unable to to be present at the meeting should contact the Excursion 
Secretary for details. 


ane N.T. Rossiter ee 


(Broursion Secretary ) 


ws ON THS EXCURSION TO ROSEDALE RESERVE: On Sunday 
September 15th. 1 968, by. Nancy Rossiter. 


It was with mixed feelings that a group of field natur- 
alists from the Traralgon and Latrobe Valley Clubs drove along the 
Limepit Road, Ucsedale South, for their mid-month excursion, 


Enjoyment of a sunny Spring afternoon, and happy anti- 
cipation of the wildflowers to be seen, were marred by the scars of 
‘progress! on the wostern side of the road. The limited clearing for 
the lating of the natural gas pipe-line, and the large areas where the 
bush had been either completely removed or burnt presumably for fur—- 
ther clearing, was a depressing sight for bushlovers. Although this 
clearing may be necessary for development it is imperative that action 
should be taken 2s soon as possible to ensure that a large sample of 
this outstanding heathland be reserved for posterity. 


(Continued over ee. 
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The excursion, under the able leadership of Mire Grahan 
Warshall, made frequent stops along the road to admire the HST 
plants and to look for other less conspicuous ‘species. 


Of those flowering, the predominating species were the 
gold and brown pea~flower Showy Bossiaea (B. cinerea), a low shrub 
with dark green almost triangular leaves; the dainty beard heaths, 
snowy-white fluffy flowered Common Roaed heath (Leucopogon Su) 
with pink buds and concave, rather sharp-pointed leaves 4" — 3" 
rosy~pink Beard—heath (L. ericoides), with very much smaller ilies 
leaves; Tooth Boronia (Be anerionfolia), pink-flowcred wif with small 
distinctive three-lobed toothed leaves, and several wattles. 


The Spreading Wattle (Acacia diffusa) was at the peal 
of its fiewering with lovely bright yellow heads anong stiff narrow 
sharp-pointed leaves. It is of interest to note the difference be—- 
tween this Gippsland form and that in the Whroo Forest in northern 
Nictoria, where the blossous are cream-coloured and both the leaves 
and the flowers much sparser. This latter variety flowers from May 
to September and is over by the time the southern forn starts bloom 
ing; Spike Wattle (A. oxycedrus), with catkin-like spikes and broad— 
er sharp-pointed leaves; one patch of Sweet Wattle (A. suaveolens), 
the pale loose flower heads of which were beginning to fade and the 
scales which surround the unopened buds had all been shed so that this 
unusual feature which is characteristic of Sweet Wattle could not be 
observed. se . 


x In contrast to the Wattles! gold were several vivid pat- 
ches of Purple Coral-pea (Hardenbergia violacea) . " Other flowering 


plants wore Twiggy Guinea-flower (Hibbertia ia virgata), with large 


bright yellow flowers; Correa reflexa, the variety with vivid red 
bells and each petal of which is green-tipped; Golden Grevillea 

(Ge chrysophoea) , a shrub with soft light green leaves and golden 
flowers; several patches of liosquito Orchid (Acianthus renifornis), 
tiny hooded flowers of the Helmet Crchid 1 (Coxybas dienenicus) 3 and a 
ee Dwart SR 2 (eres Boe Some bushes of Common Heath 


meee 


pews pi pilosa were seen. 
-Anong the species. not yet in flower were Prickly Broom 


ee (Monotoca scoparia); Daphne Heath (Brachyloma daphnoides); Oran 
aaa Heath (Astroloma humifusun) 3. Runni Postnan -(Kennedya prostra— 
Comion Flat—pea lai-pea (Platylobiun. obtusangulum)3 Brect Guinea—flower 
(ee ee _siuioin) Oe move Guinea-flower (He. aoiculaniays Dwarf 
oa san (PinieLes humilis) 5. )5. Snow ou Daisy—bush (Olearia lirata) ; 
Banksia war, wargine te and Banksia ‘serrate ; Prostanthera denticulatas 


two species of Sundews, ‘one with a Seal rosette and the Climbing Sun- 


dew (Drosera planchonii)., 


(Continued over ... 
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The species on this list are only a fraction of the 
total number in the area, but it is hoped that future excursions 
along Linepit Road will provide many additions of plants if the 
march of progress leaves some of these heathlands for field nat— 
uralists to visit. 


-——— iNvewlve Rossiter os 


THOSE CITY STARLINGS: by irs. #llen iybdon. 


On the last Sunday in August we delivered our local 
quota of garden grown native flowers to the lielbourne Town Hall 
in preparation for the Nature Show that comienced on Mionday morn= 
inge It was, as usual, a beautiful show, filled with bright 
genus of the bush froi: all States that have adjusted to living con- 
ditions in the ,ardens of members of the Society for Growing sus— 
tralian Plants. 


The Victorian Field Naturalists were busy setting up 
a true to life fern gully, rich with the scent of wattle blosson 
and dee,» leaf mould. Taped Lyrebird music heightened the illus- 
ion of the nale bird duncing on his mound, in the midst of various 


“other birds and small aninals of the bush. 


That evening after tea we strolled round. the quiet 


‘city looking at the shops, and as I walked I was haunted by the 


faint sounds of birds twittering - of starlings softly and con- 
tentedly wheezing away their funny little songs. The sounds cane 
in snatches on the strong cold wind, between the rattle of trans 
and an occasional. noisy motor. We were passing one of those Vic- 
torian sandstone buildings in Collins Street that are so richly 
ornanented with leafy piliars and ledges, and looking up we saw 
that every vanta,e point supported long black lines of birds pack— 
ed side by side, and every floral decoration bore its quota, sone 
flying in and out as seagulis do on cliffs. Roosting birds sat 
with heads to the wall and tails projecting into space, with ra- 
ther disastrous results, judging by the lower parts of the build- 
ings. On the opposite side of the street we could trace the long 
black lines of starlings like strings. of jet beads. The south 
facade of the Town Hall was richly festooned but for some reason 
they had avoided the Swanston Street face that night, although 
there were certain signs of previous occupation. Perhaps they 
sensed that that the hall was devoted for a shomt time to our nat— 
ive*born Australians ? Few pigeons were to be seen. S0 what had 
been for us a window-shopping walk turned into quite an interest- 
ing bird-watching excursion. liodern steel and concrete buildings 
are apparently unattractive to starlings in search of a roosting 
place. Can it be that the sandstone retains a little of the days 
winter sunshine, or does it just give a betver grip to a bird's foot ? 


cal ee Bllen Lyndon — 
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UP MOUNT USEFUL WAY: by lirs. M. Hague. 


lirs. Hague, our nember from Cowarr, has been in poor 
health this winter and spent a few weeks in hospital. She has not 
been able to join in-Club activities since the Wulgulmerang weekend. 
In @ letter to Mrs. Elien Lyndon she describéd several visits to the 
bush in her district. There is a pleasant picnic spot and a gorge 
on Stoney Creek, an excellent place for bird observing. Mrse Hague 
writes ... " I was delighted to find the Lyrebirds so numerous, even 
when the creek had dried back to seepage pools. While we were there 
we heard the most glorious songs - they went through the repertoire 
of every songbird in the bush. I saw two male birds meking their 
way down for.a drink. 


Next tine I went there were two hen birds on the rocky 
opposite bank, end I had a good view through the binoculars. {hen the 
nale began his love calis one trotted across the dry creekbed to his 
Side and the other flew across. Many times since I have heard then. 
They always put on a concert for our benefit, and we can sit in the 
car and listen.  Coiting home along the Thomson River we saw the © 
Agure ae : 


My daughter has heard and seen Lyrebirds higher up. the 
forest road and I found quite a colony two miles away on the Toongabbie 
side. They are very active, scratching away at the undergrowth. Be- 
fore I was sick our fanily party drove up to Mt. Useful and had a love— 
ly day. We followed the old track, the first part of the old gold~nin~ 
ing trail from Seaton. (It used to be known as the Bald Hills). It 
led to Walhalla, along a forest road to the 'Springs! where we trav- 
élled to just under the ‘snow line. 


The road was snowy and slippery, reminding me of English 
winters. We had a barbacue EES in the snow, complete with snow 
EAS EUs and snow men. 


The valley over Monnens Creek was beautiful but the 
cloud mist spoiled the view of the wonderful panorama of mountains 
and valleys. As we drove homeward the sunset turned on glorious 
colors over the wild unspoilt bush, and the Lyrebirds calied as if 
to say eee 


(lirs. Hague has been missed on Club excursions, and we 
have also been deprived of her delightful. articles which reveal her 
great love of. the Australian bush. We do wish her well. 


HA). 


trob 11 Yat list. ; 
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REPORT OF EXCURSION TO THM DUTSON ARBA: by lirs. Lorna 
padfield. - 


The leader of the eecursion wes irs. EB. Lyndon, ably as~ 
Sisted by her husband, and members were grateful to them for the nan 
ner in which the day was organised and conducted. 


The weather was typically L.V.¥. Nat's weather or so we 
are prone to boast —,and is that which we have cone to expect on our 
eXCUrSLONSe The first stop was along the Dutson Road near Carr's 
' Lane, and here we saw many flowers. The most Slonheitieeer ant ggcned to be 

Boronia anemonifolia with its pinky-red flowers. here many plants 
of the Wedding Bush (Ricinocarpos pinifolius), and one bush had a few 
flowers open. In flower was the Slender Rice-flower (Pimelea lini- 
folia) and among other species seen were Correa reflexa, Pink Beard— 
heath (Leucopogon ericoides) and the White Beard-heath (L. virgata). 
A Star Heir caused some discussion on identification, and we have 
learned since that it was Astrotricha parvifolia, and can be distin- 
guished by the leaves which are all tyrned back. 


The flowers were most prolific along the roadside where 
the bulldozer had recently cleared, and a triangular piece of ground 
along Carr's Lane was thought to be a good area for the creation of 
a Reserve. i - 


_ Travelling further along we stopped near a Casuarina 
which for a tiie appeared to be nameless, but eventually some men= 
bers keyed it out to be the Black Sheoak (C. littoralis) and they 
were shown to be correct. iiss Jean Galbraith so identified it and 
said that it could be recognised by the very fine branchlets, and 
the fairly close teeth rings. 


We stopped alongside a specinen of Bursaria spinosa and 
this also was the cause of sone spirited discussion on the natter of 
identification. 


We very soon entered the Latrobe Valley and Sewerage Dis— 
posal Farm at Dutson Downs, and were met by a guide who led the way 
along a variety of tracks to our lunching place. Here we were bes= 
ide large areas of Thr¥ptomene micrantha, the Dotted Heath-myrtle. 
This has been described previously as '). Wigueliana, and in a report 
of a eauh excursion on SOEs 26th. we it as so SSEUSISEEA Isis 


Tho “Lares arene s included the Saw Banksia (pene Bw : ares Bees 
Wattle (A. 0 oxycedrus) and the Sweet Wattle (A. suaveolens) AND WERE 
seen along the lierrimans Creek Road, Rosedale on an earlier excursion. 


A few Grass Trees (Kanthorrhoea australia)were noticed 


and near a windmill we found Prostanthera rotundifolia and Acacia 
floribunda. These were thought to have been planted here as they 
do not occur naturally in this area. 


(Continued over ... 
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: The Blue Dampiera (Dampiera stricta) with its numerous 
blue flowers, and an Everlasting, the Blunt Everlasting (Helichrysum 
obtusifolium)* were in bloon, 2nd a most outstanding display came 
frou the Silky Tea-tree (Leptospermum uyrsinoides) with its white 
flowers and pinky-white buds. 


; We left this area to explore the Loch Sport turn-off, 
and there were many species already described, but perhaps the more 
prolific of them were the Comuon Fringe-nyrtle (Calytrix tetragon ) 
and Daphne Heath (Brachylomna daphnoides). | ; 


There is little chance of forgetting the mosquitoes 
that were with us most of the day, but we were able to arm ourselves 
against their onsleughts when they descended upon us. ie 


Also seen during the day were the Common jotus (Aotus 
villosa) Twiggy Guinca-flower (Hibbertia virgata); the Ercot Guinea-- 
flower (H. stricta) ;Hardenberzia violacea; Silver Benksia (Bs narein- 
ata); the Spiny Bossiaca (Be iw CrOphylla). 


a fow orchids were seen, including Pink Fingers (Cala~ 


denia carnea), Wax Lip (Glossodia iajor) and a Greenhood Sp» &long 
the road too we observed the Love Creeper (Comespern volubile). 


This than was the end of another day in the ever inter- 
esting heathlands and, after the usual well merited thanks to Mr. 
and lirs. Lyndon, members of the party went their separate ways hone. 


--—- LL. padfield --- 


A CORRECTION: by Mrs. Bon Thompson. 


On the Club cxcursion of Saturday 24th. August I iden- 
tificd a Guinca Blower plant near the Goruandale Reserve as Hibbertia 
linearis. However, on further investigation I have found that it 
was Hibbertie virgata. There were many plants of this latter spec= 
ies, but this particular one was imch nore twiggy and stiff, but I 
‘presume this was so because it was a much more mature plant. 


IT apologise to those present for the nistake. 


~-- Bon Thonyson ——- 
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MORE NOTHS ON THW aCACTA obliguinervias by iliss N.T. 
Rossitere 


,As a frequent traveller between southern and northern 
Victoria via Healesvilie, Toolangi and Yea, it was an exciting dis- 
covery when making the journey in mid-September to find a magnific~ 
ent stand of the newly described wattle Acacia obliquinervia in full 
bloon for several miles along the road in the vicinity of the little 
township of Toolangi. When not in bloom this wattle had been pas~ 
sed unnoticed, but on September 20th. it was a lovely sight indeed. 


It was of interest to read in liv. Keith Roger's article 
(L.V. ‘Naturalist! August 1968) of the variation in the phyllodes of 
this wattle related to the locality in which it was growing. At Too- 
langi the phyllodes seemed to vary rather with the age of the trees. 
The seedlin,s up to three or four feet had the broad, bluish, marked- 
ly lop-sided phyliodes which make identification casy, but with in- 
creasing age and height they appeared to be narrower, greener, and 
the main nerve more central ly placed. 


In the light of the variability of the lop-sided phyllode 
it is comforting for the novice to have the distinctive characteris-- 
teristics enumerated by Miss Jean Galbraith in the July L.V. !Natural- 
ist to separate obliguinervia fro the other two wattles in the group. 


--- N.T.R. 0 wee 


NATURE i NOTES : by: lirse Bon Thoiipson. 


IMPROVING ON NATURE: Recently in the Blackwarry area 
we heard an Fastern Whipbird. At first we thought we could hear two 
Whipbirds and a Lyrebird singing in the area. But, after listening 
for a while the Whipbird gave its usual sound of the crack of the whip 
foliowed by two short notes and the reply came with the crack of the 
whip and then about six to eight short notes. We thought then that 
the second sone was probably the Lyrebird. 


The same day we heard a Lyrebird in Bulga Park. We 
could recognize most of his songs, but one sound had us puzzled. It 
was not like any sound in nature, just a conglomeration of notes. 
One of the party suggested perhaps it was like a sound from a trans- 
ister radio. Have any other members heard this bird and if so what 
is their interpretation of the sound ? 


PTEROSTYLIS grandiflora: Thanks to bir. Graham lMarshall 
we had a very cnjoyable afternoon recently. ir. Narshall had found 
the Cobra Greenhood (Ptcrostylis grandiflora) at Glengarry North, and 
kindly passed the he information on to us. This is a beautiful orchid 
that gets its name from the brown flanged effect of the hood and the 


(Continucd over ... 
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erect position of the flower. 


These specimens at Glengarry North were large flowers 
on. all stems. It is another of the Greenhoods that have the rad= 
ical leaves away from the flower stalk, although thore are also 
leaves or leaf-like bracts on the flower stalk. This orchid has 
been found around ioc, but it is not common anywhere. We have seen 
it in Hast Gippsland between Bairnsdale and Orbost, flowering in 
Junce In ure Wiliis's book it is recorded from much of Southern 
Victoria east of Port Phillip Bay. 


WILDFLOWER SHOW: Max and I were fortunate to be able 
to visit the Wildflower Show in lwelbourne this ycar. T do not think 
we have spent a more pleasant few hours anywhere. The display of 
colour was breathtaking 3} 


As cach flower was named and marked as to its suitability 
for growing in the Melbourne areca, there was plenty of information 
to be gained as woll as pleasure from the beautiful bloonis. There 
was one table of Wattles, including the newly nancd 4. obliquinervia; 
another table of many different Grovilleas, and still another of many 
heath-like plants. Anong the speciliens around the walls were flow 
ers which, while grown in gardens, were native to other States. 


The Hawthorn Junior Club hed a wonderful display showing 
microscopes and slides, insects preserved in clear resin, an aquar= 
ium display and one of rocks. : 


Films on nature were also shown at regular intorvals. 
Apart from all the knowledge that was available to us wo met fricnds 
and made new oncs. The tine went so quickly that we had a ey rush" 
ed tea before catching the train hone. 


I can sincerely recommend a visit to the next ; Wildflower 
Show to any members who are able to fo ete. 


mee Bon Thoripson -_—— 


CURRENT PERTODICALS RECEIVED: by the Hditor. 


Australian Plants', Yol. 4. Wo. 36. September 1968. Publishod 
= “the Society for deny australian Plants, with a circulation of 
10,000 copics. 


The cover is a photograph of (cael Ae hookeriana, and 
the contents of this issuc is of the usual high standard of articles 
and beautiful illustrations of Australian native plants which include 


the Toothbrish Grevilleas, Heaths, Waxflowers, sone of the Orchids, 


(Continued over oo. 
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Flax ‘Lilies, the Pirewheel Tree (one of the Proteaceac), Tasmanian 
clinbers, and an article entitled 'a Natural Pond for your Garden} 
among others. 


There is a supplement referring to the publication for 
which all interested in native flora arc awaiting with interest, en 
titled ‘Australian Flora in Colour: Flowers and Plants of Victoria", 
bY G. Ross Cochrane, Bruce A. Fuhrer, H#dward R. Rotherham, and Jancs 
He Willis. lr. Willis is stated to have boon ... "substantially res— 
ponsible for the identification of difficult subjects, and described 
all the flowers and plants illustrated,'! ur. Cochrane is a New Zca~ 
land biogcographer who 'has done cxtensive sustralian botanical res— 
carch over a nine-ycear period, and who contributed the chapters that 
supplement the colour plates'. lire Fuhrer is @ weli-known naturalist 
photographer, whiic Mr. Rotherhai is a senior lecturer in photozrephy 
at the R.ti.l.f., and an cxpericnced naturalist. 


The Field Naturalists! Club of Victoria collaborated in 
the publication, and copics of the book will be available through 
this Club. 


'Australian Plants'is priced at 30c. per copy. 


Victoria's Resources. “Vo. 10. No. 3. Scopte =- Nove 1960. 
Published by the Natural Resources Conservation Lea jue of Victoria, 


League at 30c. per Copy. 


The thome of this issue is 'National parks!, and there 
is an article by Dr. L.H. Smith on 'National Parks aon eaar 
Dre Smith is, as most readers will know, the Director National Parks 
for Victoria. koferring to the Glenaladale National Park, which 
nany of us know better as including Deadcock Creck and the Den of 
Nargun, Dr. Smith writes ... " The Park was very severely burnt in 
the bushfires which rava,;,cd Gippsland in larch 1965, but is now re~ 
covering very well. liany species of birds arc to be found there, 
including the Lyrebird ... " 


And of the horwell National Park ... " This park, of 
342 acres, declared in 1967, is located approxinatcly 10 niles south 
of orwell, on the Yinnar - Jumbuk Ruad ... It contains a tall for~ 
est of blue gum ard grey gui, and attendant understorey, toyether 
with a fine forn gully and good bird habitat. The Butterfly Orchid, 
a comparatively rare epiphytic orchid is found here. " 


tVictoria's Resources! is a fine publication, of inest— 
imable value to naturalists, and all of us who are concerned with 
conservation. Tho League encoureéges, among other things, the grow- 
ing of Australian piants, and a visit to the nursery at Springvale 
South will make the visitor wish for many spare acres to plant and 
watch grow the innuuerable spcecics available there. 


(Continued over .... 
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‘australian Netural History Magazine'. Vol. 16. Wo. 3.. Soept. 1968. 


Published by the Governnent Printer, Sydney, for the Australian lius— 
eum, Sydney. Quarterly at a subscription rate of ¥1.40 per year. 


This issue contains articles by members of the Muscun 
staff, including Mr. R.O. Chalmers, Curator of hinerals and Rocks; 
lir. J.R. Paxton, Curator of Fishes; ir. J.P. White, Ass't Curator 
of Anthropology; lr. H.J. dw S. Disney, Curator of Birds; liessrs. 
W.T. Wiliiams and L.J. Webb, officers of the C.S-2.R.0., and Mr: Te 
C. Glover, Ruscarch Scholar in Archacology et the A.N.U., Canberra. 


As always the contents are authot’...- | of very ercat 
interest and range of subjects and locality, and written in a lan- 
guage understandable by the intelligent layman. It is woll illus- 
trated. 


'Wildlife in Australia' Vol. 5. Wo. 3. September 1968. This 
is published by the Wildlife Preservation Socicty of Queensland, the 
President of which is Judith Wright, Poet, writer, conservationist 
etcee - Tho cditor of 'Wildlife in Australia! is Vincent Serventy, a 
well known naturalist and writer of wany books and articles on a 
wide range of natural history subjects. His 'Nature Walkabout’, 
the story of his and his family's jou , on a transfer from Perth 

to the castern States, which took thei six months to do tho 15,000 
wiles involved. 


The articles in 'Wildlife in Australiat are always of 
Ureat interest and varicty, they too range all over the continent 
of Australia, and cater for the.young as woll as the older natural- 
ist. There is a 'Teachers Page' which is prinarily. intended for 
the youngsters, but is just as fascinating for the 'oidies! anong 
USe 


With many thanks to the contributors to this issuc of 
the 'Naturelist' we have achieved the 58th. issue of the Club pub— 
lication. It is known that some of the regular contributors have 
a fecling of dominating the nagazine - but without their continued 
Support it could not be continued in publication. 


Once again the 'barrel'! is empty - with no spare copy 
on hand for future issues - as yet. And so once again there cones 
an appeal for more contributions fro more contributors. More con 
tributors from other Clubs as well as the L.V.F.N.C. — nore articles 
from males, as has been suggested by one of the predouinantly female 
contributors. i : 


Address your cfforts to the Hon. Editor, (Nr) G.T. Scan- 
lan, Box 955 APAISY, 9 Yallourn, 3638. \ : 
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Lutrobe Valley Ficld Naturalists Club. 
Honorary Secretary: Mr. §. Belgraver, 179 Lloyd Street, Moc. 
Meetings: The general moctings are held on the 


fourth Friday of each month 2% the Yallourn 
Primary School, at 7.30 p.m. 


BXCursionss Usually on the Saturday or Sunday after the 
General mecting, as shown on the programme 
of cvents for the year. 


ee ee na ee ee ee 


Warragul Picld Neturelist Club. 


Honorary Secretary : Mr. Jack Brooks, Box No. 120, Warragul 
Meetings: Are held on the third Friday of cach month 


at the albert Street State School, begin~ 
ing at 8 Pollo o 


HxCursions: Are eld as arrenged, usually two wecks 
after the monthiy general meoting. 


ee Se Se a A Se et ee et 


Traralgon Ficld Neturalist Club. 


Honorary Secretary s Dr. D.W. Collins, 4 Charles Street, Trar— 
algon. 
Meutings ¢ oe ire held on the sccond Friday of each 


month at the Gray Street School, starting 
at 7~-30 pemo. 


Excursions: These are arranged usually for the Sunday 
folsowing the general meeting. 


ill of the Clubs welcome visitors to their General lweeting's 
end ixcursions. : 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS! CLUB 
YALLOURN, VICTORIA 


Dear Fellow Fieid Naturalists, 
Notes of the Excursion Secretary 


Following Mr. Roy Wheeler's talk on "The birds around us" on Friday, 
22nd Noverber, the club will join the Bird Observers Club on Saturday, 
23rd November, in an excursion at Tarra Valley Park, lead by Mr. Wheeler, 
This replaces the excursion planned for Sunday, 24th November, to the 
Cowarr district. 


It is suggested that menbers arrive at Tarra Valley at ii a.m, 
allowing 1 hour to 14 hours for the journey. 

On _ 8th Decembor, there will be a half day excursion to the Morwell 
National Park waen it is hoped the tree-orchid Sarcochilis Australis will be 
blooming. Merbers ave asked to meet at the Hazelwood arboretum at 1.50 p.m 


Anyone. needing transport on excursions should ring Yallourn 52392 at 
least 2 days hoforchand so that a local meeting place and time can be arranged 
for picking up p.ssengers, 

N.@. Rossiter 


At the excartvivre meeting of 30th October, possibilities were discussed 
about the preservation of the Feathlands along the east side of the Lime pit 
Road near Rosedaie, The Lands Department will be approached in this regard, 

The progzeimne fox 1969, as prepared by the sub-committee, was discussed 
and accepted, ‘the speakers for our general meeting have been approached to 
lecture at these meetings and were also invited to lead the excursion on the 
following day. jis soon as their answers are in hand, the programme will be 
printed. 

Some finoncial matters were finalised, securing our membership of the 
Advance Latrobe Valley Association and paying the account for the covers of the 


"Latrobe Valley Naturalist" . 


The next meeting of the executive will be held on Wednesday, 27th 
Novenber, at the home of Mr, and Mrs Homann, 8). Hennesey Street, Moe. 


S. Belgraver 
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. BARTHWORM EXCURSION:. by Ellen Lyndon. 


Saturday October 5th. was.a perfect day, in fact, the 
October sun, making one of its rare appearances, was extremely hot. 
Better still were those enthusiastic members digging furiously in the 
bottom of a muddy trench in the Bass River Valley. Leongatha members 
of the Club needed a couple of giant earthworms — for strictly | scient- 
ific purposes of course. 


We chose a spot where a bulidozer had been working until 
the rain stopped it, the site for a new road bridge. Topsoil to a 
~ depth of several feet had been scraped together to forma causeway 
and.the bared soil beneath was full of worm and’ yabby holes. One. 
large worm was -half in and half out of the ground, the outer part 
quite dehydrated by the sun. Kookaburres sat about in adjacent trees, ( 
earnestly scanning the ground. They accepted tidbits ‘throw to them 
while we worked. No aoubt when the 'dozer is working they fare very 
well. ven large worms are easily breken in eget when : beaten on 
the ground, or against a limb. 


The diggers found worms.in alnost the first shovelful, 

but they” move very fast and are difficult to extract in one whole length. 
The required specimens” were eventually, disinterred in good shape,. not 
particularly large ones, about two feet long, and thick in proportion. 
Harly writers speak of worms to nine feet in length, but either they 
grew bigger when the habitat was natural or the length has grown with 
the years. It is very likely that they would have been a. giant race 
when the carth was covered with a damp rich leaf mould bencath the 
forest. _ No eggs were to be found although there were plenty of small- 
er worms. It was in the autumn that the long ogg capsules” were found, 
on an earlier Club trip. 


Dr. Leach in his "Australian, Nature studies" (and what 
“would we do without hin ?) explains how thw ordinary carthworm softens ( 
“the soil and swallows it as it progresses. Though it has no definite 
sense organs it can smoll and taste and is sensitive to touvh, and to 
vibrations. Its skin is its breathing organ, oxygen passing into the 
_blood and carbon. dioxide passing out. Hach-of its rings is provided 
with four pairs of bristles, which can come into operation as required. 
It. protrudes those at the hinder end, fixing that part of the body. The 
front part is then thrust forwerd, the bristles grip the burrow and the 
‘hinder end is drawn up. The common earthworm may: have 150 rings along 
its length. The giant variety would have several hundreds. It is no 
wonder that it is so very.difficult to dislodge a determined worm when 
it throws out all the anchors | .Ifa worm should be cut in half, cach 
part is able to grow the mssing portion so that it may become whole 
againe A very happy arrangement. 


The worms do not occur in the Stes silt banks brought down 
by the river, but live in a band of wet whitis h clay well below the top- 
soil. The numerous tunnels hold their shape in this and ooze small 
streams of water to lubricate the passage of the occupants. Some tun— 
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nel sections are filled with worm casts, like deposits of sawdust. 
Megascolides is still plentiful in the wet valleys and hillsides of 
the Strzclcockie Ranges, for reports of its presence come to us from 
widely separated localities. 


On June 17th. 1946, the King's Birthday holiday, the 
Field Naturalists Club of Victoria organised a mystery excursion by 
rail and foot, alighting at Loch in the Bass Valley and walking a- 
cross to Nycra to catch the train for the return journcy. Mr. H. 
C.H. Stewart recorded this adventure in the July Naturalist of that 
yeare Not even the leader of the party had ever visited the arca 
before. They were hardy folk in those days to tackle an unknown walk 
of twelve miles in June in the Gippsland hills. By good fartune thoy 
met a local farmer, Mr. Davenport, who lives on the river, and they on- 
- quired where they might find tho earthworms. He soon armed them with 
shovels, and the party reported a most interesting day. Yhey arrived. 
at Nyora in darkness and cooked the cvening meal on the fire in the 
station waiting-room while waiting for the train to take them home. Ir. 
Davenport told them that the average Giant Harthworm would measure four 
fect. In September of the same year Mr. Stewart added some further 
notes about the worms and remarked that, although the anatomy and gen— 
eral structure of the worm had been described and figured by Baldwin 
Spencer and McCoy, little seemed to be known about the creature's hab- 
its and life ecomomy. Also, knowledge of the eggs was very incomplete. 
Naturalists, said Mr. Stewart, might well undertake some field rescarch 
in this direction and record their findings. Surcly here is a project 
that some of our Gippsland Clubs might well take up. Even @ survey of 
their range through the hill country would be worth while. 


--- Ellen Lyndon --— 


THE VICTORIAN NATIONAL HERBARIUM: by Bon Thompson. 


The Victorian Herbarium is attractively situated in the 

Royal Botanical Gardens next to the border of Australian plants. lr. 
Pescott is the Director of the Royal Botanical Gardens and is therefore 
in charge of the National Herbariun. lire Willis, whom some members 
know personally, and all good botanists know cll from his authoritative 
writings, is the Assistant Government Botanist and is next in charge at 
the Herbarium. There is a staff of thirteen, specialising in many dif- 
ferent branches of botany. 


At the moment the pressed specimens wer dane Herbarium are 
being rearranged into @ new system that will alow for wuicker reference. 
There is a very comprehensive collection of pressed specimens of Victor 
ian native plants in one section. Besides these there are plants from 


(Continued over ... 


Latrobe Volley leturalist. Tssue ioe 5%. 


(4) November i960. 
(National Horbarium Cont'd). 
all States of Australia and from all over the world. Many of the spec- 
imens are very old, for cxample specimens collected by Joseph Banks, and 
others collected by Baron von Mucller. Some of the plants, of which 


the Herbarium has pressed specinens, are now cxtinct in the world. There 
are some fascinating and unusual specimens, like the Conifer that grows 
in the Antarctic - it has only two long leaves, but lives for something 
like 100 years. 


This year there has been much identification work to be 
done for the Department of Agriculture, and others about plants that have 
appeared in pastures after farmers have used hay bought from other 
States. These plants have to be identified and information supplied as 
to whether or not they are likcly to become a muisance and if they are 

“toxic to stock. Meany enquirics are also received about flowers for cul- 
tivation in gardens, and many of course about native plants. The Bot— 
anical Gardens staff grow plants for the Horbarium so that thoy and . 
their flowers can be studicd in relation to growth, pollination and in 
other aspects. 


The library of the Herbarium is the best botanical lib- 
rary in the Southern Hemisphere. Kpart from keeping copics of many pub-— 
lications on plants, there are also kept many valuable old books referring 
to botany. Among these is a book, printed in 1673, written by William 
Dampier on his discovery of Australia. Also in the library are kept some 
personal effects of Baron von hiucller, so that he beconcs more than just 
a namne of a great botanist. 


Interesting too is a card index system of all Victorian 
native plents with refcrence to all lowations of habitat - this is kept 
up to date as new locations arc reported. I believe it to be a remark— 
able fcat for a staff of thirteen to do all the work that it does at 
this ‘cur! Wetionel Herbarium. 


--- Bon horpson ——— 


EXCURSION TO LABERTOUCHE, SUNDAY OCTOBER 27TH: By Nancy 
Rossiter. 


i.gain. our thanks are duc to ir. & lirs.e Brooks for lcad— 
ing an intcresting and enjoyable cxcursion through the three Wildflower 
Reserves in the L2bertouche orca. We were pleased too to have four 
moenbers from the Geclong Picld Naturalists Club with us, an d hope that 
more members of their Club will visit us. 


Boronia muclleri again provided a wonderful display aand 
at the southern cdge of the forest the brilliant blue patches of Damp- 
ierca stricta were even more plentiful then on previous visits. Bright 
yollow sprays of the Handsome Flat—-pea (Platylobium formosum) were 
much photographed, and the starry-—white flowers of Phebaliun bilobum 
made a finc sight. 
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The rare Grovillca barklyana was just beginning to bloom. 
Quito a number of these trees had boon uprooted by a severe windstorm, 
even though well protected by the surrounding forests. However, it 
was heartening to sce tho large numbers still thriving. 


As a list of the specics scen on @ previous excursion 
in this arca has becn given in Newsletter No. 13 of November 1964, 
and as Mr. Brooks is preparing 2 morc complete list for future publi- 
cation, no additional 1.:+ will be given hore. 


An unexpected object of interest was a vory small marsu- 
pial mouse found by lirs. Brooks at the side of the road noar our fin- 
al. stopping place. It was so tolerant of our inspection that we 
thought it must be ailing, although no signs of injury were apparent. 
It wes about 53" long from nose to tip of tail, grey fur with brown 
tipping, and small oars close to the head and not protruding above it 
wore the main charectcristics notod. A study of Troughton's "Purred 
Animals of Australia" suggest the Dusky Marsupial Mouse as the most 
likcly idontification, although the size given is definitoly larger 
then thet of the specimen sccn. 


Altogether this was a most satisfactory dey, culminating 
in the drive through many miles of beautiful forcst unmerred by the 
signs of 'progress' before coming out into open country near Neerinm, 
where we said goodbye to our fricnds and travelicd hone through the 
picturcsque gently undulating farm lands in the late afternoon sun— 
shine. 


—---  «W.T.R. — 


BIRD VISITORS FROM THE NORTH: by Nancy Rossiter. 


A ficld naturalist in North-castern Victoria, Miss. D. 
Nason, has reported scving very tiny parrots, about the size of_a 
Diamond Firetail-Finch, fecding in the flowering Swamp Gums on her 
property in the Werby Ranges. 


She has described them as being olive-green, lighter ur-- 
derneath, with distinct patches of blue above and below the beak. When 
first observed they wore fecding with a large, noisy group of honcy- 
caterse On another occasion when thoy were alone the birds were 
feeding very quictly, but when flying in 2 small flock they made a 
wook twittering noise. From their size and markings these parrots 
must have boon the bluc-browed fig Parrot of southern Queensland. 

It is understood that these parrots have not before becn recorded ag 
having been secn in Victoria. 


ams Nancy Rossiter  --- 
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EYBRID WARATAHS: by Bob Auchterlonic. 


Amang the carlicr plantings at the Hazelwood Arboretun - 
were two plants of what wes assumed to be tho Gippsland jjaratah, Tolo- 
pea oreades. There was good ground for this assumption, for had I 
not raised the plants mysclf, from secds gathered from the Gippsland 
Waratah tree growing in our own garden at Narracan ? However, I 
had not attached duc significance to the fact that also growing in 
our gerden, and flowering at the samo tine were three bushes of the 
New South Walcs Waratah, 1. spociossissima. 


One of the Arboretum specimens came to gricf when the old 
‘pinc trees were being removed. Tho sole survivor flowercd for the first 
time this Spring, produving a single head of bloom which showed unmis-— 
takable signs of T. specississima parcntagce In fact, except for 
-having smaller floral bracts, it ws & typical N.S.W. Waratah bloon, 
with its large, high-crowned domo of florcts, regularly arranged, and 
borne erect on a2 stiff stem. Gippsland Weratah blooms are smaller, 
flatter, and tend to face sideways on thoir thinner, more supple stems. 
Leaves of T. orcades are entire, dark green, with sometimes a slight 
glaucous cast, and only the midrib is. prominent. © In 7. speciossissina 
loaves are thothed or sagged, light to mid-greon, nevor glaucous, and - 
show 2 prominent nctwork of lateral veins. Although the Aarboretun 
specimen has entire leaves, a number of younger sccedlings from the sanc 
source show toothed lcaves and prominent venation, so it appoars that 
ali will prove to be hybrids. 


The parcnt tree of Gippsland Waratah in our garden is a 
very handsome troc, about 20 foct high, bearing rogularly cach Spring 
several hundred heads of bloon, yot it scts very little sccd. The 
structure of the warateh flowor is such thet it cannot avoid scolf-pol- 
lination. In the bud stage the stigma is lightly pressed ageinst the 
anthers. When the flower opens, the pollen is ripe, and the stigna 
draws away from the anthers, carrying 2 liboral dusting of pollen with 
it. However, it may not be roceptive at this stage, for the flowor 
remains fresh and attractive for meny days, end cxudcs 2 copious flow 
of nectar, which is a great attraction to tho honcyvaters and bcos. 


The above evidence scoms to indicate that this particular 
weratah is sclf-sterile, and requires pollen from another plant for fer- 
tilisation. In the absence of another plent of the samc specics, it 
appears to be compatible to a limited extent to the policn from a ro- 
lated specics. 


Four more scedlings from this trce wero anong the latcst 
plantings made at the Arboretum this month, so wo will ewait their 
development with interest. 


om Bob Auchtorlonic ~- ——— 
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SOHE ASPHOTS OF NATIONAL PARKS ECOLOGY: by Professor 
J.8. Turner, University of Melbourne. (From Victoria's Resources, Vol. 
10. No. 3 Sept. —- November 1968.) 


_ The concept of national parks was pioneered in America 
partly by eminent statesmen and others interested in the nagnificent 
scenery of the American wilderness, and partly by naturalists like 
. John Iiuir, who played a leading part in the sstablishment of the Yosem- 
ite National Park. Wuir, and the others of his kind, could be psbet ted: 
as amateur ecologists. 


Karly naturalists were content to collect and identify 
new plant species during their explorations, but from 1900 onwards bio- 
logists generally came to study not only the plant species but also the 
plant community in the field, and endeavoured to understand the way 
plants and animals lived together in their natural environment. In this 
way the science of Ecology was born. It is @ tremendous pity that the 
‘early explorers of Australia had no understanding of, let alone train— 
ing in, this branch of biology, because they left extremely inadequate 
accounts of the original plant communities, then untouched by white man. 
Few of these communities survive undamaged, and few will survive unless 
further extensive reserves are established within the next few years. 


One of the functions of a national park is, of course, 
to conserve the species of plants and animals still surviving. It might 
be possible to do this by bringing together all known species in a ser 
ies of botanical gardens and zoos — living museums. Only forty ycars 
ago distinguished botanists, with this in mind, carried seeds of rare 
native plants to Wilson's Promontory and spread them around in the hope 
that they might establish themselves there in relative safety. These 
"experiments" were probably not successful, which is as well, because 
no present-day ecologist would dream of attempting to interfere in such 
a way with a natural plant community in a park, except in so far as in- 
terference was necessary to preserve the original condition or some spec— 
ial feature of interest. What we hope to do todey is to establish on 
ough national parks to preserve all throatened species, while maintaining 
(if necessary by management ) the plant and animal comuunities in as nate 
ur2l a gtate as possible. Such parks would then be of interest not on~ 
ly to naturalists and historians, but of immense value to biologists 
studying the nature of the living world. 


In 1961 a study was made of the distribution and conser 
vation of the various species of plants in South Australia. There 
were some 2,255 plant species there, of which only 42 per cent. were to 
be found in the national parks of that State. There were 540 intro— 
duced plants, mostly wecds, in South Australia, and 43 per cent, of 
these had already found their way into the national parks. It was algo 
established that many typical and important plant and animel communitics 
of the State were not then represented in any national reserve. 


(Continucd over oe. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist. : Issue No. 59. 
(8) November 1963. 


(Some Aspects of Nat. Parks Ecology Cont'd) 


We are not yet in a position to give comparable figures 
for Victoria, but they should be available shortly when Mrs. Franken- 
berg's report, "Nature Conservation Survey of Victoria", is published. 


We know already that a large number of the native plant- 
communities and many of the species are not yet preserved in any nat— 
ional park in Victoria, end that there are 227 species of Victorian 
native plants in danger of extinction. Many animal species are in sim 
ilar danger. 


The areas set apart for national parks must, therefore, 
be sufficiently large and diverse to preserve not only species, but 
whole communities, and what is called the ecosystem, the whobe complex 
of characteristics - environmental and biological -— of a given areca. 
Small reserves will rarely survive the pressure of development over 
the years, especially when they are in the noighbourhood of great cit- 
ies or main roads. It is nost important, however, to preserve 2s 
much as possible of the native vegetation and landscape outside national 
parks, and cven small wildflower reserves have immense educational val- 
ucs, even if not all of them have permanence. Piaag 


Many of the national parks of America (and of Australia) 
have an appeal due not only to their content of wildlife, but also their 
scenery. They therefore attract tourists, which today means motorists; 
unless these people are taught something of the biological functions of 
national parks they will tend to agitate for more "development" — roads, 
chalets, footpaths, camping facilities, sports grounds. We must recog— 
nize a need for country playgrounds; some parks (but few, if any, in Vic- 
toria) are big enough to allow miltiple usc; others are so small (Ones 
Bulga Park) that their protection from the visiting public will become 
increasingly difficult. such small reserves, if they are not to be 
trampled out of existence, require continual vigilance by park PANgCrs 3 
moreover, unless they are protected by a "buffer" arca they are only too 
likely to be ruined by changes brought about by land clearance, drain 
age or settlement on their borders. 


For example, a small fern gully or picce of rain forest 
surroundéd by clearcd agricultural land hes little chance of survival. 
Some years ago a sample acre of very tall mountain ash trees was res— 
erved in the Cumberlznd Valley. When this wes first set aside it was 
surrounded by similar but loss valuable forest. Later, timber hillors 
were allowed to remove the trees from the "buffer"! areca. Phe effect 
of this has becn to isolate the sample acre and to expose it to wind and 
. storms. It is rapidly degenerating. This is not so at Wallaby Creck, 
in a reserve maintained by the Metroploitan Board as a water catchment. 
Here there is a surviving four square miles of almost virgin mountain 
ash forest, slightly damaged by fire and by carly timber splitting. The 
whole forest community is surrounded by a large buffer area of less val- 
uable forest and represents one of our fincst national assets. 
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Our nationel park at Wyperfiecld preserves Mallee vegeta-— 
tion and animals; it is a big park, but in 1959 2 2 large part of it was 
seriously damaged by 2 man-made fire, neglected in its carly stages. 

It is becoming well known, ond last year over 6,000 people vikited it. 
Such @ reserve, in arid country, could easily snihitems erosion if car ac-— 
cess became too casy3; it is also likely to be damaged by the invasion 
of wecds from neighbouring farms - especially if aerial top-dressing 

is carried on along its boundarics. A thorough study of the ecology 
is required if we @re to manage this difficult area in a way whei will 
ensure its survival. 


The necad for a more ccological approach to conservation 
is clearly indicated by statements often made (even by those in charge) 
about sone of our smaller reserves. All too oftcn it is thought that 
only the dominant species - a tree, a tca-tree or 2 single animal spoc— 
‘ies - is of importance. Thus one hears talk of burning or bulidozing 
the "rubbish" that comprises the ground flora of & reserve. It is not 
realised that it is often this component of the vegetation that provides 
interest or beatys that the shrubs and ground flora protect the soil 
frem crosion end support a rich animal life; that their survival may be 
essential to the survival and regeneration of the larger species. 


The management of the vegetation in a national park can 
mean the maintenance of the plant communities in their native state. 
Almost as frequently, however, it macns the maintenance of the vegata— 
tion in a particular condition which it has reached as a result. of some 
interference by mane Some examples of this typo of management are as 
follows: 


The famous Wicken Fen near Cambridge is almost the last 
surviving piece of the encient fenlands which were drained several cen— 
turies ago. Since.that time the fen has been utilised by villagers 
for the production of reeds for thatching, ctc., and as a result the 
modified fenland carrics many interesting plants ond animals, including 
some rare butterflics, which arc adapted to the man-made conditions. Ix- 
perincnts have shown that if the fon were left cntircly to itself it 
would be quickly covered in the course of a few yvars by a dense growth 
of scrub, and much of its intcorest to naturalists would be lost. The 
authoriities in charge of Wicken Fen therefore manage it in such a way 
as to prevent the natural succession to woodland, end in this way pro- 
vide for biologists a much more varirnd biological reserve. 


In 2 nearby woodland, which is managed by the Nature Con- 
servancy, @ detailed plan of management has been drawn up which ensures 
that a very varied group of plant-communitics is maintained indefinite- 
ly in their present state, and this again gives @ much greater varicty 
of habifat and preserves a much larger number of plant and animal spec 
ics. 

A final example from Victoria is that of the heathland of 
Wilson's Promontory. It has been shown by incmbeors of the Botany School 
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of the University of Mclbourne that the interesting natural hoathlands 
on Wilson's Promontory have been invaded over the past thirty ycars by 
@ tall coastal tea—tree, which is cxterminating the much more interost— 
ing plants of the heath. It seems likely that the management of this 
arca (if we are to retain a large arca of open heathland) will involve 
very carefully controiied burning at fairly long intervals, the object 
of which would be to kill the coastal tca-tree, to prevent it resooding 
and to allow the open heathland (which is more fire-resistant) to sur 
Vive. 


These are only 2 fow examples of the real problems of 
tackling the conservation of wildlife in a modern world. The solu- 
tion of these problems requires first of all the cducation of our young 
people in ficld biology ~ so that more support can be given to those 
politicians who already realise the valuc of national parks. The nat- 
ionel park system in Victoria is urgently in need of such support and 
of greater financial provision. Secondly, we urgently need a classi- 
fication of our parks, so that wildlife and tourist interests can both 
be handled satisfactorily. Miore especially on this occasion I want 
to urge the importance of the Ranger - the trained mon living in tho 
park ond handling its day-to-day problcus. 


Overscas expericnce has for long mado it clear that a 
prime essential in successful park management is an cfficicnt corps of 
well-—traincd rangers. The senior ragors at least should be mon with 
training in ccology, c2pable not only of cducating visitors and got— 
ting them interested in the biology of the areca, but 2lso of preparing 
and exccuting plans for the proper menegement of the natural communi- 
ties under their carc. 


Park management today is too much concerned with tho prov- 
ision of roads, camps, car parks, toilet facilities and the like, and 
far too little with such things as fire protection and the use of fire, 
the control of aggressive species (plant and animal, both native and 
introduced) and the cducation of the rangers and the public in national 
perk valucs. The whole status of the ranger corps must be raised and 
salaries offered which will attract and hold good men. 


No national park can be properly served unless the carc- 
taking and policing of tourist camps is supplomentcd by 2 management 
system which includes men on the spot with rvcal technical sompetence 
in natural history and ccology. Such men need ficld-laboratory and 
Simple muscu facilities, not only for tezching purposes, but because 
efficicnt management of national parks requires intcnsive end contin- 
uous rescarch work in ccology. 


Victoria now has three universities (largely State sup- 
portod), whose biological departments arc training men as ccologists 
who would be able end willing to do an excellont job as senior ran- 
Gers in our major national parks. At the same timo the Authority 
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airatahs HSOTE unable to provide funds to employ such tien in sufficient 
numbers for its ranger scrvices. It docs not scem sensible to pour 
money into universitics and to train pcople for the nulcrous..special—. 
ist jobs necded in our complox civilisation unless, at the same timc, 
we ere prepared to establish posts where trained people canbe’ of” 
real benefit to the State. 


Finally, and this is @ personel view, I believe that 

the National Parks Authority must itsclf, in futurc, take more direct 
responsibility for the parks under its control. Committces of man— 
agement have done an execllent job to date, and they should certainly 
be retained in en advisory capacity, and for that purpose strengthened 
with specialists in the ficld of conservation. But I do not believe 
that the present divided control provides the correct answer for the 
full development ond proper management of our systom of national parks. 


THE BLACK. SNAKGG AT DUTSON: by Ellen Lyndon. 


In the Dutson arca, on the day before the Club oxcursion, 
we wore driving e2long a narrow track: with bush to cach side of it. Pres 
ently we came to a splendid black snake, stretched full length in tho 
hot-sun, end saan oni ee blocking the traffic, as we had no wish to dom 
age the car. It must have been all of five feet in length - I regret- 
ted not having a tape measure. . The ‘black sneke, Pscudechis porphyria- 
CUS; is a2 glossy coal black. “I can best describe its, shape by syeing 
thet it has magnificent shoulders but a very small ncoat head and nock. 
The body is thick and wide until it tapers off sharply at the tail. 


‘This one suffered itsclf to be cxyamined for the best part of ten min- 


utes, lying porfectly still save for the constant flickering of a jot 


_ black forked tonguc. When at length it decided to move it did so with 


surprising speed, weaving in and out of the scrub faster thari I could 
run. Most authorities consider the black snake the least harmful of 
our local kinds and say that it will bluff rathor than bite, and that 
it is unlikely to dcliver a lethal bite, une effects SS mainly loc- 
as Furthermore, it may be vasily tamed: . i 


We saw enothcr large one later in the weokend, “it had 
been despatched by the owner of a hayshed because he thought it was 
about to take up residence in the hay. Its underparts were a beau- 
tiful salmon pink. The black snake produces up to 40 live young, 
about 8 inches at birth. . this is a handsome and fairly harmless tkop— 
tile, and I would like to soc cnlightened naturalists spare its life 
when it is cncountercd in tho wilderness. 


Rofss irc Worrell "Dangerous Snakes of sust. & New Guinca'. 


D.R. McPhee "Snakes & Lizards of Australia". 


es Bllen Lyndon --~ 
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Latrobe Valley Ficld Naturalists Club. 


Honorary Secretary: Mr. S. Belgraver, 179 Lloyd Street, Moc. 


Mectings: General mectings are held on the fourth Friday 
of cach month at the Yallourn State School, 
commencing at 7-30 pem. 


Excursions: Usually on the Saturday or Sunday after the gen 
eral mecting, as shown on the programme for the 
yCoar. 


Warragul Ficld Naturalists Club. 
‘Honorary Secretary: Mr. Jack Brooks, Box No. 120, Warragul. 
Meotings: are held on the third Friday of cach month at 
the Albert Street, Warragul, State School, be- 


ginning at & p.m. 


Excursions: Are held as arranged, usually two wecks after 
the monthly general mecting. 


Traralgon Ficld Naturalists Club. 


Honorary: Secretary: Dre DeW. Collins, 4 Charles Street, Traralgon. 
Mcetings: Are heid on the sccond Friday of cach month at 


the Groy Street, Traralgon State School, start— 
ing at 7.30 pm. 


Excursions: These arc arranged usually for the Sunday fol- 
lowing the gencral mecting. 


ach Club welcomes visitors to their moetings and excursions. 


‘The Latrobe Valley Naturalist: Is the official publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Ficld Neturalists Club. Contributions on any espect 
or branch of naturel history are invited from any persons interested 
and should be addressed to the Honorary Hditor, (ir) G.T. Scanlan, 

“P.O. Box 95, Yallourn, 3838. 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS! CLUB. 
YALLOURN. VICTORIA. 


Dear Fellow Field Naturalists, 


Forthcoming events; The next meeting of the Club has 
been arranged for Friday 17th. January 1969, and will take the form 
of a film night - the films being of natural history subjects - and 
members can be assured that: the films will be of the vsual high stan— 
dard and interest. 


Camp-out on the Dargo High Plains: Rxcursion Secretary 


Miss Rossiter has supplied the following information for the usual Jan 
uary camp-out. 


On January 25th. —- 27th. the Club is proposing to camp at 
Lankeys Plain on the Dargo High Plains, and it is hoped that members 
of the Sale, Bairnsdale and Northyeastren F.N Clubs and also some Mel— 
bourne field naturalists will be able to join us there. 


Some members of the L.V.F.N.C, will be travelling up on 
Friday 24th. and will put up notices at the north and gouth sides of 
Lenkeys Plain for the guidance of later—comers. The route to follow 
is along the Princes Highway through Stratford and at about 14 miles 
beyond turn left at the Fernbank Road and proceed northward following 
the signposts to Dargo. Caravaners will have to make Dargo their 
headquarters and travel to the Dargo High Plains each daygo. 


Campers must take all equipment with then, including food 
and trinking water — the last petrol station is at Dargo. 


If the weather is up to the expected standard for excur— 
sions this should be a wonderful weekend. 


Some Notes from the Executive Meeting held on the 27th. 
November., supplied by Mrs. Lorna Padfield. 


Roadside Clearing: A letter has been drafted and 
will be sent to all local shires and other bodies expressing concern 
at the apparent indiscriminate clearing of the roadSides. The letter 
emphasises the fact that some vegetation alongside the roads is most 
desirable frot..the point of view of retaining aspects of natural beav- 
ty as well as some protection for birds and other native fauna. 


Name Badges for Members; It has been decided to obtain 
name bedges for members in order to help with identification of fel-— 
low field naturalists at- meetings and excursions. 


January Film Night: . As referred to above, this is to 


take the place of the general monthly meeting for January. 


Visit of Members of the Field Naturalists Club of Vice 


toria: From the 26th. December to the lst. of January members of 
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the Tao rorian Field TeREeTA TER club will be on tour in the locality 
of the Latrobe Valley. fours have been arranged for each day, and 
members of this Club will be welcome to join in. Any interested mem- 
bers in joining the tours over this period should contact Miss. M. 
Allender at the Trans-—leastern MNRAS at emote ego between the two 
dates referred TO. 


Next Meeting of the Executives The next mecting of 
the Club Executive Committce will be on Wednesday 5th. February, av 


the home of Miss Jean Galbraith, Tyers. 


KEKKKRKRKRKKKKKKERKRKREEKEERE 


REPORT OF EXCURSION TO TARRA VALLEY & BULGA PARK: by 
Tom Moretti. 


The weather on the 23rd. of November was not that usu- 
ally arranged for F.N.Club excursions, but some stelwerts braved the 
elements, and met et the Tarra Valley National park, with members of 
the Bird Observers! Club of Victoria, for 2 combined outing. 


When we arrived at the Prk we saw an empty 36 passenger 
bus and a car in the parking area, but no people —- they were all in 
the damp depths of Tarra Valley seeking and listening for those elus— 
ive feathered creatures which one tends to see when alone but are not 
to be seen or heard when 'two are company but three make a crowd!. 
However, after setting out in serious scarch at about ll aem. we had 
some very good sightings of birds which included the Rose Robin nest— 
ing about 30 fect up in 2 beech tree; Pink Robin fecding its young at 
a nest some 8 feet above a little creek; a Yellow Robin; Rufous Fan- 
tail with a beautiful coppery tinted tail and the Golden Whistler. In 
the open were the friendly little Flame Robins; the White—browed Scrub- 
Wrens were more elusive and always on the move; the,.Brown Thornbill;3 
Trec-Creepers and the Pilot Bird that follows the Lyre—bird calling— 
"T!i] give you 2 guniea a weck"; the Ground Thrush and its cousin, the 
Grey Thrushe 


In a fine Mountain Ash which we were admiring was to be 
seen an Hastern Rosella (or 'tomato Sauce Bird! as the youngsters say} 
and it was probabie that there was a pair of them nesting in the tree. 


“ Mhe Park also had an abundayce of flora typical of rain- 
forest and a fungus that looked like x small domed piece of honeycomb 
was picked up and brought back for identification and photographing. 
It was the fungus that grows on the Myrtle Beets, it is thought, ex- 
clusively. 


(Continued over oo. 
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As the afternoon passed.the-weather deteriorzted and 
became wet — the party gradually broke up, we to make our way home— 
“wards and the bird observers to their arranged-accommodation at Yar— 
ram. On the day following they were to observe the birds of the sea 
and seashore in the vicinity of Seaspray,-including the long legged 

water birds and ducks to be seen on Jack Smith's Lake. 


--— Tom Moretti --- 


KKREKEKKKERKKKKEKEERERREREREKEK 


BAIRNSDALE MERTING AND EXCURSION — November 15th and 
16th.: by Miss Jean Galbraith. 


Five members of the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists 
Club, as well as members of the Sale F.N.Club, and other visitors, 
greatly enjoyed the November meeting of Bairnsdale Field Naturalist 
Club when the guest speaker was our Assistant Government Botanist, 
Mr. J.H. Willis. He outlined for us Beron von Mueller's great 
journey, with no companion but his old white horse and a packhorse, % 
westward over the Keilor Plains, through the Grampians, down-the-Mur— 
ray, southwerd to the coast near the Gippsland Lakes, and back to Mel- 
bourne from the cast. The Baron made many journeys, but this was his 
greatest in Vicboria. He was away for six months, and in that time 
he explored and collected (climbing every mountain on his route) over 
the Keilor Plains, through the Grampians, northward to Swan Hill and 
down the Murray past Mildura, then back upstream over ali the long miles 
to Albury, down the Mitta Mitta Valley and across to the Gibbo Range, up 
the Snowy to the border, south-cast to the Tambo, cast to Cabbage Tree — 
round and ebout the Lakes, and so, with intermittent excursions to the 
coast, westward, through the Latrobe Valley to Melbourne. And remember 
this was through wild country, all but the still unsettled country very 
different from the same places now. What a journey } 


Mr. Willis bricfly outlined the route for us. them follow 
ing it in more detail, and in his usual pleasantly informal style, spoke 
of the plants the Baron would have seen on the way, showing us beauti- 
ful slides of many of them. 


Next day, Mr. & Mrs. Willis and friends, and the five mem 
bers of our Club joined our neighbour Club again on.an excursion to Mt. 
Blizabeth, east of the Tambo, approximately 30 miles north of Bairns- 
dale. ‘The mountain was very dry excopt in the gullies, but with flow 
ers in abundance amongst the loose stones. We stopped several times 
on the winding road, to botanise, finding amongst other flowers Hibber- 
tia estrotricha with its shining little leaves, Blue Dampiers (@.stric- 


ta), and Prickly Bush-pea (Pultenea juniperina), and, in a damp gully 
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Bairnsdale Excursion & 


Meeting Cont'd) 

an unusual downy form of Clematis with velvety buds and young leabes. 
This we saw many times afterward until attention was claimed by a 
white-flowered Phebalium with shining little leaves (oval) - a spec- 
ies to be described by Mr. Paul Wilson of Perth Herbarium, whose pap- 
er on Hriostemon and Pheb2lium is now with the printer. 


After a lunch stop ine ferny glade, cars were left 
while we climbed the last rather steep half mile to the granite boul- 
ders of the summit, where the Monkey Mint-bush (Prostanthera walteri) 
used to grow (we did not soe any) and where tha white Phobalium was 
abundant and beautiful: Amongst other plants on or noar the summit 
were Acrotriche divaricuta, Lemon Bottlc-brush (Callistemon pallidus), 
and an unusu2l Guineca-flowor which appears to be a form of the rare 


Hibbertia BPE wHUeeLe with long-stalked flowors: and other minor varia— 
tions. . pan 


Mre & Mrse Peterson wore apie to remain with the party 


for the sccond cxcursion on Sunday. The rest of us from the Latrobe 
Valley had to leave before the cnd of Saturday's cxcursion, of which 
Mr. Willis wrote, 2 few days lator - "After coming down the Mount we 


took a more casterly track back to the junction of tho Timbarra and 
Tambo Rivers and, not far before the junction, camo upon 2 wonderfal 
wildflower gardens; Westringie glabra, Helichrysum baxtori, Caladonia 
orl and lovely Boronia ledifolia - the pride of the afternoon." 


We should have enjoyed the longer excursion had we been 
there, but cven without it, brought home 2 rich harvest of memorics of 
mountains, flowers, and ate fricnds, as well as the increased know- 
ledge of plants thet results from any cxcursion shared with Mr. Willis. 


--- Jcan Galbraith —--- 


KR KKREKERKKKKK KKK EKKEKEKK EKER KEKE 
mp nati HiS COME ...! by Mrs. Dorecn Nason. 


apologies to Lewis Carroll). 


The Councils and the C.R.B. 

ere walking through the land, 
They wept to see cach waving tree 
Meking its gollont stand. 

"Tf these were only cleared away", 
said they "it would be grand." 


"Tf forty men with axe in hand 
Attacked them for 2 year 

Do you think then" the Councils said 
"That we could get them clear ?" 

"I doubt it” said the C.R. Bhs, 

And shed 2 .bitter tear. - 


(Continued over se. 
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But forty workmen hurried up 

All cager for the fray, 

With 'dozers, tractors, saws and cranes, 
They made a brave array. 

And blasting powder thrown in too 

To help to clear the way. 


"Oh, tourists coue and talk with us", 
The Councils did invite. 

"Wo only have your good at heart, 

Tn doing whet is right - 

To teke these silly trees away 

Theat so obscure the light." 


The tourists didn't play the game, 
They didn't quite concur 

With what was being said to them, 
And even made a stir 

When one of them was heard to say 
Thoy liked things as they were! 


The Councils and the C.R.B. 

Went out to vicw the kill - 

They thought to find the trees all gone, 
But found them standing still. 

&. truly lovely sight they were - 

It made them focl quite ill. 


The Councils and the C.R.B. 

Scarched '!til day was dono. 

Thoy tried to cali their workmen up 
But answer they got nonc. 

Because ficld 'nats and such as they 
Had slaughtered every one } 


KXKEKKKEKERREN ERE 


Wheeler. Reported by Frank Jones. 
At the General Meeting on Friday the 22nd. November, 
the well known ornithologist, Mr. Roy Wheeler treated the audience 


+o a most instructive and entertaining talk on birds. Illustrated 
by about 150 slides and interspersed with snippets of the curious 


(Continued over ... 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist. (6) alas rie i eee Pesan Oem 00. 


December 1968. 


(The Birds Around Us Cont'd) 
and little known facts that make our bird life go interesting, Mr. 
Wheeler's talk was thoroughly enjoyed by all. apart from depicting 
the beauty and describing the habits of our birds this lecture also 
served the purpose of reminding us once again of the wealth of won— 
derful bird life around us. In most areas some of the birds ere not 
easily seen, but lir. Wheeler's slides show the rewards that can be ox- 
pected if we go to the right places and watch patiently. 


Among the slides shown was the Pitta.of northern areas 
and we were also shown that Gippsland too, has its rare and beautiful 
hirds. Emu Wrens, Nightjars, Quail-thrushes, Ground Parrots, we 
share these with other areas of course, and in certain places they 
may be comparatively common, but it is always exciting to find then 
in places where they are apparently seldom seen, and to ponder on 
whether they are to be found in places we know, close to home. Mr. 
Wheeler's talk covered a wide field from the peculiar nesting habits 
of the Emu, Mallee Fowl and Yellow-tailed Thornbill, to the marvel- 
lous migratory flights of some of the waders, and the annual trans- 
oceanic travels of the Short-tailed Shearwater (ifutton Bird). The 
more common, but not less beautiful birds, such as the Golden Whist— 
ler, Welcome Swellow, White-eared and Crescent Honeoy-eaters, and Red— 
browed Finches were also shown. These are birds that can be seen by 
any bird-watcher, but about which much has still to bo loarned. The 
birds of prey were represented by the Black-shouldered Kite, Brown 
Goshawk, Peregrine Falcon, Powerful Owl end Tawny Frogmouth. Of the 
water birds there were, among others, the albatross, Penguin, Grebe 
and Gannet. Other birds mainly notable for the sheer beauty of their 
plumage were the Rainbow Bird, Azure Kingfisher, Rufous Fantail, Satin 
Flycatcher and Beautiful Firetail. © We were also shown a vory good 
slide of the newly described Grey Grass Wren of the inland. 


A series of slides showcd the nests of birds, a few on the 
food of birds, and for good measure our speaker made reference to the 
need for conservation measures, the interest being taken in our birds 
by people from overseas, the problems of insecticides, bird—banding 
and other matters pertaining to our birdlife. 


an example of the nirds that are around us was seen dure 
ing the excursion to Tarra Valley and Bulga Park, on the day following 
the mecting when, in spite of bad weathor and limited time, we saw 
Pink and Rose Robins, Pilot-birds and othor birds. 


_Mr. Whecler's coverage of the subject was such that it was 
surprising to learn that the sct of slides ho showed us was but ono of 
four that he has for the purpose, and when wo considér tho amount of 
time, study and field work thet he and other photographers have done 
it is apparent thet much knowledge of birdlife hag been acquired. It 
would secm that all such information must be of value in tho ficld of 
nature consorvation. 


papcesee F.8. Jones Coomemmmed 
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ALONG SENINI'S TRACK: by Hrn Homann. 


After crossing the Tyers River on the Moe-Walhalla 
Road, the road begins to climb. Just as the cleared red soil cour- 
try shows ahead, @ signpost on the left side points to Senini's Yrack, 
Following the track down fairly steep grades, the Tyers River is cross= 
ed, 2 tributary creek comes next, and the country then begins t6 open 
oute If the track is followed right through it eventually joins the 


~ Tanjil Bren Forest Road, which leads back to the main bitumen road. 


On Saturday the 19th. October Mr. Jim Peterson and I de— 
cided to explore the area along Senini's Track. The whole area wes 
burnt over some twelve months ago and we reasoned that orchids, in 
which we were mainly interested, would be easier to see after a burn, 
and would perhaps be stimulated to flower well. 


Parking the car near the creek bridge - a side track gives 
a good parking place - the first plant to come under notice was the 
tufted lily (Sowerbaea juncea). Previously I had found a few of these 
growing on the eastern side of the main road in the Moondarra Reservoir 
catchment area but had never seen the plants in quantity in our district. 
We were to see them this day as the lilies extend for os miles along 
the track. How far they extend beck we were not sure though in some 
places at least half a mile. The whole area thet we explored is a gar 
den with tussocky plants extendung their 10 to 30 flower stems each top— 
ped by a lavender bunch of dainty flowers. 


Plentiful too was the wax-lip orchid (Glossodia major), par 
ticularly on the drier slopes of the Hills near the road. There were 
many plants of the small grass-tree (Aenthorrhaea eustralis) in bud. 

The burn had been so complete that most mature shrubs had been burnt, 
but there was strong regeneration with seedlind eucalypts, acacias and 
hakeas being predominant. The melaleucas - mainly squarrosa — were 
growing vigorously from the root-stock. 

Our next excitind discovery came after lunch when the keen 


eyes of Mr. Peterson detected the dlower of the orange-tip orchid (¢21- 
adenia aurantiaea). At first glance the small orchid seems like a 


white specimen of the very common pink fingers (Caladenia carnea.) , but 


on examination the labellum lacks the dark red bars typical of G. carneca. 
Moreover, the tip of the labellum is deep orange in colour. MThis orchid 
is rare and becoming much more rare due to the destruction of its habitat. 
It favours damp conditions on the cdge of heathy swamps. After finding 
several more specimens - one a fine group of some dozen specimens — we 
gradually made our way towards the road along a low-lying damp area. 


Almost back to the road, we were close to treading on a 
beautiful patch of the lizard orchid (Burnettia cuneata). The gen- 
eral impression of this flower is of white which shows clearly when the 
flower is open and this occurs, as with the sun orchids, on a warm day. 


“Again there is some resemblance to a white-flowered pink fingers. How 


ever, the plant is much shorter - 2 +o 4 inches high, and there are 
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1 - 5 flowers on the-stem. The general impression of the..plants, 
apart from the white part of the flowers is its purplish-brown col- 
OUT» This is vaery rare orchid. I have sean it once bofore, at 
Wonthaggi in 1931. Its habitat there has long since been destroyed. 
It is usually found under thickets of Melaleuca squarrosa, the scent 
ed paperbark, and is usually noticed after fire. However, our 
pétch on SeniniIs track wes growing et the foot of a burnt hakea, 
probably H. pugioniformis. Next day with a car-load from Melbourne, 
the Thompson8 and Mr. Peterson , the many keen eyes found several 
smaller patches of Burnettia. Later I found a solitary flower in an 
adjacent gully. This was in association with M. squarrosa. 


I would recommend a trip along Sennini's Track to see the 
display of Tufted Lily and the Waxlip Orchids. 


meme Ern Homann -——— 
KKRRKKKKKKKKKKEK KKK KHKKKKKKKRK- 


BIRDS AND TREuS ON THY SALE COMMON: by Lorna padfield. 


Returning from 2 Dutson excursion some members spent a 
a short time near the Swing Bridge over the Latrobe River. From 
the cars we were able to observe a few of the many birds that have 
made their home on and in the Sale Common Wildlife Refuge. Here 
we saw the Little Hgret, the Black Swan, Eastern Swamp Hen, Dusky 
Moor Hen and the hitc~faced Heron. 


Walking in the vicinity of the river the birds to be 
scen included the Red—browed Finch, Firetail Finch and the Blue Wren 
which were darting in and out of the tress and shrubs 2s wo passed by. 


Driving 2long the western boudilary of the refuge we saw 
many of the trees which had been planted by a few of the L.V.F.N. Club 
members during the tree planting programme carried: out by the Fisher 
ies and Wildlife Department of Victoria . The first planting, as re- 
ported by Mr. A. Roberts, of the department, was in 1964, when somo 
5,000 trees were planted. Since then trees to the number of somc— 
where in the vicinity of 60,000 have been planted in the Common. 


The trees, chosen for the conditions exisiting in the 
area, were mainly Red Gums with some Black Wattles and Melaleucas 


and Tea-trees. There has been some losses, and the worst affected 
area is along the western boundary. This was not noticeablo however 
2g we drove by. lire Roberts said that on the eastern boundary 


along Flooding Creck there had becn almost 2 100% survival of the 
trees planted. They are now well established and should do well. 
More tress are to be planted. 


-_— Lorna Ppadfield wee 
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REVIEW: NPLOWERS AND PLANTS OF VICTORIA" by 
Cochrane, Fuhrer, Rotheram and Willis. Published 
by Reeds and the F.N.C. of Victoria. 


Review by Miss Jean Galbraith. 


This is the most beautiful book ever published on Vic- 
torian wildflowers. It is uniform with "New Zealand Flowers in Colour" 
also published by Reeds, andunow in most of our town and regional lib- 
TaLries. At $9.95 it may seem expensive (thoug it may seem less if you 
think of it as £4.19.6) but very few books of this quality are available 
at this price. It is quite large, 9 X 11 inches, allowing 4 - sometimes 
3 - colour pictures, (each 4¢ X 3 ins.) as well as descriptive captions. 


There are 153 plates containing 543 colour pictures, all 
of high quality though in a very few intances (especially picture 15) the 
colour has not come successfully through the complexities of printing. 
‘The captions are by the Assistant Government Botanist, Mr. J.W. Willis, 
and that alone guarantees their high standard and complete reliability. 
To the authors dismay, in five cases of the 543, tho caption applics to 
a different species from that illustrated. This thought to be due to 
last minute changes in the transparencies used, and is mentioned only so 
that the five corwections can be made, when every caption can be accepted 
with confieence. 


, the changes are to picture 51, change Styphelia cricoides 
to §. virgata; picute 248 from Lysiana exocarpi to Amyema preissiis 25 
Melaleuca ericoides to M. armillaris; 274 Azolla filiculoides to A. pin- 


nata, and 363 Hypericum japonicum to H. gramineum. 


In addition to the very beautiful pictures and informative 
captions (30 or 40 words to several hundred words according to the space 
available) with scientific and common names there are 37 pages of descrip- 
tive text, discussing the main types of habitat in Victoria an enjoyable 
Preface by the Professor of Botany at Monash University, a glossary of the 
technical terms used (a relatively small number), list of protected plants, 
list of reference books, and a page of biographical notes on the four au- 
thors, S.R. Cochrane (biographer) , B. Fuhrer and H. Rotheram (photograph- 

ers) and Mr. Willis. ; 


A few misprints in the text (not in the captions) must 
have distressed the authors, but they will not cause any confusion except 
on page 174 where the sandstone scarps of the Grampians are inadvertently 
described as limestone. 


Very valuable indeed are the endpaper maps showing the 16 
regions into which the State is divided. The grouping of the plants as 
illustrated is according to these regions ~ for example pp. 17 - 37 Heath- 
lands 3; Stringybark and Peppermint Forests, pp.- 116 - 125, Mountain Por 
estS, ppe 126 - 141, Fern Gullies, pp. 142 - 147. ‘The four mentioned cov— 
er our own didtrict very well. 
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I have never seen a book that gave better value to the 
purchaser, and it is undoubtedly a landmark amongst Victorian botani- 
cal publications — not a technical book, though technically accurate —- 

not a mere picture book though the pictures are beautiful, and invalu- 
able supplement to both technical and popular books now becoming avail- 

.able because of the beauty and range of its illustrations — showing 


roughly 1 in 5 of our Victorian flowering plants and ferns (with a fow 
fungi for good measure). 


Copies are available through the Latrobe Valley Field Nat- 
uralists Club. 


== Jean Galbraith -——— 


A NOTE ON THE C.A.H. SPRING SCHOOL: from Miss Jean Gal- 
braith. (Leader and lecturer in Botany at the School). 


re my The Spring School wes most enjoyable, with the usual tu- 
tors (plus a photographer, Peter Hunter). Dr. Beavis for Geology, of 
course. There were fewer students than usual, 10 - 15 in the groups 


instead of 20 - 30, which was an advantage in that we could be more uscful 
to them individually. 


I have never scen the snow so heavy — even the snow plough 
didn't get up to Rocky Valley until the Thurgday - and of course we could- 
n't have seen anything (except snow) had we gone up.» However, it was 
pleasant and interesting walking down from Falls Creek until picked up 
by the bus. 


After a wet beginning on the Saturday we had perfect wea~ 
ther. 


—-——- Jean Galbraith ——- 


Contributions: The cupboard is practically bare and 
with little available for the January and February issues. Articlmrs, ° 
of any length (within reason of course+ will be gratefully recciv ed. 


ee Please post to G.T. Scanlan, P.O. Box 95, Yallourn, 
3838. ce 
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